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PREFACE. 



The imminent danger which at present threat- 
ens our West India Colonies ; the vast impor- 
tance of these possessions in the agricultural, 
conamercial^ and political scale ; the dreadful mii^ 
representations scattered abroad against them ; 
and the unn^itigated^ unmerited, and degrading 
charges heaped upon the character and the con- 
duct of the whole class of West India proprie- 
tors, renders it an imperious duty on the part of 
every one who has any regard for the character 
or safety of his country, and who may be ac- 
quainted with the real state of affairs in the Colo- 
nies, to lay the truth before the public. Having 
no stake whatever in the West Indies, actuated 
only by a regard for truth, and love for my 
country, without any interest to serve, or resent- 
ment to gratify ; but not shrinking from a subject 

b2 
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Vlll PREFACE. 

for the present so unpopular^ I have presumed 
to lay before the world the following sheets. 
With what success I have defended the cause of 
these valuable and much injured possessions^ it 
is for the public to determine. 

It was not my intention^ and it is far from my 
thoughts, to hurt the personal feelings of any 
man, or any body of men, who on these subjects 
may differ from me in opinion. I deprecate and 
disclaim any such objects. On the subjects in 
dispute, because I feel strongly, I have spoken 
my sentiments freely, but not disrespectfully or 
offensively, nor in stronger language than the 
statements put forward by the anti-Colonists 
(more especially their anonymous writers) 
have appeared to warrant, or the importance of 
the subject to require. Where the names of 
individuals have unavoidably been introduced, I 
have to state that my observations and censures 
apply only to their public conduct, writings, and 
proceedings, connected with this important dis- 
cussion. The benevolent intentions of multi- 
tudes who take a different view of the subject 
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PREFACE. IX 

from what I do^ cannot be doubted^ and deserve 
the highest praise. But they have been misled^ 
and unless they attend to truths their exertions 
in the cause of humanity may be attended with 
fatal results. It is to those secret informers and 
anonymous writers who have misled them^ that 
my strongest and severest censures apply. 

An enemy to personal Slavery in the abstract, 
still I cannot shut my eyes to the fact^ that it 
has always existed, and still exists to a pro- 
digious extent amongst mankind. Much as I 
should rejoice to see only freemen — men capable 
of enjoying freedom in every country on earth, still 
I am not 90 sanguine as to imagine or to believe, 
that either the present generation, or the children's 
children of the present generation, will witness 
that consummation. It is because I am an enemy 
to Slavery, that I would oppose the rash, unjust, 
and dangerous measures now proposed for the 
abolition of personal Slavery in the West In- 
dies, measures which, whatever the authors of 
them intend, will make the freemen in these 
possessions Slaves, and give the rein to bar- 
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baiism to trample down — ^to extirpate civiliza- 
tion. 

Genuine Christianity will accomplish^ and it 
only can accomplish^ what its Great Author 
intended^ namely, such a reformation (where 
rieformation is sought) in the human character 
and manners as would lead to a safe ameliora- 
tion in political institutions^ and a more equal 
distribiition of civil rights amongst nations; 
such amelioration as will raise the Slave to free- 
dom, with the master's consent, as soon as the 
Slave shall be fitted to make a proper use of that 
freedom. Every other interference with political 
institutions and municipal rights, Christianity 
condemns. "Do ye unto others whatsoever things 
ye would that others should do unto you,'' is 
the Christian rule; but our modern reformers and 
emancipators forget that the text has a context 
which imperatively enjoins, that before we 
judge and condemn, we should endeavour to 
place ourselves in the situation of those whom 
we are about to judge and condemn, and then 
remember and be guided by the Divine law; 
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and fiirtlieir^ our anti-OoIohists stiould remember 
that this iDJunction was laid upon Slaves as well 
aisi upon ioiasters^ and that it is equally binding 
upon both. It is through adifiusion of true tcnow- 
ledge that we can alone look to bring albbut 
emancipation. This mode requires no accusa- 
tion — ^ho defamation — ^no declamation — no misre- 
pfesentation— no injustice. We have the example 
and commands of our Saviour and his Apostles 
to guide us in such matters^ and let us follow 
His and their footsteps and commands^ rather 
than the footsteps and commands (I mean no 
reflections upon the creeds or the understandings) 
of Mr. Buxton, Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Stephen, 
and Mr. Clarkson, however specious their pro- 
fessions, or respectable their character. 

In an enlightened and intelligent country like 
.this, it is truly surprising that the real situation 
of the West India Colonies, with which we have 
so long Had such frequent intercourse^ should be 
so little known, and so easily and so grossly 
misrepresented. Yet so it is. But the system 
of delusion which haa so loii^ been employed fo 
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defame the inhabitants of those countries is ap- 
proaching its termination. The veil is rent asun- 
der — ^truth will prevail. The people of this 
generous nation^ misled by the perversion and 
misapplication of the s^tcr^d names of liberty and 
humanity^ will return — ^re already returning 
to the path of reason and justice^ with . the re-: 
solution to protect, not to devote to misery-^ 
despair — destruction, their fellow-countrymen, 
in those distant but most valuable portions of 
our dominions. This generous nation and en- 
lightened people will, I feel confident, no longer 
endure that unfair and unchristianlike system, 
which, upon insulated and exaggerated acts of 
cruelty and oppression, condemns and consigns 
to infamy and ruin a whole community — they 
will no more, I repeat, endure and tolerate this 
system, than they would endure that the general 
character of Britons should be judged by the ac- 
tions and conduct of a Thurtell, a Probert, and 
a Hunt, or by the conduct of those individuals 
who, while they branded with every crime in- 
nocent We3t India Colonists, eulogized the 
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PREFACE. XIU 

character of the most cold-blooded marderer 
that ever stained the annals of the criminal ca- 
lendar of this country. 

The enlightened statesmen who guide the 
affairs of this mighty nation^ cannot fail to per- 
ceive that the crude schemes of our anti-Colonists 
if carried into execution, would lead to the loss 
of the West India Colonies. Insurrection and 
rebellion mighty I allow, be put down by the 
mighty power of Great Britain; but if the pro- 
perty is destroyed by internal convulsion, it can 
never be replaced or restored ; and after put- 
ting down these insurrections. Great Britain 
would find that she only ruled over unproduc- 
tive lands. But even without insurrections, 
emancipation would destroy the credit — ^the ca- 
pital, which have hitherto carried on the agri- 
culture of the Colonies. After what has already 
taken place, the British Government will find it 
a more difficult business to restore that credit, 
without which cultivation cannot go on in the 
Islands, than to reconquer the Colonies, were 
the whole of them in open rebellion. This is a 
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point which may now be ridicaled^ and passed 
over as undeserving of notice, but a short pe- 
riod will bring it full in the face of the governors 
Wid the governed, in all its appalling reality. 
With ten sail of the line, and 40,000 troops- 
add ah additional expense of three millions an« 
nually, this country may keep emancipated ne- 
groes in subjection, and obtain from the pro- 
ceeds of their labour the produce of the few 
Cotton and Coffee bushes at present growing in 
our Colonies (even could their produce be guard- 
ed from the Americans), but she would obtain 
from them nothing more. 

From the events passing in other countries let 
lis learn wisdom. Some years ago the Emperor 
Alexander decreed the emancipation of the 
villeinSy or slaves, in the Polish provinces bor- 
dering upon Russia Proper. The order was 
obeyed, but mark the consequences — the mas- 
ters were all ruined, and the slaves left without 
means or credit. The master who previously 
had an income of ^£"10,000, was left with less 
than a twentieth part of that sum. For his land 
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he could get no rent from miserable people who 
had nothing to give, and neither the inclination 
nor the means of earning wherewithal to pay rent. 
Where the ample fortune of the master had en- 
abled him previously in cases of necessity, to 
provide for his Slaves, he had no longer the 
means nor an interest to do so, and the conse- 
quence has been, that the lands have remained 
either ill-cultivated, or wholly barren, and tens 
of thousands of the emancipated Slaves (un- 
willing to work) have been swept away by famine, 
and extreme misery covers whole provinces once 
flourishing. These facts may be ascertained by 
any one who wiinake the trouble to inquire ; and 
if such were the results in Russian Poland, where 
500,000 bayonets kept down open revolt, how 
much more dreadful will the consequences be of 
emancipating the African Slaves in our West 
India Colonies? 

Without a single inquiry or investigation — 
without duly considering how emancipation was 
to be effected, or what would be the result of 
of emancipation to the important interests in- 
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volved in that great revolution in the frame of 
society in the Colonies^ Mr. Buxton^ hurried 
on himself^ has precipitated his country into a 
situation from which her wisest and her boldest 
statesmen must shudder to go forward, and be 
perplexed how to turn back. 

The labours of the ant and the b^e have been 
held up by moralists as examples to teach man- 
kind wisdom and industry. Both, but more 
especially the latter, may, in this case, teach 
statesmen a lesson, and prove a sure guide to 
estimate the productive labour and industry of 
the sluggish uncivilized natives of the torrid 
zone, when not directed by civilized knowledge. 
Take the bee from Britain to the West Indies, 
and for the first year, during the summer months, 
it continues to amass its stores, and provide for 
approaching winter ; finding, however, no win- 
ter, and that supplies of food can be had at all 
seasons, it relaxes its industry, and ceases, as 
in Europe, to collect a store ; it adopts the cha- 
racter of an inhabitant of the torrid zone, and 
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the mere food for the day is all that is sought 
after- 

A good deal has beeo said about the violence 
with which the* Colonial Legislatures have met 
this important question. Before we judgfe their 
proceedings, we must first endeavour to place 
ourselves in their situation. Their greatest, and 
their only error, is in having identified the exe- 
cutive government of the mother country with 
the formidable anti Colonial party lately sprung 
up in it. Now, considering the conduct and 
proceedings of the leaders and prompters of this 
party— considering that they had described the 
Colonists to be ^ white savages/* Slc. Slc. — ^men 
fit to be placed without the protection of law-r- 
that this party called — call upon the Legislature 
and the Government of the country, to annihi- 
late and take away the privileges and rights 
which/ as British subjects, the Colonists are en- 
titled to possess— and considering, further, that 
this party, by every means in their power, have 
taught the Slaves in these Colonies that their 
masters are their oppressors, not their protectors. 
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and that^ consequently^ the nation ought to 
emancipate the whole of them, passing, as lightly 
as possible, over the word compensation — con- 
sidering all these things — considering that the 
Colonists saw (if I may use the expressions) the 
hand of the robber at their pockets, and the 
dagger of the assassin at their bosoms, no won- 
der that their representations were strong, and 
their voice loud. They would have been un- 
worthy the name of Britons, if they had not 
complained, and made their complaints reach 
the mother country with the utmost speed, 
energy, and strength. Yet, after all, what are 
their proceedings, complaints, and resolutions, 
when compared with the proceedings, com- 
plaints, and resolutions at public meetings in 
this country, extolled to the skies by those very 
men, who are the foremost on this occasion to 
condemn with unqualified reprobation the con- 
duct of our persecuted and calumniated Co- 
lonies ? 

The Britis];! agriculturists settled in the Co- 
lonies hold, and must continue to hold their 
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property as matter of right. They will never 
condescend to enter the lists with those who 
insist that they hold^ and must only hold it as a 
matter of favour. 

If the existence of personal Slavery in any 
part of our dominions is become so obnoxious 
to our constitution and laws^ that it must be 
abrogated^ and equal political rights bestowed 
upon every class in our dominions^ then let 
those laws, which instituted Slavery as advan- 
tageous to the national interests, do it away by 
paying the value of the property. Whenever 
the legislature of this country, from motives of 
policy and regard to civil rights, determines that 
this should be done, I, for one, shall willingly 
pay my quota of the tax, but let it not be de- 
manded, because the Slaves in our Colonies are 
illegally held as Slaves, or treated with cruelty 
and oppression, which is not the case. 

With regard to our valuable possessions in 
the East Indies, I esteem them as highly as 
either Mr. Clarkson, Mr. Cropper, or Mr. 
Stephen can do. They are a bright gem in the 
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British crown^ and may^ Ihumbh conceive^ be rent- 
dered still more valuable^ by laying that trad* 
open to British subjects^ which is free to every 
foreigner. Where I have spoken of these pos- 
sessions, or those connected with the direction of 
them with asperity, it has been forced from me in 
argument, and in order to meet with facts the 
thoughtless and injudicious comparisons, brought 
forward by men, who call themselves their advo- 
cates, but who are actuated by principles alike 
hostile to ALL our Colonial possessions; and whose 
formidable machinery, fairly put in motion, 
will overturn from its foundations the mighty 
power of Britain in India, and then coolly tell 
us it is a punishment from Heaven for our na- 
tional misdeeds — ^the scape-goat of all injudi- 
cious and ignorant reformers. The government 
at present established in India, is, considering 
every circumstance the best that could be in- 
stituted in a country so demoralized and dis- 
organized. It is the best that could be established 
to bring peace and security to the afflicted peo- 
ple, the prey of ignorant tyrants — it is the best 
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ealculated^ I believe^ to bring order outof conlfii*^ 
sion, and p Ave the way For the mtrodoctidn of true 
knowledge; but let the prompters of the African 
Institution oiice get a footing either in India or in 
LeadenhaU-streetr— let but a few siich ^ good 
men'' as lately eniigktened Demerara, have li- 
berty to exercise their talents on the banks of 
ttie Ganges, and the prophecy of the Edinburgh 
Review would 'be raized — ^we should lose our 
Indian Empire as quickly ^ as a frigate or a 
fort.^ Even Mr. Stephen himself feels no small 
degree of alarm on this subject, and gives out 
Statesmen fair warning, ^ Let any Statesiftan>'? 
says he, "turn his eyes to oxlx enormous vf\A& 
Extended possessions in the East; which ^t«ry 
maritime State beholds with an envy undis- 
guised, and where France will no Idngi^r 
have to direct her means of annoyance fe^ pur«i 
poses of defence," &c. Aye, let the woiild-be^ 
Statesmen among us turn their eyes and con- 
template this prospect, and learn therefrom not 
to endanger or destroy our West India Colo* 
nies by their crude speculations. 

c 
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It would be a waste of time further to follow 
Mr. Stephen's wild laoubrations. I shall ftow 
leave them^ after briefly Qotioing one more of 
his recommendations. He calls upon the Bri^ 
tish Parliament to ^ cease impotently and mis- 
chievously to recommend, and begin at length 
to ORDAIN ** hisi laws for the Colonies. When- 
ever the British Parliament begins to follow 
Mr. StephoQ's advice^ and ^ ordain" that Bri- 
tish subjects shall no longer have a voice in di- 
rectingi regulatingi and preserving their pro* 
perty, from that moment we are all Slaves — ^the 
principle may^ with equal justice be applied tq 
himself— to every one of us^ and we should have 
a government armed with the same powers as a 
Napoleon^ a Tamerlane^ or a Zenghis Khan; 
and who^ being no more interested in our pier* 
sonal comfort^ safety^ and prosperity^ than those 
tyrants were in the safety and prosperity of tbeur 
subjects^ mighty after the example of those great 
per^onagesji doom us to be ^ food for eumumP 
or for the sword. 

The principles recomm^ided by Mr. Steplwa 
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will^ if lAforoed^ rate from its place the foundttkiii 
stone of the Britiah Gimatitttticm. Th^^ ppin4 
Giples drove James Ih irom his tbrooe^ w^ 
Inroiiglit Charies the L to the scaffold, aad em^ 
abled a parcel of canting hypocrites, donnji 
their day, to trample upon a mighty Nation; 
Mr. Stephen may advocate such principles, and 
broadi snoh doctrines, but he is not prime mi-t 
nister of Great Britain. If he was, it is evi* 
dent that by uticonstitutional conduct, he would 
raise a tempest which would sweep him from hif 
place in a moment 

Mr. Stephen may also possess that nerve and 
temerity wbieh would induce him to set his foq^ 
upon the neck of an eigkthpart of the population 
of the United Kingdom, and annihilate theit 
property; but I feel convinced that there is not 
yet born in Great Britain, another Statesman; 
who dare even to hint that such are his feelitigf 
and intentions. 

To the sneers which Mr. Stephen and his coir 
leagues throw out about the trifling amount of 
the British exports t9 the West India Islandst 

c2 
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the reply is very short. By the evidence taketi 
before the House of Commons, 1806, it clearly 
appeared that the expense of cultivating each 
cwt. of Sugar, cost in the Leeward Islands, 
19^. 6d. and in Jamaica, 20^. 6d. Now, these 
Colonies produce in round numbers 4,000,000 
cwts. Sugar, consequently here is a consump- 
tion of ^4,000,000 British exports in one shape 
or another, independent of what is consumed on 
cotton, coffee, and cocoa plantations and other 
ways. 

In page 199 1 have stated the exports of 
Hayti in coffee as being under 20,000,000 lbs. 
At that time I had no accurate data to guide me 
in the exports to Continental Europe. The 
London general mercantile returns for last year, 
if correct, which I shall assume, supply that de-' 
ficiency and increase the quantity exported. It 
will stand thus : — 

Page 199. British and Americans, take 13,057,177 lbs. 

Continental Europe, 1822 19,577,600 

Total 33,634,777 lbs. 

Half the quantity imported into Continental 
Europe was into France. In the above, how- 
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fever, it must be recollected the exports from the 
Spanish part of St, Domingo are included. 
What these are I know not, but they must be 
considerable.^ Only 270 tons of Sugar were 
imported into Continental Europe from St. Do- 
mingo last year. 

The powerfullest states in South America aUo 
sink into insignificance before our West In-* 
dia Colonies. Colombia, with a population of 
3,000,000, does not export and import one half 
the amount that Demarara and Essequibo with 
a population of only 83,000 do. Mexico, the 
richest and most powerful state in South America, 
contains 7,000,000 of inhabitants. The average 
exports and imports for fifteen years ending 
1820 were as under : — 

Imports from all parts, annually £2^63,725 

Exports to a]l parts, specie.... £2,355,262 

Ditto Produce 838,532 

3,193,794 . . - 

The whole host of the enemies of our Colo- 
nies alternately boast and threat about the great 
sum this country pays annually for bounty upon 
Sugar, which by-the-bye the East Indies enjoy, or 
may enjoy, as well as the West. Let us exa- 
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duAe and see vHitt tlkk great dutn is. T)m 
baa&ty or drawback in only paid on whal is ei^- 
ported^ and at the irate of 9s. per cwt. Tke 
qoantity exported Ust yeai^ of refined^ when 
reduced into the raw material Upon whil^h the 
bounty is calculated^ was 790^600 owt,^ the bounty 
on which will stand thus :< — 

790,600 cwt. at 3«. £118,590 

Against which we have to set — 

fcenwie Orook 4i per Cents £ 48/)dO 

Charjfe of dut^on deficieacy of strength and qiumtity"} 

of Atim in bondy equal to j£2 per puaelieon on an > 100,000 
'otverage — this on 50,000 puncheons is J 

J^148,000 

or a gain of ^£"30,000 to this country. Can Mr. 
Clarkson^ Mr. Cropper, or Mr. Stephen deny 
these facts ? — ^and till they can do so, let them 
keep silence about the loss Great Britain sus- 
tains by the trifling bounty paid upon West 
India Sugar when exp(»rted. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE 



WEST INDIA COLONIES, kc. 



CHAPTER I. 

Introduction. — Former opinions of the Review on Weei 
India Subjects— complete change. — East India Su- 
gar. — Erroneous statements regarding it.— The 
mode of manufacturing it. — Small quantity produ- 
ced. — I%e high price and had quality.— Loss this 
Country would sustain by using it. — Attempts to 
cultivate Sugar in India in the West India mode. — 
Failure and loss to the Company. — ^Ad valorem 
duty wanted. — Absurd calculations and statements, 
by Mr. Cropper. — Right of West Indians to pro- 
tection; East India Company admit. — Parliament 
determine the question in their favour. 

^^ Most oC our political and critical writers 
have now relieved themselves from the burden 
of all moral responsibility. Truth, consis- 
tency, and sincerity, are all of no moment. . The 
object is to bite, strike, and cut. Good faith 
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id another name for sincerity. Wantipg that, 
what is talent y what is genius ? Bad faith is 
another name for dishonesty. It leads a man 
to say what he does not think ; to write what 
he does not believe *." 

The writer of the preceding sentences is un- 
derstood to be a contributor to the Edinburgh 
Review,, (particularly on Colonial subjects,) and 
no where are the truths here conveyed more 
strongly and strikingly exemplified, than in the 
columns of that Journal, in all that relates to 
Colonial matters. Of late years, ^ The Edin- 
burgh Review and Critical Journal," departing 
from its first faith, has stood the foremost in the 
ranks of the calumniators and assailants of those 
unfortunate Colonies. It is the Quarterly tri- 
coloured flag of misrepresentation and mischief, 
— ^ the Ajax of the party of anti-colonists 
whose labours in the prosecution and support 
(judging frown their public writings and proceed- 
ings) of their darling objects, political reveries, 
and trading theories, would strip their feUow 
subjects of their property, and thereby under- 
mine — destroy, the glory, strength, security, 
and independence of their country. 

Is the public mind to be irritated, inflamed> 
misled; — ^are facts to be misrepresented, and 

• • Scotsman, Nov. 28, ldl8. 
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truth concealed ; — ^are official documents to be 
garbled and mutilated ; — is a valuable portion 
and iioiportant bulwark of our Empire to be ca- 
lumniated and libelled preparatory to an attempt 
to annihilate the property of their population ; — 
are all these things to be effected ? then, ^ re- 
lieved firom the burden of all moral responsi* 
bility," tiie Edinburgh Reviewers step eagerly 
forward t6 perform the task, and in doing so, 
they, with their characteristic assurance, tell 
their superiors in rank — ^their equals in property 
and privileges, that they are '^ a feuo improvi- 
dent merchants and mortgagees y^ the ^ scanty 
dregs of the European population*;" or as the 
great Parent of the Review, with that meek- 
ness for which he is so distinguished, more 
strongly expresses it — ^the vilest and grossest 
rabble that ever deserved the name of human 
population t !" 

In this dangerous warfare the critic has nu- 
merous allies. Mr. Clarkson, Mr. Cropper, and 
a numerous body of anonymous writers ape 
their superiors, and league themselves in array 
against our devoted Colonies. To these I may 
add^and I add with regret, the name of Wil- 

BSSFoitCB, whose better judgment is misled by 

— y 

* Edhttnttgk lUviekf, ifoL 19, p. 196, Ac, 
t Brougham's Speech^ House of GaramonB, June If » 181i^.—Jlfoniw^ 
C^ronicie, Jane SO^ 

e2 
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the interested speculators and thoughtless popu- 
larity hunters who surround him, and whose 
mantle ere his departure hence, and in violation of 
the tenth commandment, Mr. Buxton, has step- 
ped forward to claim as his right, and to ^cavef* 
as his province to wear. 

Whether the writer in the Review performs his 
task from ignorance or design, or from both, the 
sequel will enable us more clearly to determine. 

In examining and exposing the calumnies and 
misrepresentations brought forward by the Re- 
viewer and his associates, the public has a right 
to expect that whatever is stated shall be proved. 
They shall not be disappointed, for reference 
can be had on every point to authorities which 
cannot be doubted, and as we proceed, these 
will multiply and accumulate. 

Before entering upon this part of the subject, 
however, it may not be amiss to give the reader 
an opportunity of judging what the opinion of the 
Edinburgh Review formerly was upon these im- 
portant subjects. The annexed references will do 
this clearly and correctly ; and we scarcely think 
the believers in the Review will venture to state 
that the present critics are greater and ^bler 
men than the writer of the passages extracted, 
namely, the author of Colonial Policy, generally 
believed to be Mr. Brougham. — 
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" The Nefproes are truly the, Jacobins of the West India Islaiids. 
They are the anarchists, the terrorists, the domestic enemy. Against 
them it becomes rival nations to combine, and hostile Governments to 
coakBce. Tliey are a foe more to be dreaded than Turk or Tartar. — 
We detiest the odions traiBc' which has poured myriads of Africans into 
the Antilles ; but we must be permitted to feel some tenderness for onr 
European brethren, although they are white and civilized, and to depre- 
cate that inconsistent spirit of canting philanthropy, which, in Europe, 
is only excited by the wrongs and miseries of the poor and the profligate ; 
and on the other side of the Atlantic is never warmed but towards the 
savage, the mulatto, and the slave*'.— (Aev. vol. 1. p. 227.) 

" The vojrage across the Atlantic wUl neither change the colour of the 
Ethiopian, nor civilise him, nor alter his habits of indolence, nor inspire 
him with a love of voluntary labour. We consider our Author's scheme 
of cultivation by free Negroes to be impracticabie ; and for this we are 
easily consoled, by a conviction, that if carried into effect, it would be 
infinitely more dangerous, and scarcely less cruel, than the old system 
itself, with all its perils and horrors* It must either lead to the dominion 
of the cart-whip, or induce the insurrection of the Africans*'. — Edin, 
Aer.vol. l,p.235&237. 

'* All subordinate arrangements are better left to the Colonial Xiegis- 
latures. All the individuals who form the assemblies are concemed in the 
increase and preservation of the Negro stock ; in the improvement of the 
whole Colonial society ; and in the gradual reformation of the general 
system. Of their superior ability to devise and execute such measures, 
we cannot entertain the smallest doubt. They are men intimately ac- 
quainted with every minute branch of Colonial affairs, and accustomed, 
from their earliest years, to meditate upon no other subjects. They re- 
side in the heart of the system for which their plans are laid, and on 
which the success of every experiment is to be tried. To revise the do- 
mestic codes of the Colonies, would be a task which no European govern- 
ment could undertake. Let this branch of the Imperial Adm'.:)i8tration, 
then, be left to the care of those who are themselves the most immediate- 
ly interested in the good government of the distant provinces, and whose 
knowledge of local circumstances, of these things which cannot be writ- 
ten down in reports, nor told by witnesses, is more full and practical. 
Without pretending to dispute the supremacy of the Mother Country, we 
may be alloiired to doubt her omniscience; and the Colonial history of 
modern Europe, may well change our doubts into disbelief. Without 
standing up for the Colonies, we may suggest their more intimate ac- 
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quainUnce with th« details of tlM question. The only task for the Co- 
lonial Governmenta will be, to MyaUte the relathre rights of the twa 
classes, to prepare the eiviltmtion of the Subordinate race, and to cheek- 
those cruelties which may atiU appear m a few imstancbs of individvaL' 
INHUMANITY AND IMVOUCV j*^Bdt», Bt9, Tol. 2; and CoUfOai PoUcy, htf 
Mr, Brwghttmy rol. 2, p. 502*-^S. 

" It is scanely necessary to obserw^ that this advecgtes for the aholi- 
tion of the Slare Trade, most cordialxt refaobate all idea of eman- 
dipating the Slaves that ars alreaov in our plantations. Such a scheme 
indeed is sufficiently answered by the story of the Galley-Slayes in Don 
Quixote ; and we are persuaded, nerer had any place in the nunds of I^mso 
enlightened and judicious persons who have contended for the aboHtion 
with so much meritorious perseveranee."-^ifet;. vol. 4, p. 477. 

" With any other class of Colonial population, enfranchised Afiricma 
oaxi sever eoalesoe/'-oiitfir. vol* 5. p^ 236* 

" Whether all the MiflCBfBF of Nroro urbrty comes at obce, orfiiUa. 
upon the system with an instantaaeous shock, or only undbrminbs it 
oRlifeUALLY, and theh covers it with ruin in the end, we n^ed scaroely 
take the pains to enquire $ the alternative is almost equal." — As indepen* 
dent bodies, ** no civilized Government can listen to an AlLiancBl 
with thbm."— /fer. vol. 6, p. 341. 

'* No man is insane enough in these tunes to speak of enukncipatiDg 
the Slaves."— £</m. Rev, vqI. 19, p. 341. 

" The West Fndia C4>loiiies are of great importance in extending the 
maanfiteturca and commerce of the Mother Country. It is difficult to 
find any engine more efficient for the purpose. Possessing them, haa 
occasioned a pouring in of wealth into this country, much of which was* 
employed in fertilizing the soil. Hie wealth received from the Dutch. and 
other islands was, in fact, visible on wholb districts of the country, not 
only from the money expended, but in the very names of the spotsr 
brought into cultivation." — Speech, House of Commons (Mr. Brougham^) 
uipril 9, 1816. 

" Each attempt of the enemy in St. Domingo, or each effort of the 
Slaves themselves to imitate the example of that settlement Will shake 
to its base the whole Western wing of the European community, till in^ 
the course of a few years, the frail tenure will give way on which we hold- 
THO^B FiNB POSSESSIONS ; and all the monuments of the European name 
iin the southern part of the New World will vanish before the tempest. 
The teal question in many a thinking man's mind is, how long they will 
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akfftt Its t4 exUt U the Ktw W^ld i All ih« irguviiAU ^ tbe iNiublk; ^ 
a thousaod metaphysicians will never explkip i^way the^e ,fact^" — Edin, 
Met. voi 6, f. 340, and 34(5. ' ' 

It cooid sciaf cely bftv^ been expected tbfttHi^ 
Critic's opinions and sentiments 6n thene tnmn^n-' 
1«ttB qa^fitioiftS/ WiMild hare run, aft tfcey hatid 
done, so soon tb tbe opposite extreme* - 

Following the interested but tbouj^tt^s opi^ 
nion of Mr. Cropper, who ^serts in his woiricj 
p« 46, that the East Indies ^ can grow Sxigut 
sufficient for the coaWtnptioii of dl the won^ld^ 
and at half the price at which it is proAuoed iii 
the West^'^ the Reviewer is led into a faAai 
error. The very peremptory and airthoritAttY<d 
manner in which this is repeated and assidooUaly 
eircnlafed, in order to mislead this coantry, hud 
induce the Government to adopt measures which 
would ruin the West India Colonies, render^ it 
necessary to examine this point strictly, in ordte 
to shew its fallacy— its absurdity— its misehi^. 

Inst^bd of Sugar being raised to the e&tent 
stated in India, the fact, on e]s:aoliinatiOn, will be 
found to be, that it is raised bot in a very lianked 
quantity. Instead of being produced at an ex*- 
traordinary cheap rate, it is certain, that erts^ty 
where it costs more than it does either in Hat 
W«st India Colonies^, or other Colomal Posses- 
sions of Foreign Powers. Instead of being 
exported to supply the demand of the world, it 
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will be found to be perfectly notorious, that it is 
not raised in sufficient quantities to supply tbe 
wants of Eastern countries, in the vicinity of In- 
dia, which yield none ; nay, not even to supply 
the internal consumption of India itself, into 
which a large quantity of Sugar is imported from 
other places in the Eastern world. Instead of 
being raised at a price that enables the East In- 
dia farmer, or merchant, to undersell all other 
nations, it will be found to be an incontrovertible 
&ct, that the former are not only in their own 
markets, but in the markets of every country in 
the East, undersold by Sugar of a vastly superior 
quality, brought from Java, Manilla, and China; 
and last, though not least, that Sugar is made 
in the East as in the West Indies, by Slaves. 

It is not necessary to have recourse to any 
other authority beyond the official report pub- 
lished by the East India Company themselves, 
in December 1822, to prove these important 
truths. Had the Reviewer ever looked into the 
report in question beyond the page or the pas- 
sages which at head-quarters have in all pro- 
bability been set down to him, he would have 
p^ceived that a regular succession of official 
documents, continued through a period of thirty- 
two years, from 1790 to 1823, falsify in the most 
complete manner, the statements he has been 
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made the channel to convey. A book^ liiowever^ 
containing upwards of five hundred closely 
printed folio pages^ with a variety of intricate 
arithmetical tables^ was no doubt too much for 
a modem critic to wade through. A report by 
the East India Company^ February 39^ 1792^ 
indeed^ countenances the delusion^ and says that 
the production of Sugar in BengsJ^ ^ is capable 
of being carried to any extent^ for which a de- 
mand can be found*.'* This report, however, 
it must be recollected, was framed, and this 
opinion was expressed, immediately after the in- 
surrection in St Domingo had bared the Sugar 
market to an extensive degree, when the East 
India Coikipany conceived that it was a favour- 
able opportunity to turn their attention to their 
Indian territories, as a quarter from whence the 
public could look for an adequate supply. Sub- 
sequent events shewed the fallacy of their opi- 
nions and speculations, and Mr. Pitt at that 
time, decidedly and justly, resisted every appli- 
cation from them, for introducing the principle 
of the equalization of duty. His comprehen- 
sive mind saw, that by such a principle once 
established, the West Indies might readily be 
ruined without benefit to India. 

The report distinctly informs us that the ex- 

* Official Report, page 2. 
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tf^me poverty bftlie peasantry of India/ puts it 
otit of their power to cultivate the Cane without 
pecuniary assistance* To enable th^tri to do &o> 
they borrow money from Sugar^bak^rs at a vi6ry 
high rate of inteirest^ and to repay this> they are 
forced to cut their Canes before they are ripei; 
thus losing their labour;^ and destroyitig th^ 
qiiality of the produce, ^ Agriculture also h^$ 
never been carried beyond its first stag6 m 
Bengal*'' The population are ignorant^ and 
averse to innovation. Valst quantities of land 
remain uncultivated^ and though Bengal from 
extent^ might supply all India with Sugegr, ^ yet 
it is certain that it never has supplied more than 
a third of the demand M those places'* imme- 
diately adjoining. All the productions are of an 
inferior quality. In 1821, an order for the ship- 
ment of 9000 maunds (6750 cwt) to England, 
could not be executed, so deficient was the 
supply*. The Board of Trade in Bengal, 
1792 1, deny very pointedly, that India can 
supply ^ any quantity^ of Sugar at a short 
notice. Casualties of various kinds, and dry 
weather destroy the crops. In 1793 they report 
the same, and state, notwithstanding the great 
demand for Europe, that, ^ the cultivation had 

* Report, pages 13, 44, 97, 107, first Appwidix. 
t August 31, 1792, Report, p. 70. Comm. to Gor. General. 
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not kept pace in any considerable degree^ ivitii 
tbe Company's exports alone ;" for as the exports 
increased^ the internal consumption decreased^ 
from the price adrancing so high tiiat the poor 
natives could not afford to buy it ^* They give 
most satisfactory reasons for this ; reasons which 
cannot change till tibe nature and character of 
the population of India are changed. ^ Con-^ 
sidering^ say they " the general poverty of the 
people of these provinces^ the eitpense of the 
cultivation of tlie Sugar Cane^ the length of time 
before the returns are made^ and the several 
persons whose interests are first affected and 
benefited^ ere the peasant can find his situation 
bettered^ alMl his means enlai^ed by the increased 
price given by the exporter; we are not sur* 
prised that the unusual export of these four years 
past^ has not had a greater effect than we ex-* 
perience in extending cultivation. '^ 

Upon a further reference to the General Re- 
port, not only a confirmation of these fects are 
obtained, but it is apparent that the Sugar Trade 
of India with all the countries in the East is de- 
clining, and in the most unsatisfactory state, 
where it might be flourishing ; aiid where, if pro- 
per attention were paid, and encouragement 
given by the government to the cultivation of 

♦ July 22, 1793, p. 241, Report Ist Appendix. 
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the Cane^ they might retain and command the 
market. The complaints of all the servants of 
the Company to the Directors on this head^ have 
been loud^ strongs and often repeated. Before 
the capture of Calcutta^ 50^000 maunds of Sugar 
were annually exported to Madras, Bombay, 
Surat, Muscat, and other parts of the Persian 
Gttlph, and to Mocha and Jidda, for which 
specie was returned. Subsequently to that event, 
the exports continued to decline, till in 1776, 
(so says) the Fort William Revenue Consulta- 
tions *, it may be doubted if Bengal produces 
enough for its own consumption. By a succes- 
sion of absurd restrictions, duties, and political 
blunders, the Sugar Trade was lost to India. 
Other nations took it up, and notwithstanding 
tiie advantages which Bengal enjoyed over other 
countries in point of freight alone, the northern 
parts of India arid Arabia, were supplied with 
Sugar by the Dutch from Batavia, and large 
quantities were imported into Hindostan from 
China f. 

The loss of the trade produced serious con- 
sequences to British India. The west coast of 

* Report, 1st Appendix, p. 12. 

t iBt Appendix, p. 12, and 4th Appendix, p 49. The trade thus lost 
was not recovered at subsequent periods. '' The Bombay market," says 
Mr. Bebb— Memorial to Marqiiis Comwftllis, July 9, 1780, Report, 1st. 
App. p. 16, 'Ms supplied with Sugar from China, Manilla, Batavia, as 
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Hindostaa supplies the rest of the continent 
with cotton^ and is consequently the great market 
for Sugar. There the article ^ is a neceMary 
of life *•'' It consequently enters into every 
scheme of trade in that quarter^ and while the im- 
ports from China increased, (and the more rapid- 
ly because Sugar formed ballast for the cot-r 
ton ships from Canton) the Sugar which these 
brottght^as paid for in specie, thus depriving 
the British Settlements of ten lacs of rupees 
annually, thereby taking away from the circula- 
ting medium instead of adding to it, and leaving 
the produce raised by the labourers in different 
other provinces on their hands. Instead of 
freighting a ship from Bombay to Calcutta, and 
bringing back Sugar for cotton, the merchant 
was^ iii this state of things, compelled to freight 
a ship from Calcuttiei with specie, first to Ba- 
tavia or China, and thence to return to Bombay 

well as -from Bengal." The MalmttoT% wlio are great consumerB of Sugar, 
prefer the Bengal Sugars at the same price, but so absurd were the regu- 
lations regarding this valuable branch of trade, that according to the 
Bengal public consultations. Sept 8, 1790, Report, ist App. p. 18, ** the 
Bengal Sugars paid both in the market of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, 
as high a duty as Sugar brought from foreign parts, exclusive of the 
duty which might have been levied in the proyinces from whence it had 
been brought, without allowing any bounty or drawback on exportation. 
Sugar was eren imported into Madras from Ceylon, Batavia, China, &c. 
" We have to deplore an inqtortation of Sugar (1803) from Bombay to 
the amount of 27,000 Rupees." (4th App. p. 49, Report.) 
* Report, 1st Appendix, page 13. 
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with foreign Sugars to purchase cotton, the pro- 
duce of his own country, by which mode of con- 
ducting the trade it was not only rendered in- 
jurious to Indja, but very complex, tedious, and 
expensive *^^.^ ; 

When the re^Hjtyictions on the trade to India were 
apparently in some measure relaxed to British 
subjects trading direct from Britain, all the evils 
above mentioned were aggravated and increased. 
The European demand, at Calcutta and Madras, 
raised the price of Sugar in these markets so 
high, that the introduction of Sugar from China, 
Batavia, &c., followed of course, not only into 
Bombay, but into every part of India, and tended 
to destroy the trade in Indian Sugars from port 
to port in India.f In fact, the demand men* 
tioned merely increased the introduction of 
foreign Sugars into India, not the cultivation 
of Sugar in that country, much of which Sugar 
found its way, under the name of Indian Sugar, 
both into Great Britain and the continent of 
Europe, to markets glutted and depressed by 

* Report, 1st Appendix, page 13. 
t As the European demand increased the exports from Calcutta to 
Bombay, and from Calcutta to the Persian and Arabian Onlphs decreased, 
the exports to which places had, for some years previous, begun to re- 
▼iye. The diminution of the trade between Calcutta and Bombay in 
1817-18 (4th Appendix, Rep. p. 44, 45), both in imports and exports was 
very considerable. The falling-off in Sugar alone amounted to j£38,970^. 
The trade and returns of the Chinese and Batavtans were proportionally 
benefited and rendered more valuable. 
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Sugars from the foreign West India Cokmies. 
The great namber of British ships also which 
then crowded to these ports^ ia order to proeure 
freight, were compelled to have recourse to 
KkauTy an inferior kind of Sugar, which rendered 
their loss in the European market the greater ♦. 

It is very evident, therefore, from these facts, 
drawn from the official report of the East India 
Company, that India, so far from producing 
Sugar sufficient to supply the world, does not 
produce Sugar sufficient to supply the de^siand 
which exists within her own bounds and the 
other 'markets which are or might be open to her 
in the East. Neither can India at present pro^ 
duce any considerable quantity of Sugar. The 
greatest importation into England from Madras 
and Bengal, after the utmost exertions were used 
to procure it, has never exceeded 7,784 tonsf. 

But the annexed references will place these 
facts in a clearer light J. Besides the Board of 

* 4th Appendix, Report, page 43. 

t Parliamentary Paper, No. 70, Session 1823. 

X Appendix 4th, pages 64, 65, 70, 71, 72, and 73. 

Exports, Bengal Imports, Bombay £xport», focfia 



rears. 


to Britain. 


from China. 


to Britain. 


1814-15 


^85,825 


ig 126,910 


jg 113,940 


1815-16 


81,843 


148,423 


io(i,ioa 


1816-17 


. 104,371 


123,40(^ 


114,111 


1817-18 


125,204 


146,888 


132,449 


1«1S-19 


124^098 


245,372 


138,978 


1819-20 


135,442 


214,521 


224,1^ 



Calculating the Rupee at 2s. each. 
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Trade of Bengal * tell us, upon the authority of 
the President of Radnagore, that three-fifths of 
the Jdggree produced in that district is consumed 
in it, and fiirther, that the districts of Barb- 
hoom, Rungpore, Radnagore, and Benares, are 
the only districts which produce Sugar beyond 
their own consumption. 

But there is another reason why India cannot 
export Sugar to an unlimited extent ; namely, 
that in Bengal, the great Sugar country of 
India, the cane, more especially in the neighbour- 
hood of Calcutta, is chiefly consumed in its raw 
state, as more profitable than manufacturing it 
into Sugar. The following official statement 
will shew the difference— 

lU. As. 
' Cultivatiiig five Begahf , !{ acres, for Sugar - - 161 9| 
Value, Gboor or Sugar therefrom 192 8 

Profit, 20 per Cent. 30 14i 

CultiTating five Begahs Cane, for eating - - - 105 9 
Value, Canes sold in Calcutta 6250 

Profit, 500 per Cent. - - 519 7t 



From India it is obvious, therefore, that there 
can be no great exportation, unless the price 
rises to an equal extent. 

Hitherto the Sugars from India htfve been con- 

• 4tli S^t. 1792, Ist App. Rep. p. 104, 105. 
t Rep. Sir E. Colebrooke, Cakutto, 21st Oct. 1792, pages 176, 177. 
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sidered only as it regards quantity^ without any 
regard to its quality. In this latter respect it is 
greatly inferior to all other Sugar ; nor can it 
be otherwise, from the manner in which it is 
manufactured. All the machinery and utensils 
employed for the purpose^ are the rudest and 
most barbarous that it is possible to conceive *• 
In its first stage, or Jagory, it is '^ a black dis- 
gusting mass^ and in its second ^ an impure 
dark coloured damp Sugar. '^ In fact, after the 

* In the Report, ist App. pages 72, 73, 84, 85, 89, 100, 101, 211, and 
3d App. pages 13, 22, 23, we find the process '.—Sometimes the Cane is 
squeezed or rather groand in hand mills, but more generally betvreen two 
roHeiii placed perpendicular or horisontal, and very frequently by a kind of 
bpindlc working like a pestle in a mortar, without the smallest attention 
to-cleanliness, or to having pure vessels to receive the juice. The wretched 
knachines are placed at the side of the Cane fields which are to be cut. 
A sufficient number of people bring the Canes to the mill, .without strip- 
pingor cleaning them of their various impurities. At the mill, a man in 
some^listricts cuts the Cane into pieces six inches long, and in other dis- 
tricts into pieces only \\ inches long. Another man puts these pieces 
into the basket of the man who feeds the mill ; a fourth drives the bul- 
Ideks ; a fifth carries the juice to the boiler in small pots, mixed as it is, 
with dirt and pieces of mogass ; a sixth attends the fire ; a seventh sup- 
plies the fuel ; and the eighth manages the boiler. The juice is boiled in 
flat-iron pans, and is, says Hamilton, passed through several until it is 
sofidently inspissatbd, which is when it has been reduced to onb- 
FOURTH part. Nothing is either added to it or taken from it. It is not 
scummed. It in fact contains many impurities. This inspissated juice 
is called Jagory, or Jaggee, or more properly " Cake extract," and 
** Pot EStTRACT," the former *' a black disgusting mass, but superior 
to the Mher, which is less initpissated, and which is put into earthen potSj 
&c.*' Jagory or Okoor, in order to make Dowloa Sugar, is put into 
close baskets till mie-foiirth drops gradually through. " What remains in 

C 
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yarious tedious processei) and delays to whick it 
is subjected in the course of manufiK^ture^ it is 
sui^rising that Sugar even of the worst quality 
should be produced. Yet with all these &cts 
and references before him^ the Reviewer has had 
the hai'dihood to assert^ (No. 75, p. 215,) that 
West India Sugar is of ^a very inferior qua-^ 
HtyJ^ The quality, however, of this boasted In- 
dian Muiscovado Sugar in its third state, as it is 

the baskets being an impure dark-coloured damp Sugar,** is put Into other 
badcets, after which it undergoes various other processes till it reaches 
the'scale of €%«»ee, the kind of SogW sent lo Eagland, and from whkh, 
by ANOTHER process, a kind of refined Sugar is made ; 640 Serf (1287 
lbs.) Jagory, after another process, produces 480 Sers of Sugar, wluch 
bd^ again reboiled, at the end of 75 or 80 da3rs produces, in a finer pvp- 
cess, 144 Strs Sugar, or about one-fifth of the orifj^al quantity. The 
reatelnder is molasses and scummings. '* Cake Extract" produces 96 
Sen firodi 480. In some districts the better kind of inspissated juice 
Is caAed BilULE£,/bHr maundt of which produce one maund of Chbneb* 
After the jmce is boiled into Jagory, it is not unfrequently carried 100 
wSks in jars, and sold to a second class of Sugar Manufacturers, on very 
low terms, who boil it down once or twice and get 201b8. Sugar from a 
mmmd (841bs.) of JagOry. The Sugar thus obtained is of a soft greasy 
quality, proceeding from the quantity of milk put into it to correct the 
acidity of the juice. Before boiling, the juice is sometimes carried to a 
coiisiderable distance and sold to people who are Sugar Boilers. One mill 
and one set of implements, though rude and simple, serve for several farms. 
It is • only large farmers that cut one acre of Ciines in a year. The 
implements and machinery generally belong to some wealthy man, who 
hires them out to his poorer neighbours. The work also is often performed 
by the joint labour of the fanners, and the Crop must be finished in six 
weeks. From such a miserable system the Sugar must infallibly be bad, 
and the cost, however cheap the labour in each process may be, must 
ultimately come to be very high. 
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brought to England^ was put to the test by 
order of the East India Company in 1791^ and 
the following report by Mr, Favers, an eminent 4 
Sugar Refiner in London, dated April 19th, 
1791, clearly established its great inferiority. 
" It proved," says he, ^ extremely different in 
its nature from any Sugar that had ever passed 
through his pans ; it had no disposition to gra- 
nulate like West India Sugar; though tem- 
pered with strong lime-water ; and now that it 
has undergone the operation of claying it has 
become very soft, and of the nature of Soap 
when it has been a long time in water." — 

Cwt. qn. lbs. 

One Cwt. of it produced clayed Sugar Oil 
Syrup 1 23 
Heading 10 
Scum 1 16 



1 1 12* 



Relying, or affecting to rely, upon the infor- 
mation and evidence of Sir Henry Colebrooke, 
and Thomas Scot, Esq. The Reviewer, page 
214, states, first upon the authority of the for- 
mer: "Bengal produces Sugar generally. It 
is cheaply produced, and frugally manufactured. 
Raw Sugar proctired in a mode peculiar to 
Inditty but analogous to the process of making 

• Rep. p. 4.— The diflFerence or extra weight, arises no doubt from the 
quantity of water, &c. added. / 

c2 
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muscovado^ costs less than five shillings sterling 
per cwt. In the British West Indies^ it cannot' 
be produced for six times the price*.'* Secondly, 
upon the authority of the latter, he adds, 
^ Khaur Shucker, is the best Sugar for the 
British market, and resembles the Sugar we get 
from the West Indies, which is now selling at 
7d. per lb.; this is raised by the middling 
classes; but the Zemindars, being more opulent, 
go on a larger scale : — 2i^ Rupees, the average 
price mentioned by Mr. Scot, is at the present 
rate of exchange about 6;?. Sd^ per cwt." From 
India, therefore, '^ the largest supply would 
hardly exceed half the ordinary price at which 
it is obtained from the West Indies P 

Mr. Cropper in his report, written for the 
Liverpool East India Association, takes up the 
same ground. In page 20, he informs us, that 
" Sugar can be produced much cheaper in the 
East Indies, than in the West, and that this 
is a strong reason why the claims of the West 
Indies should not be granted." And in pages 
48, 49, and 58, he continues, ^ why should the 
people of England be compelled to submit to a 
clear y undisputed^ and acknowledged tax, to 

* This is not true— 30*. per cwt. in the West Indies, would be a good 
•aving price at this moment. 
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force up the price of an article to 6|</. which^ 
without any diminution of the revenue, the peo- 
ple could get at 2^. or 3rf. per lb.'' 

When Sir Henry Colebrooke, and Thomas 
Scot^ Esq. came forward with such ridiculous 
statements, it may convince the most thoughtless, 
that individuals may reside long in India, and 
yet know very little of its agricultural or com- 
mercial concerns. That Sugar, such as is brought 
^ from the West India Colonies," for the con- 
sumption of this country, can be raised in India; 
that it is raised in that country, or any where 
else, at ^ five shillings sterling per cwt^ is 
positively impracticable. Whether Sir Henry 
Golebrboke, and Mr. Scot, knew the fact or not, 
I will not pretend to determine ; but, that both 
Mr. Cropper^ and the Reviewer, when they 
stated this low price, should not know, the one 
from his own experience as a merchant, the other 
from the official report in his hands, that what 
they were asserting was incorrect, it is difficult 
to imagine. There is not indeed a page in the 
report in question, that does not falsify in the 
completest, and most decided manner, the daring 
assertion, made of the superior cheapness of Su- 
gar produced in the Eastern world. In India, the 
price of the Jagory, from which the muscovado 
Sugar is produced, is from Qs. 4^rf. per cwt. to 

c3 
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lis. 4t^d. per cwt., according to its quality^ and 
this produces only one fourth or one half the 
quantity of muscovado Sugar^ doubling the price 
in the one case^ and quadrupling it in the other; 
as the refuse in the process may be supposed to de- 
fray the expense of the labour required. In gene- 
ral the price of Jagory is from 6^. to 85. per cwt.^ 
yet it is this wretched substance — ^this ^ hhwk 
disgusting mass,^ four cwt. of which^ scarcely 
make one cwt. of bad Sugar; it is this Jagory, 
that the critic, and Messrs. Cropper and Co. 
(whether from ignorance or design, I know not) 
set down as the Indian Sugar seen in the British 
market ; and this price, — ^the price of that Jagory 
in India, which they state as the price of good , 
Indian Sugar in the British market. But the price 
of Indian Sugar is in reality very different, and 
bears a much higher value *, The price in India, 

* In order that the facts regarding these important subjects, may be 

placed fully before the reader, I shall endearonr to draw up a condensed 

snmmary of them, under different heads from the official voluminotis 

report. 

Expense op manupacturino Sugar. 

llie cultivator of Sugar is either the immediate proprietor of the land, or 
a person who rents it from the proprietor. Compared with the materials 
for cultivation in the West Indies, the materials employed in the East are 
light, cheap, and removable from place to place *. In Bengal, umple 
diet, and scanty clothing suffice the peas&nt, and the price of labour is 
consequently low — rather under 2d, per day. The dwelling of the manu- 
facturer, or rather Sugar Planter, is a straw hut; he requires little capital, 

* Report, 1st. App. p. 53. 
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according to the official reports referred to^ varies 
from Ganjam the highest 30** S\fd. per cwt., to 
Radnagore the lowest 16«. \\d. per cwt.^ ac- 

and the abode of the immediate labourer, or bondman, is still more 
h'amUe*. The boiling utensito, four Cudgree pots, are only val«ed ift 
2<f. each. The Sugar-bakers, in the moatha of September and October, 
when they perceive that the crop is secured (but not till then) advaiiee 
money to the Ifyota at a very high interest, but without which, they eoidd 
not Carry on the cultivation and manufacture f. Nevertheless^ says Bu* 
chanan, *' the Planters in the West Indieahave a decided advantage over 
those in Hindostan, in climate, soil, carriage, and skill in agricultiire and 
mechanics," though the price of labour, and African labourers are much 
against them %. In order to induce the peasants to bring forward a greater 
quantity of Sugar, the Company advanced large sums of money to them ; 
but bad seasons, and untoward commercial events, destroyed the prospecti 
of both, and the money was consequently lost §. The tax on land, when 
cultivated in Sugar, is £2. 2t* 9d. stealing per acre||, and the expense 
of cultivating one Begah, or 1600 square yards of land in Sugar, is 20 
Sicca Rupees, or 46«. %d, sterling. Hamilton in Us survey, says the expense 
of cultivating canes, is considerably greater than in cultivating, grain, and 
whenever Sugar is to be raised, the rbnt is high. The same field which 
when it is cultivated in grain pays one Rupee rent, pays Five Rupees 
when cultivated in Sugar. In proportion to the Sugar land in the dis- 
trict, tiie rent is high. The formers who cultivate Sugar, are not rieher 
than those who cultivate grain %* In the district of Nvndydroog (Mysore) ^ 
Dr. HevnE states that the Red cane is cultivated, but it cannot be 
produced a second time on the same field. The cane impoverishes the 
land so much, that they do not account it a profitable article of culti- 
vation **. 

Produce of their Mills, &c. 

The mill goes night and day, worked by two bullocks at a time, which 
are changed every two hours, or after their labour has produced twelve 
gallons of juice. These bullocks do no more work that day. The mill 

* Report, 1st. App. p. 80. f Report, 1st. App. p. 211. I Report, 
3rd. App. p. 12. % Report, p. 126, Bengal Board of Trade, 25th. Sep. 

1792. tl Report, 3rd. App. p. 20. % Report, Ist. App. p. 120, 

and Report, 3rd. App. p. 24. ** Report, 3rd. App. p. 38. 
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QOirding to the quality^ and according to the 
distance the districts which produce Sugar^ 
are from the port of export, by which the car- 
expresses about 7,000 Canes, which produce about 218 alegaUons of juice 
in.24 hours, which juice yields about 1 ^ cwt. of sugar (Jagvry). Four- 
teen bullocks are employed about the mill, and seren men . attend the 
works during the process of boiling *. In other places the mills do not 
produce so much. A cattle-mill will produce, says the Report, page 100. 
from 75 to 80 lbs. ^'a^ory per dayf. Hamilton, in his Survey, informs us 
that 16 men and 20 oxen assemble in one place from the neighbourhood. 
The whole work night and day in cutting, carrying, grinding, and boiling 
the Canes and Cane juic^e. The juice is boiled till reduced to one sixth. It 
is never scummed. The labour of these people, and the 20 oxen, produce 
in 24 hours only, 476 lbs. inspissated juice, or about 1 cwt. of sugar. 
A begah, one-third of an acre, produces 168 mons — 13,891 lbs. Cane, 
which yields 14 wmwi*— 1,159 lbs. ** pot extract." A mill with eight 
men and 12 oxen clear half ah acre of Cane in 12 days, working 12 hours 
each day^. And Roxburgh states, that a mill which goes night and day 
expresses 7,000 Canes, which produce 14 maunds jagory — 7 maunds 
RAW, or li cwt. Sugar, At Chinapatam, the mill in 24 hours produces 
three boilings, each about 1 cwt. Jagory— about 90 lbs. Sugar§. 
. The same quantum of laboiu: would, in the West Indies, produce ten — 
twenty times the quantity of Sugar. A six-horse power steam engine, 
equal to the power of 30 men, would squeeze 300 gallons of liquor in less 
than an hour. Forty negroes, six mules, and 4 cattle, cut, carry, cart, 
grind, boil, and complete the manufacture of 30 cwt. of Sugar in 14 hours. 

Produce of Sugar per acre in India. 
The two kinds of Cane that are cultivated in Hindostan are, the purple 
or Batavia Cane, the hardest and contfuning the least quantity of juice, 
but most sweet : the white cane, the softest, which contains the greatest 
quantity of juice, but least sweet||. Sugar is also made from the date tree, 
which produces juice by incision after it arrives at the age of ten years. 
The produce of an acre of land varies very considerably. The Bengal 
Board of Trade state it to be from 4^ to 15 cwt. but the average may be 

* Report, 3d, App. p. 11. f Report, Ist, App. p. 100. 

X Report, 3d, App. p. 23 & 24. § Report, 3d, App. p. 13 & 14. 
II Report, 1st App. p. 75. 
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riage and expenses attending the transporting 
of it are more or less enhanced. The expense 
of bringing Ganjam Sugar to Madras, the export 

taken at 10 cwt*. Buchanan estimates it to be in some places 13i cwt. 
Nine cwt. he states, is considered a bad, and 15 cwt. a good crop. The 
Cane ought not to be cut in less than 12 months from the date of planting. 
A crop from ratoons is seldom taken ; when it is, it is always poor and 
trifling. The fields are watered by labour, and are exceedingly liable to 
be scorched by drought. A calagu of land (1 l-5th acre) requires by one 
account 18,000, and by another 50,000 plants. Sometimes the land is 
manured, and a second crop taken, but in general two crops of rice 
must intervene between every crop of Sugar. Thirty-seven gallons of 
best juice, makes 1 cwt. Jagoryf, Roxburgh states that half a vissttm 
(one acre) yields in a good season 10 candy of Sugar, each candy 500 lbs. 
Vkd worth, on the 'spot, from 16 to 24 rupees, according to the demand. 
One-sixth part forms Ghoor^, A candaica of land, equal to 3,876 of au 
acre, produces 21,000 Canes. The value of produce Sugar per acre is, on 
good land, from £5 .. 1 7 to £2 .. 18 .. 6 §. An acre , says another account, 
produces 15 cwt. Raw Sugar (that is jagory), worth £22 ..15, but o«e- 
tkird must be deducted for the expense of manufacturing, which leaves 
£15.. 3.. 411. 

The poyerty of the soil is clearly shewn from the number of plants re- 
quired, from 18,000 to 50,000 per acre. In the West Indies it varies 
from, 5,500, to 8,000 per acre. Poor land requires most In ordinary 
land, and in IHant Canes, an acre will produce above 32,000 Canes 
from six to twelve feet long (strong soils produce much taller) and 
which yields in Sugar from 30 to 45 cwt. Eighteen hundred gallons 
of raw juice will, upon an average of the crop of sea-side estates, make 
17 cwt. (1,904 lbs.) Sugar, exclusive of molasses, so that in every respect 
West India cultivation and management are infinitely superior to the cul- 
tivation and management in the East Indies. 

Price of Jagory in India. 
' Jagory sells in many places at 6 *. 4|rf. per cwt. and one acre fre* 
quently yields only 8i cwtf . Jagory^ produced from a wet soil, setts at 

* Report, 1st, App. p. 100, 102, 103. 

t Report, 3d, App. pages 4, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18. 

X Ibid. § Ibid. [( Ibid. 

^ Report;^. 3d, App. p. 15. 
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port^ is 7^. Sd. per cwt. freight, and 2^. Sd. 
extra charge for packing it in boxes. The ave- 
rage price at the latest dates from the Calcutta 

8#. Oid, and that produced on a dry soil at 11 5. 9'|rf. per cwt.* At 
Killamalgalam, the price of Jagory is lis. 4d.7-l0ihs. per cwt.f. At the 
lowest price, the quantity of Sugar produced is scarcely one-fourthy and in 
the higher and finer quality under m\e-half. 

Prices of Sugar in India, &c. 

In 1791, the prices at clearing the warehouses were, vix. 

Benares Sugar .... £.0 17 4 per cwt. 

Rnngpore do. 17 6^ — 

Soonamooky 103 — 

Radnagore 16 U — 

Exclusive of all expenses in India for carriage, shipping, &c. about 20 
per cent, on prime cost. It is remarkable that Sugar is lowest in thtf 
provinces where strongest gndned $• 

The collector of Can jam district reports the price of Sugar there to 
be, viz, 

1st kind, per cwt. - ^ > - £. 1 10 8^ 
2d do. — - ... 1 5 7 

3d do. -- • . . . 1 5^§ 

From the Report of the Bengaj Board of Trade, July 22d. 1793, it 
appears that 7,117 tons Sugar, purchased and shipped to England, at a 
Ifane when war had made no advance in the price of materials for culti- . 
Tatk>n, cost 2,343,314 Rupees, about £.234,331, nearly 33#. per cwt. 
(Rnpee then 10 p. c. more.) At a subsequent period, the prime cost and 
charges of 4,540 tons shipped to England, amounted to £.222,249 11#. 
and which, if sold at 50«. per cwt. would bring L.222,388, leaving only 
£.138 9«ofproat||. 

The Java Sugar differs from the Bengal Sugar very materially, both ii^ 
quality and process of manufacture, the latter being carried on upon the 
same extensive system as in the West Indies. It is principally exported 
to Japan and Europe, but considerable quantities are sent to the Malabar 

* Report, 3d, App. p. 12. f Rep. 3d, App. p. 20. 

X Report, 1st, App. p. 56. * % Rep. Ist, App. p. 250. 

It Report, Ist App. p. 222, 249. 
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market^ may be taken about 22^. per cwt. in the 
warehouses, and the official report accordingly 
states it last year at 21s. 4d. At different 
periods, however, the Company paid as high as 
25^. and 3bs. per cwt. in India ; so high in feet, 
that when sold in Britain at 50^. exclusive of 

coast. It is greatly superior to Hindostan Sugar in quality. Although 

there is a great number of slares (40,000) in Jara, yet the cultivatioii of 

the cane is chiefly carried on by free labourers, who are hired at the 

miseniUe pittance of two dollars per month ! The production of Sugar 

19 on the increase in Java. The quantity manufactured was, viz — 

In 1799 30,131 peculs 

1800 106,513 — 

1801 107,498 — 

1802 94,903 — * 

The prices in Java, China, and Bencoolen, have already been noticed, 

and it is unnecessary here to repeat them; they are taken finom the same 

authority. Considering the superior quality, they are greatly cheaper 

than Indian Sugar. 

Charges on Sugar in India. 

Additional charge for packing in boxes, Is, 7 id, per cwt. 

Boat hire to ship - - - 7rf. — 

In 1792, when prime cost was £.26 lOs, the Company charged 20 per 
cent, or £.5 6s. for charges previous to leaving the Indian port ; and at 
that time they state Sugar cost them, landed in England, 55«. 10i</. ex- 
elusive of interest of money, insurance, and wastagef* An official letter, 
dated Madras, 2d March, 1798, states that the charges on Ganjam Sugar 
from purchasing in the district till shipped, were 10«. 11</. per cwt.; th« 
wastage in the voyage 7 per cent, and on other Sugars 4 per cent.^ 

Expenses of conveying to England. 
In 1792, the freight charged was £.26 10«. per ton; in 1793, £.15 per 
ton ; in 1798, £1 4s, 5d, per ton ; and in 1816—17, and 1317—18, lOs. 
per ton, as dead weight — charges in England 3s, 9d, per cwt.§ 

* Report, 3rd App. p6. 39, 89, 91, 92, and 93. 
t Report, 1st App. p. 43, 56, 71, 250. X Report, 2d App. p. 33. 

I Report, 1st App. p. 56, 240, 252 ; 2d. App. p. 23 ; and 4th App. p. 44. 
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duty, it barely cleared cost and charges. When 
brought to market in England, Sugar for a series 
of years during the war, cost the Company 
55^. 10^. per cwt., exclusive of interest of 
money, insurance, and wastage. 

Having considered the price of Sugar in Hin- 
dostan, it may now be of importance to consider 
what the value of it is in other countries in the East. 
The Sugar produced in Java alone, is equal to 
that produced in Manilla and the West Indies. 
'' It can be brought to market at about the 
same price.'' The price of the first quality, 
equal to Jamaica, is 2bs. per cwt. It is chiefly 
cultivated, says Sir Stamford Raffles, by the 
Chinese. From Mr. Crawford's account of the 
Eastern Archipelago, it appears that Sugar at 
that time could be produced at 8^. 4rf. per cwt. 
The price, however, to the European Merchant 
at the shipping port, " as purchased from the 
Planters,"' was best white, from 5 to 6^ dollars, 
and brown, from 4 to 4^ dollars, per pecul of 
1361bs. avoirdupoise ; and it is sold to the ex- 
porter, white at 8 dollars, and brown 6 dollars 
per pecul. The Dutch carry Java Sugar to 
Japan where none is produced, and sell it there 
at 20 Spanish dollars per pecul of 1251bs. Good 
marketable Sugar costs, in Bencoolen, from 4 
to 5 dollars per pecul; m^ the price in China 
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!S^ from 4 to 6 tales {6s. Sd. each) per pecul^ 
about 28^. the cwt 

Such are the prices of Sugar in Hindostan^ 
and in other countries which produce Sugar in 
the Eastern world. TThe freight and charges in 
the transporting of it to Great Britain, is the 
next object meriting consideration. In 1791, it 
appears the freight was 26^. 6rf. per cwt. ; in 
1793, 15.9.; in 1798, 24*. 5rf.; and in 1816 and 
1817, when charged and carried as dead weighty 
10*. It is also subject to other charges, such 
as insurance -expenses and commissions, at ship- 
ping, wastage from 4 to 7 per cent ; and the 
mercantile charges in England upon effecting 
sales, &c in the market, at least 4s. per cwt. ; 
while the wastage and other charges cannot fail 
to amount to as much more. From Parliamen- 
tary Paper, No. 70, Session 1823, it appears 
that previous to 1815, the freight and charges 
to Britain, upon Sugar, is generally one-half 
more than the prime cost, and sometimes double. 
Even at this moment, the regular freight and 
charges from India to England alone, cannot be 
less than 18*. per cwt. It is possible it may, 
for particular reasons, cost less ; but to make 
the transport of it a saving trade, it ought not 
to be less, nor even so low. Carrying it as 
dead weight or ballast for vessels, is not a trade 
that Britain or British Merchants should covet 
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or look forward to. To use the words of Mr. 
Huskisson^ House of Commons^ May 22d., ^^ if 
once we are to look to any thing like a consider- 
able supply, we must freight ships in the regular 
way ; when a considerable addition would be 
made to the price.^^ This is such a self-evident 
fact, that though Mr. Cropper and the critic 
in the Edinburgh Review, may think fit to 
despise or overlook it, the people of Great 
Britain must take this into their calculations. 

In the speech already referred to, Mr. Huskis- 
son stated, that the largest export of Sugar from 
India, in any one year, was 11,000 tons, viz. 
7000 tons to Great Britain, and 4000 tons to 
other parts of the world. This was in 1795. 
The average of 1816-17 and 1817-18 (the two 
years when it is believed the export was greatest) 
exceeded this, and amounted to 14,604 tons, or 
18,255 hhds. of 15 cwt. each*. This was the 

* Export Sugar from Bengal, Rep- 4th App. p. 45. 

1816-17. 1817-18. 

Tons. Value. Tons. Value. 

Great BriUin 5,129 10,43,713 Rs. 5,663 12,49,012 Rs. 
Foreign Europe 716 1,54,166 1,222 2,91,841 

United States 4,802 10,45,989 5,082 12,55,450 

To Arabian and Persian Gulphs, 1819-20, exports 787,600 rupees, say 
£80,000, or 3200 tons, at £25 per ton.— Rep. 1st, 1st App. p. 62, 63. 
Imported into England from India, 1817. . 6,098 tons 

.1818.. 8,029 - 
1819.. 10,055 - 
* 1820.. 13,861 - 

Parliamentary Paper, No. 442, Session 1821. 
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utmost effort of India^ and^ on that supply 
brought to Britain^ it is well known there was a 
great loss^ notwithstanding the low freights. 
Why India does not export more Sugary the 
East India Company can tell if they please. 
Except to Britain, the market of the whole world 
is open to them^ which neither is nor ever waa 
the case to the West Indies^ and it is well known 
that, in those quarters of the world open to India, 
above 200,000 tons of Sugar are annually con* 
sumed. The fact is, the East India Sugars are 
beat out of every market in the world by Sugars 
of a superior quality and cheapness, produced 
by other nations and by the colonies of other na- 
tions^ whether cultivated by freemen or by slaves. 
The reviewer knows little if he does not know 
this, and Mr. Cropper's sphere of commercial 
knowledge is very limited indeed if the fact is 
not perfectly known to him. 

But while India exported only 14^600 tons o^ 
Sugar, she imported at the same time from 8^400 
to 10,000 tons, or to the value of 21,03,519 
rupees*, leaving the real export, namely the 

* Imports in to India 1817-18 - - 16^2^80 Rupees. 
1818-19 - - 25,80,658 — 
1819-20 - - 22,93,987 — 
arerage 21,29,008, or about 8,400, tons, at £25, per ton,but thisisabofe 
the Company's valuation, and taking it at theirs would gire about 
10,000 tons. 

The exports to United States these years were—arerage 13,45,442 
sicca Ruppees, say £140,000, or 6000 tons. 4th. App. Report, p. 64-73. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



excess above her import, 6,200 tons, or 7,7&0 
hhds. Ottr West India Colonies elxport annu- 
ally about 190,000 tons, and which, in point of 
quality and strength, is superior in the propor- 
tion of not less than two to three. It is very 
true that the exports from India to England at 
a subsequent period, 1819 and 1820, were 
greater, but it is equally true that the exports 
during these years to the United States, and 
Persian and Arabian Gulphs, decreased greatly. 

The boasted exports, therefore, of Hindostan, 
and even of the whole Eastern world, in the 
article of Sugar, sink into insignificance before 
the exports from the British Colonies in the 
Western world, and it is perfectly evident, from 
natural and physical causes, that the exports of 
the former cannot be materially increased. 

But while the advocates for the East India 
interests are so far wrong about the quantity of 
Sugar which .Hindostan produces, or can pro- 
duce, they run into a still more fearful and fatal 
error when they assert that Sugar can be bought 
in India at 5^. per cwt., and sold in England, 
duty included, under ^d. per lb. The Reviewer 
who is not easily startled at any statement that 
militates against the West Indies, seems for a 
moment to have been staggered at this, and to 
have supposed that there was some mistake, for, 
says he, by Buchanan^s Researches, it appears 
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that the price of Sugar in some parts of India^ 
was 21^. 4cL per cwt. Adding to this only 8^w 
Sd. for freight and charges, it makes, continues 
he ^ the necessary price in the London market, 
30«. per cwt., or lOs. below the price at which 
the West Indians say they can afford to sell 
Sugar of an inferior quality *.'' 

As the mercantile charges in England amount 
to 4«. per cwt., the Reviewer allows only 4$. Sd. 
per cwt. for freight, insurance, and wastage ; a 
perfect absurdity. By his own mode of calcu- 
lating, the price of East India Sugar was equal 
to the average Gazette price of West India 
Sugar, at the time he wrote; while what he 
states as the London market price 30^.t for 
East India Sugar, is of itself about S^c/. per lb. 
exclusive of duties. Yet in the very next breath, 
he ventures to tell his readers, that (equal duties 
included) Sugar can be had from India at a price 
^ hardly to exceed half the ordinary price^ at 
which it can be obtained from the West Indies,^ 
which at present does not exceed 6rf. per lb., 
and of a much superior quality* His friend Mr. 
Cropper, however, takes a still bolder flight, 

* Edin. Rev. No. 75. p This is a misrepreBentatioB. It was said 
during war, when India Sugar landed in England cost 55«. 
t London Gazette average, January, 1823. 

D 
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^ad wider departure from the fact^ when he prcf^ 
3ume8 to state^ that Sugar^ equal to West 
India Sugar^ ean be bought in India at bs* per 
Qwt.^ and including duty^ freight^ and charges^ 
can be produced in the English market at 16^. 
to ISs. per cwt.*, which is " under 2Jrf. per lb. I'* 
Into such absurdities do men wander when thejt 
want to accomplish a favourite object not con- 
stdtent with fact. If such were the price giren 
to Mr. Cropper's miserable firee Hindoo farmer, 
how many British manufactures could he buy? 
what price could he afford to give for them ? If 
Mr. Cropper cannot^ a school-boy — ^an £boe 
aegro^ one of the dullest of his ^ African Bre^ 
threuy^ could answer the questions. None! 
Nothing ! His acre of canes would not yield 
more than 50^. per annum, which deducting for 
r^aaiy one third, and next the estimated expense 
of cultivation, would leave a sum scarcely suf- 
tici^it to yield him, in droughts such as fre- 
quently visit India, water to drindc, without any 
other necessary whatever. 

Taking the price of Sugar according to the 
preset demand, it is evident^ from the shewing 
of the East India Company themselves, that the 
jprice of India Sugar in England^ as a fair and re- 

* Lirerpoiol Report, pages 48 & 49. 
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gidararttcleoftrade^ wooIdstandatSS^; per cwt*; 
Besides^ as the demand increased^ the price w^idd 
imoreituid ; tod were thi& West In^ee^ to be blot- 
ted from the map of the worlds add the people of 
Gfeat Britain redtfeed to took toi attd depelMj 
upoii Hlndojstail, for a supply of Sugar^ thdjr 
would b6oA &&A th^ wOttM have to pay Ss. cHr 
9i. per cwt., at the tery Idi^est^ for freight 

EVed Mr. Croppy ia the midst of liiil r6T€^ies> 
is cdmpdled to k>ok forward to this &ct. ^^ Such 
an mntiatnral statd 6f things cannot continue. 
The fr*ight>'* says he> page 30, ^ will be re^ 
lat6d by the distance, and expense of navigation. 
The low freights/ cdntinues he, page 31, " which 
have been paid from the EAat cannot continue, 

* Prime cosft ia India £1 2 

Shipping charges, say only - - - Oil 

\Vastage, 5 per cent. ----- Oil 

ComitkittkAi— India -.i--. Oil 

Insurance on cost and freight, 2i do. 10 

Freight 080 

Aie^iindle charges in England * - 4 

dort at Market* • - - - * - d^ i 16 1 
The foUowing was. the vali^ df Sugar froM India fai 1819, As paid 1^ 
a highly respectable commercial house in this Country. 

In chests, nt ^..6 Ru|i^^d, per fi&2ar matind. 
In bags, at 9..^ to iO..10 Rupee9 do. 
Charges, packing, 5 per cent. 
Commission India, 5 per cent, 
(Caftks ttid Chests cost 6 per cent, charges,^ Itega iMs.) 
Benares S'ugfur, ^m 10 to 10 ..8 Rupees, including freight and charges, 
the Sugar stood 42*. per cwt. landed in Great BritfUn.^Mr. Ctap^r, I 
have no dotrtA hits sinular inroices. 

d2 
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NOT VBXSQ AN ADEQUATE REMUNERATION TO THE 
SmPOMTNER.'^ 

ConsideiiDg* these facts^ it cannot fidl to ex- 
cite surprise^ to hear the Reviewer (following 
Mr. Whitmore's statement) assert^ page 214^ 
that the exclusion of the cheap East India Sugar 
from the British market^ is ^ a bonus to the West 
Indians^ which could not in ordinary years be 
estimated at less than two millions ; and all this 
two millions of a bonus j^ continues he^ p- 317^ 
^ to bribe a parcel of slaveholders to continue in 
a losing business." Mr. Cropper echoes the same 
opprobrious assertion^ and the same false csdcu- 
lation. How false^ it is not difficult to shew. 

Two lbs. of West India Sugar^ are on all hands 
acknowledged to contain as much saccharine 
matter as three lbs. of East India muscovado. 
As the consumption of West India Sugar in 
Great Britain and Ireland^ is in round numbers 
3,000^000 cwts. annually; if East India Sugar 
was substituted in its steady the calculation 
would stand as follows : taking the price on the 
average of three years^ according to the East 
India returns, viz, 34«. 4rf,* 

• 1820-21 « 1 14 

1821-22 15 6 

1822-23 - - • . - 1 11 6 

I'«r.Pftpcr>N#.313^ 0^ " ^ 

SessioDfl, 1823. £ 1 10 4 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



3T 

East India Sugar. 

Do. duty 27*. 6,075,000 

Supply of Great Britun £ 13,805,000 

West India Sugar. 
3,000,000 cwts. at 34*. thcl -p t i ftA aaa 
present Gazette price. / *^»*<»>W0 
Do. duty 27*. 4,105,000 

Supply of Great Britain £9,205,000 

AnnuaiLos8 £4,600^00 

instead of a gain of two millions^ by substituting 
East India for West India Sugar^ from which 
may be deducted the freight and charges of 
^1,050,000, on the additional 75,000 tonsrequir- 
ed on account of the inferiority of the article. 

But to place the matter upon the standard of 
their own calculation^ and allowing the quality 
of East India Sugar to be equal to the quality of 
West India Sugar^ (Parliamentary Paper, Np» 
313, of last Session) a return furnished by the 
East Indians themselves, sets down the price of 
Indian Sugar, landed in this country, exclusive 
of mercantile charges, at 31^. 6rf. per cwt. 
adding the mercantile charges, 4^., the price 
would be 36^. 6dL per cwt. then the result 
would be : — 

3,000,000 cwU., at 35*. 6</. is £.5,325,000 
duty 27*. 4,105,000 



£.9,430,000 
3^000,000 cwts. West India Sugar, cost and duty 9,205,000 

Loss £* 225,00(1 

• d3 
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But when werefle(;tthat^ during the last three 
years, the gazette average price of West India 
Sugar ha3 not exceeded 30^. or 31^. per cwt. ; 
it is obvious that, by t^e use of that Sugar, the 
people of Great .Britain, instead of a loss, have 
paid ^^675,000 less. 

Did the Chancellor of the Exchequer wish to bur- 
then the people of this country with £^,025,000 
additional taxes annually ; he would only have to 
do what the Reviewer recommends, namely, to 
substitute East India Sugars for those of the 
West Indies, in the market of Great Britain. 

The Edinburgh Review (and its associates in 
this system of delusion) may write, boast, and 
assert, as long and as much as they please, but 
till they can make East India Sugar equal to 
West India Sugar, they can never render it 
equally advantageous for Great Britain to re- 
ceive the former instead of the latter. And this 
improvement they never can effect till they 
adopt, if they can adopt with effect, the same 
mode of cultivation. That such a system of 
cultivation can be established in the East, is 
more than problematical. It has been tried, and 
has failed again and again, after the strongest 
encouragement and support. These facts, the 
Reviewer and his friends conceal and pass 
over. They tell us what the East India Gom- 
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pany andtlieir servants vaiE one tinl^ tbdagU; aiid 
speculated upon^ but they do nat tdl us the 
result^ the consequences of these speculations 
and experiments^ when put to the test> under 
the support and the power of the Mai^ters of 
India. ■ " . . . 

In the month of February^ 1791^ Lieutenant 
Paterson^ succeeded in persuading the East 
India Company that he could^ after the West 
India mode> cultivate Sugar most advantage- 
ously in India. The Company assented to his 
proposition^ and agreed to purchase the Sugar 
he raised at a fixed price. He proceeded with 
his scheme^ but was soon obliged to apply for 
a loan of money. This the Company grantad 
under security. All his schemes^ however, fail- 
ed, and where his securities could not pay, the 
Company lost their money. After the desola- 
tion of St. Domingo had raised Sugar to a very; 
high price, the Company made every exertion: 
to procure supplies from India. They encour- 
aged the system of West India cultivation, and 
advanced money to the Ryots to enable them to 
bring forward larger crops ; the efforts were un- 
availing. The most marked results were those 
stated by the Bengal Board of Trade, 2&tb 
March, 1795, the demand for Sugar for the 
four pr^eding years had been beyond M^ sup- 
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ply, in coDisequence of which^ great frauds and 
impositions were practised 'by false packings^ 
&c. As late as 1800^ individuals persisted^ 
under the sanction and aid of the Company^ ta 
cultivate Sugar on the West India plan. The 
Company even granted to the adventurers a 
monopoly of the market in some districts. But 
all the efforts failed^ in consequence * of the 
heavy expense attending the erection of mills, 
buildings^ and procuring machinery^ utensils, 
&c. In particular^ the expense of importing 
iron rollers from England^ could not be sup- 
ported. While the competition from the 
wretched manufacture^ by the Hindoos, drove 
the extensive manufacturer or cultivator to 
ruin; his attempt^ says the Resident at Ganjam, 
Letter, 6th Feb. 1802, counteracted the indus- 
try of the natives, debased the quality of their 
Sugar, and covered whole districts with dis^ 
content, wretchedness, poverty, and despair ** 

The Reviewer, page 218, tells his readers on 
the authority of Mr. Cropper's report, that pre- 
viously to 1803, the duties on East India Sugar 
were really ad valorem duties, and that in con- 
sequence these were frequently lower than the 
duties on West India Sugar ! ! This is a confes- 
sion could have been scarcely expected* The ad 

* Report, 1st App. pages. 2, 100, 101, 242, 261, 262. 
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valorem doty on East India Sugar^ was ;f 37..10 
per ton^ which shews the price of India Sugar 
upon the Conipany^s lowest valuation^ to. have 
been ^1..17..6^ per cwt. during that period^ in-* 
stead of 6^. Bat^ since the duty on East India 
Sugar was lower, sometimes, than the duties on 
West India Sugar^ how came it to pass that the 
East Indians^ with Sugar at Ss^ per cwt« or eveit 
20^. per cwt. did not beat the West Indians^ 
not only out of the market of the mother coun-^ 
try^ but out of the principal markets of the 
world, always open to them ? Why, during o 
many years, and these years undermentioned in 
particular, was the Sugar trade a losing trade 
to the Company*? And why is it that in a 

* Parliamentaiy Paper, No. 70, Session 1823, states of East India 



Sugar, viz.— 




Profit. 


Loss. 


Quantity. 


rSrstYear o£ Import^ 


,1791 


£. 1,027 


£. - 


4,017 




1792 


1,748 


— 


3,310 




1793 


4,872 


— 


36,246 




1794 


— 


25,650 


£7,583 




1795 


— 


85,495 


154,682 




1796 


18,168 


— 


84,606 




1797 


41,319 


— 


70,89L 


• 


1798 


82,164 


— 


138,864 




1799 


16,150 


— 


46,001 




1800 


— 


106,923 


111,070 




1801 


— 


2fi^70 


55,797 




1802 


r- 


56,761 


55,786 




1803 


— 


38,482 
340,131 


27,141 




£.165,448 


846,994 


Loss^ £.174,689. 
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period of 30 years^ they have lost on that arti-^ 
clc jg^587,97B *? Surely if they coiild purchase 
Sugar at 5^. in India^ which is at least 20is. less 
than the pfiee in the West Indies^ they^ might 
even witii an additional duty of 10^. on India 
Sugar^ still undersell the West India Cokniieft 
by lOs. per cwt and consequently command the 
Market of the Mother country. Let the Re- 
viewer and his friends^ if they can^ sohre the: 
question. They are bound to do so^ or remain 
silent. 

How often has the Edinburgh Review tannt-^ 
ed the Statesmen and Merchants of this couixtry 
with the superior commercial knowledge, and 
skitt^ and patriotism of American Statesmen and 
Merchants. It must be allowed that the Ameri- 
cans are a shrewd commercial people^ and tak-^. 
ing them as such, I should like to hear the Re- 
view and his friend Cropper explain the reason 
why they import only 12,340,000 lbs. of Sugar 
(1,395,458 lbs. of which only, they carry to the 
United States) from India, where it is asserted 
it can be bought at 5^. per cwt., and at the 
same time import from Cuba 52,000,000 lbs. 

* Phxiiatnentary Paper, No. 7fS, Session 1823. Loss and gain on India 
Sugar from 1790 to 1821, inclusive :— 

Loss £.828,230 

Vn4t - - 240,255 

Loss £.587,975 
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Siigar^ for which they pay at least 2&s. per 
cwt.* 

* If we suppose'' says Mr. Cropper^ ^tke 
consumption to be four times its present rale 
(540,000 tons,) the duty might be reduced to 
(me fourth, or 6*. 9d. per cwt.; and this, when 
charged according to value, would probably 
not exceed 4*. to bs. per cwt on coarse Sugar, 
such as could be brought from India incbtdrng 
freight and charges, at 16^. to 18^. per cwt 
Thus we should have Sugsor, duty included, 
costingtmder 2Jrf. per 1b7* from which ^ refined 
Sugar might doubtless be made so as to be sold 
at 5c/. per lb. without any loss to the revenue; 
and if the duty were levied according to value. 
Sugar would come to this country precisely in 
that state in which it could be most advantage- 
ously broughtt,'' &c. So, it is an ad vahrem> 
duty which the East Indians really want \ That 
is, according to their calculation, a duty of hs. 
per cwt. While East India Sugar was taxed 
at this rate, and West India Sugar at 27&. per 
cwt there can be no doubt that a great quantity 
of Indian Sugar would be used, because it would 
become as advantageous to the dealer to mix 
East India with West India Sugar, as to mix 
Bohea with Gunpowder Tea. ^ Such a regulation 

* American Official Returns, 1822. ' 
t Liverpool Report, p9gea 4g and 49» 
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gone into by the Chancellor of the Exchequer^ 
would be about as beneficial to the revenue, as 
making a bad spirit pay 10s. 6rf. duty per gal- 
lon in Northumberland, and a good spirit only 
2^. per gallon in Roxburghshire. 
; But softly, fnend Cropper, you are not always 
accustomed to calculate thus erroneously and 
absurdly. The stuff you would bring from India 
to reduce the ad valorem duty to 5^, per cwt. 
must be Jagoryy five lbs, of which would scarcely 
— would ?2pf,make one lb* of Sugar after a voy- 
age to Great Britain. Now the consumption of 
this country is of good Sugar, annually, according 
to your own shewing (p. 40,) 151,000 tons. To 
make this quantity of Sugar in England equal only 
to East India Sugar, would require (including 
50,000 tons exported) 1,000,000 tons Jagory; 
and to make Sugar containing a quantity of 
sweet equal to what the people of Great Britain 
now consume and export, 1,500,000 tons of 
Jagory would be required, the prime cost of 
which in England, at your estimation of cost, 
charges, freight, and duty, (18^. per cwt. allow- 
ing nothing for the manufacture in Britain,) 
would amount to £27,900,000, instead of 
^,206,000, which, duty included, is all that 
Great Britain pays for the West India Sugar 
which she consumes, and about £1,700,000 addi- 
tional, which she pays for what she exports after 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



45 

refining it. In other words, b^ expense for 
Sugar would^ by your plan be ahnost trebled. 

Such a trade, at first sight, may appear irery 
advantageous to the shipping interest, as re- 
quiring more extensive tonnage, and is no doubt 
that prosperous state which the sagacious Re- 
viewer has in his eye, when he states that trans- 
ferring the Sugar trade from the West Indies 
to the East would be attended with this advan- 
tage, that ^ double the quantity of tonnage^ 
would be ^ required to import the samb QUANTirr 
of Sugar from Hindostan, as from the West 
Indies * \^ Whatever additional tonnage would 
be required, (it would require seven times as 
much,) must, as far as expenditure goes, come 
out of the pockets of the people of Oreat Bri- 
tain. The truth is, that the argument of increas- 
ed tonnage is as fallacious as the other asser- 
tions. An East India Ship freighted with that 
^ black disgusting ma^s^ Jaoory, made up of 
ungranulated, or half granulated Sugar, and 
sscummings, and molasses, which never granu- 
late> would bring none of it to England — \i 
would, if shipped as West India Sugar is ship- 
ped, be all run out and pumped out, by the 
time the ship reached the Gape of Good Hope, 
to which point, if she was not a staunch ship, 

* Edinburgh Review, No. 75, page 221. 
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her track migbt perhaps be traced oaihe ocean. 
It mdy saftily be asserted^ that the ship which 
brought it woxdd not get prime cost^ if in &ct 
any pride cotild be obtained for it Better and 
teore profitable it would certainly be, for the 
ship to carry ^ the sandofth:e Ganges.^ 

These thingi^ are noticed to shew their fallaty 
aiid absurdity^ and because they are with some 
ingenuity^ and by withholding the whole truths 
plausibly put forward to mislead and deceive 
this country. 

But as the question regarding equalizing the 
duty on Indian Sugar has been settled by the 
wisdom of Parliament ; 1 consider it unnecessary 
at present to enter more fully upon that part of 
the subject. The East Indians assert they can 
undersell the West Indians in the Sugar-market. 
For that very reason the West Indies should be 
protected. The East India Company admit 
that they ought to be so * ; and Parliament has 

• The Eeit India Compaiiy vtn perfeedy seniiBle of tills. '* Afilioiigli/' 
say they, *' the Importattoii of East India Sugflr into Great Britain ha» 
not done much injury as yet to the West India Planter, it may happen, 
if the price fall much here, that it may interfere materially with the 
West Imdia intonsCi, and in siidi case, tiie latter are certainly entllM 
to Legislative Protection ; almost the whole cultiyation of the Colo- 
mes in the West Indies is carried on by British Capital and hy Britisfb 
rahjeets, who are obliged to receive their nuppfies from Cheat Britain, or 
her North American Colonies, and who etnnot send their produce to any 
-other market than that of Great Britain. As long as the price of Sugar 
continues so high hbiii!, it cannot be a considerable article of trade to 
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determified they shall be protected. The West 
Indians^ moreover, fear> tihey Would guard a- 
gainst, and with all their efforts oppose the 
proposed violation of their rights, by the in- 
troduction into the code of nations, of a new 
principle, which would leave trade without a 
foundation, and sacrifice the West Indies to- 
day, and the East Indies to-morrow, as theory 
or a momentary interest or spiecutative advan^ 
tages might dictate. National compacts and 
laws, must not be so lightly broken or abroga- 
ted. Under the faith, power, sanction, and en- 
couragement of the Legislature of Britain, the 
present system of cultivation in the West India 
Colonies was established, and by these has it 
been maintained. From the time of their first 
establishment to this day, the Mother Country 
has reserved, for her own advantage, the mo- 
nopoly of their capital, labour, industry, sup- 
plies, and produce ; (she did not do so with 
the East-^^there the monopoly was for the ad- 
vailtage of the India Merchants,) and under 
these circumstances, they are entitled to 
any advantage which she can bestow in retutn, 

England, eren if the duties were equalized ; and in so doing, tlie British 
Gomumsnte wotilil cause a aenofu injury to the West India Planter, 
while they would not produce an increasing i«^portatioa of Sugar fnm 
Indiai"'^(Report external Commerce, Bengal, for 1818 — App. 4tb, p. 46^ 
^port.) 
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and while justice and policy — ^while the glory> 
honour^ strength^ and resources of the British 
Empire are held in view, and maintained by 
the Legislature and Executive Government of 
Britain, these possessions must continue to be 
protected and upheld. 

Mr. Cropper and his worthy coadjutor the 
Reviewer, when it suits their views, ridicule, 
and would set aside Acts of Parliament. ^ The 
vested rights to which the West Indians have 
so confidently adverted, has no other founda- 
tion whatever, than the Acts of Parli/imbnt, 
restricting their intercourse to the Mother 
Country*.'^ And where^ or how, in the name 
of common sense> can they have a better or a 
securer foundation? Does not this very res- 
triction of their trade, a thing never required 
of the East Indies, express as strongly as Acts 
of Parliament can express it, the right to supe- 
rior favour, exclusive privileges, atid advantages 
in that market, to which their trade was re- 
stricted ? Most unquestionably it does so. And 
is it at this time of the day to be stated — cfe- 
mandedy that because Great Britain can obtain 
Sugar somewhat cheaper from India^ that, there- 
fore> she should abandon possessions, whose 
interests she has, for 150 years, made in all 

* Liverpool Report^ page 21. 
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iMngd c6inj)ieteiy subservient to het-s, in order 
to transfer her favour to possessions, to the in- 
terests of which, the interests of the Mother 
Country are, and h^ve> for a much l6nger 
period, been made subservient? Yet, such 
monstrous absurdity and injustice are required, 
and clamoured for, from that Legislature, upon 
whose acts and good faith depend the liberties, 
properties, and lives of every one of us. We 
have no stronger tower to fly to in the hour of 
danger ; and till Mr. Cropper and the critic, or 
theilr principles, can change that Legiiilature by 
their ipse dixit-^iiW they can rail the great seal 
of England from the charters 6f these Colonies, 
and from the Acts of Parliament — till they can 
blot oat the records of the natfon — ^banish jus- 
tice from her courts, and jttdgnient from the 
mind of her Senators-^neither of them can deny 
these incontrovertible facts, nor break d^wn 
these impregnable barriers. 

The proceedings and conduct of the East 
India Company, at least, the proceedings and 
conduct which go forth to the world as theirs, 
and their advocates on this occasion, are alto- 
gether inexplicable. They must be aware, if 
the principles which they advocate, were to be- 
come the laws of Great Britain, that not merely 
their prohibitory duties, but their monopoly 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



60 

could Hof idtaBd a day. If this country is to 
proceed upon the abstract principle of purchase 
ing every article of commerce where it is to be 
had cheapest^ then she must renounce both the 
West Indies and the East Indies^ because 
l^ugar can be had from every other country that 
produces it cheaper^ than from either^ andy 
above ally we must look to obtain our tea^ &c» 
through different hands than the hands of the 
East India Company. When this Company and 
the East India advocates tell us about the vast 
quantity of land fit for Su^r on the Banks of the" 
Ganges^ (they omit to state how long — ^how iU it 
has been cultivated, impoverished, and wasted) 
we are compeUed to remind them of the stilll 
greater extent of better Sugar lands, that there 
is on the Banks of the Oroonoko, the majestic 
Maranon, the Upper La Plata, and the Niger,^ 
all of them much nearer us than the Ganges^ 
or the Burhampooter. 
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CHAPTER II. 

East and West Indies— political constitutions totally 
different. — Mis-statements of Mr. Clarkson regard- 
ing the expense of each to Great Britain. — Trade, 
East Indies and China. — Trade, West Indies. — 
Great superiority of the latter. — Deceptions in the 
Parliamentary returns on these heads. — How India 
may be ben^tted, and the West Indies not tnjured. 
Misrepresentations of the Review and Mr. Cropper 
regarding the Indian trade, examined and exposed. 
Trade, United States to Canton almost equal to 
that of Great Britain. — Absurd regulations of East 
India Company, t^c. 

In their political relations with the Mother 
Country, the British Constitution has raised an 
impassable barrier between the East Indies 
and the West. When British subjects settle 
in the latter, and when they go there to settle, 
they retain or have specially granted unto them 
all the privileges of Britons, namely, to make 
their own judicial regulations through their own 
Representatives, and their Sovereign by his 
Representative ; in one word taxation only by 

E 2 
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fepresentation. On this sure foundation ti^e 
fabric of British colonial policy arose in the 
Gharaibbean Archipelago^ and till the rights of 
Englishmen are overthrown by the strong arn¥ 
6f desp6tism> it mtist stand^^ and will stand upow 
tiie same immoveable fQundatien. It is Britis}r 
residents and capital that cultivate the West 
j^ndics. The British East India subject stanc& 
£q a very different situation. From the moment 
he embarks for India^ nay,, even before it, he 
surrenders up every political privilege which 
distinguishes Englishmen from the subjects of 
sa]3X>unding states>and yields ^himself, sDu]^ wd 
body — ^bodndband and feot> to the mandates of 
a commercial but governing body, as implicitly 
stud completely a^ a'ny subject of Russiav Their 
Authority he dare not even question or scan, or 
if he is bold enough to attempt it in any shape, 
he is gent out of the country without the inter- 
vention of judge or jury. He is* not allowed to 
cultivate, possess, or purchase a foot of laud in 
India. I do not mean to say, constituted as our 
Government isi India is, that this course is inir 
proper. No J I merely state the fact to mark the 
difference between the East and the West hy 
dies; and yet, with this notorious difference, 
Mr. Clarkson has the hardihood to tell us that 
the East India Company " distribute an equal 
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System of law and justice {British ?) to ail without 
respect of persons*." 

The Critic, Mr. Cropper, and Mr. Clarkson 
tell us, that while Britain pays all the expanse 
of the West India Colonial establishments, the 
East India Company pay ail Ae expenses in 
India ; ^ they support their establTshments both 
civil and military, at their own expense. Thet 
COME TO OUR Treasury fou NOTiiiNof.'^ Really, 
how ignorant Mr. Ciarkson supposes I9ie people 
of Great Britain to be 1 She pays the whole 
naval force employed in India, and after grant- 
ing the Government and masters of India, pro- 
hibitory duties, and complete monopolies on 
almost every article they trade in, she sends Ker 
troops to aid them in overthrowing kingdoms, 
and in placing and maintaining under their domi- 
nion, for their sole benefit and advantage, 
120,000,000 of people— a country equal to mo- 
dern Europe — a country from which, in darker 
ages, Aurungzebe drew a, cleaf annual revenue 
of 32 millions sterling. — ^And under these cir- 
cum;stances, durst the East India Company 
come forward and require the people of Great 
Britain to pay the military establishments of 
India, ^hile that Company retained the whole 

* Clarkson's Thoughts, &c. p. 57. 
t Ibid. &c. p. 56. 
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TeTeaues, commercial and political^ aud exer-t 
cised the power to banish every British subject 
from holding any communication whatever (but 
such as they permit) with any corner of Hin- 
dostan? Besides all tbis^ does not the India 
Company owe a heavy debt> and is not that debt 
borrowed from or due to individuals in Britain* ? 
The West India Colonists on the other handj, 
possessing no such imperial powers^ revenues^ 
a,nd advaintages^ defray the expense of almost 
all their internal establishments. They assisted 
in defraying the expenses of the fortifications 
which protect them. What is called the home 
salaries of the governors of almost every colony^, 
is paid by taxes raised in some of themf« Ja^^ 
maica pays the troops that form its garrison. 

• From Parliamentaiy Paper, No. 431, of 1823, pag«8 46, 47, 49, aii4 
50^ it stands thus, viz. : — 

Amount bearing interest annually, - - - ;f 33,104,941 
Annual interest thereon, - - - - ^ -' 2,008,050 

Total debts in India, - 39,533,655 

Grand total Assets, -------- 25,723,283 

Gr^d total of Pebts, 40,939,005 

Excess of Debts territorial, 22,937,59(i 

]^Gess of Assets territorial,- -----* 4,503»457 

Net excess of Debto territorial, - - - - ie,434,139 

Excess of Assets commercial, ----- 3,218,417 

Net excess of Debts in India, - - . . jg 15,215,722 

t See Appendix A. for a particular account of both the receipts an4 
expenditure of the 4i per cent. tax. 
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Demerara pays a censiderable part of a similar 
expense; and a demand is made that every 
Colony should pay the expense of the garrison 
which protects it. At th^ir own expense the 
free inhabitants of the Colonies, as militiamen^ 
arm, support, anfid defend their properties, and 
the Bf^ish dom^Bions. The statement of Mr. 
Clarkson, th^efore, bdth regarding India a'nd 
the W^st Indies^ is tt6t only most partial, but 
grossly wrong in iti^ mo^t inlportant points*. 

'^ The esfafffferafeilsifotemeids/' says the Re- 
viewer, ^ of the importance and value of their 
commerce to the empire, put forward by West 
Indiajhs," is not worth noticing f. ^^ The sup- 
plies which the West India Colonies draw from 
this country,'* says Mr. Cropper, ^ consist oni^y 
of clothing and lumber, with some trifling articles 
wanted for their use in the cultivatiqii of the 

* Parliamentary Paper, No. 178, Session 1822. And from a Return 
to the House of Commons, 1823, the whole expenses paid by the Mother 
Country, for the maintenance and support of the Colonies, atands as 
under, viz. — 

.Windward and Leeward Islands - - £364,000 
#amaica -•-.. 115,000 

Totol ----- ^^479,000 

The expense of the navy, is probably about £ 200,000 per annum^ or 
altogether an expenditure of ;£ 700,000 per annum, for the maintenance 
of Colonies, which >ield in imports and exports, abo^e fifteen millions 
annually. Where, I ask the Critic, will he find such a trade from so 
^ttle estpenditure ? 

t Review, No, 75, p. 220. 
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islands**^ In short says Mr. Glarksoa it is 
^ doubtful, whether your trade is worth the 
having on its present terms f.^ 

In the first place it may be observed that no, 
lumber goes from this country to the West India 
Colonies. It is carried there from the Cana- 
^as, or the United States. So muclk«fi>r Mr* 
Cropper's commercial knowledge on this point. 
In the Second place, ofl^Qial documents are rcr 
ferred to, to shpw the magnitude and value of 
the trade^ both to the East Indies and China, 
and to the West Indies — exports and imports 9 
and which laid before the reader, will shew him 
the value of such thoughtless asse^tiops as thosei 
just noticed. 

Thads— India ANp China. 
Exports for ^nine years , ending 5th Jtiu. 1823. 



Great Britain. 
Official value. Declared value. 
Total \3^25,747,r76 .3^ 33,403,1 6fr' 
Average 2,860,864 3,711,462 
About £ 80P,0eQ annually was for China. 


Ireland. 
Offi. vaL Dec. val, 
\£651 i?i;484 
none. 


West India Trade. 




Great Pri^in. 
Official value. Declared value. 
Total jg 48,429,184 ^^46,498,501 


Irehmd. 

Official value. 

;^ 4,267,363 Irish curr. 


Average 5,381,020 5,166,500 


;^434,488,JBritdo, 


Ireland 434,488 434,488 




Yearly je5,815,508 ^6,600,988 

East Indies 2,860,864 3,712,952 deduct 


^2,954,644 ;^ 1,888,036 
For. W. Ind. 1,257,049 1,257,059 J 





£4,21 1,693 j^3,145,095 in favoui; ot the West indiea, 

• Liverpool Report, p. 35. f Qarkson's ** thoughts,** p. 56, 

I Par. Papers, No. 130 & 246, Session 1823. Appendix, 
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. It iff very true, that the exports to tiie West 
fadieshave considerably decreased. This arises 
from several causes,— ^r*^, the reduced price 
of the articles; secondly, the severe embarrass^ 
ments whieh press upon those Colonies ; thirdly, 
the increased trade between them and the North- 
ern American Colonies, for many articles, such 
as beef, porter, &c., formerly sent from this 
country; Bud fourthly, from the trade which 
formerly centred in Jamaica, going iii a great 
measure, direct to the Spanish Colonies<» . Stiil 
the internal consumption of thes« Colonies, as 
may be seen from the official returns, inserted 
at length in the appendix, cannot be less than 
iff 3,000,000 annually. 

The advantages which our manufacturing in^ 
j:erests derive from the trade to our West India 
Poloniesj, is best demonstrated by the following 
official returns. The value of Cotton goods ex- 
ported from Great Britain for eight years, end- 
ipg January 5th, 1822, stand as under, viz. 

To Jamaica* " ' ' " £15,764^52 

To all Countries east of the Cape of Good Hopef 3,968,632 

Excess - ;e 11,795,720 

But, says the Reviewer, the Exports '^ to 
tiie West Indies are sent only as an entrepdt 

* Parliamentary Paper, No. 130, Sessioo 1823. 
f Ibid. No. 457, Session 1822. 
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fiwr tke S{»BisK Colonies*/' Trm, part are so^ 
Iw^atiM a qoantitjr equal to wliat.has judt b6«» 
metrtionedy is retained for internal coasmi^tioii* 
But India is also but an tntrtpdt for goods ; 
and it ia an aodeniable faot> tiuit the pbief isf- 
creaflte in the trade in tibat quarter, arises from 
the demand for goods fcHr the Indian Archipe- 
lago, bid: wfaich.are compelled to be sent tlHroagh 
Bast Indian ports^ iastead of going direct^ as 
thejr might more advantageoasly do, to the mar- 
keto where required, and after tihe same manner 
as. the trade which formerly centred in Jamaica;^ 
now proceeds direct to Spanish^ America* 

That India is merely an entrep^ for the 
greater part of the goods sent to it, is evident, 
from the Miowkig important official returns ; 

EXPaRTS TO INDIA— PECLAREP VALUE. 

Company. l^rce Trade. Total. 

18t«....jf 1,721,1 14 2,a0g,68^ 4,039,795 

1821.... 1^54,652 2^83(^,007 4,590,659 

1822.... 1,279,021 2,867,Q56 4,146,077 

* Far. Paper^ No. 313, Sesmtt 1823. 

By a return made to the House of Commons 
by the East India Company, in last Session, the 
s^ES of goods on their account at Calcutta, 
Madras, Fombay, and Bencoolen, and Prince 
of Wales Island, were as follows, viz. — 

* Review, No. 75> page 220, 
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1819*20 - - 623,918 
182Ck21 - - 513,404 . 
1821-22 . - 694,89Q . 

Par. Paper,. No. 48f • 

Whicli return establishes the fact, that Twor 
THIRDS of the goods exported by the East India 
Company from Britain to India are re-exported 
from that country to other markets. The ex-^ 
ports by the/ree trade, it is well known, are 
re-exported from Incfia ia a still gfes^er propor^ 
tion. The British exports consumed ia India 
are almost exclusively consumed by the Eiiro* 
peans settled there* 

Let us now contra^st the whole trade of Clrina 
pud India, with the trade with our West India 
polonies : 

TRADB — INDIA AND CHINA, IMPOftTS 7IU>M. 

Years ending 5th January ISIS, official value . • £ 7^337,689 



1820. 
1821, 
1822, 
1823, 



7,537,563 
7,562,(54r 
9,407,448 
7,868,232 

jf39,713,l»80 

- jfi 7,942,716 

- - 4,5^3156 

Total imports from India ... £3,391,160 

INDIA AND CHINA— PRODUCE EXPORTS FROM BRITAIN. 

Vears ending 5th Jan. 1821. 1-822. 1823. 

flaatlndU- jf 3,682,194 3,116»809 2^24,459 

China - - 598,377 701,873 e27fii% 



Annual arerage 
Deduct China - 



Total £4Jgmfi7X 



Zfik9fi^ 3y462,ldl 
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WB6T INDIA TRADB— IMPORTS. 

Vear ending Great Britain. Ireland. TotaL 

$th Jan. 1819 £ 8^7,235 £4M,785 ;^,802,02Q 

.. 1820 7,887,688 371,775 8;269,4e3 

.. 1821 8,011,335 422,110 8,433^!} 

.. 1822 8,100^0 43Q,000 8,530,00<r . 

• • 1823 8,100,000 430,000 8,530,000 

Total £40,446,258 ;g2,108,670 £42,564,928 

AnnnalaTenige....^ 8,082,251 421,334 8,512,987 

Add Importe from For. West IndieS| average 806,592 

Grand total* £9,319,579 

- The imports ifrom the Foreign West Indies 
are fairly added^ because in the imports from 
India are articles to perhaps even a greater 
yalue^ which are not the produce of India, 
Thus Coffee comes from Arabia and the Oriental 
Islands^ some Cotton (16^000 Bales) from the 
Isle de Bourbon; and Cinnamon^ Cloves^ Maee, 
Nutmegs^ Pepper^ some Piece goods^ and Nan- 
keens^ ^. are included in the imports fron^ 
India^ thpugh theae copie from other places. 

Imports, Produce from West Indies - - £9,319,579 
bo. do. from India - - - - 3,391,160 

Balance, in favour of West Indies - - £5,928,4191 

East Inpia Imports.— Duties. 

Years ending 5th Januarjf 1821, - - - - 614,272 

1822,- - - - 674,575 

1823, - - - - 743,840 

Total in 3 years, - j^ 2,032,687 

* Parliamentary Papers, No. 274, Session 1822, and No. 313, Session 
1823. The value of Imports from the West Indies for 1821 and 1822, is 
not stated in money in tlie retuois y but the Ia>l|orte were greater. 
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tVEST India Importsv— Duties* 




Years ending Gt. Britain. 


Ireland. 


Totat 


Sth Janaaiy 1821, £5,469,907 


378,464 


5,848,361 


1832, 5,514^& 


445^31 


5,959,676 


1823, 5,351,386 


424,938 


5,776,324 


Total - ;^16,335,538 


1,248,823 


17,584,361 


Annual Average - 5,445,179 


412,974 


5,861,453 


Deduct, East India — 


— 


677,562 


Balance in fiifour of tfce West Indies - 


£5,183,891 ' 


West India Produce Exported. 


1890. 


1821. 


1822. 


iSugarRefifned £1,765,037 


1,973,973 


949,449 


Do. Raw - - 838,907 


1,216,331 


612,94& 


Itatti - - - - 930,251 


1,106,210^ 


547,941 


Coffee - - - - — 


— 


1,200,000 


Cocoa .... 83,580 


65,765 


99,295^ 


Sundries - - . — 


— 


181,611' 



;e3,717,776 4,362,279 3,591,241 

Such is the maguitude and extent of a trade^ 
which^ Mr. Cropper asserts> i& merely made u^ 
of ^^ some trifling articles,*' and Mr. Clarkson 
«ays, ^^ is not worth the having.'' The exportW 
retained for the bona: fide consumption of those 
Colonies exceed the exports to both India and 
China, and greatly exceed them, taking into ac- 
count the articles exported through them to !^o- 
reign Colonies. The imports exceed the united 
imports from Indfa and China by jd,500,OOO, 
and are triple those from Hindostan; and 
the revenue derived from the West India pro- 

* ParliamcntaFy Pap«rs, Nos. 84^, 107, and 313, of Session 1823^ 
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duce, compared td tkat obtainied from tlie Easi 
India produce, is nine times greater. The trade 
to China and India> out#ards and inwardis^ em^ 
ploys 212 ships, 143^299 tons, while that to 
the West Indies employs 1672 ships, 440,515 
tons, and 24,148 seamen, more than triple in 
the jships and tonnage, and, at the least, double 
in the number of seamen.* 
To all these may be added, the very great 

* Barliaraentary Vvpm, Ko. 84, 107, and 313, Session lg23. 

Here, hoverer, it' is proper to mention, that in all these letaims from 
China and India, especially the formet, there is a gross deception prac- 
tised npon the ^public as to the ralue of the unports. Hie value, as re- 
turned, includes Creight and charges till warehoused in England. Thus 
in the year 1820 tiie imports from China are stated at £4,750,450, which 
sum, with tHe exception of £70,927, was for Tea, Raw Silk, and 
Kanktens, the value of the Tea alone being more than ;^4,000,000i 
Now the value of the exports from Cauton of the three articles men^' 
iioned, ai given in by the Company thenlselves to the Committee «f the 
Foreign Trade of the Country, was as under, viz. : — 



1819-20 Tea - * 28,476,231 lbs. - 


- £1,766,530 


Raw Silk 


111,432 Ibft. - 


98,240 


Nankeens 


623,852 ps. ^ 


144,459 




Total ^ 


- £2,009,229 


The priihe cost of caigiDCs 




under for the following 


years, via. t^ 


: 




Company* 


ffltfctfc Trade; 


. I\otal» 


1818-19 ;$1,666,946 


The free trade 




1819-20 1,477,820 


is considerably 




1820-21 1,534,917 


less, but I have 
no accurate 




»)4,679,683 


accounts— say 
itifl— 




Averag* - 1,559,894 


£l^,0O0t 


£2,859,894 
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iafad^ C&rmd on betmaen the British West Iih 
^es snd the Britiiah Cok>iiies in Btitisk Nordi 
Am^riatL wd Kewfoundknd. l*he expertg awi 
imparts I hare not been able accnrateljfr to ad^ 
certain^ but together^ these certainly ejcceed 

tim trae state q^ the tost and West In<fia imports vonU tliiereCQrtf 
Atand thuSy tiz. : — 

Wesit Indies, inchl^ng foreign, prime cost J^ 9,31 9,579 

Eaft Indies . - - - 2,859^94 4,869,12$ 

Excos West hidia imports - - . ^ . - £4fi5Q,4S6 

trldch 18 not one-half the ralue returq^ in England. Were the West 
India imports to he estimated on the same scale, they wotdd gre^idy ex-* 
^eed what iias heen stated. Thus the priadpid vrtielef woiild «t thtf 
present prices stand thus, yiz. : — 

Sugar -. ^ - 3,800,000 Cwts. 34a. ^^6^460,009 

Rum - . - — 620,481 

Coffee -* - - 273,946 — 1,369^33 

Cotton - w . 22,0Q0 bides 330,000 , 

Cocoa, &4i. . ^ ^ 500,000 

Total, ejrc^tVtf of Foreign West Indies - - £9,280,214 
iii B. Sugar, by official report last year, pnly £ifi76 fi66. 

^e following official statement of the progresrfvtt increase of 0M[ 
West India trade cannot fail to be interesting. 





Imports. 


Ships. 


Tons. 


Duty. 


1701 .. 


738,601 • 


.1^ 


-i- 


>1m 


1716 ^ 


1,002,301 


-- 


^ 


— 


1735 .. 


1,487,481 


— 


— 


£ 99,906 


1760 ., 


2,286,110 


404 


60,779 


172,686 


1770 . 


. 3,418,823 


610 


89,683 


313,830 


1787 . 


3,749,447 


573 


131,934 


1,614,689 


1795 .. 


8,881,673 


654 


153,000 


1>667^000 



Heport, Committee Friry Council, 1789, Part 4, iLpp. ^o. 6. The year 
1795, b stated from the speech of the late Lord MeWiQ^, March 15, 1796.^ 
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^,006,000 annually; All this de|>endd updii 
the West Indies. The Mother Couiitiy eamiot 
tiapply the Coldnies within ^he tropici^ with the 
articles these Colonies require from our Nbrth* 
em possessions in America^ and no oiher cdun^ 
try requires from our North American Colonies 
the supplies which these furniish to the West 
Indies. In this respect the trade between those 
possessions^ differs entirely from that carried on 
between India and the Isles ift the Oriental 
Archipelago. The trade to the United States 
of America from tiie West Indies^ is to even a 
greater extent than that between the latter and 
British North America *. 

^ The East Indians'' says the iReview, ^ can-* 
not send us manufactured gbods^ and if we re* 
fuse to take their Sugar, and other raw pro-^ 
ducts in return, they will be inevitably and un^ 
willingly compelled to cease purchasing out 
commodities f.^ Why they cannot j^end us rnanti-^ 
features, Mr. Cropper hasi been kind enough 
to explain. ^It is calculated that we hare al-^ 
ready super sededy or are on the point of liuper- 
seding the manufactures of India> to the extent 

* Thus tbe exports And in^orts frdm Halilax lAst year to the West 
Indies, acoofding to Halifax returns^ amounted to jgSSO^OOO. imports 
at Quebec about ;Sa00/)00« 

t Review, No. 75. 
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of at least tbree 'millioiis sterling. per aiiBttiii:;fti 
the ccmsequ^^sces of which are^ that ^' Hke' im4^ 
reatricted iutrodudtion of our manu&ctiires into, 
that cpmitry^ together with: our underselling^ 
ihem in every nmrtet in the worlds must de^i 
Itriye of. employment vast numbers of people ;. 
and until ^some.sii6s^i/i^^e be founds it must b^ 
severely felt not 6vSy by the people^ but by the 
revenue*.*^ 'The evil was, it seems, most ex«» 
tensive. ^^ The greater part of their ships/** 
said ; Mr. . Forbes, *^ are lying rotting ' in their 
rivers/' *i ^ I know* says Mr. Trant, ^ the dis- 
tressed state of that country, from the felling off 
of the; manufactures. In Mscdras alone, Fwi 
FACiH^ifis, employing 18,000 men each, had 
been recently stopped ; and thus in this one in^ 
stance, nearly 1:00,000 men had been thrown as 
a burden, upon the agricultural interests f." 
: If words have a meaning, these declarations 
tell lis, that having by an enormous loss, (for^ so' 
die evidence before the Foreign Trade Gobqh 
ttittee informs us,) little short of ruin to the 
British maniifadturer, '^ stq^rseded/^ that isr 
beat but of their own market/ ^ and. every inar* 
ket in the world;" all the Indian mauu^turers, 
and left them poor, idle, and naked ; we muisty 

* Liverpool Keport, pages 47 and 55. 
t Debate, India House, June 19tii 1822. 
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in orckr to procure ilieni ibod and laboor^ set 
tfacne Ibdiali Qkannfitofur^rs to cultmtte Sa|^^ 
and to reikder it a profitable bai&iiiesft io th^m, 
redtke tke whole jpopidation ia the Wiest 
Indiefe^ or ,6dimected with fhoae possessions^ &^ 
the same wretohed cotiditidn to wfaiok the East 
bidiaa matiiiiiiietater is Aow redneed^ by 6 v. 
ohisap lu^uoiufabtures. Ooiild the prdpagalors of 
such dangerous I'iv^ies have allowed tiiem-. 
selv^ to think for a n^oknent^ th^y Inust have. 
p0r(ieiv0d thftt a greater ini^t tibm the stife- 
m$fits;ha*e quoted convey^ were lieVer before^ 
(fflferedto tlie understtodtnglsi of a siiiibritigy or 
le^ikigs of a v&tiqulshed people. Weak, 
% ii fe^eoredr must be flte fabric of that potitioal 
power tl^t rests npdto, such a foa^ation* 

It is readily admitted that the East India por 
pulation aare entitled to bnr attention^ protec- 
iioo>. and teUef^ where the latter is aecessai-y, 
and t6 the litmost of our power ; but adndttilig 
this> it i^emsdns yet to be shewh^ why the West 
Indies so crttdly distresEted fhentselves, shdiidd 
b^ Aoi^ed but to make all the sitbrifice^ or oBdeikfe 
good that laa» which the British hialiufaetikrer 
has oocatiaoiied to India? It can^ without dif- 
fioulty^ be lAetra, that o&er and more effisctnal 
inethods remain to relieve India, without in- 
juring directly any British interest 
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If India i» tA be relieved aind benafittedj aad 
her ^^ raw pnhiM$t$^' ex^hange^ for British 
mMlM&Qtwes^* wl^r is w^t thi$ retief aSwded by> 
pr^ikitmgf. the io^Todiietion of Forei^ Sugar ia- 
to Indi^. which wt)iild eneoitfage thei oaltivation 
mA mwtt&otiire of it ia the Britiah T^ritfiriea ; 
qr :by s^t^jigikeydrdmHstnt manQfaotntei^s of 
b^iia to cultiTate cotton? The \mA, tbeclimate^ 
the t^apitat^ the stretigth^ the habits and paraniti^ 
of &e Itidian population^, are all much better 
adapted to that kiild of easy, idle work, th^i to 
^e laborious and mdre uncertaw pursuit of culti - 
tatijxg Sugars There cannot be a doubt that, 
if propar attention were paid, and encourage* 
ment giyen, that cotton might be produced in 
In(H^^ equil, to that which our manufacturers 
obtaili from other quarters. Silk, 9i\so is a 
produekion coiS^efidal to the soil and climate of 
Bl^E)ig;al> and we pay ^^t liums for it to Foreign 
nsttiokis. Why is not^the cultivation or produc- 
tion^ df it moi^e encouraged in India? The 
official report so often referred to tells us, that 
Cotton is more pr<^table than either Sugar or 
graiK; that it yields quicker returns, and re-^ 
qioring less labour, is more agreeable to the ha^ 
bits of a poor and indolent people*. This 

* Report, 1st App. pagies. 74> SSI.'^Althaiigli the ciiHiy»|ion of tli^ 
Cane is more profitable than Barley^ it 13 Mvch lb$9 monTAB&l THAif ^ 

f2 
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cbttntry importis about 600^000 bales of cottdu 
mmBRy, worth about ^,000,000; gterliiijf/ 
from F^oreign countries which not oitAj maintain 
slavery^ but carry on the slave trade to cultivate 
and extend the cultivation of that article. All 
^ this^ a sum greater^ taking nothing into account- 
for their increased production of silk, than 'the 
present united imports of India and Ohina^ might 
be taken from the former without ii^uring any' 
British possession. It is to these Britain and 
the people of India ought to look for relief and 
mutual advantage. Why Mr. Cropper, who is 
deeply engaged in the trade to the United 
States maintained by Slaves, should not recom-- 
mend this plan, or rather, why he should keep 
it altogether oiit of view, we are at no loss ta 
understand ? but, why the Reviewer, who is 
not an American merchant, should pass it over, 
can only be explained, by supposing that he is^ 
either extremely ignorant on commercial subjects, 
or that he shuts his eyes wilfully against facte 
and justice. 

When the trade to India was, as it was err 
roneously called, laid open to British- subjects, 
the East India Company, and more especially 

^ . ' ' . .. '^ :i ^ ) . . • 

Cotton. The Utter, comparatively speaking, requires'litUe expense and 
labour. SitK is also more peopitable to cultivate tuAnSugA ft. 
Xbe Mnlberry tree thrires wtW in Bengal. 
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flie. free traders^ bosusted how they would supply 
our manufacturers with cotton^ to the exclusion 
6f the cotton of Foreign Powers. The result 
iff Icnown^ As Mr. Robertson very justly ob- 
served in. the India House^ 19th Mateh^ 1823; 
from the immense importation of 240^000 bales, 
only a few years ago; the import last year had 
from the ruinous loss upon the article^ dwindled 
down to 20^000 biales, for which there was no 
sale^ even at greatly losing prices. It is beat 
out of the iblBurket by cotton^ raised by slaves> in 
other quarters^ and on account of its inferior 
quality and superior prices. The East India 
Sugar stands in exactly the same situation! 

" India goods being light," says the Review, 
^ every ship of 500 tons burden, must bring 200 
tons ballast, hut the repeal of the protecting 
duty, would permit Sugar to be brought home 
as dead weight, and consequently relieve our 
merchants from the unheard of necessity of em- 
ploying two fifths of their ships engaged in the 
East India trade, to import the sand of the 
Ganges to England. The American and con* 
tinental traders, are relieved from this burden; 
and if it is continued on those of England, it 
will end, and that at no distant day, by throw- 
ing the whole trade of India into the hands 
of their rivals *." The East India Company in 

* E4in: Rev. No. 76, p. 222. 
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Uieir report; 17dl^ put fortli exactiy similar 
i»tatements. 

The novel principle here laid down^ is^ that 
wherever theory and gpeculation conceive that 
they could drive k profitable trade^ any trade 
established^ howevier beneficial^ should be de- 
stroyed^ in order to render the other secure. In 
order to procure c/eai/^^^A/— freight for Indian 
ships which can find otily light goods^ the trade of 
the West Indies which has scarcely any ^ fight 
goods, ^ is to be reduced to baUasti The Re- 
viewer could not possibly have adduced a stronger 
argument against the concession he requires. 

But who is to blame for this ^ unheard of ne-^ 
cessity^ — ^this burden from which Ammcan dnd 
continental traders are relieved^^ namely^ that 
British ships are compelled to come loaded> 
^ two fifths with the sand of the Gaiiges?^ It 
is the East India Company. This fact is alto^ 
getiber kept out of view^ though it is the only 
one which bears on the question. 

It is to their unwise regulations^ which pro- 
hibit ships of less tonnage than 350 tons^ from 
trading to any port or place within the limits of 
&e^ charter^ except to a few ports in India^ for 
which they must enter from Britain direct^ with 
all their cargo. To this absurd regdation^ nei- 
ther the Americans nor the continental traders are 
subject. These cpme from whence they please. 
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Oo whidier they ]^ea8«*^r«Bd trade as th^^ please. 
British sulijects are not pisntttted to dQ so. It 
is true> that by a bin passed in ihe last Sessioli 
of Parliament^ ships (tf any toimage may entet 
for Ihe Indian tra)de ; but this boon is completely 
neutralised^ by the danse trhich prerents them 
fretqi trading to any part of the ^ast coast of 
Africa^ the Red Sea^ and the Eastern Avch^ 
pelago, till they have first entered at a port be^ 
tween the River Indus, and the Malay Penin^ 
snla, within the inimedlate territory and govern*- 
mmtt of the £ast India Company. 

Sn^ regulations and restrictions as these 
baVe driven the trade of the East literally ii^JUi 
the himd of foreigners* Independent of tiiehr 
^eat trade with Hindostan, the United States 
at this uom^nt^ carry on nearly as great a trade 
^with Canton, as the East Indian Company do^; 

' * Imports at Canton* ImportB at Canton. 

British. American. 

From Emnope S 1,185,0^ Goods and treasure'^ ^q ^ ^^O 

From India, &c. 2,128 J45 Bcdlars / — - — ^— ^ 

ir2,660,177 

Exports ^m Canton^ 

Tea, goods, &c. Dollars 9,041,751 



Total 


XS^ISJSM 


Exports 


(torn Canton. 


To Britain 


£2,091,216 


ToIn& 


1,701,405 



j£2,<Ml,f61 
exclusive of direct trade from 
£3,792,621 Canton to Europe, one item of 
In 17 ships, 21,217 tons. which is four millions IbH. lepi, 

in 46 ships^ toiw 16,032. 

American tsade to ISdia, 1817-18 Imports to 4B76,268 

Do. dn. Exports from 1,446,488 

TarliamenUry Papers, and Report Foreign Trade Committee. 
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every fMurticle of vrhicb^ as the most competeiit 
aiid.e:«:p^ienced judges assert^ would fall into 
Ihe hands of British subjects^ were they only 
placed upon the same footing as the Americans^ 
The evidence adduced before the Foreign 
Trade Committees of the Houses of Lords and 
Commons,'^ places these &cts in the strongest 
7>oint of view. From that evidence one case is 
selected^ which speaks volumes. When New 
£kmth Shetlaiid was discovered^ a Vessel named 
tke Eliza^ commanded by Capt Powell, and for- 
merly a Berwick Smack, was at Rio de Janeiro^ 
whither. she had gone with a cargo from the 
Clyde. Captain Powell proceeded from Rio de 
Janeiro to New South Shetland, where, in a 
very short time, he caught a great number of 
seals, with the skins of which he proceeded te^ 
London, where he sold them for 17^. 6d*: each, 
making a most profitable voyage. He proceed- 
ed on a second, and though he caught, in the 
short period of time, from November 29th, iiU 
the 9Ui of January following, 18,000 seals, so 
great was the number of adventurers by that 
time in the fishery, that he could only procure 
4r. 6d. each for the skins in the London market. 
But the greater hardship was, that an American 
schooner fishing side-by-side with him, proceed- 
ed with her cargo (9000 seals) direct from New 
South Shetland, (which the British vessel was 
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not allowed to do)^ to Canton^ wbere she solcf 
her seal skins for four dollars (20^.) each^ imd 
having done so^ took in a cargo of tea^ and 
other Chinese goods^ with which she departed 
for the continent of Europe^ and on which she 
would make at least a profit of 100 per cent.* 
The East India Company in their re^port have 
incaationsfy adduccfd a sunilar instance* The 
JBengal Board of Trade^ quote an instance of 
an American ship in 1792^ which after catching 
a cargo offish in the Southern seas^ proceeded 
with it to Bengal^ where she sold her cargo to 
pdvantage^ and there took in a cargo of Sugar 
for the United States^ by which also she made 
a prpfitable voyage t. 

From this trade^ and the mode of traiding, 
British subjects are excluded in the East by the 
monopoly and foolish restrictions imposed for 
and by the East India Company ; and before the 
West Indies are sacrificed^ in order that India 
may be relieved, it is only just and proper that 
the Company should lay open to British subjects^ 
from every quarter, that trade within her limits 
and their charter, which the East India Company 
neither carry on nor want to carry on ; but which 
the. ^ Americans and the continental traders* 

* Bridenoe of Mr. Powell before Foreign Trade Comndtlee. 
t Report, Ut App. page 59. 
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&r6 permitted to cairy on. Let but tiie Bast 
Oompany and Great Britain as they can d0> 
and what in honesty they ought to do^ lay open 
the trade every where^ within the limits of f^ir 
charter, (except the supply of tea from Canton 
to Britain) let them permit British snfcjects, in 
ships of any tonnage, to trade to and barter as 
they please or find it profitable — let them bnt do 
this, which can be dime without any injury to 
|]ie East Indies or to the West Indies, and then 
British ships and merchants would no longer be 
reduced to the * unheard of necessity^ of freight- 
ing their ships to England, or to any other 
place, ^ tuxhfiftks with the sand op the oakgbs.^ 

In No. 75, page 210, article East and West 
India Sugar, the writer says that tiie loss occa- 
sioned by the destruction of St. Domingo was 
made up in 1805 and 1806, ^ when it em^ 
iirely ceased.^ The whole supply was thrown 
into the home market, ^ when the price sunk to 
34^. per cwt., a rate which the Committee of the 
House of Commons stated, was barely equal to 
the expense of production." 

With the exception of the latter part, ^e 
whole of this statement, is at variance witii facts. 
St Domingo, previous to the insurrection in 
1791, produced equal to 140,000 hhds. of mus- 
covado Sugar. Not a tenth part of this was 
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made up by extended cultivation^ in our CoI<k 
nies* The Colonies^ however^ of the other 
European powers^ came into our possesnon^ and 
the produce of tiie whole was thrown upmi the 
British market^ by the violent decrees of the 
idol of the critic — Napoleon. These^ and not 
ihe increased cultivation of Sugar^ occasioned 
tile price to fiivk so low in the years mraitioned^ 
namely^ to 34^. per cwt, a price which^ the Gom^ 
mittee of the House of Covainons justly stated^ to 
be barely equal to the expense of cultivation^be^ 
cause it was then subject to war freights and 
charges equal to 15^. per cwi exclusive of war 
charges^ for supplies for carrying on the cultir 
vation* When these things are taken into coa^ 
sideration^ it will be found that 34s. per cwt 
iiow> is equal to 40s. at the period mentioned; 
«nd as a further proof that the loss of St. Domingo 
was mot made up^ the ptke of Sugar rose in 
.1813 and 1814^ to upwards of 60^. per cwt. It 
is unnecessary to quote anthoritie? in iBupport 
of these statements. They are fresh in the me- 
mory of all^ and it is extraordinary if the Re- 
viewer should have forgotten the facts. 

In page 211^ we are told that the distress of 
•the West Indies^ arises from " overproduction/^ 
.and that to relieve it^ we ^ must adjust the supply 
of Si^r^ proportionally to the effective demand^ 
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when the price would ooiainiy rise to it& proper 
lev^" To expect relief from Buy otiier sonite 
i»^ error and delucdoh.^ 

Yet in ihe fece of this " orer prodnctioni" we 
are recommended to follow Mr. Cropper's ^ pro- 
fonnd" coons^^ and set about producing twenty 
n^bn tons more of Sugar in India^ and to admit 
the same into the British market^ in order to 
rdieve the distress^ of both hemispheres. How 
profound ! Aiid before proceeding farther^ it 
may be asked^ what^would our manufiicturers 
and agriculturists say^ if they were told to adjust 
their supply to the demand^ in order that East 
India Rice/ and manufactures^ might by way 
of ^ dead weight^ he admitted upon equal 
terms^ and more abundantly into this country? 
But the Reviewer, whose memoryy on such 
subjects,^ was never very good, hais in his fol- 
lowing page (212) explained the cause of die 
distress of both the East India, and West India, 
.Sugar trade, in a few words : — ^ They cannot 
ceme in competition with the fertile soils of 
the Brazils, Cuba, and St. Domikgo.'* The 
latter country might have been excepted, for it, 
ISce India, produces very little Sugar, (not suf- 
ficient for home consumption) and exports so 
little, tl^ it is scarcely worth noticing. But in 
the other two places, the fertile soils and in- 
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creased, and increasing Slave trade^ have pro- 
duced such a quantity of Sugar^ and at such a 
low rate, that not only the produce of the West 
Indies, but the boasted cheap produce of the 
East Indies to which every market is, and 
always has been open, are undersold, and 
driven out of every foreign market The Re- 
viewer knows little, if he does not know this*. 

f The nurket of coattneiital Europe, and lesier Asia, remained open 
to Uwrn; and horn, the East Ixidia Report, 4th. App. j>. 44, 45, 4^i it ap- 
pears that the Company confidently expected to carry on a very insider- 
able trade with these parts, hut the influx of Sugar from the other side of 
the Atlantic, has completely ^destroyed their plans. 
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CHAPTER ni. 

Wt&t Indies charged with cantimdng the African Slave 
Trade. — RefiUed firam Official DocumenU.-^Fb' 
reign Slave Tirade. — Great Extent — extended, not 
dinUmshed. — Ruin to our Colonies. — Wrong Me- 
thod chosen to suppress it. — Sierra Leone. — Immense^ 
Expense it has cost this Country. — Yields Nothing, 

Having by incorrect statements^ and the 
misrepresentations which have been above ex- 
posed> led astray the understandings^ and raised 
expectations in the minds of his readers that 
ca^ never be realized, the Reviewer, as if aware 
that something was wanting, proceeds to appeal 
to the passions, by recurring to the hacknied 
charge against the West Indies — the Slave 
trade. 

^ Free labour," says he, ^ is at present 40 
high in the West Indies, as to hold out an over- 
whelming temptation to import Slaves. It is 
well known that that detestable traffic is parried 
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on at this moment^ ia spite 6f all that haa ht^ 
done to check it^ to a greater extent, and under 
oireuiKistanees of greater barb^ty than eVer. 
N6r is it really possible to prevent this ttiSk^ 
by mere dint of restrictions.** The real ques- 
tion with regai'd to the East India Sugar qaes- 
tion is> ^ whether the Slave trade shall be really, 
and truly abolished? Whether we shall remove 
the present itr^sistible temptation to commit a 
crime we have made punishable by death. There 
is, in fact, but one way to put down West In- 
dia Slavery, and that iis by allowing the pro- 
duce raised by comparatively cheap free labour 
to come into competition with that raised by 
Slaves. Bryan Edwards,** adds the Critic, ^ had 
no doubt concerning the practicability of ^ carry- 
ing Slaves into every island in the West Indies f 
in spite of the maritime force of all Europe. 
No man can hesitate a moment to pronounce 
that an attempt to prevent the introduction of 
Slaves into the West India Colonies, wbuld be 
like that of chainii^ the winds, or giving laws 
td the ocean.* (Edwards, vol. 2d. page 13ft). 
And therefore says, the Reviewer, we must not 
trust to Registry Laws, and such devices to 
prevent their importation *.** 

The charge here made is as direct and strong 

• Edin. Rev. roL 39, pages 223 & 224. 
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f s labgtiage can make it^ iwtmely^ that the, Slave 
tttule • from Africa is, at tiiis moment^ carried^ 
dii by our West India* Colonies with ^ greater 
barbarity than ever,** in the teeth of laws which 
render it a crime ^ punishable by death.** 

Here things must be called by their right 
names^ and without circumlocution I state^ that 
the charge is false — a calumny without the sha- 
dow of a foundation. Since the abolition inlSOS, 
there has not been a single African Slave intro^ 
duced illegally . into our West India Oolonieji, 
and the Reviewer and his coadjutors had^ or 
ought to have had^ before their eyes^ the pr6of 

that such is the fact*. 

' ... - • . ' '. 1 

_ * To subfiCaatiate thin, die foUowingofllcial documents are refened to r 
On the 2d July 1811, the House of Commons voted an address, to the 
Prince Regent, praying that he would order an account to be laid before 
thMB of all seianres made, and j^nsecntions entered under, and nolar: 
lions of the Abolition Laws. In compliance with this prayer, the Qty 
vmon of the different Colonies made their returns, which were, bv the 
Prince Regent's command, laid upon the table of the House of Cdmmons, 
July I2th, 1815, and printed by their order. The result of this inqnhy 
was, that from, the following islands, riz.— Barbadoes, Dominica, Qe- 
iberara, the Bahamas, St. Vincent's, Ouadaloupe, St. Thomas, St Lucia,- 
Qenniida, Surinam, Cvrai^oa,' Jamaica, Antigua, Montsemt, ^(fjenada, 
Martanique, and Tobago ; the returns to the order were nil, and not only 
so, but several of the Governors go out of the line of their strict offidal' 
diity,' to repel with «ndi|^tioii a contrary supposition. 

But on this head a stronger testimony yet reinains, jaad that^ is tiie au- 
thority of the BRiTitH Sovereign. 

.' Speaking in his name, anki by his command, to the Legislature of Ja- 
maica, on the subject of the Registry BUI, the Duke of Manchester says. 
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That jtbe Slave trade contiiujesr and isjpar^ 
i^ed on to ^m iounense extent by foreign nations, 
if a lamentable and ^ncibniable fact, and the ig^ 

^' he had been especially insihucted to give the most satisfactory aiT- 
•mitpBfit^p 4>«t it does not pfon^ frbiii any iaipression ^hich h}s Mi- 
jest's Gkivemipciit has reo(^vedpf the aetoal existence of th4 evil eom- 
jplained of—- no evidence having been brought forward of any systematic 
•yidation -of liie abolition laws in the 'West Indies, nor is it believed 
that tiVBce has been Amr clandestiBe importation of slaves Into Jamaica* 
And/*, says his Grace» in his oommnnication to his Majesty, in obedience 
to the retnm alladed to, and ordered by the House of Commons, *' no 
.yi^iATiON' of ^ law^ paired ibr aeab(t^0D4>f.the Slave trade ktts 
^taken place here;"— Nay more, says th»Duke, '* I feel that I should 4o 
^the people of tbis Colony an act of injustice, were I not to express my 
' confident opidon, that not only Ho violation of the abolition laws has 
tfbm fiaoBybpt t^at iberb la no desire dn tec part of the plan- 
ters TO increase their slaves by such means." 

'Nor is tins all. By returns to the House of Commons printed last 
.'jBiRPsbtt pf Farliamenlt, Pi^peifsNo.89-x2; 343-3,. ooataintng an account 
rof the import and export of Slaves into every Colony since the abolition 
in 1808, as the Same is made up by the respective governors and collec- 
tors, there is not returned, as imported or exported, one single Negro 
from Africa, or that had been brought from it in any manner; and to 
any place, during that period. 

But not oidy has there been no violation of the abolition laws known 

'in the West India Colonies, but there is the unquestionable autiiority of 

Sir Qeoige Collier, our late naval commander on the coast of AMca (see 

his Rqwrt, given in and printed by order of the House of Commons last 

year, Pinrliamentary Paper, No. 233-4), to state, that neither British 

' snlijectSy capital, nor our flag, are engaged in carrying on the Slave 

* trade to any quarter; for the trifling exception in the following extracts 

- warrants this conclusion. 

*^ In my Report of last year," says Sir George, " I stated to their 

' Lordships my full persuasion, that neither English subjects, capital, nor 

flag, were known in the Slave trade ; in the course of mf last year's ser- 

vioe, by the capture of the Anna Maria, my suspicions were rsised, and 

" ircgret they were by my absence when this vcssers esse was decided at 
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noi^ce or disingenuity of the Reviewer in not 
stating explicitly and candidly this fact, is most 
reprehensible. The continnation of the trade 
is not a matter of surprise, it was clearly fore- 
seen and predicted, that such would be the re^ 
suit whenever the abolition took place by this 
country; but this prediction was scorned and 
ridiculed by the Reviewer and his associatei^. 
Day after day, the fact that the Slave trade 
with Africa was vanquished by the British abo- 
lition was loudly proclaimed by a party in this 
country, whose words and declarations it is 
heresy tb doubt or dispute, till the broad and 
undeniable fact, that the Colonies of foreign 
powers, formerly wildernesses, were rising into 
opulence from being cultivated by Slaves, and * 

Sierra X^eone, neither confirmed nor remored ; her owner was clearly 
shewn to be connected with the house of Mesc^rs. Hutton and Bright, of 
Cuba; her supercar^ bore the name of Matthew Smith, but, when^t 
suited, he had a Spanish name also ; several circumstances gave strong 
suspicion, but I had no means of investigation after the condemnation of 
the vessel. 

*' Witih the exception of this case, of that of George Gardner, a mate 
of the Anna Maria, who confes&ng himself an English subject, was left 
for trial at Sierra Leone, and of two or three English seamen I found in 
tiie Slave vessels, induced, as they said, and as I believe, to embark an 
the understanding that they were only to cruise under the colours of 
Arteoas. against the Spaniards; I had no reason to^ suspect a British 
SUBJECT engaged or concerned in the Slave trade." 
. It would he to insult the good sense of the reader to multiply autho- 
rities or quotations farther upon this topic, after such clear and unim- 
peachable testimony. 
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that these Golomes were exporting as inuch pro- 
duce as the whole of our trans^tkuatic Colonies^ 
xbnyinced the world that ihe Slave ^ade wafs 
mftdl vigotir: Inquiry shewed^ that instead^ 
beiitg dijounished^ it was quadrupled ; and now 
the Reviewer comes forward^ and tells ub^ after 
all his schemes have &iled^ and his prediction^ 
have been falsified^ that ^ it is impossible to pre- 
vent this trade by mere dint of reslrictipnSi" 
Certainly not In this way Britain has expended 
millions^ and brought her own Colonies ix) the 
verge of ruin, without the smallest benefit -to 
Africa^ and in this manner she may expend 
niillions more^ and yet be as far from her pur- 
pose as ever. Why is this so ? Because we set 
f down the Slave trade as the cause of African 
. ^orance and barbarity^ instead of its being the 
consequence thereof— because we still actaipon 
this fatal delusion^ and have taken no measures 
whatever to introduce amongst the natives of 
Africa that civilization, trade, and commerce, 
whii^h alone can open the eyes of Africa to her 
&tal error, and shew her, without intermeddling 
with any one of her internal customs or pur- 
suits, so as to alarm her mind^ or awaken her 
suspicion, that it is more profitable to turn her 
Slave population to cultivate her own fields, 
than to sell them to cultivate the fields of otber^^ 

o2 
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"DN) ^is, ^w the AfiiciMi pd^w^i^ tii^ y^ nM 
'^b'^e^r^drcf^e'Q^pVod^^bbf tie -f^i^fmb, 
^tin%r the ' fcatncfe Hlfey ^^ conJMifeila t6 c«^ 
^teii, *iid%ieyMn!()iXt ato fend to the Skro 
^E^^ ¥h^i3^V«^. WMo^ tbis, ktl the effiinHb 
■«f EaWfpie'Witt >raVfe Wto to'tta^e Mftylrii^l'riJ- 
^oii^^^fHda; tod m^tg i^ff ttll Ibe fiiifo' 
-fl^ft^i(i<e fi^iMte; "Were It kfvm jM^s^e t6 tib 

^ktliave!Bdw^^S>r mee ^dbsadd ytn#», aatt 
<>^t Sow, 1:<> ^WfeH^the -flboil ^df A:#fcafl»ia«fy 
<Ai4 SA'fiMcam'di^mdktiOii. 

1 t^as ^iM^ E^dpe that c^^eited thte tMkd^, 4>r 

ctitfsea iKese '^^s to flow. The m&t mk its 

''iHse¥ies existed ia stU their virulellcfe, ttdd ^I 

^"Wti^BrWiehgth, when Europeans firist fisitMtt^ 

■^iaterii shores of Africa, atrid Boany—^tv^o'hdi- 

-dred years before the £ttr<ypean ISlare tirade 

'dbnimeiic'ed * 'the abdlitioh itself," sAyaHb- 

y^ttr Liidlam (who kiiew Africa well). In 

-Iris iixcelleint L^er s6rit to, 'but siippress^ 

'for seren ye&rs by, Mr. Macaulay, * will n6t 

■-^fitevent the Africans from reniainii:^ ia saVii^e 

Ihd bncivfliied people. To abolish the Stitte 

ti^e is not -to dbc^ish the violent passions 

'^ich now find vent in that particular quarter. 

^ w^iilre'it to cease, the misery of Africa wotiild 

^tose from Other causes ; but it does not follow 
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Hfisivijlilz4ff. "^is will dQ«|5tiess| hfi acknoy?- 
1^£^ '' 9^ ^t; iffSky be s^ked> y^y I i^^eat 9ft 
Qbyi^M^ §t tifHtU? \ aBsweir^ because the w]fir 
tings of the abolitionists leave a contfaii;'^ 1^7 
|l(^£g9P3^ They ^^1^ of the daftness in which 
igg l^ayfi kfgt Africa^ apd of the bappines^ 
w^icli $he H^y now 190k forward to, a9 if 1^ 
"^ff^ ^ liiBfqae^anable fact^ that Africa woi|l4 
Imye b^n civilieF^d^ had it not been for t]|^ 
^^ye tf^e : n^^y, further, that ciyilizatiQ^^: 
€l(fistiamty> 9pd Ifi^igj^msn, are np^ t^ bc^ 
loolffcl f^rwaf^ ^o,^s the natural effects of al^Qr 
ll^iciQ. They ^ftyi|qt^^)s in direct ternis; tqc^O; 
so liquid 8ofl[ipjfntly e^po^e the absurdity;' l^ni 
it in 9U ^b^ioi^jt and scanetl^^es afi unavotc(^t)}f^^ 
q0l|f{lvd}{|n^ irom what they do say. Those 11^]^ 
^i^ more c^^uticius, i^p^^ as if a friendly intefv^ 
cpfpnfid wit)i t|ie ^fnfi^x^ mui^t i^atiur^Uy tg]^ 
jjllKce after tfa^ ^b<d!tipi}> and as if ciyilia^gq' 
WQulcl na^tnratly follpfw ffom a frien% ijjt^jrf*; 
o§ur^ : hp^ much ne^er the truth to affirm, 
that ^ se^ftijiterested intercourse will take place;, 
and tha^ ifijurie^^ retaliations y wars and con- 
<)Uf^7% will be the natural effects of any i^ter-/ 
course. That civilization will follow conquests^ 
I more readily allow *.'' 

* Letter, Ludlam to Macaulay, 14th April 180^ 
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It may be of importance^ and is not foreign ta 
the subject, to place before the reader the pro- 
digious extent to which the Slave trade is still 
carried on, and the enormous and useless sacri- 
fices which Great Britain has made to put an 
end to it. 

^ In the short space of 18 months" says Sir 
Robert Mends, ^ there sailed from the pour 
Northernmost rivers in the Bight of Biafra, 
424 vessels, many of them carrying from 500 to 
1000 Slaves ; but by allowing the very moderate 
average of 250 to each vessel, it will make 
106,000 Slaves.'^ From Bonny river alone, 126 
vessels sailed in four months ; and from Game- 
roons^ 177 ! ^ Vast as this is" says Sir Robert, 
^ it falls infinitely short of the reality, as many 
ships have sailed with full cargoes from other 
places to the Northward of the line, of which 
we have no account. Great numbers are also 
transported from the main to the island of St. 
Thomas, and iPrince's, and thence to the Brazils^ 
Equal in extent to all these shipments, are 
tiiose made to the Southward of the Line, of 
which we have no correct knowledge, but where 
tto interruption whatever is given to them*." 
Sir Robert proceeds to state, that so far from the 

* Sir Robert Mend's Despatch, June 26, 1822, pages 8 and 9, Parlia- 
■lentaiy Paper, No. 556. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Slave trade being diminished ^ the reverse is 
the factJ^ It is carried on with ^ feadess mr. 
padenee by the subjects of France^ Spain> and 
l^ortugal^ and a lingering disposition to favour 
this commerce exists amongst the natives along 
the whole line of coasts with the exception of 
Sierra Leone.'* The beneficial effects which 
were predicted from this settlement of free 
people, have totally failed. At Gallenas, only 
Que hundred miles from the settlement, says Sir 
Charles Macarthy, ^fourteen vessels took in 
cargo^ of Slaves, and sailed in four months. 
The iarade was there flourishing and carried on to 
u greater extent than it ever had been at 
^y former period*." Every possible encour-^ 
agement is given to it by the native Princes, 
who ridicule the idea of attempting to put an 
end to it-}-, ^Neither mountains, rivers, nor 

* Parlivnentary Paper, No. 556, Session 1923^ fage U. 

t *' A PREFERENCE is given to those Slaying ships in trade by the na- 
tives. There can be ncTeffectnal prevention ol the trade, unleaa a idiip 
ef war were authored at each of the places, which is impracticable^ 
The cargo of Slaves is collected ready on shore, and embarked as appears 
convenient. The Slave vessels will embark a cargo of Slaves in two HOimt. 
Itifomiation trtvels so r^»idly froJb river to river by the creeks of this 
cgnntry, that the news," says Capt. Leeke, ** of my having taken the 
vessels from Bonny, reached Cameroons a week before I appeared off. 
^^Vlien I strongly urged King Peppel to put an end to the Slare l^sade, 
he replied that it was his chief support ; but if the King of England 
wonld send him annually a seventy-fimr gun skip laden with goods, he 
would give it up !"— ParUamentary Papers, No. 556, Session 1823, &c* 
Despatclies, Sir George Collier and others. 
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desetis, wiD prove barriers to the Slave tradfe,^ 
safs Sir James Lucas Yeo^ ^ as the black 
Chiefs will briag Slaves from every pari of Africa, 
as long as there is a nation that will afford them 
a Slave market*. 

Such is the state and such the prospects for 
the annihilation of the Slave trade. The ob- 
ject for which Sierra Leone was established, is 
equally unpromising, liotwithstanding the gaudy 
colouring thrown over it, and permitted to be 
thrown over it by those whose hobby horse it has 
been. It has lately, by the influence of the Afri- 
cian Institution, been made the capital of all but 
African Settlements on the west cokst north of 
the line, and the seat of the government; a choice 
from its geographical position, as Wisfe as if jSar- 
badoes were selected as the seat of goyemnient 
for Jamaica and Cuba. ^ Another great objection 
to Sierra Leone,'* siys Sir James Lucas Yeo, 
^ arises from its being at such a distance directly 
to the windward of where the Slave vessels arfe 
captured, which is generally the bight of fienic^ 
and Biafra. The vessels are always crowded 
and sickly, and ihe mortality in making the pas- 
sage exceeds one tenth. Add to this, the cli« 
mate is detestable, the rains commencing in the 

* Parliamentary Papers about Slave trade, July 17th 1817, pa(^e 2. 
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tkA'of Apfil^ and contmuiug tUl the middb of^ 
OeiobeF ; it proves ike grsYe of most Earope^Bi^ 
Mrkogotiiere^andeveii those who escape the grbve> 
linger oat a painful and miserable existence.*^ 

Oil tltts wretched ill-choseii spot (of which I 
s^I have occasion to speak inore folly in the 
seqael)^ and^ in order raise U into notice and 
importanee, this nation^ and individnals have> 
in one way or the other, expended nearly Five 
millions sterling f! Yet> notwithstanding all 

* PteliAmentury Papers about Slare Tnde, July 17^1 1817, page 3. 

t FhMii ParliAiiieatary Papers^ No. S3»» of SeMioa 1821, and No. I7r»r 
of Session, 1822, it appears that the following: sums have been paid by this 
Country, rlz. 

Fortiigaese clainis for captnres 

Spain, by treaty 1817 

Portugal, by treaty in 1815 
Do. loan remitted, balance 1815 - 

WSUiluii Cotton, prise agent, Siem lieontf 

Bounties paid snndriea by treasury 
bo. by Navy pay-office, till March 1822 

Sonnties for captures afaore-ttieiitioned 

Ittlnept for sums adyanced, coat 

^ Total £2,i!i8jm 11 llj^ 
To^this must be added about ;£ lOOjOOO more granted to pay Portugal-^ia 
long- list of unseMed j^amsh cliums— from i^600a to £9000 per aanUdi 
lar aeFeral years for CommiasiottBrs in Tarions parts to settle Slave 09^ 
ture», the espense of j^lO for each captured negro for clothing, food, &c 
&c. the support of ten or twelve ships of war on that part of tiie African 
^lttiDlH-ali6i[t jl?60,000 per amiun for several years, the expense 6f te 
Sierra Leone estabUshment— 4ihe loss of the original capital j£^0,000, and 
ihe advance of £100,000 additional by the Company, with all these items, 
we have part of wbat Sierra Leone and the abolition bave dirtetfy cost 
this country 
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^s;*the place continues in a moist wretcfced^ 
state as to trade^ commerce^ and improve*- 
ment. *^ After all the sums of money'* says 
Sir James Lucas Yeo, ^ expended in its impioye- 
ment^ it is still m a most deplorable state. 
Great abuses and mismanagement are said to 
hare existed^ and certainly to judge from its 
present wretched state, the reports appear to 
hgve been too well founded.'* Sir George Collier, 
in 1821, mcintions one fact to show its advance- 
ment, when he states that the streets of Freetown, 
the capital, were covered with grass, and tlie indigo 
plant growing as if in a field *. From first to, 
last from 35,000 to 40,000 captured negroes 
must have been carried there, and liberated and 
settled. By the Eleventh Report of the African 
Institution, page 33, we are informed that the 
population in 1816. was only 10,000, I say only 
10,000 persons, because Sir James Lucas Yep, 
of the same date, states that more than 20,000 
captured negroes had been sent to Sierra Leone, 
of which more than 2000 had perished in the 
voyage up from Leeward. A still greater number 
must have been carried there since 1816. The 
captures since that period have been very 
numerous. In the course of eighteen months, 
ending March 1823, the squadron under the. 

* Parliamentary Paper, No. 223, Session 1822, page 15. 
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command of Sir Robert Mends carried into 
and liberated in Sierra Leone 4392 negroes *• 
Yet^ notwithstanding this remarkable influx of 
population^ and the great increase which must 
necessarily be among them where they are free, 
and enjoy the fall blessing of the ^marriage tie^^ 
the population, of that celebrated colony, ac- 
cording to Mr. Glarkson, is now reduced to 
only 14,000 f. What has become of all the rest, 
exclusive of the Nova Scotian blacks, and the 
disbanded soldiers of the West India regiments? 
They would not surely leave that paradise* The 
cruelty of West India task-masters, and ^^a de- 
grading y promiscuous i^ferc?owr*^," cannot have 
lessened their numbers and prevented their in- 
crease* What then has become of them ? It 
would be /desirable so see returns — hontstund 
fair returns of the population of that^ Grave lo^ 
Europea^yP and as it would appear to negroes^ 
alsd:t« 

* Parliamentaiy Faper^No. 55(i, Seitioii 1^3. 
t Cliirkson*! " thoughts/' page 17. 
t ** There is no doubt/' says tlie Chief Justice of Sierra Leone, 11th' 
Report, page 34, *' very much to deplore oa the score of religion^ on tb» 
scoEE OF MoftALS, On the score of mannen, or of the social tact, as de- 
rived from both religion and morals; on the score of depraved but inve- 
terate habits, and of likoerino barbarism and tardy iMPROiteMENT, 
in Sietra Iieone.*' These things may in' some measure account for the 
decrease. . 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CHAPTER IV. 

in India bjfjree mm instead qf Shaves. — NotcjorrejQt., 
— Slaves in India — the cultivators of the soiL-^J^e- 
males sold as slaves for tlie purpcise of prostitution. 
This practice qomm&n in the East. — Miserable situa- 
tion of the free farmers in India. — Wretched state 
of their Slaves. — The numbers of 4he tatter very 
great. — Hard tahekr-^bad jbod-^-^e^d with cattH^ 
^Injlammatory mddecd^fkt statements qf tile 9^} 
viewer, Mr. Cl^rhen and Mr. Cr^ippftit, on the^ 
, points, as directed ofuinst our West India Colonies^ 
examined and rifnted^ 

The next point which merits our Mrioua ooiw 
sideration^ is tbe bold and iitiprudeiit assertion, 
that the labour in India is performed entirefy 
by free men ; that there are no Slaves in India, 
and therefore that the produce of that part of 
our Empire should have 9. decided preference 
a^ver, and meet with every encouragement before^ 
our West India Colonies. ^ Mr. Grop^r's 
views on these subjects'' s^ys thie ^leyiewer, 
^ are equally enUgktened and profoemd^.^ 
Well, let us attend to them for a moment. * It 

* Edinburgh Review, No. 75, page 224. 
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HaB been asserted^ that encoaragingStigttrfta tii& 
1B»9t bidies is only esiploying Slaves in the Sdst 
bidies instead of Slaves in the West Now^ 10 
-this i ghre^ says Mr. Cropper ^ an unqualified m^ 
'^jgativ^. No Slavery does exist in Bengal, or tlie 
Northern Provinces Where Sugar is cultivated *;^ 
^Hch are the enlightened and profound views of 
Mr. Cropper* Let us put thein to the test foy 
inq)Srior and better authority. ^^ Slavery" says 
-the Reviewer, on the authority of tiiat nmrn- 
ipeaisAable authority. Sir \Henry' Colebrooke, 
^ is not vnkm)wn in Bengal. Throughodt sdme 
districts the labours of husbandry are executed 
chiely hy bond servants. In certain diatriots 
Hie "ploughmen are mostly Slaves of the peasants 
(Slaves of the peasants!), for whom they labouTj^ 
and ni some places the landholders have a ckim 
to tine servitude of thousands among the inhabi- 
tants of their estates t." 

So much for Mr. Cropper*s ^ profound^ know 
ledge, llie fact solong^ so loudly, and so perli- 
tuktimisly denied, buthere admitted; namely, that 
th^eixre Slaves in India^— in Bengal, the gveat^t 
iSugar district; shortens my labour greatly in 
^beiug dbl^ed to wade ithrough authorities to 
-^9taUi8h the feet. But says the Reviewer, 

* I'rotection West India Sugar, page 48. 
t Uinbilttb 1Uyi«w, No. 75, page 224. 
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^bese ^ Bondmen^ (softening the expression ta 
compliment to East India power and fitvour) 
Sl/iybs^ are not treated with that cruelty and in- 
humanity^ that the Slaves in our West India pos- 
sessions are, nor are there ^ any Foreign Slaves 
imported ^ into India. Of this I am not so cer- 
tain, and cannot altogether take the word oftte 
Reviewer. But as he states the case, it makes 
greatly against the Slavery established in India, 
compared to that established in the West Indies. 
Granting that no Foreign Slaves are imported 
into India, (that is Africans) it is abundaiitly 
plain, that the population of India make Slaves 
of one another — ^brother of brother — the father 
of the children — ^fellow subject of fellow subject, 
a species of Slavery, by far the most degrading, 
pernicious, and the worst that ever scourged 
mankind ; in fact, scarcely ever known amongst 
the barbarous nations which inhabited Europe 
and the parts of Asia contiguous thereto. This 
kind of Slavery was, amongst the Jews, con- 
sidered the greatest crime, and while makii^ 
Slaves df foreigners by purchase was permitted, 
the direct Anathema of the Almighty was di- 
rected against it; and the frequent violations t>f 
this law, formed one of the most serious acclima- 
tions brought against his chosen people. The 
practice of it amongst them, as it has done 
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amongst every other nation^ brought with it fo- 
reign domination^ and whenever the population of 
India shall burst the fetters of that ignorance and 
superstition which now degrades them^ and shall 
give up the barbarous practice of enslaving their 
own offspring instead of buying foreigners, they 
will from that moment cease to be^ I will not 
say ^ Bondmen, ^ but servants to the distant 
potentates of Europe. 

But when the Reviewer states that there are 
^ no Foreign Slaves '^ imported into India, he is 
evidently mistaken. There are millions of Ma- 
hommedans in India ; and the practice of im- 
porting beautiful young female Slaves to sell them 
for concubines, has always prevailed wherever 
that faith extended. It did prevail in India 
during many ages, and still, I believe, the practice 
is continued. It is to this trade, I presume, that 
Mr. Dixon alluded, at the meeting of the East 
India Directors *, when in answer to some of those 
loquacious members, who were asserting that 
there were no Slave labourers in Indi^, he saidl, 
he<£idnot think, that importing Slaves to till the 
ground, was worse than selling females for the 
^^ purpose of prostitution.*' Assuming the fact 
that the practice which did prevail in India, still 

* Speech, India House, 25th July 18^2. Mr. Trant then admitted 
(hat ** girls were sold for the purpose of prostitution.'* 
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prevails there amongst that part of the populations 
^namdy^^ that of importinfi^ young, whti^ female 
Slaves for the purpose of prostitution from 
Cashmere^ Cashgar, the Banks of the Oxu% 
and the shores of the Caspian Sea, the annex^ 
ned sketch of that trade, as practised amongst 
Mahommedans elsewhere, may give the readier 
(as fifahommedan customs do not vary) some 
idea of a system of Slavery and of a Slave trade 
which certainly does not prevail in the West 
Indies, and of which they have never beenac- 
. cttsed, )>ut which may be witnessed, undef the 
British authority in India*. 

* Irby's and Mangle's Travels in Nubia, Syria, &c. " At Hamar w« 
iwi tom i l a melancholy scene. There arrived one evening four shabby 
Jookingy ill-dtessed Turks, attired somewhat like soUiers, and an eldflHy 
knave better clad, though no better looking than the others. These 
jieople brottght with them eleven Georgian gbrls, the vemnantef between 
,foCy and fiCty, as we were informed, whom they had stolen or YsSBL- 
napi^ from their parents on the confines of Georgia ; tiiey wese brought 
lo b^ sold as Slaves or mistresses to such wealthy T^ks as cbiild' alTohl 
tfrhidlBi^ sttms.forsach.aBfortitiiAte vdk^tims. .Those poinrjigiris.irate 
lodged in the cells contijguons to ours ; they were iQOStly bctwew fifteen 
and twenty years of age; two were younger, being about twelve. They 
were all exceedingly pretty, with black spaikHng eyes, rosy cEeclw^lM^ 
black haur, and ^iery lair. oomplejEioas^ giving a v^ stA>og ooolradic- 
tiontotiie account which Volney writes of the Cfeorgian and Circassian wo- 
men, where he says that their fame for beauty arises mole from the fhncy of 
tn«eaers,beigh!lenedby the diMcn^ they havealwaysfoQiidto getasight 
. of them, tfaan-from any real merit they possess in Uds resp^t ! ^e prioes 
which were demanded and oJBfered for these girls is the beat proof of the 
estimation in which they are held by the Turks, especially when it is 
known that these peopTe are allowed a plurality of wives. We Wfrc 
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The number of Slaves' in India is very great 
Ahhh dh Bois^ a very accurate and inteUigent 
writer^ and well acquainted with India^ iells us 
Omt all the Pariahs/ compr^faending one fifth 
of tiie whole populatioA^ 32 millions^ are ^ bom 
Slaves P* With regard to tibeir boasted treat- 
ment^ and superiority over West India Slaves 
Uie mere fact admitted and stated by the Re^ 

jNNNent at tlie bidding for •one girl by a rich Turk, when fourteen purset, 
ea£h pant being 500 piastres (£18), were demanded ; and although he 
tiflMdlen^ they WflUldiiolllMite one /Mnv; the poor gfaf), who waaaboat 
fifteen^ aten^ng up all the while, and hearing the dispntea aboat her 
purcliase. They were all taken ont four different tlmes^ and conducted 
dweiigh the toWn to the lidi TNinkisfa houses, to be viewed and bid for 
tfieaanie aa any otiier ^jMrcbandlae ; and on two occaabna eondderable 
parties of the principal inhabitants came to our khan, and examined and 
bid for the unhappy Clotures at the door of their cells; they beii^ 
ohi||l«d to stand iq> in ja mw, wfaOe their several merits wave discftssed 
hy the aeveral bidders. We saw sevenii candidates for purchasing, of 
upwards of fifty yean of age, wlule the friendless object of his choice 
was pnly fiHeen. The diet of tfiese poor mifertttnatea) considering their 
aex, was of a character with the rest of thrir treatment, conaisting only 
of a loaf of bread and a small piece of cheese twice a duy $ and although 
wiowere buying tiranges at only two parta (a halfjpenny) each, we never 
aaw one anosigst then all. Whenever the owners went sibroad, t^ 
locked their chaige np in the cetts, «nd carried away the kcgf. Being 
rtftnnied from one of tlieir tours through the town, we he«rd some bitter 
IsMtntiag in the ocffl next to ours, and fonnd liiat it proceeded from one 
of the young giris bring about to be sold, and consequently separated 
from her rister and companions. Hie mode of conducting these giris 
from town to town is on horseback ; in tlus manner they liad been 
Iliwi«ht from Georgia, being ex|Nised for sale at. all the principal tewna 
aa they came along. They were now destined for Damascus, where it 
was lliought a good mart would be found for them ; they set put on their 
mstanphply jpvnuiy two days befon we did. " 

a 
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view^ that they are " Slaves to the peasants'' of 
India^ would convince any person but the. most 
obstinately prejudiced^ that their condition must 
be very different, and very wretdied indeed. In 
order to ascertain this more distinctly and cor- 
rectly it may be proper to consider, particularly, 
the situation of th^ superior part of the agricul* 
tural population of India* A reference to D^w's 
history of Hindostan, will enable us to ascertain 
that correctly, and prepare the way for esti- 
mating more justly, the happy state of the Slave 
population of India. The annexed extract from 
the work mentioned, will explain the former, and 
after perusing the same, it is not possible that 
the most inveterate foe of the West India Co- 
lonies, can longer refrain from acknowledging, 
that the condition of the Slaves in our West 
India Colonies is not only much superior to the 
condition of the Slaves in Hindostan, but even 
to the highest class of farmers in it. But it may 
be said, th&t matters are greatly improved in India 
since the period to which Dow alludes. It is pro- 
bable in several points that they are so, but the 
writers of subsequent periods, and the report 
already referred to, shew us that the improvement 
is little indeed, and that poverty, ignorance, and 
wretchedness, still overspread India, nor can 
it be otherwise, in a country where, the free la- 
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bourer earns, and can obtain, only 2d. per day 
for his labour*. In Ireland, the Parliamentary 
Report of last Session tells us, that the wages to 
the labourers in several districts, were only 4d. 
per day, and that pittance liot always to be 
obtained. The misery and distress amongst a 
numerous population, were in consequence 
alarmingly great. What then must the distress 
be in India, where the hire of the labourer is only 
one Aa//— TWO pence per day ? 

' ** The Nabobs of Bengal began the ruinouB policy of fanning ont the 
lands annually, learing the wretched tenants to the oppression and ty- 
nuiny of temporary Zemindars. At the eommencement of ereiy year« 
there is a general Congress of all the great farmers, at the capital of 
Bengsl ; which meeting, in the Tttnguage of the country, is called Punea, 
The object of the Congress is to settle the accounts of the former year, 
and to give the lands for another year to the highest bidder. 
' ^ Pretences were never wanting to intimidate them on account of their 
past conduct ; and where no competitors offer themselves, some are created 
by the minister, to ruse anxiety and terror. Presents are an infallible 
remedy, to quash all inquiries into former oppressions, and a bribe secures 
to them' the power of exercising, for another year, their tyrannies over 
thdr unhappy tenants. 

' ** When they seem rich, the impost is raised ; and the bribe must in 
propcnrtion be greater. ' The love of money Is often more powerAil, than 
the fear of bodily pain. When they have long groaned undee the 
I.A9H, some banker, or money-broker appears, who, for the ezorbitiint 
interest of 10 per cent, per month, discharges the debt. The former by 
such means as these, often deceives the minister and the resident, and 
obtains his lands for another year, because no one else will offer a sum, 
which the possessor finds so much difficulty to pay. A friend in the 
secret, gives security for the nints ; and a present thrown into the hands 
of the minister suspends, for a time, the discipline of the whip. 

• Official Report, 1st. Appendix, p. 80. In 

h2 
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** In the year 1767, the author of ihe inquiry, who reaided at that toe 
in Bengal, had the curiosity to calculate the expense of the Bunderbust, 
($ yearly ^ttlenient. He formed- liis d^timate fVoih the aeeountk 
qf ^rsoua ^mihdara ^ and he avera, without exag^ration, that the 
ttpanse amounted to 27i per cent, of the rents of their lands; which, 
iftay amount to a million sterling. These trivial perquisites were Akted: 
h9t#e«i>UB0HM£DRi«a> his friinidj^^and U9 haokera of Mporshodakad* 
t)ke place of the Copupany's resident at the JDmrbar, or the court of the Na- 
bob, was HONESTLY worth one hundred and fifty thousand pounds a year. 

** When the sources 6t goyemmebt are eomUpt^, they poison the irhol^ 
sttvam. Every petty etEioet in the state, etery clerk of the revenues ai* 
sumed the tyrant in his own department. Justice was totally rounded | 
and the fear of being plundered by a superibr, was the only check that 
remained agfdnst the commission of the most atrdctooi crimes. £vecy 
instance of abstaining from the most cruel oppressions, proceeded from 
iidolence,— every act of tyranny firom the love of money* The distemper 
of avarice, ih the extreme, seemed to infect all, whom the wrath op God 
against a devoted people, had jdaced in power. 

" Tile consequences of this mode of letting the lands in Bengal, wm 
■neh as with little foresight^ might have been expected. Nothing in the 
conquered provinces was premeditated but rapine. Every thing but plun* 
der was left to chance and necessity, which imposed their own laws. The 
temerB, having no certainty of holding thehr lands beyond the year, made 
no improvements. Impressed with the uncertainty of their situation, they 
iniaed their rents to the last farthing upon the wretched tenants, who^ nn- 
wilting to fonake their ancient habitationa and household goda, sub- 
mitted to impositions which they could not pay. They looked up to 
heaven in their distress; but no redress remained for the wretched. 

" Year after year brought new tyrants, or confirmed, the old, in the 
praidce of their former oppresrions. The tenants, being at length ruined, 
the fmrmers were unable to make their contracts witii government llieir 
erftHtf to their inferiors recoUed at length upon themsdves. Mairr of 
Mm were bou'nd to stakes and whipped ; Imt their poverty ceased to be 
feigned. Their coteplaintB were heard In every square in Mborahedabad ; 

amlKOT A FBW OF THEM EXPIRED UNDER THE LA8R. Many of the iufe- 

ridr tdnanta, reduced to despair, fled the eotfntry, hoping to derive firom 
oAer despotiams, that lenity, which our indolence, to speak the best of 
ourselves, denied. 
" In proportion as an unfortunate people became less able to bear the 
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•igUftiBilied l*xatlikB, the mode of eoUeeting it, becamo^ more oppreath^ 
8efen entire bAttalions were added to onr military eitabHalmicats, to ea- 
foree the collectioiia. They carried terror and riiin through the conntiy ; 
bat poverty was more prevalent than obstinacy every where. 

** The Zemindars, or pvineipal fanners, copy the officers of govern- 
ment in tyranny. The i^tt, or wretched tenants, are forced to give their 
labour-grataitonily to' this transitory lord of a year, whenever he diOMiis 
t» employ their toil in fatsjfields, when tiieir own farms lie waste {^ want 
^ onltivntion. There ii not an article of oonsnmption with which the 
POOR TBHANT6 are not oMiged.to supply the general fanner. The quantity 
hronght is frequently move than his consumption demands; and in thest 
Gisas, they are forced, uiider the inspection of his servants, to carrV 
THBiR OWN PROVISIONS TO MARKET, and to dispose of these for the nse of 
tfle^ lofd ! They even freqnently riiusc^ or fall the exchange upon the 
A^Mvf , agaiMt tho wVetchtfd husbandman ; and without even the stMngth 
of custom, they exact firora tlie low^ sort fees upon births, maniaget, 
lulkd contracts. There is scarce an occurrence upon which they have not 
sbt^tatedaibifhuy imposts. 

** Some of the lands in Bengal go under the designation of Comair, having 
no native tenants ; bdng cultivated by vagrant husbandmen, who wander 
from place tb'plae^ in quest of labour. A farmer takes frequently Iai|fi 
tracts of these lands upon contract He obliges himself to be antwenbie 
to government for the produce ;, but he keeps the accounts himself. The 
vagrant husbandmen whom he employs having neither employment in 
agHcttltnre' nor stock, are, from time to time, supplied with small sumi 
hjr the fanner, and when the harvest is gathered in, he appropriates \f 
himself two-tMrtU of the crop ; after paying himself from the remaindef 
fbr the interest of the sums advanced to the vagrants. The accounts de- 
£ver0d \a to government contain every thing but the truth} and thii 
mode, from onr indolence, becoming most profitable to the ZemindSir^ 
he wishes to depopulate the country, in some measure, for his own gain. 

** Men of speculation may suppose, that the security of property to the 
natives i^igbt Infuse a ipi^t pf fjrosdom, dangerous to our power, i$k our 
Indian subjects. Nature herself .seems tfi have denied liberty to the in^ 
habitants of the torrid zone. To make the natives of the fertile soil of 
Bengal free, is beyond the power of political arrangement. The indo- 
Ifim wlui<^ attends t(ie, cljanate,pivyeiits vften from the constant activity 
and exertion, which is necessary to keep the nice balance of freedom. 
Their religion, their institations, their manners, the very dispositions of 
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tkeir nundB, form them for pastiye obedience. To ^ye them property 
would only bind them witii stronger ties to our interest ; and make theni 
more our subjects ; or, if the British nation prefers the name— more ouit 

SLAVES. 

'' The unlimited power which Mahommbdanism gives to every nan 
in his own family, habituates mankind to Slavery. Every child is taught, 
from his infancy, to look upon his father, as the absolute disposer of lifie 
and death. The number of wives and concubines which the more wealthy 
and powerful entertain, is a cause of animosity and quarrel, which nothing 
but a severe and unaccountable power in the master of a family can Tfir 
press. This private species of despotism is in miniature ; the counterpart 
of what prevails in the state ; and it has the same effect in reducing. all 
the passions under the dominion of fear. Jealousy itself, that most violent 
feeling of the soul, is curbed within the walls of the Harem. The women 
may pine in secret, but they must clothe their features with cheerfulness 
when their lord appears. Contumacy is productive of immediate punish- 
ment. They are degraded, divorced, chastised, and even some- 
times PUT to death, according to the degree of their crime or obstinacy, 
or wratii of the offended husband. No inquiry is made concerning their 
fate. Their friends may murmur, but the laws provide nq redress, for 
no appeal to public justice issues forth from. the Harem" (D&w, Vol. 

Surrounded with misery and poverty them- 
selves, it is impossible that the masters, were 
they even inclined, can administer to the com- 
fort of their Slaves. Accordingly, direct official 
and unimpeachable testimony assures us, that 
their condition in India is the most miserable 
and wretched that can possibly be conceived. 

We have it wrung from an East India pro- 
prietor himself, (Mr. Trant,) that in India, 
^ girls are sold for the purpose of prostitu- 
tion *." This worst species of Slavery is very 

* Tranf s Speech, lodia House, July 25th, 1822. 
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comoK)!! in many countries in the Eaait. In 
MingreHik so debased and degraded are its in- 
habitants^ that the parents sell their daughters 
to be scattered over the East for that purpose , 
and account a large family of daughters the 
greatest gain they can possess. Will the ene- 
miesof the Colonies tell us there is any Slavery, or 
a Slave trade in the West Indies equal to this ? 
Not only are Slave labourers very numerous in 
India, but their treatment is harsh in the ex- 
treme *. They are banished from the abodes of 

* In order to g^re the reader a correct view of the state of Slavery in 
India, I shall condense, into as short a compass as possible, the particulars 
legarding it fh>m yarioas authors, amongst whom Dr. Buchanan's autho- 
rity is the most yaluable, as he was officially employed by the Marquis 
WeUesley to inquire into the state of the different Provinces of Hindostan. 

Existence of Slavery in India. 
^'Their farms are chiefly cultivated in the Lower Carnatic, by 
Slaves of the inferior castes^ called Sudra andPanchum Bundum. (Buch. 
vol. 1, p. 19.) In districts of Malabar, " By far the greater part of the 
labour in the field is performed, by Slaves, or charmur. These are the 
absolute property of their devarus or Lords, and may be employed in any 
work that their masters please. They are not attached to the soil, but 
transferred in any manner their masters think fit ; only a husband and 
wife cannot be sold separately, but children may be separated from their 
parents; and brothers from thdr sisters. These two tenures are utterly 
abominable ; for the person who exacts the labour and furnishes the sub^ 
sistence of the Slaves, is directly interested to increase the former and 
diminish die latter, as much as possible. In fact, the Slaves are very 
severely treated; and their diminutive stature and squalid appearance 
show evidently a want of adequate nourishment. There can be no com- 
parison between their condition, and that of the Slaves in the West In- 
dia Colonies; except that in Malabar there are a sufficient number of 
females, who are allowed to marry any person of the same caste with 
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their masters — ^^ kept witli the .labouring cattle^ 
in a house built at some distimce from the abode 
of freemeu^'^ — ^they are not allowed to e&i^ the 

themielTet, and whose labour it alway exacted by their husband's master ^ 
the master of the girl having no avthority over lier, so long at the liw 
with another man't Shive." Buchanan, Vol. ii. p. 370— 372^ " In Cu- 
RUMBARA Nada, almost an the farmers (cudians) have Slaves ; there are 
a VERT VBW only that are reduced to the necetrity of labouring with dieir 
own handt. In Tulava, the ctdtivation is clnefly carried on by odfacftcr, 
or hired servants; but there arealso tomeflMtiSa<to/SK,.boaghtmenor Slavca. 
Having assembled some of the corar or coriavar, who, under their cluef 
Hobasheea, are said to have once been nutters of Tula v a, I fottnd.tiut 
. they are now all Slaves, and have lost every tnid|tio9 of their former 
power. In the Northern parts of Tulava, are two ctutes, called Boca^ 
dam and Baladaru, both of whom are Slaves, When their master ha* no 
occasion for their work, they get no wages. . The master is bonn^, how- 
ever, to prevent the i^ged or infirm from perishing of want. In Haiga 
in the farms of the Brahmins, most of the labour is performed by Siav^tt. 
In Soonda^ farmers, who are not Brahmins, imfess ^beir farms be hujfe, 
work the whole with their own families ; but such men inust hire servants 
or keep Slaves. Men Slaves receive yearly, an allowance of rice,, clothes^ 
and money, equal to £2..8..7i., women, Ss, Id, In Bidoebavu» theve 
are very few hired servants but a good many Slaves, by whom, on the 
farms of the Brahmins, all the ploughing is performed^" (HmcAomm, 
vol. ii. p. 495 ; vol. iii. p. 35, 100, 106, 148, 243, & 280.) . Abbe wj 
Bois. states *' in truth the Pariahs of India are not to be eonf&dersd.in 
any other light than as the Born Slaves of the other tribes." 

NCMBBRS. 

Abbb du Bois s^s " that the PaHaki compose one-fifth of the po- 
pulation, froin 20 to 22 millions. In one district of Malabar, out of a 
pOfnkijtioa of 95,499, there are 16,574 Slaves. In Khe^akum-Bvram 
IQhadiAXUM-Buram, and Poraway there are 4,765. In ^anamore and 
Chbrical there are 4600 daves.'* r'AfcAMaii, voL ii. p. 3, 485, 5e.} 

Price and Treatment. 
At Manupukum, a Slave when thirty years old costs above 100 fanams, 
or £2 .. 14 .. 7, with a wife he costs double i childrensell at, from 15 to 40 1»- 
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street where the Brahmins live — ^it wouM l>6 
pollution to tofich them even with the end of t 
long pole/ They are the absolute property of 

namsy or from 8«. 2id, to 2U, lOd. in Cubumbara Nada, male S^iraf i»ll 
at from twenty to nxty old yir-saya fanams, or from 9s, ^d, to 28*. M; 
WOMEN sell at only one halv of this low price. A male Slave lets at four 
fanams a year, and a woman at half as much ; the persons who have theniy 
providing for their maintenance." f Buchanan, vol. ii. p. 406, 407, 495.) 

A working Slave, gets daily three tenths of a poray of rough rice, or 
abont 36i bushels a year. He also gets annually one fanam for oil, and H 
fanam for cloth, which is just sufficient to wrap round his waist. If he be 
active he gets cloth worth two fanams; and at harvest time from five to six 
porays of rough rice. Old people and childreii get from one to tw^tkir^t 
pf the above allowance, according to the work they can peribrm.. In 
North Malabab, th^ yearly allowance fixed for a Slave is, of rough rice, 
to able-bodied men, 148) cubical inches ; to able bodied women 103l $ to old 
persons and children 74}. The average will be 18 4-lOths, bushels of 
which ONE HALF is husks. |n Soonda, men Slaves receive yearly, an «l> 
lowance of rice, clothes, and money, equal to j^2..8..7i, the women, 
ii, U. (Buchanan, vol. ii. p. 406, 407, 491, & 243.) The subsistence of 
the free labourers is even more scanty and miserable. ** Attba<;ted Bar 
THE STENCH OF A BoTTEN CABCASE," says the Abbe du Bois, " they fly 
in crowds to dispute the infectious carrion with the dogs, the raveiM, 
and other beasts of prey. They shabb tub nuss OF, coBBCFTiOtt and 

BETIBE TO THEIB DENS TO DBVOUB IT, WITHOUT. ricC, seaSOmUg, Or BOJ 

other accompaniment. Little do they care of what the animal may have 
died, for they make no scruple to poison secretly their neighbourV oztn 
and cows, to provide a savage repast for their ravenous appetites. To th|s 
horrible food mat be attbibuted many of the conta^pous diseases whick 
prevaO constantly in their habitations." 

We have noticed tbe food and labour of Indian Slaves. l«et ok for 
a moment consider the manner in which their masters,—'' THE PEASANTi 
OF Bengal,*; treat them, and the light in which they view them. *' When 
a man's stock of cows is large," says Buchanan, " they are kept with the 
labouring cattle, ir house built at some distance from the abode of 
freemen, in a place where the Slaves are permitted to dwell, when the 
crop is not on the ground; Jor these poor creatures are considered as 
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their DBVARU or lord, they are bot attached to 
the soil, but transferred in any manner their 

TOO IMPURE, to be permitted to approach the house of their Devaru, or 
lord." (IBMchmmm, vol. ill p. 380.) 

Penant in his view of Hindostan, inforifis us that at the death of a per- 
son of rank. " If he happens to be an Upper Hill person of commoa 
rank, the head of one of his Slaves is cut off and burnt with him. If the 
Upper Hill person is of high rank, a large body of his Slaves rush from 
the hills, seize a Hindoo, and cut off his head ; and burn it with their 
chieftain." (Tenant, vol. ii. p. 369.) 

Mills in his History of Hindostan, tells us that ** the business of the 
Sudras, is servile labomr, and their degradation is inhuman. Not only is the 
MOST ABJECT and grovelling submission imposed upon them as a religious 
DUTY, but they are driven from their just and equal share in the social 
institution. Even their persons and labour is not free : a man of the 
servile casie^ whether bought, or unbought, a Brahmin may compell to 
perforin servile duty ; he may seize without hesitation, the goods of hb 
Sudra Slave, for as that Slave can have no property ; his master may 
take his goods, nor let him give spiritual instruction to such a man. 
He whb INSTRUCTS a servile man in the mode of expiating sin, sinks with 
that very man into the hell, named Afamvritay (MilWs British 
India, vol. i. p. 167, 168, 169, &c.) 

*' The Pariahs,** says Abbe ou Bois," are exceedingly addicted to in- 
temperance : the liquor which they most enjoy is the juice of the palm. 
Their ihtemperance not only leads to frequent quarrels among them, 
but leads to the cruel treatment of their wives. In that condition they 
often fall upon their. Slaves, even when in a state of pregnancy, ".and to 
this Wbarous treatment, may be attributed the greater liability of the 
Pariah women to abortion, than takes place among the Castes. . 

** If a Soudah read the Bedes to either of the other three Castes, or listen 
to tiiem, heated oil, wax, and melted tin, shall be poured into his ears, 
and the orifice stopped up. If any person steal a man of inferior caste, 
he shall be fined one thousand jnms of cowries (about 32s,). U a man 
in time of war, steal a horse, or an elephant, the magistrate shall deprive 
him of life. If he steal either of these animals, in time of peace, the ma- 
gistrate shall cut off from him one hand and one foot *.*' 

* Speech, Mr. Robertson, House of Comroon8,\May 22, 1823. 
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master thinks fit. The value of a male* slave is 
£2.. 14.. 7, women from 9s. 6d. to 28^.^ chil- 
drenifrom Ss.2^. to 21^. lOd. each. The value 
of their annual allowance of food is, to niale 
Slaves, jff2..8..7^^— females, 8*. Id. In fact 
the Slaves are very severely treated ; and their 
diminutive stature and squalid appearance, shew 
evidently a want of nourishment There can be 
no Qomparison between their condition and 
that of the Slaves in /A^- West India Colonies. 
The degradation of the Sudras or servile cast, 
is inhuman — a^Sudra can have no property, a:nd 
he who instructs a servile man in the mode of 
expiating sin, sinks with that very man into the 
hell jaamed Asamvrita. ^The hired labourers 
are soarcely in a better states and are subjected 
to the lash at the pleasure of the master, while 
they labour almost night and day for 2(/. for the 
twenty-four hours." In Ganamore and Cheri- 
CAL, the Panicars (dr hired men) are frequently 
flogged ; and as their masters are not boiiild to 
provide for them in old age, or during famine,' 
they seem to be in a worse condition thanth^ 
Slavey. They work from morning till noon^ 
when they, are allowed an hour for breakfast; 
then they work until evening, and all night ^ey 
watch the. crop.'' There is nothing in the West 
Indies to be compared to this; and after a per- 
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«6al of these undeniable facts^ inhere it i« aidk^ 
e4 is the fcMmdatioii §m that daring assterttdn 
made b^^ Mr; Cropper and others^ ^ t^at thi) 
Opening of the East India trade^ (that is eqcuh* 
lissing the duties on Sogar^) is the trial of a great 
e^peiiment^ that of a free competition of the 
products of the East by frbb mbn^ and those ot 
ike West by Slaves ;* or where the room fo* 
tiiirt calumniotts fiibrication and eriwitial charge 
made by Mr. Clarkson in these words; ^The 
East Indian market is open to us^ and we pre* 
fer Sugar that is not STAiNsn wrra Bisoon *f arid 
where it is asked is the room for that presump^ 
tuous and false statement put fbrwasrd^ ihat^ 
tibere are no Slaves in India-^when it iir notori- 
ous to the world} as Mr. Mills justly observes^ 
tiiat ^ the lower classes in India are blavm w 
si^AVJsa !" The bare ipm dixit of Mr. Clauk^ 
SON and his coac^utors^ the wanton murderers 
of i3rttth> cannot ^invalidate notorious £3LCts> AOr 
blot out from the pages of history^ the records 
of ages. The history of India, and the state of 
the population of India for the last two ceutu-* 
ries at leasts can be read and can be known with^ 
01^ having recourse to fable and misrepreseuta- 
tion; and if the system by which Great Britain 
has so long been, and yet is, supplied with Stt* 

• CUrkflon's " rh(Mght$r page 5«. 
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gar ^ siaias it with blocid^'' then it is evident that 
fiir ereiy auch spot or staiathatis fixed on West 
Indilt Sogar^ there mist bb rm, and these ten-* 
fjlAd deeper stains <m the Sogar^ Rice^ and Indigo^ 
produced in the East Indies^ whether produced 
by thb labour of freemen or Slaves. Such ap^ 
peals to passion^ shew a complete want of argu- 
m^Eit, and recoil upon the heads of those who 
make them. To the reflecting mind they are 
^npty sounds which convey no more truth or 
meaning than the ridiculous threat held out by 
Mr* Clarkson in the name of the people of Great 
Britain^ against the West India Colonies, that 
if they refuse to do what Mr. Clarkson requires, 
the people of Great Britain and himself-—^ ws 
WILL NOT BUY suoAK AT Aix*.'' Of this there is 
no danger. Only let Mr. Cropper or Mr. W. 
Smith import it, and it will be generally re- 
commended, readily bought, and eagerly swal- 
lowed without much inquiry or compunction, 
where or how produced — ^^wb* ^aridng ncr 
questions for conscience sake." 

It is considered unnecessary to adduce fur- 
ther authorities upon these heads. It has I con- 
ceive been satisfactorily shewn, that there are 
fi^vte in India ; that the system of Slavery 
ikcre esteblidiedis the most grovelling that can 

* ChirkMt*B *' TAougkis^" page 5$. 
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possibly belaud such, as' is directly contrary to 
btwa enacted under, the immediate sanction of 
Heaven; and further ithas been shewn^ tliat tiie 
freemen in India are in a much more degraded, 
and helpless, and miserable condition in point 
of food, clothing, lodging, knowledge, labour, 
and religious instruction, than any Slave in the 
West India Colonieis. It has also been shewn, 
that India does not produce Sugar to supply 
even the markets of the East, nay of her own, 
instead of supplying also the market of tiiis 
country and of civilized Europe. . It has been 
shewn that in price it is greatly superior y and 
in quality, it is greatly inferior to the Sugar 
produced in every Foreign Colony; and the very 
&ct.that this is the case, is a conclusive proof 
dmi the population of India are greatly behind 
tihte population of other countries in civilization 
and knowledge.; otherwise, with the same* cli- 
mate, and, as they say, the better soil and* ex- 
ceeding cheap labour, which they possess, they 
would as easily beat other countries (in point 
of quality and price,) as the manufacturers of 
Great Britain by their superior knowledge and 
intelligence, surpass all the manufacturers of the 
world in their own markets, with manufactures 
produced from their own raw materials, manu- 
factured by British capital, and ingenuity, and 
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ei^ported by.. British enterprize sMid p^aeyer- 
ance. 

,' So strong is the current of the fre^;ttade;.apd 
free labour mania^ that it threatens to sweep 
every thing before it, disregarding fiicts> and 
reckless, of the results. Mr. Clarkson goes so 
far as to say that the mere equalizing of the 
duty on East India Sugar produced by freemen, 
^ would, without, striking any further blow, oc- 
casion death to the execrable Slave trade in evekv 
FABT of the world; because these foreigners, who ' 
should continue Slavery, no longer able to.com- 
pete in the markets with those who should em- 
ploy freemen, must abandon the Slave trade 
altogether*." Why, what frothy foolery and 
declamation is this? Yet it is echoed by a 
hundred pens and ten thousand tcmgues, in the 
&ce of the evidence of their own senses, and of 
every letter, invoice, and importation, which they 
receive from every comer of the earth. 
. Let it be allowed for. the .sake of argument, 
tiiat East India Sugar is produced by freemen 
What then ? Is it not a feet notorious, to every 
one, but the most prejudiced or the. most. ig- 
norant, that the access :to the markets of the. 
whole world, either direct, or through . Great 
Britain, is open to the produce of Indi% and of 

. :*Claitooft*s :*? Thoughts*' page 56. " - 
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eveiy country in the £ast> where it is raised by 
the labour of freemen, aiid this not only for tiia 
tttkle of Sii^ar^ but also for Cotton, Indigo, 
Coifee, &c., &0,, and yet the importers of these 
articles are beat out of every market of Asia, 
Europe, Africa, and America, by all these arti-^ 
eles of a superior quality, raised in European 
Colonies, and the American States, wholly and 
entirely by the labour of Slaves. The subjects of 
these States meet the British merchant in every 
quarter, and paralyse and destroy all his opera- 
tions ; nor could any equalization of duty on our 
part, or any measure which we can take, prevent 
it. Mr. Clarkson may chuse to shut kis eyes to 
^Me glaring foots, but he cannot force o^r 
people to do so, and woe to this country if ever 
her statesm^i should shut their eyes to facts 
w^ich he who runs may read, and the clerk who 
was but yesterday put to a mercantile writing 
desk, may see and understand in a moment. 
Surely Mr. Cropper must know that the Sugar^ 
Goiee> and Indigo of Brazils, Cuba,, and South 
America, and the Cotton of the United States, 
overpower the productions of his free Indian 
labourers, not only in the market of Great Bri* 
tain^ but in. every other. Mr. Clarkson, Mr, 
Oropper> and the Reviewer, must admit tiisat all 
fliese productions: are raised by the labour of 

SUlVBS. 
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iThete is no axiom more obvious and self evi-* 
dent than this^ namely^ that in proportion as Mfre 
oppress and distress our West India Colonies^ 
we raise in importance^ value and resources, the 
Colonies of other maritime and rival poweris. 
The experience of many years has made this fact 
very obvious, and the now sought equalization 
of duty on India Sugar, or in other words, the 
abrogation of the .principle of protection to 
our own capital and agriculture^ (for that is 
the ultimate, the r6al aim in view) ovef the 
capital and agriculture of Foreign powers, will 
only tend to perpetuate and spread, as it has 
already tended to perpetuate and spread Sla- 
very and the Slave trade in various countries 
on earth ; and more especially in India> where 
these abundant and deep rooted plants only 
want impulse and prospect of gain> to cover 
all the land with misery more deep, hardships 
more severe, and" degradation'^ more *^ inhu- 
man than what at present every where pre- 
vails.'' 

Truth is become a rare commodity in the la- 
bours of speculative writers. Every thing must 
be done for stage effect and show : — every thing 
must be done to " bite, strike, and cuf — ^to 
^mahe the impression strong/^ as an Edinburgh 
periodical critic would pronounce it; no matteit 
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how ^eat the falsehood and daring tke fie* 
^ They, the East India Company,'* says Mr* 
Clarkson, " have been a blessing to the native^^ 
with whom they have been concerned. They 
dispel the clouds of ignorance, superstition, and 
idolatry, and carry with them civilization and 
liberty wherever they go *.'^ The climax of hu- 
inan impudence cannot exceed this- and Mr. 
Clarkson must consider all the population of 
Britain to be as besotted and enslaved as an In- 
dian Pariah, before he can imagine that any one 
would give credit^ even for a moment, to what 
he here states; What, let me ask Mr. Clarkso% 
are ^ ignorance^ idolatry y and superstition^^ if 
these do not prevail in India ; and what are ^ ci* 
vilization and liberty^ if these prevail and are 
taught there. India is governed by commercial 
interests, to which all political power and rights 
are subsement, vested in a body of men 20,000 
miles distant from her, whose mandates in India 
nonis dare question, none dare dispute ,• and who 
govern, and must govern, with an arm as firm, 
and a scfeptre as despotic, as was exercised or 
wielded by Napoleon in the arrogance and the 
plenitude of*his power. In addition to all their 
other known despotic laws, it was only the other 
day that a regulation and order was issued, for 
bidding, under the penalty of banishment from 

• Clarkson'g " Thoughts^* page 57. 
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Hittdostan, every person who might publicly at- 
tempt to examine or blame the conduct or pro- 
ceedings of the Company's Government in any 
manner whatever *. And will Mr- Glarkson tell 
us this is liberty, or that liberty dwells, or can 
dwell, under such despotic dominion. 

With regard to the ktiowledge which prevails 
in India, where, it is asked of Mr* Glarkson, on 
the face of the earth amongst any portion of the 
human rade shall we find ^ idolatry, ignorance and 
superstition^ darker, stronger, and more op- 
posed to Ihe revealed will of Heaven than theirs? 
How many stocks and stones under the deno- 
minatiou of Deitiies with hundreds of arms and 
heads each, do they worship? — ^They adore the 
river and the brute — ^the Ganges and the cow — 
at their shrines they offer worship and ^ the glory 
and the praise ^ that is due only to JehoVah, they 

* By a positire law dated and published at Calcutta, April 5th, 1823, 
there were prohibited publication of " Obsenrations or statcvnents touch- 
ing the character, constitution, measures' or orders of th^ Directors, &c 
connected with the Oovemment of India, or the character, constitution, 
neasaras or orders of the Indian GoTeniDienta*-to excite resistance to 
their, orders, or to weaken their authority. Discussions hating a 

TENDENCY TO CREATE ALARjtf OR SUSPICION AMONG THE NATIVE POPULA- 
TION, or of any intended official interference with their religious opinions 
—insulting remarks on their p^uliar usages and modes of thinking on 
religious subjects — publications tending to disturb the peace, harmony, 
and good order of society, &c. 4c."— And on 30th March, Sir F. Mac- 
NAUGHTON in the supreme court declared " The Government and a free 
press are incompatible, and cannot stand together. The introduction of 
liberty into India would be worse than the most odious tyranny." 

i2 
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pre ^ to gratien images.^ They make Slav^i^ 
of each other--=-the parent of the child * — ^brother 
of brother^ the sister is sold for the purpose eC 
prostitution^ they expose their infants and their 
aged to die by the savage beasts af the jungle and 
the waters of the Ganges — ^they bum their widows 
by expreds laws^ and by permission of British 
magistrates^, upon the fiineral piles^ of their 
bosbands; andbelow the bloody wheels of their 
god Juggernaut^ they crush to death and wade 
through the blood of the yictimij — ^to crimes. 
Mr. Clarkson must know^ or he knows little that 
be should know^ that this is ^ idolatry^ ignorance 
and superstition^" against which the severest venr* 
geance was denounced and inflicted by the arm 
ofOmnipotence upon his chosen people. It is be- 
sides perfectly notorious that at this moment the 
most express laws are in operation over all India 
enacted by the East India Company,, protecting^ 
and commanding all their officers to protect the 
natives in the free exercise of these their cus- 
toms and religion, and even prohibiting Euro- 
peans from interfering or meddling with them ta 
point out their error. 

i am not canvassing the conduct of the East 

* The author of a work entitled Fifteen Years residence, in India, 
states the class called Paliars to be slaves, and informs us that & man of« 
fered po sell his own son as a slave, which was according to the law ahu 

CUSTOM OF THE COUNTRY. (P. 1830 
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ladia Company^ or saying that in what they do 
they do wrong. I am perfectly aware that India 
if to be governed by Europeans^ can only be go- 
verned by the firm arm of oriental despotism^ and 
also that whenever the population of India shall 
shake oflFthe fetters of that ^ignoranee, supersti- 
tion and idolatry,^ which has ground them to the 
dust through a long lapse of ages^ and rendered 
them the easy prey of every invader, from that 
moment they will shake off Ewope^n chains, and, 
jabove all, thfe fetters imposed npofk thejn by the 
JSast India Company. In what I have brought 
/orward, my object is merely to state facts, and 
with them to meet the daring, but ras}i and injudi- 
cious comparisons, which ignorance, presump- 
tion and prejudice, attempt to draw against our 
yVe^j: India Colonies; and when Mr. Clarksan 
or the Critic can shew me either political tyranny, 
,r^ ignorance, idolatry and superstition'' in the 
West J[ndie$ worse tha^r— I will even say equal 
to, or in any degree resembling the system which 
in all these things is established, rooted and sup- 
ported in the East Indies, 1 may thfsn be induced 
to notice, or dwell longer upon this part of the 
subject 

Equally remarkable, and of a piece with the 
preceding, but taking a more daring flight, is 
jthe continued cry, that by tolerating Slavery the 
pation has committed^ is committing, a great 
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moral crime in the eyes of heaven, and that all 
our misfortunes arise and proceed from that 
cause. Is not this the doctrine of Mr. Clarkson, 
^ Take away," says he, ^ from the planters the 
USE AND PRACTICE OF Slavery, and the hour of 
their prosperity would be begun. Can we doubt 
that PROvroENCE would then bless their endea- 
vours, and that deliverance fcom their diflSculties 
would be their portion in the end ! " At leisure, 
friend Clarkson. If the planters are guilty, this 
country which supported and encouraged them 
in their present pursuits is not innocent. If they 
commit a moral crime by holding Slaves, the 
power which made it legal in them to do so has 
committed one far greater. Above one hun- 
dred and fifty years have passed away since Great 
Britain established her present colonial system. 
Does Mr. Clarkson mean to say that all our na- 
tional reverses within that period have proceeded 
ifrom the commission of the crime of buying and 
holding Slaves? If so, what will he say to that 
national presumption, which during all that pe- 
riod has so often and so justly oflFered up to the 
Most High the national gratitude, and thanks, 
and praise, for the great national benefits and 
blessings she had received and enjoyed ; when, 
if we are to believe Mr. Clarkson's authority, the 
nation was systematically opposing his word 
and violating HIS law? 
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Pamphlet of Mr, Clarksan.-^Unfaunded and grievaua 
Calumnies. — Their Falsehood exposed. — Statement 
of ClarksoH and others^ that to hold or to own 
Slaves constitutes a Crime in the Eyes of Heaven. 
r-Examined and refuted from both the Old and New 
Testqm£nt. — Slaves in our Colonies asserted to have 
been obtained by Violence^ ** stolen/' and consequent- 
ly Title to them illegal. — The Trade in which they 
were obtained, shewn to have been formerly legal, 
both by the Laws of this Country OKid of Africa. 
— Origin of Slavery. — Laws and Practice of the 
Jews concerning it. — Prisoners of War sold as 
Slaves. — Great Extent and long Standing of the 
trade in Africa. — Europeans found the Trade — did 
not create it. — Proofs from Report Committee of 
Privy Council, 1789, and from, variom Authorities^ 
to shew the Legality of the Trade. — Its Prevalence 
in Africa, — Who are made Slaves there. — Criminalsj^ 
Debtors, and Prisoners of War. — Cruelty of the 
African Princes. — Kill or sacrifice the Prisoners 
they cannot sell. — Mr. Clarkson's false Statements 
on these Points refuted, 4*c. ifc. 

In No. 77, the Reviewer returns to his sub. 
ject of attacking the West ludia Colonies^ and 
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for this purpose he confines himself almost en- 
tirely to extracts from Mr.Clarkson^s ^Thoughts ^ 
a publication among the best which the Critic 
seems to have met with, as isxceeding in direct 
malevolence and reckless declamation, any 
thing that the Reviewer cQuld of himself pro- 
duce. On this account I shall, in noticing this 
publication, and others of a similar nature, pass 
from the Review, and stick to the originals, par- 
ticularly as there are some passages in them 
which are evidently too strong for the Review- 
er's nerves, and too bold and dariuj^ for even 
his inventive powers to dwell on. 

Of this ptiblicatipn of Jilr. Clarkson it may be 
said, that never before were so many misrepre- 
sentations and deviations from truth collected 
into the bounds of fifty-seven octavo pages. 
These are harsh words, but they are true, as 
the extracts my time and limits permit me tq 
notice, will abundantly prove. 

Mr. Clarkson cannot expect that his simple 
a^rmation is to supercede all inquiry and all 
authority, and turn the course of events into 
such channels as he may chuse. A short example 
of our author's manner, and our author's con- 
sistency and veracity, may at the outset and at 
once, gave the reader a correct idea of the spi- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



121 

rit and the object of the work. In page 48^ he says^ 
4^ a Negro, if he worked for himself could do 
dfmble work. It is surprising to find how little 
a West Indian Slave really does, when he 
works for his master. He appears to work, 
without actually working ; he (page 49) does 
for himself in one day more than a third of what 
he does for his master in six — ^he works more 
than three times harder when he works for him^ 
self, than when he works for his master.'' Yet 
with these facts acknowledged, the burden of 
his work is to shew the cruelty and severity with 
which they are worked and treated, which in page 
53 he sums up thus:-*--*^^ Slavery indeed has no 
compassion, and it is one of its characteristics 
never to think of sparing the sinews of the 
wretched creature called a Slave." Surely Mr. 
Clarkson did not write his book for those who 
think, or who compare one page with another, or 
he would never have penned the preceding sen- 
tences, and still less the following audaciousya&e- 
hood, more bitter and aggravated than any thing 
that ever disgraced the British press, amongst 
the numerous glaring abominations that tarnish 
and degrade its character : — ^^ Slaves must do, 
and ihBiinstantaneotisly, whatever their master 
orders them to do whether it be right or wrong. 
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His will^ and his will alone^ is iheir law. If the 
wife of a Slave were ordered by her master to 
submit herself to his lusts, or her husband were 
ordered to steal for him^ neither the one nor the 
pther would dare to disobey his commands* 
The wbip> the shackles^ the dungeon^^ says 
Mr. Stbel^ . ^ are at all times in his power^ 
whether to gratify his lust^ or display his 
authority*.'' This may be the condition of 
Mr. Glarkson^s and Mr. Cropper's Bondmen, 
(there ore Slaves who are not known by the 
name^) but that it is^ ever was^ or ever .can be 
the state of the British West India Slaves^ is 
false — ^it is false^ I repeat it^ and that it is so 
Mr. Clarkson does^ or migkt know. 

After this specimen of Mr. Clarkson's hardi- 
hood^ and of Mr. Clarkson as an authority^ the 
reader will scarcely feel surprise at any thing he 
may assert^ nor pay respect, or give credit to 
what he may advance on this subject 

There is an assurance and confidence about 
Mr. Clarkson which astonishes but cannot con- 
vince. ^ There is not,'' says he, " one English 
law, which gives a man a right to deprive of 
liberty any of his fellow creatures f.^ ^ The 

• Claxkaon's*' Thoughts;* ^Hge 9, 
t Ibid, page 12, ' 
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West India Colonists,^ says he, * have no title 
to their Slaves on the ground of original grants^ 
or permissions of Governments, or of Acts of 
Paruawent, or of Charters, or of Engiisk law. 
Therje is not an individual who holds any of the 
Slaves by a legal title*.'* It wonld be a waste 
of time and words to argue against such delir- 
ious averments as these. The records and daily 
practice of our courts of justice, from the high- 
est to the lowest of them, which act on British 
law and should know it, establish the reverse ; 
and really it exceeds any thing ever before ven- 
tured^ upon by any man professing to be a 
British subject, to tell the British nation that for 
two hundred years her courts of justice have been 
acting in direct violation of the laws of the land t* 
^ I contend,^ says Mr. Clarkson, ^ that there 
can be, according to 'the Gospel dispensation^ 
no such state as West India Slavery J.'' Why 
West India Slavery more than East India Sla- 
very, or any other Slavery? Is the Slave, if a 
worshipper of Juggernaut, mbre legally held 
than those under Christian masters ? But this 
miserable quibble and subterfuge does not avail 

• ClarksDn'fli " Thmtghu;* pages 10 & 11. 
t This point will be mose fully- considered in tlie sequel^ when it wil 
be shewn how the laws of England stand as to this point* 
X Clarkson's *' Thoughts;' pages d & 10. 
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Itn Glarkson in this instance. He has not aqd 
cainnot shew that West India Slavery is worse, or 
different from that maintained under the Gospel 
dispensation. In page 8, he informs us that it is 
by Roman, not English law, that we hold Slaves. 
There are many of our laws derived from and 
founded upon the Roman law; and it would not 
be difficult to shew Mr. Glarkson that those Ror 
mnn laws;^ constituting Slaves legal property, 
formed the guides of courts of justice for geper?iT 
tions under the Gospel dispensation. 

But as this is an important point, and as if it 
can be made out that the master has no legal title 
to his Slave under the Gospel dispensation, conir 
pensatian is not due, and ought not to be exr 
pected, far less demanded ; (which^ is the great 
point Mr. Glarkson and others of his coadjutors 
tae driving at, though tlvdy dare not openly say 
so,) it is necessary to dwell more particularly 
upon it. This doctrine of Mr. Clarkson^s struck 
even the unrighteousness of the Reviewer dumb> 
for he has not dared to notice it. As the New 
Testament and the Old are inseparably connecr 
ted, it is proper that Mr. Glarkson should consult 
both, in order to see that a master may hold 
Slaves, or be entitled to hold them, and be a 
faithful and sincere worshipper and servant of 
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his God ; two points which Mr. Glarkson aud 
those who think with him deny^ and consider to 
be impossible.* 

If^ as Mr, Clarkson £iays> to hold Slaves 
is contrary to the Gospel dispensation — if, in 
the words of the Scribe of the London Abo^ 
lition Society^ it is ^ inhuman^ criminal^ at birect 
variance with the will of thb Supreme Authoh 
OF THE Univbrse,'' then, the translators of our 
Bibles most have imposed upon the world all those 
passages where it is recorded, that Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, possessed andheldBond men— <- 
Slaves. But more especially they must have falsi-^ 
fied the following : — Lev. c. 25,.v. 24 ^ Bath thy 
Bond men and thy Bond maids which thou shalt 
have, shall be of the heathen round about you, 
af them shall ye buy Bond men and Bond maids.? 
Verse 45. ^ Moreover of the Children of stran- 
gers that do sojourn among you, of them shall 

* The case of tbe Roman Centurion (Matthew yC»%f v. 5 — 13 J is a 
besatifttl illustration of this truth. When he solicited the Dirine inter"- 
fereno^ of the Saviour of the world to cuiie hjts Servant — hia Siave ; the 
Redeemer did not meet him by questioning his right to his ** Servant" 
nor \tit3i upbraiding accusation becande he wm fh6] master of a Slave. 
Ob die contrary he readily performed the cure solicited of hin^ with such 
futhy and such humility', and not only so, but, addressing the surrounding 
multitude, he added the highest and Hrongest testimony to the Centurion's 
character,. in these woid3, ^* Verifyyisay unto you, I have not found ^ 
great faith f no, not in Israel.** Mr. Clarkson, and others of our invc^ 
terate Colonial enemies, would do well to read and to remember this pas- 
sage of the sacred writings. 
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ye buy, and of their families which are with you> 
which they beget in your land, and they shaJl be 
your possession, and ye shall take them as an 
inheritance for your children after you, to in- 
nerit Ihem for a possessiota> and they shall be 

¥OUR BOMB MEK IPOR £V£E.'' 

l^hese texts require no comment, and till Mr* 
Glarjecson and his presumptuous coac|}utor can 
prove that such passages are not in the Bifole> 
that Moses, the great Jewish law giver, did not 
act by and under the authority of the Almighty, 
and that " moral ^ guilt is in sight of God, 
different now from what it was then, he must con- 
fess and admit, thkt personal Slavery is not 
^^ at direct variance with the will of the Supreme 
Author of the Universe}'' and, consequently, 
that neither individually nor nationally, does the 
possession of Slaves, constitute in his sight, 
mcral guilt. 

Nor does the case, as it might be allowed to 
do, rest here. Every one, in the s^lightest de- 
gree acquainted with history, knows that when 
Christianity was first introduced into the world, 
half the human race, but more especially in 
the Roman Empire, then comprehending what 
was accounted the civilized world, were Slaves^ 
and in a state of bondage more severe than that 
^t present existing in any British Colony. This 
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state of personal Slavery continued for matiy 
centuries amongst all the nations that embraced 
Christianity, in Asia, Africa, and iBurope. It 
yet continues to exist amongst some of them> 
and was but lately, as in Poland, exercised by 
the master ^ without responsibility,^ the nobles 
possessing the power to put their Slaves to 
death without being called to account for it, by 
any law or power in the state, till Catherine 
the IL broke to pieces that power on the part of 
Poland, annexed to Russia ; and only since 1815, 
it has been taken away in the parts annexed to 
Austria and Prussia. Slavery at this moinent 
exists to a great extent in the United States of 
America — to a great extent in our Indian Em- 
pire, is universal in Africa, and prevails in 
almost every country and comer of Asia. In 
all these countries and through every age, a 
Slave was always accounted and held as legal 
property ; and really it is something strange, if 
the myriads of mankind that have lived through 
the roll of 3,000 years, under every creed and 
under every form of Government, should hav6 
been continuing to hold what no law en- 
titled them to hold, till JMr. Clarkson came to 
open their eyes to truth and justice. In no part 
of the New Testament is the master's right to 
his Slave, either questioned or disputed. On 
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tiie Go^tJ^ary^ the most solemn and reiterated 
admonitions^ nay injunctions are given to obedi- 
ence, and fidelity, as is particularly exemplified 
in the case of Philemon. Indeed^ throughout 
all his works^ the great Apostle of the Gentiles, 
presses the point upon every Christian^ and 
points out in an impressive manner the duties 
both of master and servant, or as the latter word 
used in the original Greek means. Bondman 
or Slave. In this manner all the Apostles acted 
and taught — ^in this manner all the early teachers 
of Christianity acted and taught, and so through 
the ages succeeding, their successors have act- 
ed and taught* They have ever looked upon 
Slavery as a civil and political question, and 
amenable to, and removable solely by laws, the 
result of circumstances, not religious, but civil. 
There is a daring temerity about men like 
Mr« Clarkson, in their appeals to the Gospel^ 
which is most dangerous and reprehensible. It 
is perfectly evident that he inculcates and ad- 
vocates principles different from those taught by 
ihe Apostle Paul, that Apostle who of his doa- 
trine says most emphatically, ^ Do I seek to 
please men, I should not be the servant of Go4*'' 
(Gals. c. i. V. 10.) The words of the latter, 
particularly in his Epistle to Timothy, are so 
strong upon this subject, th&t they merit our 
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most serious attention. Let our Colonial agita- 
tors and enemies read them^ if they can, without 
trembling at their own rashness and boldness, 
and their own want of that faith and that spirit,, 
the deficiency of which they so mercilessly im- 
pute as a reproach to their neighbours. 

Ephes, c. vi. T. 5, 6, 8 and 9. — ** Senrants be obedient to them that are 
3roiir masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in single- 
ness of heart as unto Christ Not with eye servers as men lasers ; 
bat as the servants of Christ, doing the wUl of God from the heart. 
Knowing, that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he 
reeeive of the Lord, whether he be bond or f^. And ye masters do the 
same things unto them, forbearing threatenings : knowing that yoor 
master also is in heaven ; neither is there any respect of persons with 
him." 

Ut. Corin. c. vii. v. 21 , 22^—*' Art thou caUed, hei$tgt a servant ? care not 
for it ; but if thou mayest be made free use it rather. For he that is 
called in the Lord being a servant, is the Lord's free man, likewise also 
he that is eaUed being free, is Christ's servant" 

1st, Tknothjf, v. 1—6. — " Let as many servants as are under the yoke, 
eonnt their own masters worthy of all honour ; that the name of God 
and his doctrine be not blasphemed. And they that have believing mas- 
ters, let them not despise them, because they are brethren ; but rather 
do them service, because they are faitiiful and beloved, partakers of the 
benefits. Those things teach and exhort 1/ any man teach otherwise, 
and consent not to wholesome words, even the words ofener Lord Jesu$' 
Christy and to the doctrine which is according to godliness. He is 
proitd, knowing nothing, hut doting about questions, and trifles of words, 
whereof Cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, perverse dispuHngs 
^men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing thatgttin is 
godliness: from such withdraw thyself." 

Colos, c. ill. V. 22, and c. iv. v. 1.—" Servants obey in all things jupur 
masters aceording to the flesh, not with eye service, as men pleasers; 
but in ringleness of heart, fearing God.^Masters gire unto your servaaes 
. that which is just and equal ; knowing that ye also have a master in 
Heaven^" 
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ent unto their own masters, and to please them irell in all things ; not 
answering again ; not purloining but shewing all good fidelity ; that they 
may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. * Hieae things 
speak and exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise 
thee. Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powert, to 
obey magistrates, to be ready to every good' work. To speak evil of no 
man, to be no brawlers, but gentlc,8hewing all meekness unto all men." 

With all these facts before us, the doctrine of 
Mr. Clarkson cannot be assented to ; but if he 
or his colleagues, can shew in any part of the 
writings of the Apostles, one passage that states 
Slavery, or the possession of Slaves to be ^ at 
direct variance with the will of the Supreme 
Author of the Universe'' — the Author of Chris- 
tianity, and constituting in his sight ''moral 
guilt;" I, for one, shall cheerfully acknowledge 
my error, and lend my aid ^ come what come 
rhay^ to wipe out the stain, and that without 
a moment^s delay, from every country within the 
bounds of the British Empire. No equivocation 
—no quibbles or delays, like those of Mr. W. 
Smith or Mr. Clarkson, about gradual emanci- 
pation, or the sophistry that ^ immediate eman- 
cipation might be an injury, and not a blessing, 
to the Slaves themselves,*' or that ^ a period of 
preparation^ which unhappily included delay, 
to the Slaves themselves'' was necessary — ^no 
quibbling of this kind, I say, about preparation 
or delay — we ought not to keep them an hour. 
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Supreme Author of the Universe,'' and ^ contrary 
to the Gospel dispensation"; but then, to satisfy 
us of that being the case, we must see produced 
the word of the Author of the Universe^ and the 
command of the Gospel, and not the ipse dixit 
and assertion of Mr. Smith, Mr. Buxton, or Mr. 
Olarkson, or in fact, of any other person who 
take their views of the subject. 

Oh! but the iSlaves in our West India Go^ 
lonies are a different kind of Slaves, and stand 
in a different situation to any Slaves that 
ever were, or are in the world, say our Colonial 
opponents. ^ As to those in our Colonies, who 
are Africans,'' says Mr. Clarkson, ^ I never 
heard of any title to them but by the right of 
purchase. But it may be asked, ' where did the 
purchasers get them ? It will be answered, they 
got them from the sellers. And where did the 
sellers, that is, the original sellers, get them? 
They got them by fraud and violence. So says 
the evidence before the House of Commons*.^* 
^ The Slaves in our Colonies," says the Cham- 
pion of the African Institution, ^ were obtained 
not by lawful means, or under any colourable 
pretext, but by the most undisguised rapine, 

* Clarkson's " Thoughts** page 8. In page 138 sec that cridepcc. 
K 2 
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md the moat atrocious fraud ^.^ Mr. Buxton 
rchechoes the same cuckoo soiig> which is^ in 
^very part, contrary to truth. When Mr. 
Clarksou states, that the evidence before the 
House of Commons says, the African Slaves in 
our Colonies were obtained by open, criminal 
force and violence; he has stated what that evi- 
dence will not bear him out instating, and what 
every one, acquainted with African affairs, 
knows to be contrary to the &ct. 

Before^ however, entering more particularly 
into this part of the sul^ject, it is necessary 
to notice Mn Clarkson^s preparatory reasoning, 
who cannot meet any subject fairly, but en- 
deavours, by fallacious declamation, and cases 
got up for the purpose, to withdraw the judg*^ 
ment from the fact. 

'" Suppose an English gontleinaii/' sayn Mr. Clarkson, ^^ to bf seised 
by nifi«D8 on the Banks of theThsmes, (and why not a gentleman, wbeA 
African Princes hare been so serted ?) and hurried away to a land (and 
A|gi«i9 ia anoh a land for Instanee) where white persons are held a9 
Slay^ Now, this gentleman has not been nsed to seyere labow; 
(nether hsis the African in his own eountry) and being, therefbce, unablo 
Oough he does his beat, to please his master, he is nmsed to Airthev ot- 
•rtion by the whip ;" and a great deal more about bad and aeanty food, 
111 treatment and cmelty to Us wife and dsnghtovsy (though ^eipMiao- 
mn had been carried away Miome) whiob Mr. Claikson declares to be, ■• 
II Iw W«t atrocious and uujuat, and s|«ailar to the way In which tbo 
Skvvi fit pfpcured for the West Indies. 

Now, Mr. Glarkson must really take the in- 

• Addnss hy AbolitiDn Sodety. 
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tellects of mankind to be lower than those of 
Hottentots^ if he cannot perceire that they wiQ 
see the two cases to be widely and totally dif-- 
ferent The gentleman carried away from the 
Banks of the Thames to Algiers^ would be car^ 
ried away into a state of Slavery^ contrary to the 
laws of that country from whence he was car«- 
ried away. If done by the State of Algiers^ or ra« 
tfaer by an Algerine^ without a public declar fttioB 
of war^ it would become an act of piracy, for 
which we could demand satisfaction; if done hf 
the Algerines after a declaration of war, then they 
made the man a Slave in conformity to the 
laws of war, and the African laws of war, and 
ihe laws of war of all nations of antiquity, which 
tboae barbarous states yet adhere to, and either 
he ar his nation must submit to pay his ransom 
or conquer and sabdue the Algerines, so as to 
compel them to brin^ their rules of war to the 
rules adopted by christian nations^ Hitherto 
tbt krtter nations have, ki general, adopted the 
preyious alteraatiye, till Lord Exmoxtth directed 
the British thunder to batter to pieces the bar- 
barous claim. But Mr. Ckrkson mwit aMow 
that the case would be very different, if the Al- 
gerines in conformity to their own laws^ and at 
peace with this country, came to it, and ou the 
banks of the Thanes^ purchased, under the es- 

K 3 
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tablished laws of this couoftry — sunder the au- 
thority of the Prince who either sacrificed his sub- 
jects by thousands to the manes of his ancestors^ 
or sold'them as Slaves; the supposed gentlemen^ 
or any other gentleman. This is the true bearing 
of the case as it regards 'Africa and the Slaves 
brought from thence to our West India Colo- 
nies. ^ He who stealeth a man and selleth him^ 
or^ if he be found in his hand, he (because I 
presume^ the man was the j9roperfy of another^) 
shall surely be put to death*,'' says the hiohbst 
AUTHORmr, that same authority which stated that 
the children of strangers might be boi^ht and 
held as Slaves. Mr. Glarkson indeed endea- 
vours at other times, to shew that all our Slaves 
were brought from Africa by fraud and violence; 
and at the time of the first agitation of the abo- 
lition question in 1792, he and others, brought 
forward narratives and affidavits from revenge-- 
ful seamen to establish the fact, but he cannot 
have forgotten, as the records of the Court of 
King's Bench will establish that those affidavits 
were the productions of gross andwilfrd perjury, 
tried, convicted, and punished as such.f 

* Esodu$, c. zxi. v. 16. 

By Act^ Geo. 11. cap. 31, sect. 20, a penalty of £ 100 was inciuved by 
any one convicted " of canying away the natives of Africa by fraud, 
force, or indirect practices.'* 

t See trial and conviction of Thomas Dowlihg for wilftil and corrupt 
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In looking back into the origin of personal 
Slaver3^ amoi^ the nations of antiquity, we per 
ceive that it arose from the rights of war and 
conquest The victor universally held it as his 
right to adopt the alternative of putting to death 
or enslaving the vanquished. This right was act- 
ed upon by the Jews, as we learn from the fate 
of Agag, hewn to pieces by command of Samuel, 
then the head of the people of Israel ; and by 
the fate of the Midianites, and also by the fate 
of the Ammonites, who were cut off by the orders 
of King David, amidst the most terrific severi- 
ties ; and we learn the exercise of the alterna- 
tive of the right, by thd fate of the conquered 
Jebusites, who were reduced " to be hewers of 
wood and drawers of water," that is to a servile 
state, by Joshua and the other leaders of the Is- 
raelites.* 

peijury, Court of King's Bench, Feb. 26th, 1793, before Lord Kenyon, in 
the case of Capt Kimber, who was accused, tried, and acquitted, of the 
charges brought against him. 

*The practice and laws of the Jews on this head as these are related 
in the old Testament, are so striking and remarkable, that they deserve 
our attention ; and as we consider these we shall perceive that the rights 
of Slavery, as established in our Colonies, are, in some important points, 
similar to those which were established and recognized amongst the 
Jews. X 

So severe were their war laws, (Deut. c. xx. v. 14 — c. xxi. v. 10, 11) 
that only the women and the children were saved. The rest were put to 
death ; and, in the war against the Midianites, even the male children, and 
the women who had known man, were put to death. Numb. cxxzLv. li. 
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Aipongst heathen QatiouB^ and amongst the 
more polished^ such as Greece^ Persia^ and 
Rome^ the consequences of conquest was always 

18, 35. Tliat the Slarea taken in war were sold to the highest bidder, it 
eztaremely probable; for, in the Midianitiah war, the 12,000 men who 
had made the campugn received 15,968 yiigins; and fhe rest of the 
Israelites, almost six hundred thousand, 15,680 ; Eleazar the high priest 
32 ; and the adult Levites, who amounted to more than eight thousand, 
^0. To divide the spoil, therefore, there must have been an auction or 
valuation. One class of Slaves (Gen. c. xviL v. 13) were, bom in the house, 
distii^g^hed ftt)m those *' bought with siher,'* It appears also, that 
parents, not fathers only^ but in certain cases mother's likewise, bad it 
in their power to seU their children.. Tbe debtor, and not merely the 
person of the debtor, but his wife and children were subjected to be 
seized and sold as Slaves to pay the creditor. (ExmI. c. xzii. v, 2. Nmham. 
c. V. V. 4, 5 ; 2 Kings, c. ziv. v. 1. Isaiah, c. 1. v. 1.) and sometimes tha 
debtor consigned his wife and children to Slavery for his debts, that he 
himself might go free. 

Slaves were acqmred by the issue of the marriage of Slaves, or rather 
of that sort of cohabitationbetween them which the Latins termed Con- 
tubemia; for, in the Roman law, that, and not cM^ugia, was the tenn 
applied to the marriages of Slaves ; and amongst the Hebrews, likewise, 
we find a remarkable distinction made between their marriages and those 
of free citizens. 

If a free-bom Hebrew, who sold himself for a Slave, had jnreviously i 

had a wife, this was in all respects a perfect marriage; and, after his six 
years of servitude were expired, her freedom was restored along with her i 

husband's, (Exod, c. ii, v. 3.) But if, during the continuance of his ser- i 

vitude, his master gave him a female Slave as a companion, this was only a | 

contubemhtm, and differed from a marriage in this essential circumstance, j 

that she still continued in Slavery after he had recovered his freedom in the 
seventh year, and consequentiy after the connection bad ceased. {Exod*c. 
xxi, V. 4. Hie children produced from such a contubemium were also 
Sbives; and, a /orfipn, it is obvious that the children of other servants 
of foreign descent were bom to Slavery. Such Slaves by birth were 
said to be bom in the house, (Gen. c. xiv. c. xvii. v. 23,) and termed sons 
of the house, (Gen. c. XV. v. 3^ or sons qfthe handmaid, (£sod. c. xxiii. 
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personal Slavery. Tke practices yet continued 
amongst varions Eastern nations^ and after the 
overthrow of the Roman empire^ the nations 
which over-ran it^ and from whom the nations of 

v. 12; Ptahnif IzzxYi. t. 16, uid czvi. v. 16.) Abraham had 318 of 
them, and whom he treated with such confidence as to pat arms in their 



That a man could sell himself as a Slare is evident from the passages 
just quoted $ for it is expressly stated, that if the free>bom Hebrew ser- 
rant, upon the expiring of the term of his servitude should say that he 
knred Ms wife and wished to remun, ** his master shaU bring him to the 
judge,", and, in his presence, to the door-post, '' bore his ear through 
with an awl, and he shall serve him for ever." {Bxod, c. xxi. v. 5, 6.) 

From these passages, also, it is evident that the children bom by a 
limale Slave, were Slaves, though the father was free. 

That the Jewish law decidedly recognised Slaves as property, is evi> 
dent from various passages. — Esod. c. xxL v. 32. Moses fixes the value 
of a male or female Slave, who might be gored to death by an ox, and 
which the owner of the latter had to pay, at 30 shektU, about 36s. of our 
money. And, in determining the value of the release of Slaves of the 
sanctuary, Moses values the child less than one month old at nothing — 
from a month old to the fifth year, the value of a boy was t^e^ and of a 
girl three skekels; from the 5th to the 20th year, a boy was worth 20 
and a girl 10 shekels; from the age of 20 to 60, males were valued at 50 
and females at 30 skekeis; and above 60, a male at 15 and a female at 
10 shekels. Upon conrideration it will be found that these valuations 
are formed upon the nicest calculations of mortality, and in reference 
to the usefulness of a Slave at the respective periods of life. 

Slaves might also hold Slaves, as in our Colonies. In 2 Samuel^ c. ix. 
V. 10. we find that Ziba, who was a Slave, had 20 Slaves. 

The Jews reduced the conquered nations whom they spared, to a state 
o( Slavery. Thus the Gibeomtes were made ** kewerst/'wood and drawem 
of water,'* {Joshua, c. ix. v. 27) — ^they were termed Nethinims (presenieti 
as gifts), and in (1 Kings, c. ix. v. 20,) we are told : " And all the people 
that were left of the Amonites, Hittites, Perezites, Ifivites,and Jebusites, 
which were not of the children of Israel, their chHdren that were left after 
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modem Europe sprang-^ continued the practice 
till the middle of the thirteenth century, when 
by the consent of Europe it was established as 
the law of nations, that prisoners of war should 
cease to be reduced to a state of personal Slavery. 
Other causes however, continued to produce Sla- 
very, such as various crimes, which were pu- 
nished by that degradation^ which extended to 
the person and to his posterity. 

Such were the causes, and such the origin, of 
personal Slavery amongst the nations of anti- 
quity, and that similar causes yet continue to 
produce it amongst the much ruder and more 
barbarous natives of Africa; every one at all 
acquainted with Africa, or the authors and tra- 
vellers who have written concerning that country, 
must know to be the fact, and consequently that 
the statements put forward by Mr. Clarkson 
and others, are totally at variance with truth. 
Slavery and a Slave trade existed in Africa 
frqm time immemorial — for many centuries be- 
fore Europeans visited the western coasts. It is 
the general law and practice in every African 
state, north of the Hottentot country. It is car- 
ried on as a right by all the governments in it. 



them in the Umd^ whom the children of Israel also were not able utterfy 
to destroy; upon those did Solomon levy a tribute of bond service unto 
this day." 
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upon precisely the same grounds as by both the 
barbarous and ciyilked nations of antiquity, 
namely^; the right of conquest over prisoners 
taken in war, and that, of inflicting punishment 
for crimes. Some partial and piratical excep- 
tions to this system are no doubt to be found, 
but these do not invalidate, the general rule; 
and ninety-nine times out of a hundred, the 
quarrels among the , African Princes and States 
originate in other causes, (as quarrels originate 
among other Princes and States,) than the mere 
desire of procuring Slaves, as is constantly as- 
serted by the abolitionists, and generally believed 
by those of the public who neither enquire nor 
think. 

1 might occupy a very large space with au- 
thorities, to prove that the Slaves in our West 
India Colonies were not procured by ^ fraud 
and violence" — ^ stolen^ — ^that is in violation 
of our laws, and the laws of the different African 
States, but the annexed condensed summary is 
conceived sufficient for the purpose of refuting 
the daring assertions and unfounded charges of 
Mr. Clarkson and his thoughtless coadjutors*. 

• SLAVE TRADE. 

Evidence Committee Privy Council. 

Part First, eyidence Mr. Peplett, — ^Kings, " break a village,'* that if 
seize the inhabitants when these are refractory and refase to pay tribute 
and if not ransomed, sell such as they seize for Slaves, but never without 
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Were the assertioDS of these gentlemen trne^ 
they would load the character of their country 
with crimes so deep^ and dreadful, and aggra* 

Bocb a eanac. Mr^ Tkmnat Eidrid.-^'^efpcofes reguUrij tried aad eoa- 
dmDned, for crimes such as adultery, are then sold for Slaves. Rev, Mr, 
Newton, — Convicts for theft, by law lose their liberty f ti:aded to Africa; 
several voyages. Mr, Norris, — Gold Coast Negroes sold into Slavery, for 
crimes of witchcraft, &c. Intercourse with Europeans rendered nativ«$ 
more civilized. Mr, Mills, — Inland from Gold Coast, inhabitants offer 
human sacrifices. Mr, Weares states same thing. Either Slaves of 
the person dying sacrificed, or some purchased for that object Mr. 
Norris, — ^Dahomey ; human sacrifices very frequent; has seen at the gates 
of the king's palace, two piles of heads like shot in an arsenal ; the pas- 
sages to it are strewed with the heads of those newlyput to death; and Ike 
roof of the palace decorated with a prodigious number ; number sacrificed 
exceeds 1000 annually. All children belong to the king, &c. When de- 
linquents and captives taken in war, cannot supply sacrifices, any person 
taken may be pitched upon. Captives taken in war, sold as Slaves oc 
put to death in Dahomey. In kingdom of Eyeo the same. Anniversary 
l^eral of the father or mother of the King of Dahomey, about 60 men 
or women sacrificed. Mr, Dahell states the same things. Mr, Penny, 
was present at the sacrifice of a young Slave to the auuies of the king in 
the DeUa of Benin. 

The people practice gross idolatry. Worship idols, lizards, snakes, &c. 

Contnoy to the fnndamental law of the country, that a porchaaed 
Slave should obtain his freedom. C«^, ^o/e.— Does not believe any wars 
are made on the sea-coast for the purpose of making Slaves. In the year 
1768, there was a very violent war, and the Slaves made in it were aH 
oHicr sold or massacfed, none renuiined in the covntey. Mr, Bamet,'^ 
Crimes not imputed to procure Slaves. According to the established 
laws justice is strictly administered in Africa. Knows no country where 
it is more strictly so. He never heard of any who had been kidnapped 
, by black traders. Africigi wars not destructive. Do not much diminiah 
the numbers of the people. Never heard thatwars were made for thepnr- 
pose of procuring Slaves, nor doeahe believe that such wars are practicable. 
Wars in Africa spring from the same causes as those carried on in Europe, 
there are also internal wars between chiefs and their great men. Slaves 
not purchased below 14 years of age. Made Slaves at that age on charge 
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rated^ that all her boasts of religion^ and diffu- 
sion of religious knowledge^ would not make 
atonement for them^ nor all the laurels she has 

of witchcraft, the panishment for which involres the whole family. JIfr. 
Wmdstra»»'^¥riace» of the country chiefly Slare dealers and sellers. All 
tnde is carried on by, and through thdr permission. At Senegal and Cknee^ 
SIatcs, principally sold, are women and children. Some expressed n^ 
concern about the loss of their liberty, but the greater number do, par- 
ticulariy the women. Mr, Dahympte^-^'Ewerj person who commits- any 
sort of crime, is sold for a Kave. Crimes that were formerly punished 
in another way, are now punished in this. The Africans rarely punish 
with death. Domestic Slarery is common in the conntry. Some of these 
are bom Slaves, and some become Slaves to the king. Mr. Poplett, — A 
fourth part of the Slaves are delinquents. Two-fourths* more are Slaves 
bom and bred in die country ; the other fourth part, he believes, are pri- 
soners of war. Slaves made to believe, by African priests, that wliite people 
kill and eat them. By tills falsehood, they keep those in Africa in 
better subjection. Mr. Gandy. — Never heard of wars, or ravages in the 
country for the purpose of procuring Slaves; they came from a great 
distance in the interior. Slaves delinqnents, sold for various crimes and 
debt Never knew that any were kidnapped ; it would be impossible 
for Europeans to kidnap them. Great number of Slaves bora in these 
countries. Slaves come from very distant countries. Amongst these few 
women, and fewer children. System of Slavery prevails universally in the 
Interior of Africa. Capt, Hale. — Slaves, from interior appeared happy at 
belngbought, and when once onboard, expressed great reluctance on being 
put ashore agun. Mr. Penny.-^Wufi carried on by stratagem. F^ar, 
anbStlon, interest, anflrresentment, cause tliese wars, and not begun merdf 
to ]^(t>cure Slaves. The same causes occarioned wars in Africa before 
Europeans had any communitation with that part of Africa. Three fonrdis ^ 
of the iidiabitants are Slaves in the country. Domestie Slaves never sold 
but for crimes. The crimes which reduce a man to Slavery, are mwder, 
adultery, witchcraft, theft, and sometimes debt Mr. Matikew*.-^'W§M ki 
Africa would be equally numerous, if Europeans had never visited them; 
people very vindlcl&ve. Two kind of Slaves ; house Slaves, and plantation 
iSbives. T^e former consideredas part of the family^ and are edncated* ; th# 

* It is curious to find the same distinction amongst the Jews. Seepage 136. 
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gained for centuries, cover them from the eyes ot 
an indignant world — an offended Deity. If any 
thing more than another could create surprise in 

Ifttter lire in towns separate from their masters ; and whatever they have is 
ponsidered the master's property. Fnctice formerly to put. prisoners of 
war to death, but now sell them to European sin preference. Rev. Mr, 
JVhirfofi.— Slaves purchased, two thirds males. Mr, Fal&mbridge.—YiQ- 
men often entice men to commit adultery in order to accuse them alter- 
waidSy and get them condemned to Slayery. Mr, Norrit believes that 
crimes are very $eidom falsely imputed to them, in order to bring about 
their condemnation, and Sale. At that time, 1788, export Slaves finom 
Africa supposed to be 74,000— of which British took 38,000. Mr, De- 
voynes, — Wars in Africa caused by similar causes as wars in Europe ; a 
war between Dahomey and Eyeo when he was there, and which cost 
€0,000 lives, originated from a dispute about tribute. Slaves are brought 
from a very great distance in the interior, 800 or 900 miles. Mr. MUU, 
— Many Slaves sacrificed at their " Cuttofuss" the chiefs send each one or 
two, according to their wealth, to be sacrificed at the king's pleasure. 
*' Nine out of ten, rejoice at falling into our hands. They know they are 
purchased for labour, and by their gestures wish to convince the pur- 
chaser that they are fit for it." Possessors of Slaves in Africa, who hold 
such by succession, cannot sell them but when guilty of a crime, tried 
and convict^. They may, however, sell such as they have purchased. 
4fr. IFhnvJw— 'Slaves being generally sold for crimes, are in reality glad 
to get awaj £pom Africa. Slaves not purchased by Europeans, are set aside 
for sacrifices. Mr, DalzeU, — ^SUves do not regret their departure from 
Africa. Delinquents rejoice at it, because they know if they remained, 
that their lives are forfeited. Those who cannot be sold would certainly 
be put death. Admiral Edwards, — Slaves on the Gold Coast, are made 
so on account of their crimes. Adultery one crime. Offended party has 
a claim to the offenders, and also all their families. Saw the heads of seven 
of the wives, of a chief of Anamaboe upon a drum, which he had ordered 
to be cut off for adultery. Mr, Dalxell said, impossible for Europeans to 
kidnap negroes, and never heard thafblacks did so. J£very one who sells 
a Slave, pays a duty to the king of Dahomey, whose officces would soon 
detect any such practice. Mr. W, James, — Slaves sold to Europeans 
often prisoners of war. At Bonny has seen large war canoes come down 
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Mr. Clarkson's proceedings, it is that, itt the. 
face of his own assertions, he should talk of 
gradual abolition — of moments when that would 

with their prisoners, and some heads that had heen cut off, were stuck 
upon poles as trophies of victory/' &c. &c. Others state that many are' 
procured hy fraud, and force, hy the natives, and their princes. 

Cause of the difference between the numbers of male and female Slaves 
arises from being prisoners of war, when in these wars women are taken 
as wives and men sold into Slavery ; and owing to polygamy, which could 
not exist without Slavery. At that time (1788) males preserved in the 
West Indies, more able for immediate work in new commenced planta- 
tions. The young women kept in Africa by the rich and powerfid native 
chiefs as wives or concubines. The poorest man in Africa keeps one, 
two, or three wives — ^hence women more difficult to be procured than men. 
Traders for the West Indian market declined purchasing above one-third 
females. 

That the Slaves brought from Africa were really bought, is evident' 
from the same Report, Part 4th, App. No. 1, where the export of British 
goods for the purchase of them (chiefly from Liverpool) was in 1786 
£888,738 ..2 ..10., and in 1787 £668,255.. 14 ..4., whUe the imports 
from Africa, for the same years, were in each nearly £117,750. The 
imports into Liverpool from Africa and the West Indies were £895,778, 
and exports £823,881. 

The only way to civilize Africa, and teach tiie natives industry, would 
be to plant European Colonies amongst them. 

So far the Official Report — It is supported and confirmed by various 
other authorities : . 

" We do not consider," says Abbe Proyart, speaking of Congo, " that' 
the men whom they sell are enemies taken in war, and who, in many 
cases, tiiey might have a right to put to death." *' The number of fe- 
males/' says tiie African Institution, page 62, ninth Report, " found on 
board Slave ships, is always much less than that .of the males," at once 
establishing the trutii of Proyart's statement, that tiie Slaves are prison- 
ers taken in war. Witchcraft, the belief, in which, is general in Africa, 
is pttnishnd by Slavery. In Europe, the offender was burnt alive ! ^' All 
crimes great or small in Africa," says the Edinburgh Review, ' vol xvi.; 
p. 44&i "are punished by Slavery!" Even the Slave factor^ continues- 
the same authority, page 61, is authorized by African law " to seise Amd^ 
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be practicable, and for the benefit of the Negroes 
themselves^ as if these were considerations which 
impartial justice would or could consider in the 

9911 for debt, his debtor, or the family, or even the townsmen of the 
debtor, in order so satisfy his demands." Eyen negroes returned from the 
coast, says the African Institution, Special Report^ page 43, and ransomed at 
Sierra Leone, may, by the African law, be again sold previous to do* 
mestication. In his letter to the Duke of Gloucester, Appendix, page 5, 
Mr, Maccaday says, *' in Africa, as is weU known, there new exist two 
species of servitude, the one arising from captivity in war, the other from 
kidnapping, from debt, from the commission of certain crimes, real or 
imaginary — criminals are condemned to Slavery." Parents frequently sell 
their own children from the mere desire of getting money ; butpiore frequent- 
ly firom distress and want during famines. '* Ned Brown" says the Edin- 
burgh Review, vol. xx. p. 64, '* was put on board the Brig Amelia, by 
Prince Ctmzee, his father, as a Slave. It is the custom of the country, for 
a man, when in want of money, &c. if he has three or four children, to 
sell one or more of them, and keep the others. His father sold him and 
his rister together ; his sister is now here (Sierra Leone)" Mr. Stewart 
in his account of Jamaica, page 223, says, '* I was eye witness to the 
scene, where a negro, who had been some years in the country, hiqppea- 
ing one day to meet an elderly Slave, who had just been purchased 6om 
a Slave trader recently arrived, he recognized him as his Esther, who it 
seems liad sold him to the Europeans. Without explanation or prefacSe, 
he addressed to him a speech in his own country dialect, which be thus 
translated to the bynstanders — 9o you old rogue, dem caicA yon ai lm9t-~- 
no-^Buckra do good — you no care /or your picaninne (child), but they 
will make you feel work — pinch too." 

Next, we have the testimony of the reqwcted and lamented Mr. Puk, 
who informs us, that in Africa, " tkree-famrtlu " of the population ai« 
in a state of Slavery, and a Slave trade universal, where Bmnopeans are 
not known. Bowditch, Browne, Burkhardt, &c. &c. all tell us the same 
taky and thi^ of dirtricts where there is no communication with Euro- 
peans, or connection with them. 

That crime and captivity in war is the occaabn of African fflaveiy, 
and that, otherwise, death is the fiifte of the vaaqnidisd or the cri- 
minal, we have the undeniable and incontrovertible testimony of that 
shrewd, sensible, and excellent man, Governor Lndlam, the Gentiema* 
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restitution of what hais been unlawfully and un- 
justly obtained. The mere fact of gradual aboli- 
tion being admitted, advocated by Mr. Clarkson, 

employed by the African Institution as their Gorernor^ when the members 
held that settlement as a commercial specnlation. In his letter to Mr. 
Macaulay^ dated April 14, 1807, and by the latter suppressed till 1815, 
Governor Ludlam says : — ^from the abolition of the Slave trade, ^' I must 
observe, that the administration of every African Government m\)St be- 
come extremely severe if not extremely bloody. When so effectual a 
punishment as Slavery is done away, which yet, as it sheds no blood, is 
readily executed on petty criminals and in doubtful cases, severe pumsh- 
ments, and more terrible examples, must be introduced. Every ancient 
institution, the power of every hereditary chief, must now be sustained 
by blood, instead of Slavery. It is true, that through the Slave trade, 
the punishment of many small crimes has been raised into Slavery; but 
it is no less true, that the punishment of some great ones has been sunk 
into it. When it is no longer worth while to catch them by surprise^ 
and hold them as a pledge ofjusticey the injured party must make war ; 
and kill his neighbour's people in revenge, since he cannot sell them for 
satisfaction." 

Governor Ludlam knew Africa too well to be deceived. His predic- 
tbns are daily verified. 

HUMAN SACRIFICES IN AFRrCA. 

The evidence taken before the Committee of the Privy Council, which 
went to substantiate the fact that human sacrifices were frequent in Africa, 
and that Slaves and prisoners of war, when the latter could not be sold, 
were doomed to that fate, was either ridiculed, disbelieved, or forgotten, 
by those who are inclined to believe every thing but the truth regarding 
Africa. Subsequent testimony, however, which cannot be clamoured 
down as proceeding from men interested in our West India Colonies, and 
the Slave trade, establish these terrible truths in their most hideous and 
disgusting realities. Mr. Bowditch, the official agent of the British so- 
vereign to the King of Ashantee, has, in that capacity, told us what he 
repeatedly witnessed. The palace of the sovereign and houses of his 
chiefs are decorated with piles of human skulls — ^their war drums are also 
adorned with skulls and thigh-bones of victims secretly and publicly led 
to immolation amidst the most barbarous cruelties. Such, in a particular 
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overthrows all bis mischievous declamation^, de- 
clares that he is convinced in his own mind, that 
the Slaves in our West India Colonies are not 
and have not been unlawfully and unjustly ob- 
tained. 

numer, is witnessed at the great ** Yam Cktstom," and upon the death or 
the anntrersary of the death of any of the royal family or persons of 
rank. 

'' The decease of a person/' says Bowditch, '' is announced by a dis- 
chasg;e of musquctry, proportionate Jto his.rank, or the wealth of hia ia> 
mily. in an instant you see a crowd of Staves bunt from the house, and 
run towards the bush, flattering themselyes that the hindmost, or those 
surprised in the house will furnish the human Yictims for sacrifice if tiiej 
can but secrete themselves till the Ctisiom is over. The body is then^band- 
somely dressed in silk and gold, and laid out on the bed, the rish^^t 
clothes beside it. One or two Slaves are sacrificed at the door of the 
house. I shall describe the Custom for Quatchie Quofie's motiber, which 
we witnessed August the 2d. It was by no means a great one, but it 
will give a most correct idea of these splendid, but barbarous ceremonies. 

The king, Quatchie Q^ofie, and Odumata, each sacrificed a youi^ 
girl, directly after the deceased had breathed her last, that she might not 
want for an attendant until the greater sacrifice was made. Contribu- 
tions of rum, cloth, gold, and powder, were received from friends to ex- 
pend at the custom. We walked to Assafoo about twelve o'clock ; the vul- 
tures were hovering round two headless trunks scarcely cold. Several 
troops of women, from fifty to a hundred in each, were dancing by 
movements resembling skaiting, lauding and bewailing the deceased in the 
most dismal, yet not discordant strains. The faces, arms, and breasts of 
these women were profusely daubed with red earth, in horrid emulation 
of those who had succeeded in besmearing themselves with the blood of 
the Victims. Now and then a victim was hurried by, generally dragged 
or run along at full speed; the uncouth dress, and the exulting coun- 
tenances of those who surrounded him, likening them to as many fiends. 
I observed apathy more frequently than despair or emotion in the looks of 
the victims. " The King, chiefs, and the multitude with horns and fire-arms 
assembled. Quatchie Quofie hurried by, plunging from side to side like a 
Bachanal. The victims, with large knives driven through their cheeks. 
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The object of the enemies of the Colonies in 
making these assertions and mis-statements can- 
not be mistaken. They calculate that these^ 

eyed him with indifference, he them with a sarage joy, bordering on phren- 
zy : insults were aggravated on the one, flattery lavished on the other." 

" We followed to the market-place. Thirteen victims, sunounded by 
their executioners, whose shaggy black caps and vests gave them the ap- 
pearance of bears rather than men, were pressed together by the eronFd 
to the left of the King. The troops of women, before described, paraded 
without the circle vociferating the ' dirge.' Discharges of musquetry, 
bellowing, drinking palm wine, commence the ceremony. ' An old 
hag,' described as the head fetish woman of the family, screamed and 
plunged about in the midst of the Jke of the musquetry, as if in the 
greatest agonies. The principal females of the family, many of them 
very handsome, and of elegant figures, came forward to dance ; dress^ 
generally in yellow silk, with a silver knife hung by a chain round th«r 
necks. The drums announced the sacrifice of the victims. Ihe execn- 
tioners wrangled and struggled for the office, and the indifference with 
which the first poor creature looked on, in the torture he was from the 
knife passed through his cheeks, was remarkable: the nearest execu- 
tioner snatched the sword from the others; the right hand of the victim 
was then lopped off; he was thrown down, and his head was sawn rather 
than cut off; it was cruelly prolonged, I wUl not say wilfully. Twelve 
more were dragged forward, but we forced our way through the crowd, 
and returned to our quarters. Other sacrifices, principally female, were 
made in the bush where the body was burned. It is usual to ' wet the 
grave* with the blood of a freeman of respectability. All the retainers of 
the family being present, and the heads of aU the victims deposited in 
the bottom of the grave, several are unsuspectingly called on in a hurry 
to assist in placing the coffin or basket, and, just as it rests on the 
heads or skulls, a slave from behind stuns one of these freemen by a 
violent blow, followed by a deep gash in the back part of the neck, and 
he is rolled in on the top of the body, and the grave instantly filled up. 
A sort of carnival, varied by firing, drinking, singing, and dancing, was 
kept up in Assafoo for several days. But for the approaching war and 
the necessary economy of powder, there would have been eight great 

l2 
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while they pave the way to emancipation with- 
out compensation^ will irritate and mislead the 
people of this country so far as to induce them 

cusComf instead of one for this woman ; one weekly, the king himaelF 
firing the last" 

" On the death of a king, all the customs which had been made for the 
subjects who hare died during his reign, must be simultaneously repeated 
by the fanulies (the human sacrifices as well as the carousal) to amplify 
that for the monarch, which is also solemnized, independently, but at 
the same time in eyeiy excess of extravagance and baibarity. The bro- 
thers, sons, and nephews of the king, affecting temporary insanity, burst 
forth with their musquets, and fire promiscuously amongst the crowd ; 
even a man of rank, if they meet him, is their victim ; nor is their murder 
of lum or any other, on such an occanon. Tinted or prevented ; the scene 
can scarcely be imajpned. I was assured by several that the custom for 
Sai Quamina was repeated weekly for three jnonths, and that two hun- 
dred and fifty Slaves were sacrificed, and 25 barrels of powder fired 
each time. But the custom for the king's mother,' the regent of the 
kingdom during the invasion of the ^antees, is the most remarkable 
and bloody. Hie king of himself devoted 3000 victims (upwards of 2000 
of whom were Fantee prisoners), and 25 barrels of powder. Dwakin, 
Kokofoo, Beequa, Soota, and Marmpong, furnished 100 victims, and 20 
barrels of powder each, and most of the smaller towns 10 victims, and two 
barrels of powder each" 

** About K hundred persons, chiefly culprits reserved, are generally sa- 
crificed in difiterent quarters of the town at the yam custom. Several 
Slaves were also sacrificed at Bantuma, over the large brass pan, their 
blood ming lin g with the various vegetable and animal matter within 
(fresh and putrified), to complete the charm, and produce iniincible 
fetish. All the chiefs kill several Slaves, that their blood may flow into 
the hole ftiom whence the new yam is taken. Those who cannot afibrd 
to kill Slaves, take the head of one already sacrificed and place it on tho 
holeV 

Such are the African chiefs — such the state of *' our African brethren" 

• Bowdiich, p. 279, 282, 289. 
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to take the regulation of the internal affairs of 
the Colonies into their own hands, and adopt 
the ulterior measures which the opponents of the 
Colonies have in view, and which, if adopted, 
will seal the destruction of our Colonial interest 
in the West, and assist those projectors in the 
speculation in which they are inclined to vest 
their property, whether in the East or in any 
other quarter. 

With the usual liberality of the Colonial ad- 
versaries, who are compelled to have recourse 
to declamatory accusation for want of facts, I 

free from European interference, incitement, or contronl — such the horrid 
scenes and rivers of blood which daily flow in Africa ! Yet Adiantee 
is not a country inhabited by sarages, but by a people who are possessed 
of seyeral of the improvements of civilized life, and since we find them 
so ignorant and ferocious, what must the mere savages inhabiting other 
partsof Afncabe? 

Capt. Knight of H. M. S. Snapper, in his despatch to Mr. Croker^ 
dated August 5, 1821, in old Calabar River (Par. Papers No. 223, p. 12, 
Session 1823,) thus writes :— *' I am very sorry to inform you. Sir, that 
the most horrible practice of human sacrifice (Slaves) is carried on here 
to AN EXTENT that I could not have believed mankind in any state ta 
have been capid>le of, much less people, who, in all other respects, have 
arrived at an astonishing degree of civilization, and have left all 
other Africans that I htfve seen, very far behind them. To my expostu- 
lations with Duke Ephraim, upon the subject, he answered, that as we 
HINDER the sale of their Slaves, they take such means to rid themselves of 
them. This barbarous custom is performed with singular ferocity, being 
accompanied with dancing, music, and shouts of joy; while the 
HEADS of the victims are tossed about in all directions. A few days ago 
there were twelve behei^led on the beach, in sight of all the crews of 
the shipping." Surely the African Institution will not deny these au«^ 
thorities. 
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shall^ no doiibt^ because I have adduced all these 
facts^ be set down as the advocate of Slavery 
and the Slave trade. My object and views are. 
very diflFerent. I have stated these facts and re- 
ferred to them^ and been called upon to state and 
refer to them^ in order to refute and repel the 
foul but unfounded charge, and calumnious as- 
sertion, that the< Slaves in our Colonies were 
^ stolen^ — obtained by ^ the most atrocious 
fraud and violence.^* And having done this, I 
have shown that the masters of them, on every 
principle of law and justice, have a legal claim 
and right to them, and that when the nation 
changes her laws and takes them away, she can- 
not do so without full and complete compensa- 
tion. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Mr. Clarkson'^ and the Reviewer's statements of the # 
success offree labour by emancipated Slaves examined 
and refuted — has every where failed. — In Sierra 
Leone. — Miserable state of that place — trade thereof 
— deceptions practised upon this country regarding 
it. — A great burden to tis — yields no returns.— ^Ame- 
rican negroes set free in Trinidad — interesting and 
important account^^their character — work little-' 
great expense of their labour — cannot be depemM 
upon in any way — cultivation of Sugar cannot be 
carried on with them. — ^Tortola Negroes set free by 
Mr. Nottingham, and the apprenticed Africans. — 
Gross mis-statements put forward regarding them by 
Mr. Clarkson and the African Institution. — Culti- 
vate no produce for exportation — A striking m- 
st4xnce of the fallacy of the arguments of the Eman- 
cipation Society exhibited in the state of these very 
people, fcc. 

Mr. Clarkson having to his own satisfactipiij 
settled the point that the Colonial proprietors 
have no legal title to their Slaves, and cbnise- 
quently that they should receive no compensatiou 
for them when taken away, proceeds to dwell 
upon the safety of emancipating the Negroes, 
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aad the superior cheapness of free labour. To 
establish this pointy he adduces several instances 
in his otvn way. It is impossible to follow Mr. 
Clarkson in every line^ but I shall bring his 
statements into as narrow a compass as possible, 
and do so without misrepresenting or mistating 
them. In every instance that he has adduced, 
the fact will be found to be the reverse of what 
he states. 

The first instance of emancipated negroes 
having answered the expectations of their friends, 
which Mr. Clarkson adduces, is the case of the 
Nova Scotian blacks, or rather the blacks which 
were enlisted into our service, in our revolted 
provinces, during the American war. These 
^ two thousand and upwards in number, com- 
prehending men, women, and children,'' were, 
says he, after having settled in Nova Scotia, a 
very improper climate, ultimately ^conveyed to 
Sieira Leone. There they reauzed the object 
in view; and they are to be found there, they or 
their descendants, most of them independent, 
and some of them in affluent circumstances, at 
the present day *.'' 

It is very difficult to know exactly what object 

*the African Institution had in view, in settling 

these blacks at Sierra Leone, and therefore we 

cannot judge correctly of its realization. Mr. 

• Clarkson's " Thougktsr 
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Clarkson is, I believe, a member of the African 
Institution; he reads its reports, he sanctions 
and approves of them. These tell us a different 
tale about these Nova Scotian blacks, whether a 
true one or not, it is Mr. Clarkson's business, not 
mine, to ascertain. In the first place, the Nova 
Scotia blacks composed, it may be said, the po- 
pulation of Sierra Leone. Fourteen hundred at 
the second settlement, says Mr. Clarkson, were 
placed there; and the Special Report, page 19, 
informs us, that till 1801, the population of the co- 
lony never exceeded from 1200 to 2000 persons. 
The ninth Report, page 53, tells us that the first 
settlers ^ were indisposed to agricultural la- 
bour " — ^ indisposed to the drudgery of cutting 
wood and planting farmSy preferring other 
modes of employment, particularly trading among 
the natives.'' The Special Report of 1815, 
however, comes a little more to the point. 
First, as to the character of these people. 
^ When the nature of the population of that 
Colony is considered, composed as it is of 
Nova Scotia blacks, who, in early life were ha- 
bituated to all the licence which is incident to 
a state of Slavery ; of Maroons ^ (Maroons 
were not Slaves) ^ who in Jamaica lived in the 
practice of polygamy, and of the other vices 
which disfigure the face of society in our West 
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India Islands ; and of* native Africans, as yet 
unacquainted with the obligations of Christian- 
ity, or the restraints of civilized life.^-r-the Di- 
rectors were what? — ^why ^ not surprised at 
the disordered state of the Colony, fiuj." lu 
page 19 it is stated. That " many of the settlers 
quitted the Colony and fixed themselves in Slave 
fectories" — page 20 — that "they a6a;^6&>^rf cul- 
tivation — ^became again dependent upon the 
Company for their subsistence, and nqt a fetv^ 
migrated to Slave factories'' — ^in page 61 it is 
repeated — ^ many of the settlers became Slave 
traders ^ — iii page 59 we are tcrld of " the unfa- 
vourable character of the settlers during the first 
eight years'' — ^in page 60 of ^the turbulence 
of the settlers^ — ^and in page 10, previous^ 
to the year 1800, that " the Colonists contri- 
buted nothing towards defraying the expenses 
of the Colony" — ^in page 118 we are told that 
^ many of them abandoned the Colony and left 
the farms to desolation" — in page 19 it is stated 
that " in the year 1800 an effort of some of the 
Colonists to possess themselves of tha^*^^ supreme 
power ended in an insurrection^ — and finally, 
and to clench the whole, the ninth Report, page 
52, says " on a late census^ the European, 
Nova Scotian, and Maroon men in the Colony, 
amounted to between three and fow hundred. 
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(only) not more than one third of whom are able 
to snpport themselves without the necessity of 
resorting to some manual employment" — and at 
page 57 that the captured Negroes neither com- 
mitted so many crimes, nor were punished so 
often, as an equal number of other classes of the 
community''. 

Here is a fine prospect from their own pens 
of ^ the realization of the object in view ^ — of af- 
fluence and independence, the lamentable pros- 
pect of a body of 2500 persons (men chiefly) 
being in the short space of twenty years reduced 
to less than 400 ! in this land of peace, freedom, 
and happiness. Within that time, had their free- 
dom produced the efiects, so much boasted of, 
they ought to have doubled their numbers. Will 
Mr. Clarkson, I ask, deny or dispute the autho- 
rity here adduced ? 

By their own reports it is admitted, that num- 
bers of these liberated negroes left the Colony. 
The reason is not stated. Dr. Thorpe states, 
and ofiered to prove if permitted, that this was 
owing to barbarous treatment. They were ill 
fed, ill clothed, and most cruelly and unmer- 
cifully punished, by flogging. Young girls 
were let out for the purpose of prostitution. 
The marriages instituted amongst them were a 
mere mockery ; ^ wives were changed at plea- 
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sure '', and a ^ promiscuous depopulating inter- 
course " was carried on between the sexes, 
without censure^ hindrance, or reproach. 

But it may be said matters have been subse- 
quently mended. Perhaps they have been so. 
The public have little means of judging of the 
transactions at Sierra Leone, which are carefully 
kept from public inveistigation. But that the 
civilization and usefulness of the natives are in- 
creased, does not at all appear from reference 
to the trade of the place, as compared with 
that of other parts of Africa. The reverse is in- 
deed the case. The Colony, it would appear, 
raises no exportable produce ; and notwithstand- 
ing all the advantages lavished upon it. Sir 
George Collier informs us, in bis official Report, 
1822, that in 1821, ^^ the streets of Freetown are 
as much overrun with grass and indigo as for- 
merly *:*' yet not even that indigo spontaneously 
produced is manufactured and exported ! 

Mr. Clarkson, page 17, would fain per- 
suade us that Sierra L^ne is now a para- 
dise. The population is 14,000. It should 
have been treble that amount from the num- 
ber of persons transported into it. ^ The 
people there are now fallen into the habits 

* Dispatch, 27th December, 1821.— Parliamentary Paper, page 1-^, 
No. 223, of Session 1822. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



157 

of civilized society. Their lands shew the marks 
of industrious cultivation. Many of them, after 
having supplied their wants for the year, employ 
a surplus produce in the purchase of superflui- 
ties as comforts". Well, this " surplus^ produce, 
^ the fruits of industrious cultivation^, must be 
sold to some persons. It would have been but 
fair and candid in Mr. Clarkson, to have told us 
what that produce was, and to what part of the 
world it is exported. Certainly it is not imported 
into Great Britain in any such quantity as to shew 
this industrious cultivation, or rather not in a 
quantity to shew any cultivation at all. Liverpool 
and London are the great ports for the trade with 
Western Africa. The imports from thence speak 
for themselves. These are evidence which 
cannot be contradicted. The imports for last 
year are subjoined*, and shew us that while 



* Articles imported at Liverpool and London from Western Africa, 
from the Ist January, 1823, viz : — 



From Sierra Leone. 

July Hth. Triton, with 331 logs 
teak wood, and about 30 tons cam- 
wood. 

July 25<h. Lfidy Combermere, 
with 122 casks palm oil, 248 ele- 
phant's teeth, 3 tons gum copal, & 
pirns. 26 casks and barrels bees 
wax. 

Oct. 6th. Elizabeth, with 412 
pieces teak wood, and about 9i tons 
camwood. 

Britannia, ditto, 4^ tons cam- 
wood, 382 logs teak wood^ 20 logs 
center wood, and a steam engine 
and ricf mill returned. 



From other parts of Western coast. 

March 24th. Transit, with 641 
casks palm oil, 2,830 elephant's 
teeth, 15 tons red wood loose, 
2^0 lbs. gum copal. 

July 7th. Mary, with 825 casks 
palm oil, 1,752 elephant's teeth, 
35 seamorse teeth, 58 bags guinea 
pepper, 3 boxes gold and silver, 15 
tons vane wood, and 1 case and 3 
casks gum copal. 

July 7th. Margaret, with 159 
casks palm oil. 

August 25th. Fame, with 186 
casks palm oil, 3 puncheons and. 4 
barrels bees wax, loose about 20 
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various articles the produce of the industry 
of the natives, come from other parts of the coast, 
not any thing deserving that name comes from 



Imports to London from Sierra 
Leone /or t/ie same period, 

Feb. 7th. Sierra Leone, Bedford, 
70 logs teak timber, 1 cask scri- 
velloes, 64 pieces bees wiCx, 78 
elephant's teeth, 3 casks, 6 bags 
gum copal, 122 hides, and 10 tons 
camwood. 

April 25th. Harriet, 62 casks 
palm oil, 349 elephant's teeth, 6 
sea horse ditto, a pipe Madeira 
wine, 2 jars guinea pepper (part 
from coast included.) 

July 11th. Caroline, Betsey and 
Ann, Juliana, 302 logs timber, 
2,764 billets, 41 tons camwood, 1 
box bees wax, 74 bags 8 casks 
rice, 16 casks 1 box gum copal, 
303 logs 20 ends teak timber. 

July ISth. Eleanor, 62 logs Afri- 
can timbef) 271 billets camwood. 

July 25th. Joseph, 20 casks oil, 
23 seamorse teeth, 72 ivory teeth, 
733 elephant's teeth and scrivelloes, 
3 packages bees wax, 2 casks skins 
or hides, 2 casks Mallagette pepper, 
1 bag tortoise shell, 102 bides, and 

I cask scrivelloes. 

Sept. 12th. Harnett, 220 logs 
teak timber, 15 tons and 1,637 bil- 
lets camwood, 201 hides, 67 bags 
5 tons rough rice. 

Hope, 5,800 cow and calf skins, 
7 leopard skins, 180 cakes wax, 5 
bags gum, 18 casks palm oil, 417 
pieces ivory, 6 tons camwood. 

Glory, 296 logs 18 packages teak 
timber, 2,097 billets camwood, 

II casks gum. 

Oct. 3d. Banger, 11 casks guinea 
grains, 21 casks 2 casks bark, 30 
legers, 19 pipes 28 puncheons 4 
casks palm oil, and 428 elephant's 
teeth. 

Elizabeth, 54 casks palm oil, 
909 billets camwood, 126 bags 
chilloes, a quantity guinea grains. 



cwt. do., 436 elephant's teeth, and 
5 tons fire wood. 

Sept, 1st. Neptune, with 1,144 
casks palm oil, 7 elephant's teeth, 
and about 20 tons dunnage wood. 
Aries, with 249 casks palm oU, 
31 casks 14^ barrels gum copal, 
1,334 elephant's teeth, 4 barrels 
and 1^ barrels pepper, 1^ barrels 
bees wax, 32 seamorse teeth loose, 
about 15 cwts. gum copal. 

Sept. 8th. William Rathbon£, 
with 1,090 casks palm oil, 74 ele- 
phant's teeth, 6 puns, gum copal, 
] box bird's skins, 20 tons dun- 
nage wood, and 1 hogshead wine* 

Sept. 15th. Morning Star, with 
158 casks palm oil, 4 puncheons 
1 hogshead 5 barrels 37 bags 
COFFEE, and 563 elephant's teeth. 

James, with 615 casks palm oil, 
361 elephant's teeth, two boxes 
specie, and 15 tons fire wood. 

Oct. 6th. Hope, with 27 logs teak 
wood, 134 elephant's teeth, 2 casks 
gum copal, about 11 tons cam- 
wood, 81 casks palm oil, 31 casks 
bees wax, 6,825 ox hides, 300 pieces 
hides, and 300 calf skins. 

fleywood, with 969 casks palm 
oil, 15 el^hant's teeth, 52 bags 
guinea pepper, 4 tons old copper, 
and some returned goods. 

Oct. 13th. with 157 

casks bees wax, 60 bafs gum Sene- 
gal, 395 elephant's teeth,6296 hides, 
1 box dollars, 1 bag gold, goods 
returned (Gambia). 

Oct. 20th. — ^ with 966 

casks palm oil, 10 elephant's teeth, 
10 tons dunnage wood, 14 pieces 
East India goods returned. 

AT LONDON. 

Feb. 7th. Samuel and Sarah, 

with 333 puncheons, 7 pipes, 46 

hogsheads, 2 barrels 1 quarter 

cask palm oil, 1 box seamorse 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



159 

Sierra Leone. The small quantity of palm oil and 
elephant's teeth are procured from other parts of 
the coast in a coasting trade, from states where 



4 elephant's teeth, 2 packages scri- 
yilloes, 1 box aeamorse teeUi. 

Indian Traveller^ 255 logs teak 
timber, 1 cask coffee, 2 casks wax, 
3 casks elephant's teeth, 1 ditto 
chilloes, 1 cask honey, 1 cask ivory, 
6 casks gum copal, 2 casks old 
eoppcr, 2 bags arrow root, 211 
hides, 15 tons and 19 cwt cam- 
wood. 



teeth, 20 boxes, 1 parcel gold dust, 
135 teeth, 3 casks, 1 ,630 scrivilloes, 
50 ditto and scraggs, 196 teeth 
ivory. 

Feb. 14th. Accra, Adonis^ 280 
elephant's teeth, 9 seamorse teeth, 
93 puncheons palm oil, 335 scrl- 
villoes. 

March 21st, Isles des Los, Hope, 
14 logs timber, 52 casks palm oil, 
76 casks bees wax, 419 pieces ivory, 
2,815 ox and cow hides, 59 sea 
morse teeth, 1 cask pepper and 
ginger, 1 box gnm copal, 9 tons 
camwood, 26 bundles old rope, 8 
leopard skins. 

j4t London from other parts Western Coast. 
April 4th. Sarah, 987 cakes bees wax, 9,345 hides and pieces, 4 boxes 
bird skins, 1 box ostrich feathers, 268 elephant's teeth and scrivilloes, 18 
boxes gum copal. 

April 11th. Zeno, 12,024 hides, 550 bullock horns, 172 pieces ivory, 
862 cakes wax, and 7 elephant's teeth. 

July 4th. St. Mary's, James, 1,050 cakes bees wax, 129 pieces ivory, 
33 pieces timber, 18,512 hides and pieces, 41 leopard skins, 480 pieces 
camwood, 76 logs timber, 1 bundle timber. 

July 18th. Accra, Fairy Queen, 138 elephant's teeth, 110 pieces ebony, 
20 pubs. 44 hodgsheads oil, 6 puncheons, 8 hogsheads, 1 bag beet 
wax. 

* Thomas, 392 sacks, 8 casks gum, 66 seroona almonds, and 1 case os- 
trich feathers. 

July 25th. Accra, Syhia, 146 casks palm oil, 1 seamorse teeth, 1,290 
elephant's teeth, 1 bag cotton, 6 casks guinea grains. 

Accra and C. Coast, Caledonia, 163 casks oil, 9 seamorse teeth, 758 
elephant's teeth, and scrivelloes. 

August 1st C. Coast C. and Elmina, WoodburM, 93 casks palm oil, 
224 elephant's teeth, 430 scrivelloes, 1 seamorse teeth, and 3 casks 
pepper. 

August 29th. St. Mary's, Trafalgar, 5,580 whole and pieces hides, 
215 ekphuit's teeth and pieces, 2 bags gam copal, a parcel camwood, 
412 cakes bees wax. 

Sept. 12th. Cape de Verde, John Echlin, 360 bags orchella, 105 hogs- 
heads ox hides, 720 goat skins, 1 box shells, 1 box raisins. 

George and James, 988 cakes bees wax, 8,323 hides and pieces, 8 leo- 
pard skins, 17 elephant's teeth and pieces, 25 logs wood, 337 billets 
camwood. 

Oct. 3rd. Hambletonian, 80 tons gum Senegal, 1 trunk bird skins, 1 
leopard and 1 deer skin, 1 parcel feathers, and I box plants. 
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there are Slaves. Teak wood is not the produce 
of the labour of the population. The particulars 
stated in these imports, have only to be noticed 
to shew the indolence and ignorance of the Co- 
lonists at Sierra Leone, and that ^^ the indus- 
trious cultivation " boasted of by Mr. Clarkson, 
exists only in his own brain. With the excep- 
tion of 8 casks, 141 bags, 5 tons rough Rice, and 
one cask Coffee, there is nothing that can be set 
down as the produce of that Colony, even if the 
Rice was raised in it, which is very doubtful. The 
other articles are chiefly produced in places, more 
or less distant from the Colony, except teak 
wood, and are brought to Sierra Leone in coast- 
ers, and from the districts inland, in exchange for 
the very trifling articles of merchandise sent out 
from the capital, Freetown. Wr. Clarkson will 
not surely tell us that teak wood is the produce of 
the industry of Sierra Leone. Fortunately for its* 
present race of inhabitants, it was planted there 
before their day. 

Such is the situation of Sierra Leone, made the 
capital of Western Africa, cultivated by free 
labourers, supported, first by the unlimited sup- 

St. Marys, Sarah^ 1,532 cakes bees wax, 197 elephant's teeth and 
pieces, 7,670 hides and pieces, 940 billets camwood, 13 logs timber, 
2 casks honey, 2 cases bird skins. 

Oct. 10th. Cape de Verde, Alpha y 1,630 ba§;s orchella. 

Dec. 16th. Kitty y 128 casks palm oil, 42 elephant's teeth, 202 scriyel- 
loes, 2,002 pieces camwood. 
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plies of a great monied company^ and afterwards 
by the unlimited aid of the British Goyernment 
Yet after thirty-two years of Colonization^ and 
an addition to its population from all quarters^ 
we find scarcely any produce exported from it^ 
and all the cargoes of vessels^ in comparison 
with those from other parts of the African coasts 
scanty^ and of little value^ and no increase of 
population^ but in fact a diminution to 14^000. 
There were no West India Slave masters there 
to disturb their tranquillity and prosperity, and 
either free negroes are not that industrious race 
which we are taught to believe, or there is some- 
thing most grievously wrong in all that concerns 
the government of the Colony. What hinders 
it from producing Colonial produce? The mar- 
ket of the world is op^ to it for every article. 
The geographical position indeed, is the very 
worst that could possibly have been chosen for 
commanding and concentrating the trade of 
Africa. Stil) there must be something greatly de- 
'ficient in the industry and knowledge of its pre- 
sent population. Amongst these are to be in- 
cluded Mr. Clarkson's ^^ third Case^ of eman- 
cipated negroes, viz. the discharged soldiers of 
the West India Regiments, ^^ many hundreds 
of whom were set at liberty at once,** and fixed 

M 
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in Bimtk Leoae ^. Of th^e, it it anfficient fiir 
my sabjeet to observe^ tbat they form part of that 
pc^vdation whose iiDproductive labour? have just 
Jbeen coasidered^ and who, when their inlBuenoe 
^riiall have extended im the Colony^ and their 



* It would hare been satisfactory, liad Mr. Clarkspn stated the.^sact 
mmAer of penoM ioti^uced into, mid liberated in, Sierra Leohe. fn 
|Z87.tii<yrf w«»e4Q0| and next i»l79^, ant I^Of KotaSeot^i^iiHM^, 
fl^ ^Usequently 512 Maroons from Jamaica. The number whicb left 
tAunaiea, April 16th 1816, was 159 men, 152 women, and 152 cbildrea^ 
Md 41 Vies ffiKMiFayv* Mid 6 wooitn, total 612. Fton the 9Ck Re- 
J^Qrt# pagP 52; we find that l,50Q captured n^oei were Utroduc^y 
under the government of Captain Columbine, in 1810. The Special Re- 
port, 18U,p. Ul and 112, enumerates aine towng inhsMted (txcfaisfUw 
j9f th^ capital) by captured ne^es ; in the last eaumerated of wWcib» 
Hogbrook, there were " upwards of 600 inhabitants." Yet the ^oie 
Report, p. 63 states, diat the total number of captured negroes reeeired 
|i|tQ $|«rra JUon^, till the 9th July, 1814, was otay S,<m, 1^60 ^ 
whom had ^tered into the army or nwry. 

In this dilemma and state of darkness, regarding the state and nature of 
Hub p^palat^QB of fiievm Leone, the MWoaary Rcgfater, of DaeevaSmt, 
lB92f c^^nv tp our relief with a ray of brilliaut light; and shews u» ci» 
gr^t advantfiges of the Sierra Leone " marriage tie," in augmentaog 
AfHcan popalation. 

July 8th 1^. Jan; 1st 1«9. 
Cnropaans ---.-..•120 128 

ifATMiis . - . ^ . . - . . S04 m 

||loy|tSq4iAnt 7^ 7^2 

W|^t Indians and Americans - - - -* ^ 

Natives 1,«46 3,596 

ytmtpdASjnm* , . , - . ^fif^ ffiff 

Disbaiided soldiers' 1^16 \^^ 

Kroomen - - 727 947 

Total 12,500 15^081 
U.B. U;000 liberated Africaos ift.Colopy cm the Ist August, 1821. 
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/^indmoy from ^' tbeir knowledge of tba uae of 
wm»^ liaVe beeome more formidable^ may do 
wftai theii^ pred^fiessom, tbe Nova fiootiaabiafifcs 
did> iiameiyt ^ aittmipt topodsessttiemwHreaof tibe 
supreme power^." The quiet sabraiasion of flie li- 
facirited isegroeB has jet to be pat to the test— i n- 
peat it^ j^et to be put to the test Assembled qs 
they are^ rude and ignorant savages^ from every 
nation of Africa, disisimilar in their manners, each 
unacquainted with the language of the other, and 
without any means of removing speedily that ob- 
struction to communication, some time must 
elapse before they can act together, form any 

* The Bahama dfflcial Report gives a deplorable accouat of the con- 
dvkH o1 some of tiieie dnbauited soldiers. '' The disbanded soldiers that 
have occasiMiaUy found their way to these islands, ha^e uniformly been 
tbe VERIEST VAGRANTS IN EXISTENCE. Of the last two that Ibnnd the 
meanii of livings here for any length of time, one was hanged ab6i|t 
^glhtoen iaooths agp for faorglary, and the other saved his neck only ^ 
taming, king's evidence against his companion." {Report ^ page 18.) 

The number hpwever, even had there been no natural increase^ shonld 
have stood thtn:— 

lifOVB SOO^QS - • - " - 2/100 

Maroons ...... 530 

Disbanded soldiers .... 1^216 

Kroomeit, say . . . « . goQ 

Natives - - ..... 3^2(^ 

West Indians and Hx Americans .- -^ 85 . 

8,167 
Europeans ..... ^^ 

LihentadAlrinMn^siQronly - 30,000 

tdtsl 38,980 

M 2 
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thing like a combined plan^ or express anything 
like their general opinion. But let these impe- 
diments onc6 be removed^ and I will hazard a 
prediction^ that if Great Britain keeps Sierra 
Xeone in future 'as. a Colony^ she must keep it 
witk a vastly increased military force and at the 
. point of the bayonet. 

Mr. Clarkson takes as a '' second case" the negroes carried off from 
the United States.lastwar, liberated and placed in Trinidad, as free la- 
bourers. " The obvemor, Sir Ralph Woodford resisted the prejudices 
of the planters/* who maintained that these negroes '' would nerer work 
for hire/* but *' support themselves by plunder. The result/' says 
Mr. Clarkson, ** has shewn the discernment of the Governor. These 
very men, formeriy Slaves in the Southern States of America, and after^ 
wards emancipated in a body in Trinidad, are now earning their own 
livelihood, and with so much industry and good conduct, that the 
calumnies originally spread against them have entirely died away *." 

On what authority Mr. Clarkson states this I 
know not, and he has not told us, and it would 
perhaps be imprudent in him to disclose. These 
Slaves so unjustly and impoliticly carried away; 
were claimed by the American Government, and 
by the decision of the Emperor of Russia, to 
whom the matter was referred, their value was 
very lately paid by this country. These people 
were placed under the care of a superintendant 
with a very high salary, it is said of 30^. per 
day, and who at the same time employed several 
of them, while supported by this country, in 
clearing and cultivating an estate of his own, 

* aarkson's " Thought$;' page 16. 
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from the produce of which, I have heard that he 
has sent home to this country presents of Sugar^ 
to shew how cheap it could be raised by free 
labour. At the same time^ so much trouble had 
he with these negroes, that^ if I am not misin- 
formed from the authority of those who ought to 
know^ he has again and again publicly declared, 
that if he had Slaves of his own sufficient to cul- 
tivate his estate, he would employ none of them. 
But to come a little closer to the point and to 
shew ^ the industry and good conduct'' of these 
liberated American negroes, I had, and that 
only a few weeks ago, an opportunity of learning 
something of these people and their conduct from 
an old friend, the proprietor of an estate situated 
in the midst of them, and who has sometimes had 
occasion to employ them because he could not do 
better. His account, which I believe is the cor- 
rect one, (and the proceedings of the council at 
Trinidad will confirm it) differs very widely in- 
deed from that put forward by Mr. Clarkson. 

** When hired to work, they generally appear upon Tuesday. The after- 
noon 18 occupied in supplying them with provisions; and as they work 
for pay, half in money, half in provisions, in order to save themselves 
trouble^ any estate employing them, is reduced to the necessity of sup- 
plying and keeping up a huxter*s shop. On Wednesday morning they 
commence work, and continue till Friday afternoon, when they leave off, 
depart, and are seen no more at work, till the following Wednesday 
notorning. The provisions they obtain on Tuesday, serve till the fol- 
lowing Friday aftemoqn, when they obtain a fresh supply of (ish, beef, 
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IWdr, poffc^ if maf be, «i^ Also of raid. Iliovglieaigtfed ^pUce to^M, 
there is po dependence upon them, and there being no cheeky they lesre 
^e employer when, and as they please; which in crop time, when a great 
qnantity of canes may be cut, tad which soon spoil, occasions great lqa$ 
tp the helpless agricalturist, as he cannot replace the labourer so absenting 
himself, as may be done in this country. 

Hie number of these people was originally 500. Ihey dweU in small 
Tillages adjacent to each other, in the southern part of the island. la 
some of. thefte villages there are small chapels, where black preachers 
occasionally perform service on Sundays to very thin congregations ; but 
there are no white established clergy. As they are free and independent^ 
they disperse themselves about the country, wherever they please, par- 
ticularly on Sunday, and no one pays any attention to them with regard 
to education, or instruction. They are their own masters, and in thoee 
>«^»ects do as they please. Their general character is very bad. They 
^ not attend chureh regularly, but rather loiter about their own houses, 
^r wander about the country. They are dissipated and dniidcen; and hi 
no way to be depended upon, nor does fby friend think any relifuice cpqlcl 
be placed upon them, in case of actual revolt in the Colony. They often run 
in debt, by getting advances, and then leave their creditors without payment.' 
lliflir houses are generally inferior in neatness and comfort, within tad 
without^ to those belonging to the negroe Slaves. They are also in gene^ 
worse clothed than the latter, by whom they are despisedand hated, because 
on the different estates where they are employed, they go about intriguing 
wUh, and debauching, the wives of the more respectable negroeSj.thn# 
occasioning frequent and dangerous quarrels. Though they have wives of 
their own in their villages, yet on the estates where employed, they are no^ 
lorious for forming immoral connections, with the female Slaves, during 
their temponury residence ; while at the same time they often encourage the 
Slaves, more especially females, to run away from their master's proper- 
ties, in order to get them to work for them, or cohabit with them, or both. 
Both in character, steadiness, and usefulness, they are inferior to steady 
Slave negroQS. Tliey are many of them more given to pilfering, than 
the Slaves. When detected in these petty crimes, they are publicly flo^- ' 
fed, with severity, in proportion to the offence, with the cat-o'-nine tails, 
viuch is more dreaded than the whip used to punish negroes. 

They are much employed in sawing timber, which they perform at the 
rM« of 40 dollars per 1000 feet. When hired by the day their wages are 
6s. currency (2f. Bd, sterling), without provisions. When engaged by the 
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jdb m nfricultoftl* labour^ tKqr chvfe for cuUlng CAnes, vizr— Pkat 
caaes, from 60 to 80 dollara per quarry (3 l-5th acres) ; Ratoon canei, 
49 doUai* ditto. P6r ehfcAug land, they diar|[6, p«r jimd^, 4B dollatft ) 
f«r pf6paripy and plastinf It, from 190 fa HO dollar* ; and for weeding 
caoes, iron ^ to 30 dollarsi for the same quantity ; making a charge 
(without including mamtruig the land, where that riMy he found necfeW-. 
safy) of l$0 to tlO daOam per ^uoffy (j^ U..3 pcf aci«) to tiie iim. 
iNtdwg include/* 

When we reflect that canes in the old Coto- 
nieB recjuire to be weeded three, four^ and even 
81^ timed^ siccorditig to the richness or the poverty 
of the 8!0il or the age of the cane> the total 
charge of cultivation by free laboar till cuttklg 
down the cane^ independent of all the labour 
and expense in carryings grinding^ boilings ai^ 
shipping the Sugar^ will^ at the above ratid^ 
amount to 86 dollars^ which with the exchange 
at 330 10 jf'16..S..6 sterling, an expense of il^ 
self, which it is almost unnecessary to stajto> ito 
Sngar cultivation can bear« The produce o£an 
acre, good and bad^ is probably at an averagd 
not above 16 cwt. In new Colonies^ and new 
lands, where canes require fewer weedings> tht 
cost would be two or three pounds per acre lete^ 
but then this would give these Colonies a decided 
aoperiority over the old Colonies, where the lands 
are poorer; and though ihe gangs of Slaves art 
in these, numerically stronger, they are of a lei)« 
effective strength. This superiority would anoi- 
hikite the cultivation of Sugar in these Colonies 
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and throw it altogether into the rich soil^ and 
level plains of Guiana^ or a few fine sea-side 
estates^ in our old Colonial possessions. The 
cultivation^ by free labour is therefore^ a chimera^ 
unless the free labourers^ in the West were 
reduced to labour for the wretched pittance of 
2d. per day> as in the East Indies ; and two dol- 
lars per month, as in Java; when the supe- 
riority of the West India capital, machinery, 
and knowledge, might come into competition 
with these places. 

Such is the ^ industry and good conduct" of 
the free negroes in Trinidad, alluded to by Mr. 
Clarkson, and such the enormous expense and 
uncertainty of their labour, according to accounts 
obtained from the lips of one living in the midst 
of them, and who had occasion to employ them. 

But this is not the first time that a trial of free 
labour has been unsuccessfully made in Trini- 
dad. Soon after jts capture, government were 
induced to bring, at a great expense, a colony 
of Chinese to settle there. They did nothing. 
They became a nuisance to the Colony, they 
were gamblers, swindlers, every thing that was 
bad. When in a few instances, they essayed 
field labour, they went forth to it with a servant 
holding an umbrella over their heads, to pro- 
tect them from the sun ! Many of them returned 
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to Macao, and as government was bound to 
defray all their expenses if they did not like the 
place, the expense of each individual to the state 
was above ^£^00. Very few of these people now 
remain in Trinidad. The few that are there, are 
butchers, and sellers of fish, but so indolent that 
they buy the fish from the fishermen, and retail 
them out to the consumer. Why did Mr. Clark- 
son forget this free, colony? He knows who 
originated the measure. 

Before proceeding to Mr. Clarkson's St. Do- 
mingo case, it may be advisable here to aiotice 
another instance of advantageous, safe, and ef- 
ficacious, manumission and free labour, brought 
forward by the violent, and intemperate author, 
of ^ the Substance of the Debate in the House of 
Commons, on Mr. Buxton's Motion" in May last. 
This is the enfranchisement of twenty-five 
negroes, in Tortola, by Samuel Nottingham, a 
Quaker, their master, in 1776. 

The author of the article in question, states that their number is now 
43 ; that they live ** upon the same plantation," which is chiefly *' cultl- 
▼ated in provisions" haying been compelled to *' abandon the cultivation 
of cotton on account of the price falUng very low. Not one of them is 
in debt/ and their property is free from all incumbrance. Daring the 
whole period since thfsir emancipation, none of them have been sued in 
any court, or brought before a magbtrate to answer any complaint. 
They are all black, having intermarried with each other. Only one of 
them once obtained a warrant against a person who had. assaulted him, 
who begged his pardon, and was foigiven. One of them, Jeflirey Not- 
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tfa^hani, besides kU iliart in tiit ykmUtioB tm/A BMekipoastMei^Acnv 
of land, a house in Sfianish-town and a vessel of twenty-tluree feet keel* 
Jeffrey's wife acts as school-mlstress. She reads well, ^ey attand the 
Methodist diapel at East find •/' 

This narrative, wfe are informed, is made up 
upon tiie authority of * two respectable gentle- 
men who visited them in 1822.'* Who these 
gentlemen are is not stated, but I believe they 
are the two commissioners sent out by govern- 
ment; the one it is said chosen by government, 
the other recommended by some member or di- 
rector of the African Institution ; to examine 
into, and report upon the state of the captured 
African negroes apprenticed in Tortola. One of 
these gentlemen, I without hesitation assert, never 
Eiade any such statement, as the African Insti-* 
tution has published; and with regard to the 
assertion that one of these negroes was arrested 
ttpon his return from a voyage for " a capitation 
lax^ that cannot be true, because there is no 
capitation tax in Tortola on free persons. 

^ Three respectable gentlemen'' one a resi- 
dent of Tortola, the others well, and officially^ 
acquainted with the facts of the case, read lately 
in this country, the preceding statements, with 
expressions of wonder and astom^ment, at a 
narrative and colouring so different from what 

* Sttbetaoee ot the Debate in the House of Conunoos, &e. May 15, td23> 
|ag«8 294, SM^ ft 237. 
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iktiff own eyes and experience had taugKl tlieiir 
was the fact 

" Not only is tbe whole statement egregionsty incorrect," says one of 
ny informants, but he added, " I may say the circumstances of these 
people^ are the very reverse of what is. reported; Instead of living 
together upon the plantation in the manner stated, the males ramble 
here and there, erery where forming transitory connexions among 
and with the female Slaves, upon the neighbouring estates. Upon these' 
females, with other precarious means, they arc altogether dependent for 
sustenance. Most of the males have female Slaves for their wives, and 
consequently their children, when they have any, are bom Slaves. They 
do not cultivate their own land or any other in exportable Co- 
lonial produce. They possess little stock of any sort. They may, 
indeed, be pretty clear of debt, as I am sure no one would be silly 
enough to credit them to the smallest amount. In short they are 
an intolerable nuisance to people of all ranks, wherever they tailce 
vp their abode, whibjii seldom is long in one place. I remember, a 
few yearjs since, seeing one of them in the court-house attending a pro- 
secution of his against a gentleman of the neighbourhood, for an assault 
and battery ou his own person. The gentleman having found him in the 
VERT ACT of committing some depredation on his property, was from the 
fellow's unbounded insolence, provoked to lay his whip, which he hap- 
]tened to have in his hand at the time, over him. In the course of the' 
trial, when the defendant's counsel commenced his defence, he requested 
the plaintiff to come immediately opposite to him, for the purpose of cross 
examining him, when to his astonishment, and the astonishment of the 
WHOLE CO0RT, the counsel found, adorning the shirt collar of the plain- 
ly a gold sleeve button of his own, which he immediately daimed, shew- 
ing the court the fellow to it. The button had been stolen some time 
previous, by a female Slave belonging to the counsel, and wife to the 
flatntiff*.'*&c. 

'' The principal increase amongst these people," says another informant^ 
" proceeds from a connexion with Slaves and free people unconnected 
trtHh the Nottingham Canily. Qraci,- the wife of Jeffrey, is an enfran- 

* Thus far my first correspondent. He has returned to Tortola^ and 
«Mans to investigate most partioularlyi the past history of these people: 
{Letter, Nov, 24, 1823.) 
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•Used female, formeriy belonging to Mn^ FiutTT. Socli is tbeir is>W 
and mean condition that there are only two decent houses on the esta- 
blishment of LoNQLOOK, the one built by Jasper Rapsot, a freeman and 
a shipwright, who lives wilih Eye Nottingham ; and the other bnilt by 
JSFFBEY, a Slave belonging to Mr. PICKERING, a neighbouring proprietOF, 
and which Slave Jeffrey lived with Diana Nottingham. The ground 
belonging to this woman was partly cultivated by Mr. Pickering's Slaves, 
liired by their fellow Slave Jeffi^y to do so during their time when not 
engaged in labour for their master. Tlie greater part of the females liber- 
ated by Mr. Nottingham died without issue. Most of the males connected 
themselves with female Slaves, and were consequently relieved from the 
trouble of providing for, and supporting their children." 

" Besides their liberty and the land, Mr. Nottingham's negroes were left 
alegacy of £31 6.A6s, sterling by his sister, and which was paid to tben\by 
Dr. Dawson of Tortola. Not a fourth part of the property left to them, 
and some negroes also manumitted by Mr. Perceval, and Mrs. Vanterpool, 
and Mrs. Frett, remains in their hands. They do not raise one single article 
of exportable produce for the European market. They rear nothing that 
produces either taxes to the Colony or revenue to the Mother Country. 
By the labour of Slaves belonging to the neigbouring plantations they col- 
lect some means of barter, such as a littie fire-wood, and perhaps some 
country provisions, which they carry to the Danish island of St. Thomas, 
to market, and bring back from thence in exchange the coarsest Ameri- 
can productions and imports, such as a few boards and shingles, salt-fish, 
and similar artitles, not one of which is the production of the soil, skill, 
or manufacture of Great Britain.*' 

To these things which they bring back in 
exchange for their rude productions 1 would 
call the attention of the commercial interests^ 
the manufacturers^ and the Ministers of Great 
Britain. They bring back then, and they use 
the coarse produce and manufactures of the 
United States, which suit their contracted ideas 
and circumstances, and which they prefer to 
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British^ probably from the readiness with which 
these goods are exchanged for their rude pro- 
ductions. Thus would emancipated West In- 
dian Slaves supply themselves with the few 
necessaries they require, and from the produc- 
tions of a rival power in trade and commerce. ' 
With regard to the African negroes, 534 in 
number, emancipated and apprenticed in Tor- 
tola by Act of Parliament, suffice it to say, that; 
the expiration of their indentures being at hand, , 
a petition has been transmitted from Tortola 
to the King in Council *, imploring his Majesty 
to remove these negroes from the Colony, be- 
cause they cannot support themselves, and the 
Coldny is unable to do it. They form a distinct 
class of society, having never amalgamated with 
either the free or the Slave population. The 
latter class they despise, and that class in return 
look upon these emancipated Africans with 
jealousy, hatred, and contempt. As a proof 
that; manumitted Slaves will not labour, or hire 
themselves for agricultural labour, the petition 
from Tortola states that of seventy-six adults 
manumitted since the first registry in 1818, no): 
one is exclusively engaged in agriculture, and 
tut a few are partial cultivators. To seve^ty- 
three manumitted at different times, more thfl.n 

* Petition, dated 5th March, 1823, 
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360 acres of good land were giveii> yet only twe 
or three of that number subsist on the produce 
of the soil^ and two or three more are partial 
cultivators. Not ^ single instance has occurred 
of any individual from either class having hired 
themselves as field labourers. And unless tihiey 
betake themselves to cultivate produce for ex-* 
portation as the number of manumitted negroes 
increases^ they must cease to obtain a profitable 
market for the provisions they raise^ from the 
impoverished state and decreased number of 
people in the Colony. 

This picture^ which I believe is the correct 
one^ because the veracity of my correspondents 
is undoubted^ and because it corresponds with 
fwhat I witnessed myself in other places^ prie- 
sents a very different aspect of affairs from that 
put forward by the African Institution. 

The writers for that body seldom think^ or 
they would not be led into such gross and pal*- 
pable <satttradictions. From this account we 
learn the truth, in the face of their ttume^ 
rous assertions and libds, namely, that ne- 
groes are and may be emancipated without 
difficulty, and remain free, protected, awl 
not liable to be sold as Slaves thotsgk black. 
We learn also a more important fact, namely, 
that free labourers in Tortola,^ with the land 
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and houses, and moveable property in cash, 
given to them as a present, have been and are 
beaten out of the home market in the cheapest 
of all cultivation, cotton, by the same article 
produced by Slave labour in the United States, 
ajEid even in the very Colony of Tortola, w^ere 
cottoA ifif cultivated by Slaves*. They, these 
eafrancliised negroes, unencumbered, unembar- 
rassed, and paying no Colonial taxes, "virere 
Compelled to discontinue the cultivation of cot- 
ton, from ^ THE PRICE FALLING VERY LOW,'' This 

admission — ^this fact speaks volumes. 

Con3idering all these cases^ brought forward 
by the anti-Colonists, those, of the public w.ho 
DOiay 9ae them in the most favourable and san- 
guine point of view, will adopt Mr. Clarkson^s 
sentiments and say— ^ they can give us nothing 
like a positive assurance that the negroe Sliaves 
in our Colonies would pass through the ordeaL of 
emancipation without danger to their masters or 
the community at large." Certainly not. ^ Nor 
if these instances had been far more numerous 
than they are, could they, in this world of acci- 
dents, have given us a moral certainty of thiisf*'' 

* Here we have an answer to Hodgson's pamphlet on the comparatj^ye 
^MBpnoM of free aid Slave labow* A>r it k of little consequence which 
i».(hc»peat». if fim n«grq^ witt 90t work in lh« West India afrieiriimn 
for ffllph term^, and from such indjacen^n^^ as the yahie of Colonial 
pvadttctions isan afliiiid to ipiTe. 

t CUnekion't '< Thoughts;* page 18. 
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St. Domingo — adduced by Mr. Clarkson as a proof of 
the blessings afid advantages of negroe emancipation 
— his accounts relative to it in every point at vari- 
ance with historical facts. — True account of the 
rise and progress of the insurrection in it. — Horrid 
cruelties. — Island totally ruined. — British expedi- 
tion there in 1795, — Forced to abandon it. — Its 
former state and trade.— -Its present state and 
trade, from official and authentic documents. — 
Striking contrast... Miser able state of the country 
compared to what it formerly was. — Immoral and 
debased and degraded state of its population. — 
Sinking fast into their original barbarism.-'-PrO' 
ductive industry on the lowest scale, iic. iic 176 

Mr. Clarkj^on as a ^ fifth Case^ turns to St. 
Domingo, where he asserts that great bodies of 
negroes were emancipated suddenly, without 
danger, and with the happiest effect. It is diffi- 
cult to compress within moderate bounds Mr. 
Clarkson^s statements on this head, in which 
.historical facts are withheld, and more dis- 
torted and violated than ever was in any previ- 
ous case attempted by human ingenuity. That 
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I may not be accused of mis-statement^ I shall 
endeavour to condense in a note the points 
brought forward by Mr. Glarkson as requiring 
and being most deserving of notice *. To these 
the reader is referred for a view of Mr. Clark- 
son's assertions and hardy averments. 

* After noticing the ambiguous decree of the French Assembly, 1790, 
reUtire to the rights of the free coloured people in St. Domingo, Mr* 
Glarkson proceeds to state that it occasioned axumonties between them 
and the wkitef-^" disturbances took place and blood was shed." On the 
15th May 1791, the French Legislative Assembly, in consequence of a 
petition horn the free people of colour, decreed that ** the people of colour 
in an the French islands were entitied to the rights of citizenship, provided 
they were bom of free parents on both sides," This decree irritated the 
whites. "Both parties armed against each othei^— horrible massacres 
and conflagrations followed ;" in consequence of .which " the Assembly 
rescinded the decree in the same year.** This news reaching St. Domingo 
in 1792, enraged the people of colotir, which the Assembly learning, and 
percdving no end to these troubles, and resolving " to do justice, what- 
ever the consequences might be," sent two commissioners, Santhonax and 
Polverel, to St. Domingo. This state (<' of bad blood") continuing after 
tiieir arrival, at last broke out into open war on the 20th June 1793.— 
** The seamen left the ships in the roads and came on shore, and made a 
common cause with the white inhabitants of the town." They were op- 
posed " by the mulattoes and other people of colour, and these were 
afterwards joined by some insurgent blacks. The battie lasted two days 
— ^thousands were killed in the streets— half the town was burnt Only 
1000 troops remiuned in the place. The Commissioners detenmned to 
call in the insurgent Slaves in the neighbourhood to their assistance* 
They issued a proclamation by which they promised to give freedom tb 
all blacks who were willing to range themselves under the banners of the 
Rqpttblic. This was the fir$t proclamation made by public authority for 
emancipating the Slaves In St Domingo. It is called the proclamation 
of Santhonax. The result of it was, that a considerable number of 
Skvtes concerned were enfranchised." (p. 20, 21.) 

^ Pohrwrel left his colleague ^t the Cape and went to Port au Prince— 

N 
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In substance Mr. 01arksoD\s si^tements a- 
Qkount to this^ namely^ that the quarrels be- 
iween the French royalists and republicans — the 

there the negroes had become acquainted with what had ti&en place in 
thf North, and not only with the hiots at the Gape, hnt the proclama- 
tion of Santhonax." He saw the naceasitjr of extending the proclamation 
to the whole island. Accordingly, " in September, 1793, he drew up a 
proclamation witiiout further delay to that effect. AU the Planters ax^ 
cept one gave in their agnatures, and in the month of February 1794, 
the French Convention passed a decree for the abolttioa of Slavery 
duPQughout the whole of the French Colonies. This decree pat therefore 
the finishing stroke to the whole. It competed the emancipation of the 
whole Slave population of St. Domingo." (page 21, 22.) 

" Of those who were emancipated by Santhonax in the North, I do not 
find, in the various histories 1 have seen, any thing particulaii to com-, 
municate.. We are enabled to give a very pleasing account of those, 
emancipated by Polverelin the South and the West. The negroes, says 
Malenfant, remained quiet, both in the South and the West, and they . 
continued to work upon all the plantations. There were estates indeed, 
which had NEITHER OWNERS NOR MANAGERS resident upon them," be- 
cause they '' had fled to the quarter which had just been given up to 
the English.^ On those estates, the negroes betook themselves to plant* 
iKG PROVISIONS ; but on all the plantations where the whites resided, the. 
blacks continued to labour as quietly as before ; and not only so, but. 
there was a spirit of industry anu)ng them, and they gave no uneasiness 
to their employers." (page 22, 23.) 

Such was the conduct of the negroes up to the middle of 1794. '' Du- 
ring toe YEAR 1795 and part of 1796, I can learn nothing about 
them, though I have. ransacked the French historians for this purpose." 
Lest his readers should mistake dates, and blame the emancijkated ne- 
grpes, be it remembered, says. Mr. Clarkson, that ** the great massacres . 
and conflagrations, which at that time made so frightful a picture in the 
history of this unhappy island, occurred in the days of Slavery, before 
the .proclamations of Santhonax and Polverel, and before the great con- 
ventional decree of the mother country was known. They had been 
occasioned too, not originally, by the Slaves themselves, but by 
quarrels between the white and coloured planters, and between the royal-. 
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whites and the mulattoes, was the sole cause of 
the miseries of St. Domingo — ^that the negroeS 
did not emancipate themselves, but were eman- 

ists and reyolutionists, who, for the purpose of wreaking their vengeance 
upon each other, called in the aid of the Slaves ; and as to the 
INSURGENT negroes of the North, in particular, who filled that part of 
the Cplony in those years with terror and dismay, they were origin- 
ally put in motion, says Maknfanty by the royalists themselves, to 
strengthen their own cause, and to put down the partisans of the French 
revolution. When Jean Francois and Beasson commenced the insuri^- 
tion, there were many white royalists with them, and the negroes were 
made to wear the white cockade. I repeat then, that during the years 
1795 and 1796, I can find nothing In the hii^tory of St Domingo, where- 
with to reproach the emancipated negroes in the way of outrage." (p. 23.), 

*' From the latter end of 1796 to 1802," says Malenfant, '' the Colony 
was flouiisUng under Toussaint. The whUet lived happily and in peace 
upon ih^ estates, and the negroes continued to work for them." La- 
croix 8a3rK, when Santhonax returned to the Colony in 1796, '* he was 
astonished at the state he found it in on his return;*' ancf says the same 
anthpr,.''t^^ Colony in 1797, inarched as by enchantment towards its 
ancient splendour ; cultivation prospered ; every day produced percepti- 
ble proofe of its progress. The city of the Cape and the plantations of the 
North nse up viriUy again to the eye." Even Mr. ClailLSon Is stsggered 
at this, and with much simplicity adds, ** many other circumstances 
tiban t}ie mere emancipation of the Slaves in St. Domingo, may have conn 
tribilted to its growth; but I maintain, that ui^less, the negroes wba 
were then rRSfi, had done their part as labourers, both by working re- 
gulacly and industriously, and by obeying the directions of their super- . 
INTBNDANTS or mastcrs; the Colony could never have p^i^»ered, as 
rdates to cultivatbn, in the manner described." (page 24, 25.) 

Speaking of the invasion of St. Domingo, under Bonaparte, In 18(K2, 
Mr. Glsrkson says, ** a scene of- blood and torture followed, sud^as his- 
tory had seldom or ever disclosed, aud compared to which, though plan- ■. 
ned and executed by whites, all the barbarities said to have been perpe-. , 
trated by the insurgent blacks of the North amount comparatively to , 
nothing. The French troops were not the authors of ttariag to pieoeft ^ 
the negroes by blpodl^unds, or drowiung them, by seutttt^ and sii^di^ 

N 2 
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cdpated * 4t once and in a single day^'^.by order 
of the French Government^ and without danger 
or disturbance; for ihey continubd to labtfur 
upon the properties on which the proprietors 
• lived peaceably, without interruption or dis- 
turbance," till the invasion by the French in 1803, 
under Leclerc, the brother-in-law of Buonaparte, 
— " till that time the Planters had retained their 
property, and then it was, but not till then, they 
lost their all." p. 24, 26. 

Mr. Clarkson's principal authority in these 
statements is, " Colonel Malenfant.^ But he 
has not told us, who Colonel Malenfant i«u 
It is, however, of great importance to know thrs. 
Well then. Colonel Malenfant was one of the 
creatures — spies of the infamous and notorious 
Victor Hugues, one of the most savage of the 
worshippers of the Goddess of Reason, and who 

tluB Tesselfl—biit fHE planters." Mr. Clarkson mast know, that it was 
Ae French troops anid the French troops alone who perpetrated these 
horrors — ^there'were no French planters there to do or advise it " By 
the decree of Polverely sanctioned afterwards by the oonrention, the 
Slaves were made free at once, or in a single day. Two years before 
this liberation, the island was a prey to political discord, civil war, and 
foreign invasion. The English at the same time, were masters of the 
strong maritime ports, and were alarming the country by their incursions*— 
the Slaves had unfortunately been taught to imbibe political animonties, 
and to take the side of their respective masters, and had been familiarized 
to scenes of violence and bloodshed." ' Still '' the government of 
tikat island was I^nch, or white, horn the very infancy of emancipation, 
%b Ae arrival of Leclerc." (page 26, 28, 29.) Thus far, Mr. Claikson. 
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covered the West Indies with anarchy, ashes, 
and blood. Sent to Surinam to kindle up in- 
surrection. Colonel Malenfant was detected, his 
life forfeited ; but aware, that if he was put to 
death, other emissaries would be sent in his 
place, th^ governor bribed him to make a report 
to Victor Hugues, that insurrection was imprac- 
ticable in that colony ; which bribe he accepted, 
and was let go. Such was Colonel Malenfant, 
and such Mr. Clarkson's authority. 

Without a single exception, all the particu- 
lars of the narrative regarding St. Domingo, as 
stated by Mr. Clarkson, are at variance With his- 
tory, the history of our own times. To violate 
truth, merely for the purpose of concealing the 
atrocities of Slaves, and the consequences of the 
proceedings of rash iunovators, in order to throw 
odium upon the whites, their masters (for such 
only can be the object in view), is not more 
scandalous than reprehensible. When he states 
that the royalists called in the aid of the Slaves, 
in 1791, to put down the French revolutionists, 
he states what is directly at variance with the 
fact. 

The French revolution which, with its infa- 
mous principles, convulsed the world, and boasted 
to have been built upon the very foundation on 
which llljr.^ Clarkson grounds his charges against 
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our West India Colonies; namely^ ^nature 
and reason/^ (p. 56) was felt as might have 
been anticipated^ with the most terrific conse- 
quences in St. Domingo. The ami des nairs 
had their agents dispersed in the Colonies to 
counteract every thing that the Colonial govern- 
ments or the government of the mother country 
might do or attempt^ with a view to restore 
trimquillity or to preserve it. The latter in all 
their acts were agitated and tUstracted^ by a set 
of speculative atheists^ who eagerly sought to 
plunge their country^ and the human race, into 
the horrors of anarchy and bloodshed. / 

In 1790, the mulattoes under Ogh, rose in 
arms to obtain an equality of rights with the 
whites. They were defeated. They were sub- 
dued. On the 15th May, 1791, the French 
assembly decreed the equality of rights to the 
free people of colour. The whites refused to 
accede to the decree. The mulattoes remoii- 
strated, but in vain. In this state both wete 
assailed by a new and remorseless foe. On the 
iatal 33rd of August, a general revolt took 
place amongst the Slaves, but so far we*e 
the mulattoes from joining thetn> that they 
placed their children as hostages in the hands of 
the white authorities, and marched with the 
white troops against the common enemy. ' The 
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work of destruction proceeded with swift steps. 
Massaer^^ flaHM^s^ and violence^ spread over the 
^e plains of the Cape. In one week^ a space 
of 35 miks oftoxmtrj, cultivated like a garden, 
was reduced to a wilderness covered with ashes, 
carcases, and blood. Wherever the whites were 
found, they were put to death amidst the most 
excruciating tortures. The women were ravished 
by troops of barbarians, and afterwards slain, or 
reserved for ft repetition of their horrid degrar 
dation. Scenes of horror and cruelty fbllowcd, 
which it is utterly impossible to describe. Mr. 
Clarkson says, tibe insurgents fought under the 
" white flag.^ The first ensign, which the few 
tropps sent out upon the first alarm, to MrMgMi- 
f€fs estate, about five miles from the capital, 
saw, was ^ the body of a whitb infant imjHiled 
uiitm upon a ntake^ and borne by the negroes as 
their ^ standard.^ Why does Mr. Clarkson, 
like^the Edinburgh Review, suppress thLs horrid 
circumstance ? A few white men, indeed, joined 
and were foun^ in the rapk$ of thQ rebels^ but 
iK)t ^ itirtmy," nor ^ royalist^,'* as Mr. Clarkson 
asserts. One of these, and the chief cause of 
the revolt, was a monk, named Fef€ FhihmiMj 
rector of Linibe,.who caused thewhijt^ prisjp^ers 
to suffer, the most excruciating tormests^ in the 
rebel camp. He wai^ a scholar of the club ami 
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des noirs, — ^the Missionary of St. Domingo. He 
was afterwards taken jnisoner^ and met the fate 
he richly deserved^ for the horrors he had occa* 
sioned^ and cruelties he had committed*. 

* A few of tlie horrors committed in St. Domingo may be here no- 
ticed, ae a warning to those who have colonies peopled by African Slaves. 

Hie wife and three daughters of M, FaviUe while imploring mercy for 
him, saw the husband and father, cut to pieces before their eyes by the 
saTages. Carried away captives, they were reserved for a more horrid fiUe. 

On the estate of M, Oaili/et, the negroes, had been treated kindly to 
a proverb. When the revolt began, Af, Odektc^ the attorney, thinhing 
Aey would remain faithftil, went out to the plantation with a friend, and 
some soldiers. He found them in open rebellion, and their stmndard «mw 
the body of a white infant, which they had recently impaled on a stahe*, 
Ifimaelf , frietkd, and most of the soldiers were murdered without niercy, 
a ftw only of the patrole escaping, to tell the dreadful tale. 

Mr, Bien, an officer of police, was nailed alive, to one of the gates of 
his plantation, and his limbs, one by one, chopped off with an axe. 

A poor man named Eobert, a carpenter, was dragged' from his hiding 
place, and that " he might die in the way iff his occt^MiliM/' the aa^igcs 
deliberately sawed him asunder. 

M. Cardinneau, a planter of Orand Riviere, offered t^o of his own 
mulatto children money, to remain fidthfiil. They look the money and 
then stabbed their parent to the heart. 

In the parish of Limbe, at a place called Great Ravine, a venerable 
planter, who had two bcantiftil daughten, while he was tied down, saw . 
his eldest daughter ravished before his eyes by one barbarian, and his 
youngest delivered over to another, to be subjected to the same fate. 

Near Jeremie, a body of mulattoes secured M. Scjoume and hia uife, 

in their own house. The. monsters murdered the husband befSore Hie 

, eyes of his wife. She was fur advanced in pregnancy. They ripped her 

up alive, and threw the infant to the hogs. They then (how shall I relate 

it?) seweduptheheadofthemurderadhasbaadin---— —-—*.!! 

At 

"* The Edinburgh Review with that cool mafignity, wldch characterises 
it against the iHiite coloi^ts, conceals tiUs'drendlul tale, and excuses 
the murderer of M. Odeluc, by a direct falsehood, namely, that he treated 
the Slaves with great cruelty. 
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Though the town was preserved^ the country 
was laid waste. The energy and intelligence 
of a few Europeans^ however, after terrible 
struggles, were fast overpowering the ferocity 
and ignorance of savages, when another wt 
of the unsteady government of France re- 
kindled the flame fiercer than before. They 
rescinded, on the 24th September, 1791, the 
decree granting equality of rights to the co- 
loured people. This fatal measure soon reached 
St. Domingo.. The mulattoes separated them- 
selves from the whites and joined the negroes, 
and commenced a scene of similar horrors on the 
plains to the East of the Cape which had been 
perpetrated around it One Jeannet was pro- 
claimed chief, and by his orders General Paul 
Belin, who was suspected by him, was hewed 
to pieces and his remains cast into the fire. 
The finest parts of St. Domingo were soon and 

At aaother jikoe, a fw^ovrite negro murderad hii matter StreCehed 
OB the dead body of ber huabandy the viUain's mistreas, wu'^afterwardt 
sabjeeted. to the asiasBin's lust. 

AH the wMte and mulatto ehOdreny whoie fathers had not joined th6 
levidt, were mwdeced without eseeptloBy before the eyee> or olinging Ip 
Ae boflome of their mothers. Young women of all ranks were first vio- 
lated by a troop of baibarians, and fluently afterwards put to death. 
Some of them were reserved for the ftirther gratitcation of the hut of 
the savages, and others had their eym scooped out with a knife. 

Monsters such as these, deserved no mercy, and found none. When 
taken, they were pi|t to death amidst tortures the most excruciating that 
could be devised. (Speech Deputies, Zrd Nov, 1791, t9 French Assembly^ 
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completely reduced to the state of a wilderness 
covered with misery^ want^ and despair. Al- 
ternately defeated and victorious, yet gaining 
fresk strength, the revolted negroes returned to 
iUie charge. Scanty supplies and reinforcements 
arrived from France, and the bloody struggle 
and work of destruction was continued during 
the year 1792. 

Brissot, in 1792, procured the re-enactment 
of the decree granting equal rights to the Mu- 
lattoes, and Santhonax, Polverel, atid Allhaud 
were sent as commissioners to heal the discord 
in St. Domingo. Secret instructions from the 
friends of the blacks in Paris, and their own 
avarice, ambition, and ignorance, rendered bad 
worse. 

WhenSanthonaxandPolverelarrivedinSt.Do- 
mingo, they found the whites and mulattbes recon- 
ciled, and the insurgent negroes in a great mea- 
aure subdued and returned to their work* Those 
republican fanatics, however, quickly sowed dis- 
cord between the whites and mulattoes again, and 
tlie consequences were fresh tumults and extended 
revolt amongst the Slaves*. These, however, 
werei^ain, in a great measure, got over. On the 
12th and 13th January, 1793, their chief fort, and 

• St. Domingo, October 26th, 1 792, 
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kll tbeir lesser forts and cannon were taken^ aftd 
peace seemed upon the point of being restored. ^ 
fiabthonax^ however^ by his conduct blasted tiie 
iair prospect Encouraged by him^ the mulat^ 
toes and negroes^ on the I7th and 18th June> 
1793^ attacked^ wounded^ abused^ and insulted 
the whites^ who had given them no provocation^ 
nnd who applied in vain to the commissioners 
for protection and redress. A terrible catas- 
trophe was thus precipitated. The fleet and 
shipping took part with the white inhabi- 
tants. The mulattoes were fired upon as they 
approached the house of government to solicit 
redr»s. On the 20th^ a frightful contest ensued^ 
which continued till dark. The commissioners 
headed the mulattoes and the negroes^ and hav- 
ing the worst of it^ they then had recourse to 
thieir secret instructions^ and proclaimed^ June 
23rd^ the emancipation of all the Slaves in ike 
Colony y upon the condition of their joining 
them. From every quarter the Slaves rushed 
into Cape Frangois^ the capital, A general 
massacre of the whites, men, women, and chil- 
dren ensued. The whites defeMed themselves 
With the courage <rf deHpftit*. iThey W4*re 6f- 
dered toot to leave their houses. Wherii tbejr 

* St l>>mingo^ January 23rd9 1793. 
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did not, the negroes entered and butchered 
them in cold blood. Horror and carnage were 
general. The town was set on fire in various 
places^ and almost consumed. The shipping 
fled^ and bore with it about 2500 miserabie 
wretches; — ^whites^ who had the good fortune to 
escape with the loss of their all*. Several 
escaped to Jamaica with a few of their most 
fidthful Slaves^ where they settled and com- 
menced cultivating coffee. Terror and con- 
fusion reigned over St Domingo^ and negro 
supremacy was from that moment established^ 
and by the frantic conduct of the convention^ 
extended to all their Colonies^ and attempted^ 
with too much success^ to be introduced into 
the Colonies of Great Britain. During 1795 
and 1796^ Grenada^ St. Vincents^ and St. Lucia 
were desolated by -negro revolt and the prin- 
ciples of liberty and equality. 

In every point the truth is the reverse of what 
Mr. Clarkson has thought proper to state. The 
^rarities committed by the monster SanthoBax, 
who seems to be a particular favourite with Mr. 
Clarkson^ were incredible. In one kou£)e'36Q 
persons were shut up^ and burnt by the negrdes^ 
and the party attached to this inhuman com* 

* St. Domingo, June 24thj, 1793. 
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missioDer*. ^^ The cruelty of SanthoDU and 
Polverel/' said Veroeuil, " was horrible. Tke 
wife of La Goste^ to escape their barbarity^ 
after seeing her husband murdered^ threw her 
eldest child into the sea^ and seizing the othenr^ 
plunged withitintothe water, and was drowned-^-/' 

Revolution, anarchy, and slaughter, reigned 
triumphant in St. Domingo* So dreadful were 
the jscenes of carnage, that BounnoN, le (Hse de- 
clared, in the Council of &00, November 10th, 
1796, that of 450,000 negroes which were in St. 
Domingo in 1792, only 130,000 remained; of 
25,000 people of colour, only 15,000 remained, 
and of 40,000 whites, only 20,000 were left 
alive in 1795. Santhonax and Polverel, on 
tiieir own account, plundered 200 millions of 
livres;}:. While the loss of property to indi- 
viduals, bereft of their all, exceeded, at the 
lowest calculation, jf 100,000,000 sterling. 

In 1795, the British were induced, by the re- 
presentations of some French Colonial emi- 
grants, to invade St. Domingo. With a con- 
siderable force they obtained possession of tiie 
sea-ports and drove back the n^roes and re- 
publican troops to the interior. The climate, 

* Convention, October 14th, 1793. 
t n»id. August 22iiel, 1794. : Ibid. August j22]|d, 1794. 
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fitre soon made terrible ravages among tiiem^ 
and^ finding that ibe negroes were not to be re- 
duced to subjection^ they^ after great loss and 
expense^ finally abandoned the island in 1798. 
At the same time the wretched remains of the 
French white population abandoned a country 
overwhelmed with desolation^ retired to Guba^ 
from whence the Spaniards drove them away^ 
and finally^ several thousands of them settled in 
the United States^ and principally in New Or- 
leans> in the most wretched state of misery and 
poverty that could possibly be imagined; as 
gentlemen have informed me who helped to re- 
lieve them. 

Under the dominion of the British^ cultiva- 
tion again began to rear its head in St Do- 
mingo; but at their departure^ notwithstanding 
all the talent and despotic power of Toussaint, 
the wisest and best head that St. Domingo has 
had, since revolutionized, it quickly decayed;, 
and from that time to this it has been nearly 
abandoned. It is in this part of his subject that 
Mr. Clarkson^s disingenuity and misrepresenta- , 
tion are so conspicuously displayed. He ou^ht 
certainly to have known these facts — ^but, he af- 
fects to say, that during 1795 and 1796, he could 
find nothing in French historians concerning the 
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emancipated negroes in St. Domingo *. No i but 
he conld^ if hehad chosen^ have found plenty about 
them inBritish histoiians-^in the London Gazette 



* Mr. Clvkfon throws a reil over St Domingo in 1795 and 1796, and 
1797, whicli I shall endeavour sliortly to draw aside. The negroes, he 
skys, eontinned, he presumes, to work as quietly as before, while Santho- 
nsfic, jmd others, were astonished, upon their return to the colony, at the 
flotmidnng staie in which they found it. Mr. Clarkson omits to state 
thtA the districts of Grandbois, and Mirabelais, had been conquered and' 
preserved by the British ; and that into these flborishing districts, containing 
490 ploiHAtions, and 12,000 negroes, the rash decrees and authority of 
the comm&ssioners, had never been acknowledged or obeyed*. Here 
cultivation flourished. 

How quiet and settled the negroes were in the years alluded to, may 
be shewn from the official proclamations, both of our own, and of the 
French government, and their respectite authorities. In the proclamation 
of Admiral Parker, in the name of the late king, December 10, 1795, the 
latter qpesks only df *' the excess and universality of the calamities*' 
which had overspread St. Domingo, and adds, that it was the duty and 
" he owed it to the glory of his arms, to complete" the subjugation by force, 
— ^he ewes it to public morals, to annihilate a system destructive of ail the 
social bands which' unite the colonists ainong themsehes, and which unite 
the whole to one sovereign," and at the same time '* to extend his succour- 
ing hand to a miiltitude of worthy men, who groan in every part of the 
island, and invoke his protection f." 

Santhonax soon after his arrival, issued si proclamation, to bring tiie 
emancipated negroes into something like social o#der. He called upon 
them to devote themselves to industry, and agriculture and " to renounce 
that state of vagrancy which the Iftws of the republic would punish J" 
On the 21st March preceding, Toussaint inftjrmed Adet, tiie French 
minister in the United States, that he had with some (fifficulty, put down 
the muUttoes, who had rebelled, attacked and ill-treated the inhabiti^ts, 
and endeavoured to sei^ the reins of government, and dn the 14th Mif, 

* Port au Prince, Sept. 5 & 11, 1795. 

t Proclamation Cape Nichola Mole. 

: Ibid. May 15, 1796. • ... 
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for instance; andwben he affects to 'show us^ 
apon tiie authority of Lacroix^ the renovated 
state of Si Domingo around the Gape^ in 179J, 

1796, the commissipnen tiiemselveSy wrote to the Directory, that St. Do- 
miiigo abounded ** with projects of ambition, disorder, and pietensioaSy 
Ac," 

When the Spanish part of St. Domingo was attempted to be seiied 
on the part of the French Republic, the inhabitants solicited and ob«. 
tained protection from the British to arert such a fearful cidamitjr. 
What kind of men and what kind of principles these commissioners pro-, 
mulgated, the proclamation by General Forbes, 12th July, 1796, w31 
clearly point out to us. Addressing himself to the Spanish partof ihe 
Colony, he says, ** I have perused the procUunations of these hypocriti«- 
cal and perverse agents, whose first mission to St. Domingo was maik-^ 
ed with insurrection^ with the firing of the plantations, and the assassina- 
tion of their owners, &c." 

To i^ve a specimen of the scenes passing in the Republican part of St. 
Domingo, at this time, the following is deemed sufficient. Early in Au- 
gust, 1796, the French were defeated at Jeremie. The arrest of soma 
people of ^colour produced a serious insurrection. General de Vax^ 
nen escaped in a boat The rage of the mulattoes was principally di- 
rected against the whites. About one hundred were massacred. Sonie 
were butchered in a horrid manner, uid their bloody and mangled corpses 
were exultingly carried about the streets, and these scenes continued tIB 
the arrival of General Rigaud, put an end to the carnage*. 

The proclamation issued by Santhonaz, directing and commanding the 
negroes to return to work had no effect. " They refosed to return to 
. their labour on the plantations as he had enjoined, in a prodaraation, 
requiring those who had been formed into military corps to resume their 
work. They in answer alledged that being free men, they would only woriic 
when and as long as they pleased. Santhonax was conseqnentiy very mud» 
distressed, as he had persecuted the mulattoes with an idea that llw negroes 
would remain faithful to him ; they, on the contrary had dteconcerted 
all his plans, by threatening to retire into the mountains f.*' 

* New York, 21st October, 1796, from Captain Brown, an eye-wit- 
ness to the hdB, 

t Jamaica Gaxettes, August 1796-'a«thetttic acconnti flrooi Gape 
NSfihola Mole, July 21^d. 1796. 
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he has oinitted, purposely it would seem^ to state 
that thatcultivatioB and prosperity were only seen 
under British bayonets^ and vanished as soon 



Mr. Clarksoo states that he can meet with nothing regarding St. Do* 
mingo in French autliors of 1796. The foUowinj^ particulars from the 
!pen-<>f ci(£ve» DiiGRpY, insevlpd in the Republkan Frftn^aii, and ad- 
diieased to the French govemmevt, October 1796, may therefore. be ac- 
ceptable to him. 

l^f Dta^hinj ceded by Spain un the most dreadfiil and distressed 
State. CAns Francois, only 50 hovses remaining; Caprice commis- 
sioners, by their orders, consomed this ftoe city. Fort Morgit, a fourth 
vbsohifely destroyed. Port de Faix equally ravaged. Men of colour 
recently put to deaths 150 blacks of every age in this city, lids nde 
once the best ' cultirated — plantations, worlung-houses, magazines, and 
habitations, all laid waste. On the south, which extends from Cape Ti- 
heron, 70 leagues— here insurrection proclaimed by law — completely de- 
va8tated---«t this day exposed to the. horrors of violent anarchy. Pro- 
prietors bum, massacre, and destroy each other-— negroes closely imitate 
their example. Western part, from Cape Tiberoi^ to St. Nicholas Mole, 
,100 ;leiBgues, notf held by the British— reaped this year 20,000,000 livres 
in Sugar, coffee, &c., supplied the wants of the peop(e and extended tiieir 
own commerce. Cannot pass from these districts witiiout being mas- 
sacred by negroes, become savage from anarchy. Tl^fse negproes, by too 
fl|udden a passage from bondage to liberty, have fomied themselves into 
savage bands, which must remain the terror of all government. The 
agents sent out to St. Domingo, amu^edf themselves by preaching up 
• hsroc and destttfction. In last, Fioreai they published a fiystem of liberty 
Iree from the smallest controul, diverted themselves "by forming muni- 
cipalities of ignorant negroes — organized a banditti — ^inade generals, of 
men known for their barbarous ferocity— armed them agf^nst the whites. 
Sovereignty of the island lodged in the hands of about a d^^n barbarians. 
Whites, Europeans, or Creoles, made valets. Slaves, or vic^ms, to people 
of colour. French women, daughters of white inhabitants, cotnpeUed to 
act as servants and Slaves to negroes, under pain of death. Others nurse 
negro infants. No trade, no labour, nothing to exchange. Air infected 
from the unbnried dead. Hiese facts cannot be denied by the butchers 
pf the Colonies, who dread the moment thaf the nation will dcraahd ati- 

O 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



194 

AS they were withdrawn. More disingenaous 
condrict than this paraded by Mr. Clarkson I 
never met with^ nor to support a fallacious and 
dangerous theory, a more unfair concealment 
and perversion of facts. , 

From the death of Toiissaint, and the fioal 
evacuation of the country by the French in 1804, 
St.. Domingo has been ruled by a succession of 
tyrants, whose title has been the s^ord. Conti- 
nued wars took place between the mulattoes at 
Pot t-au-Prince, and the blacks at the Cape, 
ivlrich firiaHy ended fn th6 subjection of the Tat- 
ter to the former, under Boyer. Cultivatioii 
tes been attempted by them all, but with little 
success. From Toussaint downwards, the mus- 
ket and bayonet were substituted for the whifr; 
and the negro who would not w'ork was, with- 
out ceremony, shot. Such efforts were, howr 
ever, attended with little effect; and let Mr. 
Clarkson and the African Institution say what 
they will, the population of St. Domingo re- 
main to this day savages — ^lazy, ignorant, rude 
-rHaaore biarbarous by the change. 

Within these few years, and during the reign 

of Christophe, the master of a ship, (an old ac- 

1 

goroua acoouat of their conducts TUc blood of the people nms in great 
floods. ML means of agriculture and commerce arc destroyed. The Di- 
rector)* called upon to interfere, examine, ami punish the guilty. 
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lpiaiiitance)> assured me^ that were he to be 
e0ered,hisiiship as a. present^ he w>uld not, be 
iiulaced to return to that desolated spot. When 
tiiere^ enga^edm lawful commerce^ h^ n^yer^ as 
ihestated^ when he went adiiore felt confident 
of returning alive^ nor when>he went to bed 
bould he sajr he should see another momiiig; 
&Mh was the fearful tyranny and caprice of the 
despot who bore sway, and the ferocious^ tribe 
that obeyed him.> 

Twenty years have now elapsed since the last 
French invasion, and the deliverance of St. I>o- 
mingo from all foreign attacks. In that tin^e 
what has' she done? From the remaining old 
coffee and cocoa tree3 her miaerable population 
collect a scanty quantity of produce which their 
despotic master takes as his own, and by His 
agents exchanges it, chiefly with the Ame- 
ricans, for such supplies as they bring, which 
supplies are again retailed out, at the prices he 
may think proper to affix to- them. The culti- 
vation of Sugar in. what may be called the 
emancipated part, has dwindled down to 
almost nothing; and the Sugar cultivation; in 
the' Spanish part, now that it is enfranchised^ 
and come under the yoke of Bayer^^ will soon 
decay, and that quarter, like the other^ become 
comparatively desolate and wild. Christophe 

o 2 
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liiade every, exeftion to reatore Sugar cufitivi^ 
tion^ hut he fiuled. A certain (quantity of la- 
bour was: allotted to the negroes ; if &ey re- 
fused to work^ or neglected to work^ they were, 
at the outset^ frequently scourged with a bmndi, 
torn from the 6um-Arabic-thom*— 41 [tuniisb- 
:inent the most cruel that can be conceived. 
Subsequently the musquet was substituted/ and 
the. indolent negroes were shot. No one durist 
complain^ or make any observations on their &te^ 
All the efforts of the most cruel and relentless 
tyranny could not restore the cultivation of the 
cane in St Dpmn^o; ^d it is an undeni- 
able fact^ tlmt ftbe Americans find the importa- 
tion of foreign muscovado Sugar into some dis- 
tricts of St- Dbmingo^i^*«e«wiry and profitable 
article of commerct. 

From authentic documents and ofBcial it^tums, 

r$hall proceed tp lay before my read^w a^irtate- 

misnt of what was the sitaation of St/I^oiximgo 

previous to the insurrection^ andiwhat it is at^ 

preaeat day^which will^I ^prehend^ s^ikeeven 

the most thoagbtieBs etmancipe^r witli aiitonisb- 

{iiient and alarm. In 170i/ St Domingo was 

/the seat of coiidn^ce^ nbandance> and civitiza- 

; ti<m/,..T|jp returns ^^ trade^ and the value of 

* The prides sre ^xiremely long, kard^ and diafp like^ niBedks^^ ^t 
so l>ritUe tot when they penetrpite the fle»h they break h^ pieces and 
GsnnQt be extracted, and thus occasion locked jaw. The ** Ctowu of 
Thorns" for our Saviour was, it is supposed, made of this thorn. 
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of tUe property therein^ as given in to the French 
Legislative Assembly, stood as. utider^ via;:-— ^ 

St. Vqmwoo IV 1791.' 

\ Ib«k • Value IB lt\Te8.. . .. 

; Hayed Sugar --.---. 70,227,708 . 67,670,781. 

Brown jio.- 93,177,512 49,941,567 

CoffiBc -.-----. 68,151,180 51,890748 . 

Cotton -■-.-.-. 6,286,126 17,572,25!^ 

Indigo ..-.---- 930,016 10,875,120 ' 

Cocoa --..-.- 150,000 120,000 

Gayo, Ajaca (t Campeche - 1,500,000 140,000, 

Tortoise-shell 5,000 50,000 

Casks Molasses . : - - 29,502 1,947,132 

Pimcheons Taffia . > . . 303 • 21,816 

,, . Taaned Hides - - - - - . 5,186 93,348 

Untanncddo. 7,887 78,870 . 

Valueinlivresbf 6 80118 -*•-->- 800,301,634 

Sold in France for dio. do. (or nearly \ loo •j-tt j«ro 
. ;f8,000,0Wsterikig . / / ■ ^^3,377,468 

Droits percuM in do. - - 6,924,166 

tALOt OF PftOPtRTY £MPLOYED IN CULTUM!. 

;£it«tai. , No. Vflloeieach. V^ncin itvrts* ; 

. ClftyedSngar - - 451 330^000 103,730,000 

\- Brown do. - - - 341 186,000 61,380,000 * 

Coffee-: - - - - a^lO 20,000 56,300)000 

Indigo - - - . 3,097 30,000 * 92,910,000 

Cotton . - - - 705 30,000 21,150,000 

. . Cocoa Estate - - 69 4,000 275,000 

Gnildiyeries • - - 173 5,000 865,000. 

Tanneries - - - 3 160,000 480,000 

Fonrsa Cliattx Bri- 

queries & Potteries 437i 15,000 5,510,000 

Negroes 6n Esutes 455,000 2,500 1,137,500,000 

Horses and Mules . 16,000 400 6,400,000 

Horned Cattle *- - 12,000 120 1,440,000 

' Negroes not on EsUtes 46,000 2,500 115,000,000 

Tot4il livtes of 6 sous - - ^ . . 1,602,840,000 

In 
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-In 178if in the European trade, it employed 580 resseis, Krenfptng 
325) tons each, together 189,679 toii»— In the American trade, ^63 t(S^ 
8eto,ftS,74ft tons, or 73 tons each— in the Spanish trade, 259 yesselsy 
15,417 tons, or 59 tons each— in the African trade, 98 Tessels, which carried 
29,506 negroes, which sold at ^60 MerBng each. The imports from £n* 
rope were ValQed at 86,414,040 livres— from the Spanish colonies, 
9^17,123 livres— and from North America, 6,821 ,/07 livres. Theex- 
ports to the Spanish colonies, were ralued at 5,587,515 livres, and to 
North America, 4,409,922 livres. The number of white inhabitants 
amounted to 30,831, the mnlattoes and free people to 24,000, negroes at* 
tached to estates 455,000, and negroes not attached to estates 46,000 — 
together 501,000. 

Hie quantity of sugar above-mentioned, reduced into muscovado by the 
usual scale, and then into EngUsh weight, is equal to 230,570,107 lbs. 
above half the quantity that all the West India colonies, with the except 
tion of Cuba, now produces. 

Of the Spanish part of t^is valuable island the information at so late a 
period is not so correct. As far back as the beginning of last century, it 
produced 15,000 chests of 7cwt. each, all clayed> which is 105,000 cwt. 
and equal to 19,992,200 lbs. muscovado. There can be ne question 
that down to the year 1791 the quantity nnui have been very conrider- 
ably increased. 

In 1791^ the insurrection broke oat> and cul- 
tivation and commerce ceased. Upon the au* 
thority of P^rrat^c/^ the intendant^ the following 
is the quantity of the different kinds of produce 
exported from the 14th July 1794^ to the month 
of September 1796^ a period of twenty-seven 
months: — . 

White Sugar, value in livrcs - - 15,790 

Brown ditto - 3,922,568 

Syrup and Taffia ..... 90O 

Coffee .--...,.. 5,013,569 
Cotton ...---.--' 170,984 
Indigo ..-..-.-. 11,590 

Total 9,135,401 
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' Here we liave a striking proof of the fetal et 
fects of negro etnaucipation, aind a direct contra- 
diction to Mr. Clarkson's averments of tTieiV good 
conduct knd ^ continiting to labour as before.'' 

In 1805 the export of Coffee from St. Do- 
miDgo was estimated at SO^OOO^OOO lbs. btlt 
that was probably too much. At present the 
expert of Coffee (the only article of produce 
it may be said to export) is- certainly under 
20,000,000 lbs. St. Domingo has no merchant 
ships* Her trade is carried on by foreigners, 
and is chiefly in the hands of the Americans 
and British. The former have by far the largest 
share. The whole exports are certainly under 
^9^900,000 per annum, as the annexed returns and 
calculations will shew ♦. In the American ira- 

* I'ort au Prince is suppoied to have half the trade of the island. For 
tlie first six months of 1822 the fdlowing was the trade of that^porl. 

Dollar*. Tons. 

Imports erom United Sutes • 411,292 9,9:^5 

Prance - - - l;i6,558 1,218 

• Hritish - - - 200,192 1,196 

Germany U Flolland 203,1 63 1 , t61 

Port au Prince, Sept, 7, 1822. 

BRITISH IMP0RT8 OF TIIRFOLLOWING ARTfCLrS, VIZ. 

Sugar. - Coffee. 

1814 2,113 — 

1815 30,659 — 
181(1 10,920 -^ 

1821 1 17 78,083 cwls. 

1822 41,632 

Par, Pap, No. 57 and 63 of session 1823 j No. 218 of session 1822, And 
No. 490 of session 1821. 
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ports and exports in particular^ it must b^ 
recollected are included the exports and im- 
ports to and from the Spanish part so lately, 
annexed to the republic^ and in the estimated 
value of the whole^ freight and charges are 
also included. The trade of St Domingo is 
certainly not above one sixth of what it for-, 
merly was> if so much. Of the present popu*: . 
lation I have seen no accurate accounts. It is 
estimated by several writers but evidently 

The contrast which the trade of the United States with Cnba and Hayti 
affocdi, is very ttrikin§r» thof :— « .: 

Imports from Exports to 

182] Cuba - 6^84,589 Dollars 4,540,680 Dollars. 

Hayti - 2,746,257 .. 2,279,601 .. ' 

of wUch the pridcipid aiticlei stand as under, yis. 





, HAYTI, 


CUBA. 




Value. 


Value. 




Quantity. Dollars 


Quantity. DoUait. 


Sugar, white lU, - 
brown . . • 


24,241 1,631 


20,601,6721 2 M6iWa 
41,361,231 / 2,!«6;«3 


Coifise .. - 


8,394,393 1,801,150 


8,570,937 


Molasses gi. - 


13,024 1,694 


6,190,894 


Indiffo df. - 


322 690 


1,822 


Spirits gs, ' 


3,069 1,092 


69,422 


Cocoa tbs, - 


181,938 15,981 


— 



National Intelligencer, January 1822, and Official Report for the year 
ending September 30th, 1822. 

The exports of Coffee from St. Domingo or Hayti will stand thus :*- 



To United States, 1822 - - . - 
Great Britain, 1822 - . - - 
Germany and Holland, suppose 



8,394,393 lbs. 

4,662,784 

6,000,000 



Total 19,057,177 
instead of 68,000,000 lbs. as in 1791— what a falling off is here! The 
imports of Hayti are also not now one/i/th what these formerly were ! 
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from no sufficient daiaf at 500,000. This nuin-" 
ber is certainly extiggerated, particularly as 
we learn that the ^ open cotnitry contains only 
detached cottages at great intertds.'^ On the' 
other hand the destruction by the insurrection, 
as stated upon the authority of Bourdon de 
l/Oise, is probably exaggerated, and if we taie 
the population of the French part of St. Do- 
mingo from 350,000 to 400,000, we shall proba- 
bly not be far from the truth. 

Of the present state of society in St. Domingo 
the following account extracted from a recent re- 
spectable periodical publication, is I have reason 
to know, an accurate portrait. The picture of 
the old negro man of 60 with an old wife and a 
young one, and two families all naked, is truly 
African. From this account we learn that the 
** negroes have as yet made little progress in 
civilization — the interior of their huts priesents 
scarcely asingle article of use — no bed, nor tabie, 
nor even so much as a chair^ — that ^ the cere- 
mony of marriage is but little attended toby the 
mulattoes, and by the blacks not at all;^ while 
^ both the Sugar and indigo plantations are, 
permitted to go to ruin.^ 

" St. Domingo^ 1822. 

' " An interesting and eridently accurate account has just appeared 
from the pen. of a gentleman, of , the present situation of St. Domingo, a 
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epfMulerablf time resident in, anU veceatiy r<t(»rne4 from that tf 1^ *. 
'' In this country," says the writer, ** theru is to be witnessedf coun- 
tenances ftom tlie jettest black in all the gradations, until the distinction 
ftom a widtc Is acartely pero^ptl^Ie; aikito be faimd, a ped|il« apeakinf 
a vaxiety of languages : fugitires from Cuba» who can speak v>nl}' a kui4 
of Spanish jargon; from Jamaica, whose only language is a sort of 
broken English; emigcants froin-Caragoa, talking Dutch ^ and the on- 
g^al hisdcs 40)4 inu)#ttoes of 4hf island^ whose li^^age is a Sort of 
broken French.. There ane, besides, several white people settle in Hayti^ 
nidres of Europe and America, but who arc not permitted to interfere hi 
aoy govefpa^enf. jatit,tiBtM. ^r^vions to ^e rero|utip9, (ho^} pttk^ mv^ 
lattofs who possessed Slaves treated them with, far move cruelty than the 
white planters ; and from this cause, no doubt j Ims arisen the feeling of 
dislike on the part of the negroes to the mulattoes. .The latter oonsider 
t)ic negroes as their inferiors, and refrain from being on any familiar 
footing with them. The feelings of animosity that are at present ob- 
servable amongst the blacks and mulattoes will be an obstacle to Hayti 
enjoying a laptiag peace. At tiiis moment the negroes would manage 
very ill without the assistance -of the others. In general the negroes have 
as yet made little progress in civilization The consequence is, all the 
principal oflices under Boyer arc managed by tiie mulactoes, J^m tfa«. in- 
capacity of the blacks ftnr such employment. It is in the army the ne- 
groes are found most useful. 

The population of the towns consists principidly of mulattoes. The 
louses are in funeral erected of wpod ; for the- inost part not higher than 
one story. The feniales have Uie charge of them, and not only attend pa 
the sales, but almost invariably make the purchases themselves. Indeed 
80 eoraplete a cypher is the husband in their mercantile transaetionSythat 
bis name is never mentioned in the wholesitle merchants' books. I could 
never discover any ostensible employment the men had. They appeared 
to spend their time in listless indolence, eonsuming the greater part of 
the day iit smoking segars. So intent are tlie Haytian fair on making 
money, that their passion for gain seems to overcome the tender feelings 
of the sex. This was strongly evinced in tlic conduct of a mother, who, 
being at some distance, when she hei^rd of th? dangerous liln^s of bar 
daughter, she wrote, expressing her sorrow, but telling her that till she 

• Edinburgh Magazine for December 1823, p. 126—138: extracted 
fmm the Journal of a gentleman who lately visited the island. 
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got her basiness accomplislied, which wouM require wjmt tAtot, she 
could not return. 

The negroes have lost none of their savage character, which, with fih« 
freedom enjoyed by the Haytiaos, under the republican form of goTem- 
menty renders them, in every respect, most disagreeable servants. II 
is not sufficient that these fellow's wages are exorbitant. Flattery 
must likeinse be made use of to get them to work. To have any 
thing to do with them requires the greatest exercise of patience possible. 
The foreign merchant, however respectable his circumstances, has to 
cringe and behave with every submission to those black vagabonds. He 
is not permitted to use any compulsory measures. If he appear^ at all 
out of humour, he will only be laughed at; they delight in bringing to 
the remembrance of white people that they are no longer Slaves. 

** Many of them have coffee plantations, and, from the high price 
which that article has for some time' brought in the markets of Europe 
and America, they have acquired greater riches than they know what to 
do with. Some of them were pointed out to me who were said to pos- 
sess many thousand pounds, but there appeared nothing indicative of 
such wealth. There are others of the negroes, however, who live in the 
rudest state possible. In general they have a few coffee-trees, but their 
exertions are seldom equal to produce them any comforts or luxuries. 
llie interior of their huts presents scarcely a single article of use j no btd^ 
nor table, nor even 90 much at a chair. In one of these miserable habi- 
tations which I entered, was seated, in one comer of the room, on a mat, < 
a young female negro, about twenty years of age, yfiTB threb infants ; 
and in another comer, a more elderly female, with a family more ad- 
vanced. Both were the wives and families of the proprietor of the house, 
a negro apparently about sixty. The women wore nothing on tbeir 
bodies except a chemise, made of coarse Osnaburgh. The younger of 
the two was suckling an infant, and two round apertures were made in 
the garment, through which the full breasts projected, and were entirely 
exposed. The husband had no clothing, with the exception of a pair of 
Osnaburgh trowsers, the upper part of his body being i^ltogether naked. 
AH the younger branches of the family were in a sUte of entire naked- 
pess. This abode presented upon the whole such a spectacle of wietched- 
pess, as to make me naturally conclude that, notwithstanding they en- 
joyed the freedom of their own, will, yet, in point of comfort, their fitun* 
tion would not bear a comparison with that of any Slave in oui* plantations. 

The manners of the better classes of the mulattoes and blacks partake 
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o/flie French. Even among the lower classes, it is not uncommon to obtiervtf- 
two wretches, almost naked, salute each other after the French styleJ 
Hie meanest inhabitant of Hayti, considers himself upon a footing not 
only with his own countrymen, but with any Strang that may come in 
Us way, whaterer may he his rank, wealth, or information. The religion 
throughout the whoU republic is Roman Catholic. It Was, however, only 
lat^ly^ that the head of that church took any notice o^ the blacks. While 
1 was in Hayti, eleven priests and bishops arrived direct from Rome, to. 
tike charge of the church in that part of the world, and were receired 
with the greatest respect by Boyer. He, however, has since had reason 
To believe, that those gentlemen were attempting to make some innova- 
tk>ns in the government, and he has consequently obliged every one of 
them to leave the country. The religious affairs of the Haytianq will 
therefore be managed as formerly, any person becoming their priest who 
sets up pretensions to that holy character. The office of tlie priest has, 
heretofore, been generally filled by adventurers from the Spanish Main^ 
and has been a profession attended with no small emolument. The ex- 
actions of the priests from the ignorant blacks, were enormous. For 
giving absolution, their customary charge was one hundred dollars, and 
for attending a funeral twenty dollars. 

Sunday is the orkat ^market day of the Haytians. On the morning 
of that day, crowds of country people are seen pouring into town, with 
baskets of their different commodities. The markets are over about nine 
a. m. at which time it is customary to go to church. I remarked that 
TERY FEW of thc Haytiau men attended the church. The churches, how- 
ever, were alwajrs well crowded with women, who appeared to join very 
devoutly in the devotions. The men spend their time at home, and make 
this a day of feasting. I am inclined to believe, that the Haytians know 
but little of the pleasures of domestic life. The ceremony of marriage is 
but LITTLE attended to by the mulattoes, and by the blacks not at all. 
They, in general, attach themselves to one female, but incontinency is 
no uncommon matter among them. Frequently, besides the person who 
passes for thdr wife, they have one or two other mbtresses. It win 
"ocfcasion surprise, no doubt, when I mention, that no Haytian female b 
peiinitted to marry a white man. lliey are not, however, prevented 
'from redding with foreigners, as their ^' friend i \'* and niosf of the 
fondgft merchants resident in the Republic have farmed such connectbiB, 
•inrittcipally with mulatto ladies. They are excellent managers of honte- 
^Id matters, and give a preference to living with white people, both on 
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ncoount of t^ielr being more K(NDLY treated thaa with the ma&'of Iheir 
own colour, and becaiiae they are better supplied with-dremj • paaaloii 

, iQt which, is .a predominant feature in their character. The variety and 
elegance of their wardrobe will seldom be exceeded. - It it no uncom- 
mon matter for a respectable coloured. Haytian woman to possess np- 

. wards of an hundred Madras handkerchiefs, of different patterns, thirty 
or forty gowps, and other dresses in proportion. Their nUnds, however, 
are but poorly informed. In general they can read and write, but thek 
reiwtiag is of the Ijigfatest nature, consisting chiefly of French plays and 
novels, 

In the war which took pUce between the negroes and their maaterSy it 
was not to be expected that care could be taken of the fine plantatioils 
previously in the island. Both the Sugar and indigo plantations wefe 
permitted TO go to ruin; and the only remains of the French md^siry 
in this delightful island are the coffee trees, which now constitute the 
^^walth of the Haytians. Coffee being now the only article cultivated by 
them to any extent, and the plantations of that article not having been 
tNCREASED sincc the French lost their possessions in St. Domingo, the 
trade of the country has in contequence diminished. The yearly produce 
of Hayti is calculated to be tliirty millions of lbs. of coffee, or about 
fifteen thousand tons, which, at a hundred pounds per ton, would only 
yield one million and a half sterling. The imports into the country should 
not exceed that sum, for (»>i!Se9. being the only article alloir^d to beet- 
ported in return, any increaee 'Upon Ihe imports must occasion a loss to 
the parties.. concerned. The imporitf heretofore into Hayti, have, always 
verjr greatly exceeded in value! what the country had to export in 
return, and the natural consequence has bisn, that the trade has been 
a ruinous one for those concerned. From the competition that has 
in consequence arisen, credit has become very cheap, and the goods 
of the foreign merchant have frequently been put into the hands of those 
who were by no means entitled to credit. The outstanding debts due by^ 
this description of Haytians to the British adventurers amount to a veiy 
large sum, of which there is but little chance of their recovering any 
part. Twelve months is a customary credit in HaytL I believe myself 
justified in asserting, that few or none engaged in the trade to the repub- 
lic of the blacks have been successful in their adventures ; on the con- 
trary, that all of them are dlsigu^ted with the result. The trade to that 
part of the world, like every other which has opened to the enterprize of 
the British merchant, haA been overdone. 
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No foreigner or white nmn caq commence business in Hayti, withoikt 
« "patent from the gorcmment, for which he pays 'sixteen hundred doltirs 
mmualty. The principal expense of thidr government is an allowance 
made to their President of fifty^ thousand dollars a-year. Tlieir arm^'y 
which amounts to about twenty-fire thousand men, is but poorly paid. 
During the time the French were masters there, if a white and a mttlafto 
went into a coftrt of justice, the latter could seldom expect anyrcdrett. 
The reverse is now completely the order of things ;* and T cannot conclude 
this letter without expressing my opinion, that the white residents In 
Hayti are by no means to be envied. The frequent mortifications irUdh 
they are subjected to, and the danger which they EVEkv i>AY Rtm of 
being sacrificed by the fury of some ruffian negro, with the great waht 
Of society, of books, of every thing tliat can make life agreeable, ^- 
ders dteir situation not only unpleasant, but scarcely supportable for any 
length of time. 

The funerals in that climate, even among the natives, are very fre- 
quent. Scarce a day that I was at Jacquemel but one of them took place, 
and sometimes more. The funeral forms a grand procession. The male 
' and female attendants appear in full dress. "Hie men are atdred in black 
coats, and chintz or nankeen waistcoats and trowsers. The dresses of 
the women, by far the most numerous groupe, are composed of white 
mudSn gowns, white silk stockings, white kid shoes, and yellow Madras 
handkerchiefs tied in the form of turbans round their heads. In one 
hand they carry a white muslin handkerchief, their neck !» surround^ 
with a gold chain, their fingers covered with gold rings, &c. The funie- 
raU aiford the ladies an opportunity of dUplaying their fine dresses, and 
tiiey crowd to this parade as to a ball-room. 

Boyer, the present president, was formerly a tailor. He owes his 
elevation to his wife, formerly the widow of Petion, whose favour he 
contrived to gain. Port-au-Prince is the most unhealthy town in the 
whole island of St. Domingo, and perhaps in the whole world. The 80« 
ciety here is, however, better than in any of the other towns of the re- 
public. There is, however, only one English lady in tlie whole town, 
who, with an Irish lady at Auxberges, form the sum total of our fair 
countrywomen whose fortunes have led them to the dominions of presi* 
dent Boyer." 

" The character of the population of St. Domingo, says Mr.T — -n, is 

THE WORST ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH. EVERY MORAL TIE OR FEEL- 
ING IS UNKNOWN AMONG THKM. Instruction is little attended to, as the 
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open country contains only detached cottages at great inteiralt. In tHe 
towns there is some industry*. In the country there is reiy little. There 
is no kind of exertion amongst the people, and the local authorities have 
no power to compell them to labour.*' 

On the 1 5th January^ 1821, Mr. Evarisie 
the missionary in St. Domingo, thus writes :— 
^ Every door is shut against us, and we are de- 
prived in every possible way, of liberty to act 
according to the Gospel, or our own conscience, 
or the light of truth. This city is a burden 
to me, on account of the fearful and hor- 
rible things which I see, particularly the ha- 
bitual and sinful violation of the sabbath. We 
are like sheep exposed to the fury of wolves. 
For me I am considered by them as one depri- 
ved of reason, a fool and enthusiast. The 
only thing which keeps me here is our dear 
society, which languishes like a tree planted by 
the side of a flaming volcano ♦.^ The difierence 
between our West India Colonies and Hayti is 
strongly exemplified in the success of the me- 
thodists amongst the population of the respective 
places — converts — 

Whites. Black & coloured. 
British Colonies - - 907 23,763 

Hayti — 56 1 

* Methodist Missionary Report, 1821, p. 94. 

t Methodist Conference, July, 1822. — Debate on Buxton's motion.— 
' l^uhlii^hed by African Institution. 
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-To use the words of an able writer, Hayti is 
* not merely relapsing into barbarism, but 
sinking fast under an odious combination of the 
darkness, ferocity, vices, and superstitions of 
all colours and' all nations: unredeemed by the 
virtues of any ♦." 

Such is St. Domingo— such the state of her 
population, and such her commerce, trifling as 
it is engrossed and borne away by commercial 
rivals, in whose hands it must remain while St. 
Domingo remains as it is. Vet in the face of 
these notorious facts, Mr. Stephen in his new 
and most intemperate attack upon the West 
India Colonies, has the boldness to tell this in- 
telligent nation that by the ruin of these Co- 
lonies ^ WB MIGHT REGAIN AND ENGROSS THE VALU- 

APLE COMMERCE of JFfoy/i; which, iij complaisance 
to Jamaica, we have foolishly renounced tl!'' 
Where Mr. Stephen received his commercial 
education I know not. Let him point out if 
he can, the period when this country pos- 
sessed that trade which by making our West 
India Colonies like St. Domingo he asserts we 
could ^ regain.'^ And when he is called upon 
to do this he will find it as impossible to shew 

* Official tetter from Bahamas, 29th July 1823, p. 25. ' 
t Stephens' " Negro Slavery." Preface page 22. 
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how this country " might engross'* the trade of 
Hayti^ as it is impossible for him to shew from 
any page of history — ^from any act of the British 
Government^ that they ^ foolishly renounced Hi^ 
trade (valuable i) of Hayti in complaisance to 
Jamaica," 
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Binaftdpttion of the Negroes in Cayenne. — Fatal 
eofiseqtiences to themselves and to the cutti^kUion. — 
Both rtdned. — The same consequences ensued in 
Oaudalaupe during the Rights of Man. — The same 
in Grenada.— Steele's scheme in Barbadoes a de- 
lusion and deception. — Natural and political causes 
occasioned the increased rttums of his Estates. — 
Disbanded West India Black Soldiers — their bad 
Character. — Mr. Clarkson*s singular Argument, 
that if we Emancipate our Colonial Slaves, the 
Slave Trade, and Slavery throughout the World, 
will be rooted out. 

In his enumeration of the benefits and advan- 
tages which African Slaves derived from eman- 
cipation^ Mr. Clarkson has inadvertantly for- 
gotten Cayenne. In 1799, the French Direc- 
tory directed Victor Hugues to emancipate 
the Slaves in that colony. Their number 
then was about 11,000. Between 4000 and 
5000 only, were persuaded to remain on the 
plantations, and work as hired labourers. But 
they worked only by fits and starts, and the 
planter had no security in their labour for taking 
off his crop. When any of them fell sick they 
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were left to live or die, as might happen; medi- 
cal men, having no longer any security for pay- 
ment for their labour and skill, left the colony. 
The majority became gamblers, (40 billiard 
tables were set up), drunkards, thieves, and 
robbers. A strong garrison, however, kept them 
in nominal subjection. At the end of two years 
the French Consular Government directed them 
to be reduced to their former servile state. 
Their number was mustered and found to be 
only 8,y00, having decreased 2,300 in two years 
by their own profligacy. Such were the eflFects 
of sudden emancipation in Cayenne, without 
either convulsion or bloodshed. 

The same disastrous results, were seen in the 
island of Grenada, during the period that rebel- 
lion was successful. All labour and cultivation 
were abandoned by the Slaves, who burnt down 
all the Sugar works, that they might not be called 
upon to labour any more. In Guadaloupe, also, 
under the sway of liberty and equality, and of 
Victor Hugues — the emancipated negroes relin- 
quished labour and cultivation^ and became idle, 
dissolute, and profligate, in the extreme; — a 
nest of robbers and pirates. 

Leaving St. Dommgo, and omitting Cayenne, 
Mr. Clarkson turns to the conduct and proceed- 
ings of Mr. Steele, the proprietor of an estate in 

p2 
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Barbadoes, called Kendal, one of the fi0e$t in the 
island. He went to Barbadoes at an advaiiced 
period of life> changed the whole system of 
management, and tasked the negroes, tried 
them by juries of each other, paid them so 
much for their work, made them what he called 
" copyholders^ by which he changed the whole 
face of affairs on his plantation. He got his 
land holed at one fourth the former expense, the 
negroes attended to their work, did not ^ crowd 
to the sick-house as before,^ did treble work, 
raisied enormous loads of provisions, produced 
immense savings; in short, the " result '^ of the 
plan " was highly satisfactory to himself In a 
plantation of 300 negroes, though under an 
honest manager, there had been only 15 births^ 
and 57 deaths in three years ; whereas, under 
his system, in four years, there were 44 births 
and only 41 deaths, and ^ the net clearance of 
the estate was above three times more than it had 
been 10 years before *.*' 

Now all this statement is very plausible and 
very pleasing, but like many other statements it 
wants that most important ingredient truth. 
Upon reference to Mr. Steele's books in Bar- 
badoes, those of his executor who continued his 
system, and the records of the Court of Chancery^ 

j * CUurkion't ** Thoughts,** page 38, 39. 
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in that island^ it appears that at the commence- 
ment of his system in 1780, there were on 
that estate, 288 negroes, and at its close, 1797> 
oiily 240*, while the surroanding properties 
had a general natural increase. The crops 
diminished oi^ot'^ one fourth ikk^ quantity pro- 
duced under the usual mode of cultivating the 
cane, and managing the negroes. The expense 
of cultivation was accordingly diminished, and 
as the price of Sugar was double in the latter 
case, to what it was in the former, the retnrnis in 
per centage, ^ay have been for this reason in- 
creased, but not from the system established 
by Mr. Steele. 

Mr. Steele^s boasted ^ Copyhold System,'' 
completely failed ; the negroes would hot work 
the lands allotted to them, which Mr. Steele, in 
consequence resumed. At Mr. Steele^s death, 
the negroes were found to be in a most wretched' 
condition, from the effects of hard labour and 
disease, brought on by debauchery, and in short, 
there is not a man in Barbadoes acquainted with 
Mr. Steele and his mode of management, but 
declares that his system was the worst, the most 
odious and tyrannical that could possibly be de- 
vised. I have seen various documents from 
Barbadoes attesting this fact, and as " the So- 
ciety for the Propagation of the Gospel,'^ have 

* Letter from Mr. Haynes to Mr. GladBtoiie. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



214 

an estate in the neighbourhood of that whkh 
belonged to Mr. Steele, the respectable gentle- 
man who had chaise of their estate will, I have 
no doubt if applied to> confirm the truth of what 
is here stated. 

After his death, in 1797, Mr. Steele's estate (he 
had managed it seventeen years) was so much 
involved, that a sale became necessary, and, 
after paying off the incumbrances, but a small 
sum remained *. 

. Little trouble however is necessary to place in 
a correct point of view, the whole secret of the 
greater returns made by Mr. Steele s estate for 
yiw/ryear^ after 1780 than before it Natural and 
political causes occasioned it, even in the face of 
his injudicious experiments. For several years 
previous to 1780, most of the Windward Is- 
lands, and in a more particular manner Barba- 
does, were desolated by that insect so destruc- 
tive to the cane, called the ^ Borer ^^ but more 

^ Just M thiB sheet was putting to the press^ a frielid put into my 
hands a letter from Mr. Henry Sealy, who lived for eleven years in the 
neighbourhood of Mr. Steele's estate, and who, during all that time, wit- 
nessed the operation of the copyhold system. His account corroborates 
fully all I had heard from other quarters, and states most decidedly, that 
the copyhold system was most oppressive and injurious, and that the 
Slaves rejoiced when a change took place. Mr. S. was one of those gen- 
tlemen who were called to appraise Mr. Steele's estate and negroes after 
his deaths and he says, that he never witnessed a more *' defective gang 
of Slaves," ruined by bad management $ the estate was always out of order, 
and always backward. 
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especially by the ravages of the *^Canb Ants.*' 
The latter destructive vermin, (never before nor 
since seen in the West Indies,) literally covered 
the fkce of the earth, and consumed every green 
thing. If they came to a river they chose a still 
part of the stream, and marched forward m 
ranks till the dead formed a bridge for the living 
to pass over. When they perceived a fire they 
rushed into it from all sides, till they ^xtin^ 
gaished it by the number of their dead. In 
riding along a road every footstep of the horse 
was distinctly marked amidst the swarms crushed 
to death. They made their nests under the 
roots of shrubs, hedges, plants, and more espe-' 
cially the roots of the canes, and consequently 
cut off the nourishment which should have sup- 
plied the plant. The destruction of crops and 
of all country provisions were the results ; and 
hence, with little or no Return of produce, a 
heavy expense became necessary to feed the ne- 
groes with imported provisions. 

The tremendous hurricane of 1780 took place. 
— One physical evil removed another. — ^It tore 
up every plant and tree by the roots, poured an 
irresistible deluge into the recesses where the 
^.nts had formed their abodes, drowped aud 
«wept th^n all away. They disappeared from 
that terrible day. After this event, the land 
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which had for years remained in some measure 
fallow^ produced most abundant crops; whilst 
the value of produce from Barbadoes became 
greatly enhanced from the capture of so many of 
our islands by the French^ during the latter years 
of the American war *. The destruction of St. 
Domingo in 1791^ raised the price of Sugar still 
higher^ and the introduction in 1794^ of the Bour- 
bon^ or rather Otaheite cane into the Colonies 
tended during 1796 and 1797^ almost to double 
the crops in the Windward Islands; the crop 
of which years was taken off and shipped before 
Mn Steele's deathy which took place in the end 
of October 1797. 

Mr« Clarkson may not know these facts^ or he 
may find it convenient to pass them over. Still 
they are not the less true^ and are to me quite 
sufficient to account for the increase of revenue 
from Mr. Steele's estate subsequent to 1780^ 
and not only so^ but I am convinced had the' 
management been judicious^ under Mr. Steele's 
authority^ the returns^ under all these circum- 
stances^ ought to have been a great deal more. 

Having considered and settled every thing in 

* Aboat 60,000 hogsheads sngar anniiisllyy were thus kept back from 
the BritiBh maiket During three years, the Island of Grenada, for in- 
stance shipped little of its crops ; these lay on hand, piled up in the 
curing hoQses, and, after the peace of 1783, were ponrcd into the British 
market. . 
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his own way^ and to his own mind^ Mr. Clark- 
son comes to the decision ^ that emancipation is 
practicable^ without danger^ for,^ says he, /^ I 
have not been able to discover (and it is most 
remarkable) a single &ilure in any of the cases 
which have been produced *.'' The result is di- 
rectly and intoto the reverse. To the instances 
already adduced, I add the following, from the 
Bahama official report :— ^ The disbanded black 
soldiers, that have occasionally found their way to 
these islands," says that report, " have uni- 
formly been the veriest vagrants in existence,^ 
and the terror of all around them. Of the last, 
two that found the means of living here for any 
length of time, one was hanged 18 months ago 
for burglary, and the other saved his neck only, 
by turning king's evidence, against his compa- 
nion: a precious specimen of those corps, the 
dissolution of which, Mr. Wilberforce (Appeal, 
p. 67) so deeply regrets -j-.'' 

There are but two points more, inthe pstm- 
phlet of Mr. Glarkson, on which it is necessary 
to animadvert. The first, (and this is the point at 
which he is all along driving,) — there is, he ob-, 
serves, another consideration, worthy the atten- 
tion of the abolitionists, viz : that a public at- 

* Clarkflon'8 ** Thvugktt,** 
t Official Letter from BahamaB, p. 18. 
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tempt made in England to procure the abolition 
of Slavery, would very much promote their ori- 
ginal object, the cause of the abolition of the 
Slave trade; for foreign courts, have greatly 
doubted our sincerity, as to the latter measure ; 
and have, therefore, been very backward in 
giving us -their assistance in it. * If England,'' 
say they, ^ abolished the Slave trade from mora] 
motives, how happens it she continues Slavery? '^ 
The simple answer of England to such a 
question would be, do you as much as I have 
done, and then we will confer upon what ought 
further to be done. But because foreign nations 
continue the Slave trade, are we to ruin our 
colonies altogether, in order to take the chance 
of our enemies, and rivals, relinquishing that 
trade? Our proceedings in this business, are 
sufficiently wild and dangerous already. We 
need not, by adopting the proceeding here re- 
commended, render ourselves the laughing stock 
of the world. 

Secondly, we are told, that " if Slavery was to 
fall in the British islands, this event would oc- 
casion its death in a given time, and without 
striking any further blow, the execrable trade 
would cease in every quarter of the world.'* 
Our abolition extended and aggravated the 
trade. The ruin of our colonies will raise into 
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greater prosperity the colonies of rival powers. 
Does Mr. Clarkson really believe, that to sink 
our West India Colonies, in the ocean, would 
abolish Slavery in the United States of Ameri- 
ca, in India, in the other nations of Asia, or 
remove the evil, from Africa? Mr. Clarkson is 
not so weak or so ignorant, as to believe any 
such thing. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CHAPTER IX. 

Daring calumnies of the Abolition Society and their 
writers. — The Rev. Mr. Cooper's statements — his 
conduct and proceedings examined atid exposed. — 
Mr. John Meabry'$ hideous charges refuted upon 
oath. — Affidavit, Mr. Robertson, Jamaica, on this 
head — important. — Shameless and dangerous system 
of ESPIONAGE carried on by the African Institution 
against the West India Colonies. — Dangerous pro- 
ceedings of their spies and informers — attended with 
the most ruinous consequences, 2fc. 

JLEAVING Mr. Clarkson, I turn to that scan- 
dalous publication, ^ Thoughts on Negroe 
Slavery," See.; which forms the text-book for 
an article in the first number of the Edin- 
burgh Review, alluded to (No. 75). It is 
scarcely possible, and is indeed unnecessary to 
follow the ^ licentious^ author through all his 
tortuous paths and misrepresentations. His 
fabric is built with materials supplied by two 
worthies, viz. the Rev. Thomas Cooper, and a 
Mr. I. M., whose initials, before 1 conclude, I 
shall be able to decypher. 
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Mi\ Cooper shall come first. Prom the narrative 
put forward by the African Institution in his name, 
we learn that he was sent out by Mr. Tlioma 
Hibbert to his estate, Georgia, in the Parish of 
Hanover, Jamaica, to bestow religious instruct 
tion upon his Slaves. Mr. Cooper was autho- 
rized to adopt his own plans — ^he was made 
quite independent of the other white people 
connected with the Slaves — ^he reached the 
estate on Christmas-day 1817, and with his wife 
remained there three years, when he quitted the 
island and returned to England, considering it 
useless ^ to consume his time'' in attempting to 
bestow ^ religious instruction'' upon the " Slaves 
who had no time to attend to him," and to whom 
he could only ^ preach twelve times a year." 

" Mr. Hibbert" says the publicaUon in question, " was at the entire 
expense of Mr. Cooper's mission, and spared no outUy which he thought 
likely to contribute to the comfort of his Slaves. There were about 400 
attached to the estate. By Mr. Hibbert's orders the crop of the estate had 
been reduced from 400 hhds. to 300 hhds. that the labour might be ren- 
dered easy to the negroes. The law allowed one day out of crop each 
fortnight exclusive of Sunday, to the Slaves for cultivating their grounds," 
but '* the proprietor of Georgia was more liberal than the law. The 
l^naiwere allowed for this purpose (and other proprietors Mr. Cooper 
thinks may have been equally liberal) every Saturday out of crop." Not - 
withstanding this, their time for religious instruction was found insuffi* 
cient, and ** accordingly it was agreed that, out of crop an afternoon 
orery fortnight should be allowed for religious worship and instruction." 

" Tben is no regular marriage instituted amongst the Slaves — the wo^ 
men wUl say they would ni^t be such fools as be confined to one man. The 
greatest villain in a moral point of view, may be and sometimes is, the 
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most viduiibl^ SUre." In inflicting pnnmhmwit the master or oreneer 
*' has no written rules to guide his conduct — ^in point of fact, Mr. Cooper 
heUeves that the limitation of the number of lashes to thirty-nine is prac- 
tically disregarded. Sunday was the only day which was allowed to 
the Slayes, during crop, for cultirating and keeping in order their pro- 
vision grounds. Sunday is the only market day. The state of morals 
and religion is as bad as can well be imagined, both among whites and 
blacks. The regular church service was not at aU adapted to the blacks. 
The curates and rectors said they were of no use to the Slaves as instruc- 
tors. Female children at an early age are made the mere instruments of 
licentious gratification. When visitors stay all night on an estate, tiiey 
are accustomed, on going to bed, to desire the domestic who attends them 
TO BRING THEM A GIRL, wlth almost as little ceremony as they would 
ask for a candle, &c *." 

To quote more is unnecessary — these are the 
leading charges and statements upon which all 
their reasonings and arguments^ and schemes are 
grounded, and a more hideous system of misrepre- 
sentation and calumny was never before thrust for- 
ward to mislead a moral and religious community. 
The first point necessary to be ascertained is the 
veracity of the man who makes such statements. 
Fortunately Mr. CJooper has enabled us, and 
from his own lips, to determine that his testi- 
mony is not worth a straw — ^ particle of dust in 
the balance in this case. He has told us that 
" the greatest villain in a moral respect, may 
be, and is sometimes, the most valuable Slave ^ 
• — ^the assertion is untrue. It is impossible^ nor 
will any man who is not fit for Bedlam credit 

* Negro Slavery, pages 36-^4. 
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the tale. The imiBoral Slave is always the 
worst ; he soon becomes a burden to his master 
and to himself — ^his vices soon cut short his 
days. Mr. Coopw in page 48 tells us that 
the white mfitster in inflicting punishment ^ has 
Bo written rules to guide his conduct;'' while 
in tiife previous page (47) he tells us the black 
drivers by the Slave Act are ^^ limited to ten 
stripes.'' The same law regulates the power 
both of blacks and whites. Mr. Cooper's pro- 
lific imagination however, does not stop here, 
but takes a bolder flight, to make his ignorance 
or malevolence more conspicuous. He tells us 
that Sunday is the only day during crop allowed 
to the Slaves ^ for cultivating and keeping in 
order their provision grounds *." Unless the 
laws of nature are of late reversed within the tor- 
rid zone, what Mr. Cooper states is physically 
impossible. Crop time extends from December 
till May. The dry season during that period 
renders cultivation impossible or totally useless. 
Mr. Cooper may as well tell us that the British 
farmer cultivated his lands in winter instead of 
summer. The two cases are undeniably similar, 
and knowing this we ascertain that Mr. Cooper 
knowslittle of Jamaica; and if the great and grand 
operations in the physical world either escaped 

♦ Negro Slaverj', p. 38. 
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his observation^ or are misrepresented by bim 
it shews that his assertions on points which he was 
less likely to see so constantly and so openly^ 
are not worth attending to in any one instance. 

His direct charges of universal and undis* 
guised immorality — carelessness about religion 
— and the total absence of marriage amongst the 
negroes; these points will more appropriately be 
answered when these heads come under consi- 
deration^ as included in the appeal of the abo- 
lition committee to the people of this country. 
Here it may suffice to state, that the charge of 
immorality amongst the whites, is generally 
speaking, untrue, or Mr. Cooper must have kept 
company with a different set of beings from 
those that ever any one but himself met in 
the West Indies. The stories were no doubt fa- 
bricated and imagined, or conjured up in Eng- 
land, where he accounts himself safe from the 
indignation of a deeply insulted people. 

Having considered Mr. Cooper's statement, it 
is now time to turn to other authorities. Mr. 
Cooper was indeed sent to Jamaica in the inde- 
pendent situation, and under all the favourable 
circumstances stated. He staid three years. He 
returned to Britain having done nothing to for- 
ward the object of his mission, and in addi- 
tion to the story of the negroes, having no 
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time to receive religious instructio{i> he spreads^ 
after bis arrival^ through the medium of the Af- 
rican Institution^ a variety of tales, of cruelties 
and abuses Witnessed by himself in Jamaica, 
particularly on Mr. Hibbert^s estate. Now mark 
the conduct of the Rev. Thomas Cooper. Did 
he ever lay those tales before the local authorities 
in Jamaica? No ! Did he lay them before His 
Grace the Duke of Manchester, the governor? 
No ! Did he during the three years he resided 
on Oeorgia, or after he arrived in England^ 
when he visited and conversed with and was 
questioned by Mr. Hibbert about his estate and 
his Slaves, ever complain to him of their want 
of time to receive instruction, or relate any of 
the cruelties he circulated ! No ? Did he ever 
lay those charges before His Majesty's govern- 
ment? No! ^ Nursing his wrath to keep it 
warm," he comes to England, lays them before 
the African Institution, and the first intimation 
which Mr. Hibbert received on Mr. Cooper's 
authority, that his Slaves were ill treated, was 
about the time when Mr. Buxton's motion was 
announced. Immediate steps were taken to send 
these charges out to Jamaica. Satisfactory refu- 
tations are already arrived, and Mr. Cooper's 
statementi^ will be met with victorious contra- 
dictions. 
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To a tfian w&o could act such a disitigetiuouii 
part, it is evident no credit is due. Nor is there 
a reasonal^e being not within the atmosphere of 
the African Institiilion, who can believe, for a mo- 
ment, that the excellent master, who, at such an 
expense, sent a religious pastor to his Slaves — a 
master who ^ was more liberal ttian the law* — 
who reduced his crops one-foufth part foi* their 
ease, and who allowed iheiii half-a-day each 
fortnight for religious instruction, during seven 
months in the year, over and above Sundays, 
and the other time allotted to the cuhivaiion of 
their grounds, would have refused them suf- 
ficient time to receive religious instruction? 
The thing is an absurdity even to imagine, fie- 
2$ides, where, let me ask Mr. Cooper, is it that 
the peasantry and labourers of any country have 
SK> much time to devote to religious duties as 
Wr. Hibbert^s Slaves had, even according to 
Mr, Cooper^s shewing? 

The people of Jamaica should know some- 
l^ing of these matters; and their account, pub- 
lished in the Royal Gazette* and other papers, 
is to the following purport : — 

'^ Mr. Cooper had a most liberal establish- 
ment on Georgia estate. Five or six domestics 
were appointed to attend upon him and Mrs. 

* Jamaica Royal Gazette, July 26th. 
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Cooper. Every (Utiliiy Wats given to fes niis- 
sioii. The negrdes oft the estate, 6t ihe greater 
part of thfem, attended hSs first, d66oftd; aiid 
third Ie6tiire ; but Mr. Coopef teaching the ne- 
^oes that ^ Je'sits Christ wd^ a very odob iirXN; 
dnd a good preacher ; but that he wajs' NX)f srriri 
Son op God, or our SaviouV* ^ doctrine wtich 
they were never taught before, they refused aiiy 
longer to attend him. His application to the 
mahagei^ to compel them to do so by flogging 
thein Was resisted. Unacquainted with the na- 
ture of negroes, Mr. and Mrs. Cooper, like 
every newly-arrived European, took ip, serious- 
ly, every trifling faiult, and sent their domestics 
to the overseer to be puiiishea ; and this wasre- 
pfeatled so often, thaJt the overseer refused to do 
so withbut inquiry into the offence, which, when 
he did inquire iiito, he generally found frivoWs. 
Those who wish to be informed of the exaniple 
oi niibrafity set by Mr. Cooper and his family, 
ftiaiy cbfisuit the journal referred to, and Mr. 
Cooper may tell, if he chuses, what took pfeiee 
at the overseer*!^ table on the day he preach^ 
hii^ farewell sermon ; aiidifhedbes not e:x!plain 
what his ^^ peculiar views'! on religious subjects 
are, they will be explained for hiib, upon evi- 
dence furnished by himself. — At a gentleman's 
table he ventured to broach his Unitarian prin- 

Q 2 
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ciples^'but the reception be met with^ conyinced 
bim that there were some persons who enter- 
tained a serious regard for religion in Jamaica.^ 
His religious principles^ says the journal in 
question^ ^ were too dangerous to be broached 
in private company ; and he had no more faith 
in (])hristianity than Tom Paine^ or a Jewish 
Rabbi.« 

Such is Mr. Cooper, and such his veracity ! 
There is but one point more which I shall 
notice^ to shew the absurdity of attending to 
/such authority. Just as he was leaving the 
island, and going on board the vessel in com- 
pany with the captain, they saw, on the streets 
pf Li^cea, an old man who appeared to have 
|)een recently flogged, his posteriors bleeding, 
and exciting no attention. There can be no 
doubt (and I have been so informed) that this man 
so stajpding and so seen in the public streets, was 
a negro, who had been punished by order of tiie 
magii^trates ; and to raise a cry of lamentation 
and horror on that account, is just as fair and 
proper, as for any stranger or person here to do 
ISO upon their happening to see a culprit in a 
similar state after a public whipping. I notice 
this merely to shew the kind of stuff with which 
the accusations of cruelty against our Colonists 
ari^ made up, and being obliged to have re- 
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course to such as these (which are even touched 
with fear), shews that they are destitute of any 
other*. 

In support of his vile system, the '^ Au- 
thor of Negro Slavery, &c/^ produces " the 
evidence of Mr. J-^- M — ,'* who, we are told, 
and very probably truly, ^^ is the son of a res- 
pectable tradesman in London, who, wishing 
to do something for himseli^ went out to be a 
book-keeper on Bushy Park estate, St Dorothy^s, 
Jamaica, early in January 18S22.'' The abolition 
committee give his ^^ oral^ testimony thus; 

Evidence op Mr. J— M-"*-% 

J. M.18 tlie son of a respectable tndesman inLondon, wbo, inshingr todo 
sooiethiiig for himself, went out about the beginning of the last year, 1822, 
to the island of Jamaica, to be a book-keeper on Bushy Park estate, in the 
parish of St. Dorothy's, a large estate, belonging to a wealthy and liberal 
proprietor, and which has therepntataonof being managed aa well or rather 
better than usual f. He had no complaint whatever to make against the 

* And here it is with some regret I take leave of the Reverend Mr. 
Cooper, without a full exposure of his *' peculiar views" of religion, 
his double and deceitful conduct, his praise of the treatment of Slavea in 
Jamaica while there, and his gloomy accounts of their treatment as made 
in Britain, and lastly, his bitter attack upon a worthy and respectable re- 
ligious class of men, who have done much good in our Colonies. Though 
I could state the facts to which I allude, from Mr. Cooper's own corres- 
pondence, yet, I find that by doing so I should (though without any 
just foundation) give Mr. Cooper and his supporters cause to carp at the 
conduct of a highly respectable gentleman already engaged in a corres- 
pondence on this subject with fdr. Cooper : bul th^ day of ezposun, wiU 
^me, and sufficiently early for Mr. Cooper. 

> t New Hall estate also belongs to him. 
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oinieryattoriiey»or overseer, for any hanh or ankind treatment of himself | 
W the 'sti^ of tilings he found thete was so gprating to his feelings^ that 
he could not have ranainedyeyen though hm hbalth had heen ^uite ua^ 
affected^ which^ however, was not thb case j and after a few wbbks' 
reddence on the estate, he resolved to return to England, in which he 
met with no opposition. His statement is as follows :^ 

** The Slaves op the esmte were constantly attepded by drivers with 
cart or cattle wlups, which they were in the habit of unng as here carmen 
use their whips on horses ; and occasionally one or more Slaves were or- 
dered out of the line of work, laid prostrate on die ground, and received 
a few lashes (from two to three, or teaJl on ^idr po^teriprs, for no other 
offence that he could perceive or ever heard of, but that of being indolent, 
or lagging- at their work, or being late.' He saw a few working with iron 
colUrs round tl^eir necks, connected with each other by a chain ; a punish- 
ment which, he understood, was usually inflicted for running away, and 
continued sometimes for several weeks. The huts of the Slaves were 
very indifferent, and almost destitute of furniture. On Sunday they 
either attended market, or worked in their own grounds ^ but none 
went, or were expected to go, to any church or place of worship ; nor 
did he ever see or hear of any instruction, religious or otherwise, being 
bestowed upon them. Many of the Slaves had women liting with them 
•a theur wives ; hut as for marriage being used, either as a means of d- 
TiUzation, or for any other purpose, he never even heard the word men- 
tioned as it respected them. He understood that the white servants were 
not allowed to take those women who so lived with particular men; but 
as for any others, they not only chose and took such as pleased them, 
hut they were expected to do it as a matter of course. Accordingly, he 
was INVITED BY THE OVERSEER to foUow the general practice, the veiy 
first day he arrived on the estate. In a spare house, kept for the occa- 
sional use of persons coming thither for a few days, were women, whom 
he understood to be at the service of whoever came to occupy the 
APARTMENTS, and two of them were spoken of as the children of a former 
proprietor. 

** But littie provisions appeared to him to be given to the Slaves. Her- 
rings and such fish, rather as sauce than as food, were given them. But 
they had grounds allotted them, and the Sunday, throughout the year, 
for thdr cultivation, witii every or every other Saturday, out of crop- 
time (the practice on this head differing) and while strong and in good 
health, this he thought might do very welh But in crop-time (on some 
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estates nearly liall the year) they could haiM Tevy little leisure or imIIm. 
tUm to iMTk lor themcelwa^ beiag oltcn gveati^ fiii%«NMl 1^ extra night- 
work attd watohiM^. He midcniood' ttat^ b^ ttie tew of Jamaiea, only 
t^irty«aiiie lashes toold be> ^ven a% once ; bat he wns told, oa the spoi; 
liMil an o^efseef< eould easily, when b& dfitfposed, evade it/' 

The charts here brought forward, re«:ch€d 
Jamaica in course, aud the foilowiug aiSdavit^ 
from the persons so fooUy slandered has beeu 
published and sent home to Biritain to njeet ^nd 
repel these scandalous and &Jae accusations. 

AFFIDAVIT.* 

Jamaica, *^. — Si, JJorothy, 
WiUiam Robertson, of the parish of St. Dorothy, plantt^r, overseer of 
Bushy Park estate, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith — that he ]\atli 
read, iq a printed pamphlet, brought by the last pajcket, a staten^ent of 
occurrences on said estate, said to be grounded on the infonnatipn of. one 
John Meabry — deponent saith he was overseer on said estate when said 
Meabry came there last year^THAT Meabry vfas tiikke rROM foui^ 
TEEN TO xiQHTEEN DAYS, and was incapable, in mind aqd opportunity;^ 
of eo(|.uiring any knowledgjB of the concerns of the estate, which aay one 
of a c^did dispoution would receive as evidence. In verification whereof 
^ponent saith,, that Meabry was almost unceasingly in tears, and undec 
the utmost dejection of mind, in so much that he took to bed and coo- 
fined hiinself a grea^ part of the time — that when he walked out it^ras 
usu«Jly about the works, towards the mansion ox great house, and, npv&c 
towards the fijcldp where the i^egroes were at work i except, as .deponent 
has just heard, one afternoon he walked there, when nc circumstance hj^ 
relates occurred, but came back impiedia^ly, as the book-keeger with 
whom he went informed deponent. Tl^it Meabry never was employed in 
any way on the estate, nor is his name entered in any book— he ^as 
wholly incapable of seirvice, ai^d was merely entertained, and t)iat in the 
most i^ospiTABLE AND ENCOURAGING manner, until he should re-embark 
— th^t Meabry*s dejectioi^ appeared so inveterate and extraordinary as to 
excite deponcntis suspiciQn, if it proceeded from filiai affection only — 

* See St. Jago dc La Vigo, and Jamaica Royal Gazette, Aug. 30th 1823. 
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that when hubed-liiien was to be changed, deponent caused it to in^ez- 

am&ied> and OISCOVKBED'THAT he- LAB0I«£D under a SBtERB LDB4 — 

that Meabry then^ and not before, submitted to moSkaX remedies, ad- 
ministered by Dr. Inehbald, who resided in the hfruse, bat is since dead 
—that Meabry, as deponent has since heard, took medicinb for that 

COMPLAINT ON BIS PASSAGE OUT ! 

In refutation of the statement of the pamphlet, deponent saith— the 
whip is carried by the driyers as a badge of office, and its main use is for 
orders, as a drum amongst the soldiers, or a whistle among sailors — ^it is 
smacked to direct the hour of rising, and resuniption of labour after meals. 
In the evening, when the negroes are housed, it draws attention to orden 
for the work of next day, of which the driver of each gang is the organ, it 
is sounded occasionally at night, to ascertain if the watchmen are at- 
tentive I each of whom understands the call impropriate to Inmself, and 
is expected to answer. As an instrument of correction, it is strictly pro- 
hibited on Bushy Park, except in the presence, and by orders of the over- 
seer. No driver would presume to use it on the gang at work — no 
instance of it is known to deponent — the negroes are too well acquainted 
with their rights not to complain of such a violenofr^they complain freely 
of every thing which displeases them. The only latitude allowed a driver 
in the field is flagellation by birches, seldom used for any other fault 
than late appearance at woric, and then only for a great frequency of that 
fault. — Therefore, deponent most positively asserts, that J. Meabry is 
guilty of a gross falsehood in stating that on Bushy Paric the negroes are 
driven to work by a cart whip, as a carman drives horses-Huid that 
they are occasionally ordered out of the Hue of work, laid prostrate, and 
flogged by the driver with his whip. 

What Meabry saw were collars of iron-hoop and chain, smaller than 
used in workhouses. The negroes he saw were Dublin, attached to 
Fhcenix £ark Pen, in St. Ann \ Captain, to Newhall, in St. Thomas in 
Vale, both properties of Mr. Mitchell ; and Henry, to St. Jago estate, in 
Clarendon, for which Mr. Mitchell is trustee. Deponent found them in 
such confinement on coming to Bushy Park. They had run away from 
the difi^erent properties, and were brought to Bushy Park, firom woriL- 
hduses, for transmission to their homes; the confinement was only such 
as the law authorized for securing runaways. Deponent took their pro- 
mises of amendment, and released them. Dublin ran away the next day. 
The negroes of Newhall sent to entreat that Captain might not be sent 
back to that estate, as he plundered them, and was every way obnoxious 
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— imd Henry plainly declared, if sent to St. Jaga, he would run away. 
The two latter are now at large on Bushy Park. 

Deponent solemnly declares, that all the time Meabry was at Bushy 
Park, no other Slare was so eonfined, nor could he hare heard it was cus- 
tomary there, for deponent further declares, no such punishment is or 
has been, during his management, nor that of any of his predecessors, that 
he has heard of, practised at Bushy Park, so that Meabry's assertion in 
respect of such punishment is absolutely false. 

There are two distinct sets of negro houses on Bushy Park, distin- 
guished by the negroes, as the towns of Kii^fston and Port Royal; each 
surrounded by a substantial ring fence to preserve their pigs, poultry, &c, 
every family, or party, again incloses a space for separate use, by stocka- 
does or otherwise; these are considered sacred — the industrious, and 
respectable, build and acconunodate themselves as they please, and to 
unlimited extent; they have kitehens, ovens, tombs of brick work, Vene- 
tian windows, entertain company, and have four-post beds as good as 
many white persons. The poorer sort, or less industrious, are helped 
whenever they ask for repairs to their houses : an elderly mason ^las no 
other work to do ; they require little furniture, but may havie it to any 
extent dieir industry affords, and some vie with white people in their 
acconunodations. 

Bushy Park is three miles from the parish church : deponent is a pretty 
regular attendant, and exhorts the white people and negroes to attend. 
When the negroes complain of drought and other calamities,, deponent 
takes the opportunity of impressing on their minds, that it is owing to 
their neglect of religion. On the three great Christmas days, great num- 
bers of the Slaves of Bushy Park attend the church— at other times the 
leading characters only attend, but it is left to their choice ; it is not 
forced on them. Deponent believes some of them occasionally go to 
the Spanish-Town church. In this Meabry cannot be taken for a wit- 
ness, he was only two or three Sundays on the estate, and then sick, and 
childish, he did not go near the church. 

Deponent does deny most solemnly, that it is a matter of course, or a 
permitted things that the whites may connect themselves with the female 
Slaves who have no other connections, or may select them as they choose 
—such licentiousness is as littie tolerated by deponent, as by any father 
of a family in London ; no doubt it exists in Bushy Park, but deponent 
saw none of it, and should feel it a duty to reprobate it ; and it is known 
as a rule of the house deponent occupies, where Meabry was entertained. 
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n afe aomc other of the book-keepers, and the medieai attemlant, that 
panishment will silrely follow tl^e detection of' any female coming to the 
house for such purpose. On his oath, deponent declares Meabry's as- 
sertion^that deponent invited him to do as Others in that respect, is grossly 
false. Is it'creditaible that any one aiming at public esteem could «o so- 
licit a totat strangm^a poor dispinted pnling oreatore, with liis hand- 
kerohidf always at his eyes, and with a deep-seated foul disease ? ' D^k»- 
nent is positive that even' jocosely We never used to Meabry any 
expression of tiie tendency so falsely asserted.' 

Spahe House. — ^Afeabry ean mean no other tiian the mansion, or what 
is called the great house ; towards this he usually waBced eariy in the 
morning, in company with the book-keeper in charge of the stock-yard 
there situated. 

' This house is untenanted almost the whole year, and never occupied by 
any soul except the planting attorney, wlio may come libere occasionally 
for halC a day — seldom to sleep : Mr. McLean, a married- man, now and 
then takes abed ; Mr. J. Mtchell usually went to his own house; except 
also very rarely his Grace the Duke of Manchester, on a journey ; 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith and family, for a week or ten days, twice or thrice 
a year, and such of Mr. M.'s friends as came introduced by a note, almost 
always by Mr! Smith, when such friends were travelling, or were about 
to embark at Old Harbour. At the time Meabry was on the estate in 
1822, Mr. Smith escorted Lord William Montague to Bushy Park to 
dine and sleep, previous to embarkation next morning in the John Shapd ; 
Mr. J. Mitchell and Mr. Hewitt, a family man, were of' the party. Mr. 
Hall, late Advocate-General, now on his voyage home, was there with 
HIS FAMILY three OR FOUR DAYS last month, he may be referred to for 
what he knows, has heard or seen, of the place or people. The house is 
opened and aired in the forenoon and locked up in the afternoon, every 
one going away from it, the attendants having their own houses at some 
distance. The attendants are a very old negress, as' superior, two drudges 
to clean the house, and a young child about ten years old. Deponent 
denies most positively that the mansion of an^ other spare house, or any 
pen on Bushy Park is allotted to the base and scandalous purpose 
asserted by Meabry, with a malice the more apparent from the impos- 
sibility under his circumstances, of obtaining sufficient information ; and 
the more abhorrent for stigmatising the characters of those who occa- 
sionally use the mansion. 

Meabry's readiness to do the work he has been put to, has betrayed him 
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Into hia farther palpable falsehood, that two of the females retained for 
impure purposes at " the spare house," ^rt daughters of a former pro^ 
prietor. The proprietor preceding Mr. Mitchell has been dead 30 or 40 
years, and a very old man, so that his daughters can scarcely havf many 
attractions. The assertion is as false as the rest of his story. 

The negroes on Bushy Park have, at leasts 400 acres of good land for 
provision grounds, and a great part of it situated on the fertile baak ofiai 
river, which yielda provisions in the driest seasons ^ Uiey abound in po- 
tatoes, casava,beans, peas, of various sorts, guinea com, great com, yams^ 
pines, and various other roots, besides plantains, ba^umas, all of iirhlcli^ 
they dispose of when and where they like, they also abound wi^ fowls^ 
hogs, and goats. In 1822, their crop of corn wai^ so abundant, that, in- 
dependent of their regular days, dq>onent gave thcon extra digni, and lent 
them five or six carts with cattle, upon their own time, whenever they 
chose to apply for them, to assist them in their com, and they have a cart 
and mule continually to carry their com to market. Numbers o^ thfan^ 
in the course of the season, will dispose of some 10 bushels of corn, somci 
20, some 30 to 50, at 13«. 4<f. per bushel, and a good mapy of the indus- 
trious pnes will dispose of four, txx, or twelve hogs, mosatly at jf5. .6. .8 
a head, besides immense quantities of poultry,eggs> and other provisions; 
and, independent of all this, they are weekly served with as good herrings 
as the mother country can produce, and corn whenever they apply for it; 
there are 360 acres of guinea com put in annually for their sifppoxt, as i| 
general concern, besides what they have of their own i no negro knowiff 
what want is ; a cauldron is daily boiled of nutritious articles for the 
adult invalids of the hot-house, and another for 50 children and upwards, 
whose mothers choose to partake of it for their use. 

(Signed) WILLIAM ROBERTSON. 

The only two book-keepers remainmg on Bushy Park of those who 
were there when Meabry came, pointedly corroborate Mr. RobertaQ^'a 
statement; they support his testimony. as to the use of the whip,'aa' to 
three negroes who had iron collars, as to their abundant supply gf pro- 
visions, as t9 the decency observed in his home in legi^d to females, which 
they aver to be as great i^ in a private: fai^ily ; and aM to the ease and 
comfort prevailing i^ l^e negro houses, they swear, in veiy many houses 
the negroes have four-posted bed-steads, chairs, tables, sideboards', look- 
ing-glasses, glass-ware, ovens, and outhouses, superior, to their knowledge, 
to the poorer classes in Great Brit«un ; they add circumstances not likely 
to come to Mr. Robertson's knowledge, owing to Meabry*s age and con- 
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dition, more on a par with their's, and arising from familiar intercourse ; 
they say that Meabiy stated himself to be seventeen years of age ; 

THAT HE WAS AFFLICTED WITH A LOATHSOME DISEASE ; that he waS of a 

puny, puerile disposition, always crying, alarmed at the climate, craving 
to return, saying that If he died it would kill "his mammy," which i^en- 
dered him the object of ridicule ; they say his abhorrence of the negroes 
induced him to refuse any sort of attention from them, was always in dread 
of them, and they give two instances of this disposition ; one evening, and 
the only time he went to the field, by way of a walk, the driver smacked 
his whip as a call to the negroes for some particular duty ; some of the 
negroes began to run, which so frightened Meabry that he returned home 
in the greatest haste. The other occasion was, when the negroes were 
served with cloth, &c. tiiere happened to fall a shower of rain, the negroes, 
with their articles under their amis, made a rush into the book-keeper's 
house for shelter, Meabry was in tiie piazza, and was overcome by fear, 
rushed into one of the book-keepers' rooms, and supplicated, in terms of 
the utmost distress, their protection against tiie negroes ; from his hatred 
to the negroes, tiiey are assured, he never was inside of any of their 
houses ; and that, when he says that their houses are unfurnished, he must 
have taken his notion from their out-offices or watchmen's huts $ they 
express the utmost surprise and abhorrence at the gross falsehoods of a 
separate house for base purposes ; they say, that no house can be meant 
but the *' mansion," and bear positive testimony that nobody used it but 
those alluded to by Mr. Robertson. One of the deponents says, that he 
had the care of the 8tock-3rard appropriated for the mansion, and one 
morning Meabry accompanied him to this stock-yard ; that in passing the 
mansion Meabry said he should like to see the inside of Mr. Mitchell's 
house, before he went away. Deponent said he would procure him tliat 
indulgence ; carried him to the house, solicited leave of the old 
negro woman who keeps it to go over it, which was granted. There was 
nobo4y in the house but tiie old woman and two drudges, allotted for 
keeping it ; tketenegr4>es, consequently could not be daughters of a former 
proprietor, a white person, whom they believe to have been dead, as an 
Mjt&son 30 or 40 years ago ; and which was the only occasion aflbrded 
to Meabry during his short residence, to see that house or who was 
in it *." 

* Shameless, disgusting, and indecent as this story from J. M. is, those 
promulgated upon the authority of the Rev. Mr. Cooper, and numerous 
anonymous libellers, are infinitely more immodest, indecent, disgusting, 
and ^qitfllfy false. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



237 

From the following extracts it would appeafj^ 
that Mr. Meabry continues his system ofespio- 
nage, or the laudable employment of ^ endea- 
vouring to do something for himself^. The 
best way for him to have obtained accurate in- 
formation concerning Slavery, would have been 
to have stopped a little longer in Jamaica. That 
Mr. Meabry should pursue such a course as he is 

Why, I indigpoantly ask, are the eyes, the ears, and the dwellings of the peo- 
ple of this generous and intelligent nation to be polluted and insulted by 
such cruel libels against whole commnnities of our fellow-subjects; and 
why, I repeat, are such foul Abominations scattered profusely into every 
dwelUng— into the hands and houses of half the rirtuous families — ^females 
in this kingdom, and by men who, at the same moment, are busily em- 
ployed in proclaiming their superior purity ? I presume we shall next 
have the licentiouBness of the bagnios of the metropolis—^e purlieus of 
the Strand, or the piazzas of CoTent Garden, &c. printed and curculated 
amongiit our countrywomen to improve their minds, enlarge their ideas, 
and purify and soften their hearts. We may with more justice have 
these things circulated than the libels we have mentioned, inasmuch as 
these are true, the other not true ; as to have it circulated and distributed 
upon the authority of the Rev. Mr. Cooper, that the blkck ** women in 
Jamaica will say they would not be such fools as to be confined to one 
man." That experience may have taught him so — that some of them, 
many of them might tell him so, is probable, but that all, or a majority 
of them did so, I disbelieve, and the general and sweeping assertion 
here made by Mr. Cooper, convinces me how little he understood or in- 
quired into tbe negro character. 

** It is a shame," says the Apostle Paul, ''even to speak of those things 
which are done of them in secret." Not so with us, echoes the African 
Institution, it is our glory and our boast to speak of these things, to 
dwell upon them, to circulate them, comment upon them— exaggerate — 
INVENT. The labour affords us peculiar delight, and tends to open the eyes 
of the young and rising generation, and to give them full knowledge of 
good and evil. 
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doings is probably not surprising; but for a 
Member of the British legislature^ who could at 
any time call upon his Majesty's government to 
furnish him with accurate information^ on all 
points regarding the West Indies — ^for him to 
be found seeking information through such a 
channel, is strange indeed. 

Extracted from the ** Jamaica Courant** of 2d Dec* 1823. 

St, Jago de la Vegt^f November 22d, 

Our readers will recollect the affidavit of Mr. Robertiott, wtadi we laid 
before them some time ago, concerning the character and description of 
tiie man Meabry, who fnmiBhed the saints with such fidse and ungrateful 
evidence regarding Bushy Pafk estate, and on which the charges in a late 
pamphlet against these Colonies were principally founded. We hare late- 
ly seen two letters from him to a yofnng man in this parish, with whom 
he became acquainted, by which it appears that he is still busying him- 
self to injure those who treated him so well ; and we have copW tho 
following two passages, as affording proof from himself, of hi* ingrati^ 
tude, and of hiv present designs, and exposing theiuime of the sauritwho 
tetracted the calumnies from him, to wit*-Mr. Smifli, MJp. fh>m whom 
it appears he has some expectations, as a reward, we presume, llor 
becoming a wholesale liar. 

" London, Dec. 25M 1822. 

** I often think of Bushy Park and the way in which I was treated by 
Mr. Robertson ; Mr. John Mitchell also treated me very kindly, which I 
shall ever remiember with gratitude." 

" August Ath 1823. 

** If you can give me any information on Slavery, you will very 
much oblige me, and you may depend on its being kept sacred. No 
doubt there has been a great deal of talk about the evideniBe I pre Mr. 
Smith, M.P. and should like very much to have your candid opinion on 
the subject. 1 shall also like to know how all the gentlemen are on 
Bushy Park estate." 

Such are the sources and the characters from 
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which ihe eiieinies of the Colonies obtain their 
iiifomation, and such the daring system of ca- 
lumnies and falsehoods upon which the Planters 
aire condeiiiiied, and their characters destroy- 
ed. It would be a waste of words to point out 
the danger and infamj of such a system as this. 
It ttiust come home to every bosom which is not 
dead to every feeling of honour, patriotism^ 
truth, and virtue, and can excite in every ho- 
nourable inind, only one feeling of contempt 
aitid indignation. 

That the Africati Institution carry on a most 
terrific system of cfspionage against the West 
India Colonies, is not to be doubted. Their 
spies in the Colonies are numerous, and their 
chai*actWs stlch, as in ninety-nine cases out of a 
htodred, rendet them justly execrated and 
dreaded by every thing honourable and good in 
the community: Their influence, it would 
seem, extends into every department of Co- 
lonial government; and though it has lately 
received a check and exposure, still there is 
reason to believe that some of the old leaven 
remains, which must be purged from the Colo- 
nial lump, before these possessions can enjoy 
repoise or find security. The Edinburgh Re- 
view, their greit organ, boldly advertised for 
the emissaries who are required. " It would be 
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highly impolitic in the board (African Institu* 
tion) to disclose in a public report their infor- 
mation on this subject. We shall continue the 
same silence^ and entreat such of our readers as 
have the means of giving information^ which 
may assist in detecting the practices in question^ 
to transmit their Colonial information without 
delay, either to the publishers of the Review, 
or to the Institution in London (the Address of 
the Secretary, Mr. Macaulay, is Birchin Lane, 
London)*''. Misery, mischief, and ruin, must 
be the consequences of such a system as this, 
which, since the inquisition was abolished in 
Britain, never dared to rear its head in the 
country. 

The ^instructions given to these informers or 

agents, whether local or imported, were to 
supply accusations, quocunqui modo accusa- 
tions. Such was the case of Mr. Middleton, 
engaged 23 years ago to take charge of the 
school at Walton, Jamaica. When that gentle- 
man could no longer shut his eyes to facts 
every hour witnessed, and when he could ob- 
tain .no accusations without violating truth, he 
transmitted his information accordingly, and the 
reply, by return of packet, to him was ^^ we 
have no further occasion for your corripspon- 

♦ Edinburgh Review, vol.xv. page 501, 
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dence ; we are sorry to find you have been bittern 
by the rattlesnake; and we can believe nothing" 
you may advance in future */^ 

The case of Governor Elliot, in St Kittsy 
who at the time he was telling the Colonists to, 
their face that they were the most excellent of 
men, wrote to his Majesty^s government tiiat 
they were a set of miscreants who could neither 
be believed on their honour nor their oath, is 
a striking instance of the efforts of the Instil 
tution, in the course mentioned, and so well 
known, as to require only to be mentioned to be 
remembered ^ith indignation^ His case was c»* 
tainly not an insulated one. Colonel Macallister's 
case is not forgotten, who got the hint to write 
only such letters as would please in a certain 
quarter. The cruel libel upon the character of 
Sir James Leith's aide-de-camp, which Siy 
James declared to be ^ a calumny without the 
shadow of a foundation f and which the court 
of King's Bench, in London, established, by a 
verdict to the same effect ostensibly agaiiist Mr. 
Hatchard; but, in fact, against one of their 
secret "incorrigible dupes,^ developes their 
machinations in all th^ir deformity. 

Some years ago the papers laid before Parlia^i 

* Jamaiea Royal Gazette, July 19tfa. The author states he had the 
information from sM^'Middleton himself. 

R 
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metit^ upon the authority of the different goreir- . 
nors> informed the nation that the Slave popula- 
tion were well treated- The governor of Hon- 
duras especially, in 1817, stated ^ I have in no 
part of the world seen the labouring classes of 
people possessing any thing like the comforW 
and advantages of the Slave population of this 
country." In 1822, Colonel Arthur, a new go- 
vernor, first writes to Earl Bathurst^ that they 
were perfectly well ti^eated, but afterwards, 
that they /^ were severely oppressed,'* even be- 
yond " any idea he had formed of the extent of 
their grievances*." The year following, the 
brave and upright Colonel Codd, appoitited to 
that government, officially writes thus to Lord 
Bathurst, ^bere the negro is well fed, well clothed, 
and every comfort suiting his station is liberally 
provided for. him, here are no regular systems 
of punishment : here are no workhouses ; and I 
really believe in no part of the world where 
Slavery exists, can the government of them be 
in a more indulgent form ; it is quite common 
for them to lay by hundreds of pounds, with 
which they purchase the freedom of themselves, 
or obtain a friend to purchase with their money, 
that of their wives and daughters f". How 

* ParliamenUiry Paper, No. 457, page 18, Session 1823. 
t Eaxliamentary Faper,.No. 457, page 100, Session 1823. 
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. different the statements before and after Colonel 
Arthur's goyernment ? The African Institution^ 
who pretend to know so many things, can prot 
bably tell us the reason^ 



B 2 
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Manifesto of the abolition society* — Examined point 
by point. — Their charges refuted in every instance. 
— True state of our West India Colonies^ and 
the treatment of our negroes in these possessions 
most particularly stated.^-Marriages. — Religious 
instruction and establishments. --Population of these 
Colonies — their labour^ their food — their cloth- 
ing ^ their houses — their property — their pun- 
ishments— faced by law, 2jc. — Scandalous mis-state- 
ments, and calumnies, advanced under these heads 
against the Colonies, by the Review, Mr. Clarkson* 
and Qthers. 

The labours of a self-constituted body in the 
metropolis^ styling itself ^^ The committee of the 
London Society^ for mitigating and abolishing 
Slavery in the British dgminions,'' next require 
consideration. Who the individuals are who 
compose this society, it is not very material to 
inquire. Generally they are members of the 
African Institution, which society, Proteus like, 
assumes every shape as suits its purpose. Some 
passages, however, in the works of the society, 
such as ^ protecting duties and bounties ex- 
clusively, afforded to the growers of Sugar 
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m theWeit indies,^ enclble us to ^rece fflbe 
intereBtsd pea of }nm vAiO guides the ^ Oeww- 
mittee^ df'ikis ad^-odloKial and dan^rous bo- 
oieiy. ISTrampling upon e¥ery>ptiii€y(lle tif 4nfth^ 
justice^ and chrigtiaiiity ; -this interested commit- 
tee a^fiflly adduce the most hideous Cfiiiainnies 
agaiMt^our West IncJia-Cdloiiies, ftat 'they may 
get the support of the mother country withdrawn 
from these ^ssessions^ andt>estcwed upon oar 
FUBEtiEast'India territories; 'but ^more especially 
upon that capacious yrave of human 'life, and 
check to commercial enterprise in Africa— 
Sierra 'Lbonb. 

The exertions ctf ^this tmconstitution^l sociefty 
are so incessant, «o|)crseveiriiig, and so^rau^it 
with danger, that it becomes the duty of everjr 
man who 'has any regard -for his country, to de- 
velope and arrest them, in a particular ^nan- 
ner this is duetto 'those rmultitudes of truly BEii^- 
voLENT men amongst us iVho are misled by the 
arts and calumnies of interested and designing, 
men, of reforming politicians, who under the mask 
of liberty and humanity, agitate^ and disturb this 
country ; and who, sounding their trumpets, pub- 
licly announce, see ^'we give alras,^ (their podk- 
ets closely shut all the while) proclaiming also, 
** thank God we are not like other men, puWicans 
and sinners.'' Westindia Slave masters — ^ stand 
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bd€k^ give place^ we are wiser, better, holier^ tlian 

other men." Was this the language used, or com-* 

manded to be used by the great apostle of the 

Grentiles, in his intercourse with Slave masters and 

Slaves ? No ! In addressing themselves to Slaves, 

men who owned Slaves and [men who did not, 

the Apostlels of old taught thus, ^ be kindly 

affectioned one towards another— in brotherly 

love preferring one another/ And the greatest of 

all the Apostles in his days defined CHiusTiANmr 

to be, that ^ Chartty which suffereth long and 

is kind, which vaunteth not itself, is not puffed 

up, not easily provoked,** which." thinketh no 

evit/^ and which " rejoiceth not in inquity, but 

rejoiceth in the truth.^ Judging the society in 

question by their productions, it would appear, 

that their Christianity, and that inculcated and 

taught by the Apostle Paul, is totally different, . 

for instead of ^ thinking no evil," the society 

seem to think only of evil, and instead of re- 

joicing at truth, they rejoice only in contem=* 

plating ^ iniquity P 

With these observations (which I may here 
remark, apply only to those^ men behind the 
curtain, who knowing the truth, conceal or 
misrepresent it, to suit their views,) called for 
by t^ means and Uie ways adopted and pursued 
by the anti-colonial party, I proceed to lay 
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before the teader> paragraph by paragraph^ th6 
false and disgraceful charges contained in fh6 
appeal to the public, made by that society, and 
circulated throughout Great Britain. . ^. 

*' In the Colonies of -Great Britain there are at dus moment, upwards 
of 800,000 human beings in a state of degrading personal Slavery/* 

. Mark the d isingenuousness and malignity of this 
society. They set out with stating their object 
to be the abolition " of Slavery in the British 
dominions/ and yet at a leap they pass over the 
millions of Slaves in India^ ^ that strong hold of 
iniquity," where, ^ from time immemorial^ Sla- 
very had built itself a nest," as Mr. Wilberforce 
expressed it*, and pounce upon our West In- 
dia Colonies onlyf. That there are about 

* Speech, House of Commons, March 19th 1823. ** There was this 
to be said with respect to Slavery in the East," namely, '' that there it 
had from time immemorial built itself a nest — ^become a part of individual 
existence. It had existed as long as 2,000 years," in India ** that strong 
liold of evil — for this they were not answerable— they had not caused it." 

t The population stands thus in 1821, including the Mmtritius, 

Whites. Free coloured. Slaves. TotaL 

Jamaica ----- 28,000 30,000 34.5,000 — 

Demerara and Esquibo - 2,871 2,980 * 77,346 — 

Berbice * 310 94 16,300 — 

Trinidad ----- * 3,440 14,344 21,719 — .' 

Tobago ♦324 156 14,597 — 

Granada *' 883 2,742 26,910 — 

Grenadines - - - - 226 76 2,000 — 

St. Vincents - - - - 827 '646 22,020 — 

Barbadoes - - - - 13,794 ^,613 69,132 — 

St. Lucia, 
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tOO^OOOol'bQiiiaiibeiiigs^ person^tl iSkves in the 
West India Colonies is a fact; and it is equally 
true^ that the laws of Great Britain made them 
so. The state of Slavery, however, there eiStab^ 
lished, is milder and better protected, tiian 
in any country on the globe, where such a state of 
isociety exists. The value of these Slaves, for 
Value they have by the laws of England, amounts 
at ^80 each, to -e56>000,000 ^erliiig, and the 
other property which depends upon their valucy 
amounts to double the sum, together nearly 
170 millions *, four-fifths of which immense pro- 
perty belong to persons resident in Britain, of 

Whites* Free coloured. Slaves. Total* 

8t.tttcia r - <^ ^ • 1^00 > l/>00 lO/WO — 

Donunica .--..* 993 2^32 16,686 — 

Montserratr - - - - * 2S3. 522 6,126 — 

Nevis 1,300 150 8,909 — . 

St Kitts 1,800 198 * 17,788 — 

Antigua * 1,980 4,182 31,064 — 

. Virg^ Islands - - - 1,300 220 9,000* — 

Bahamas 3,000 2,000 * 10,649 — 

Bennudi - - - * - 4,754 — 4,794 — 

Mauritius (1819) - - 8,078 12,806 80,185 <^ 

Total 75,133 78,161 789,225 942,260 
Those marked thus * are from Parliamentary returns last Session, 
the others the population from official and other returns in 1815, and 
subsequent years. 

• Vahiable jpro^^ty. West Indies y 1789. 
.Slav^,— No.450,0Q0at;^50 • - ig22,500,000 

_ Landf, works, &e. 45,000,000 

Houses^ towns^ &C4 - - . - - 2,500,000--700,000, &c« 
*Report^ Committee P. Council, 1719, part 4. 
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tnwtgaged to het merchants, l^e abolition or 
tuther emancipation committee must rememfoelf 
thiis fact 

*'l%e8e Saayes»*'my8t]ie cmancipftfion committee scrilbe, *^ Are the abso* 
late property of their master, who may sell or transpwrt them at h]B 
pleasure ; and who may also regulate according to his discretion (witlun 
certain limits) the measure of their labour, their food, and their punish- 
meftt. The Colonial laws arm- the master, or any one to whom he ma^ 
delegate his authority, with a power to punish his Slaf'es to a certain ex- 
tftnt, without the intervention of a magistrate, and without any responsir 
bHUty for the use of this tremendous discretion, and to that extent he may 
punish them for any offence, or for no offenoe." 

With the exception that the Slaves are the 
property of their master^ there is not (as these 
sentences standi and are meant to stand and 
to be understood) a syllable of truth in one of 
them. The labouTy the food, and the punish- 
ment of Slaves, are all regulated by fixed lawd 
enacted by, and under the delegated authority 
of the sovereign of Great Britain and his coun- 
cil^ and sul^ct to their revision and controuL 
The violation of these laws, also, comes under 
their cognizance by review, if supposed or sus^ 
pected, to be erroneously or partially adminis- 
tered. As to the labour, food, and punishment, 
established by these laws, no case has ever b6en 
made out to shew that the first is too hard, the 
second too little, or the third too severe. Any 
attempt to violate these laws in any respect, \^ 
readily cognizable, and. the Slaves can find a 
ready and certain redress. 
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^fe statement put forth, that a itoaster can 
|)unish his Slave to a certain extent (why iiot 
state the extent?) and for no offence is a positive 
untruth. If the Slave-die under his hand, or if 
cleath ensue in consequence of the punishn^ent, 
even when inflicted by alegal weapon, though with- 
in the limits which the law permits, the master is 
liable to be tried and executed for the offence. The 
fountain of mercy, his majesty's representative, 
may, taking all circumstances- into consideration, 
pardon and forgive, but no other power can save 
him. To this responsibility every master is liable* 
The laws of antiquity left the master of Slaves 
^without responfflbility for this tremendous discre^ 
tion." These, but mare especially the Jewish law 
seem to have considered the murder of a Slave by 
his master, as a crime impossible, or at least re- 
moved beyond the power of mere human jurist 
prudence to determine. By a positive law the 
Great Author of our being, has determ?ined the 
point. While death without mercy was de- 
nounced against a free man for causing the 
death of another free man, the decree was dif- 
ferent regarding the Slave who might die under, 
or in consequence of the chastisement of the 
master: Exod. ch. xxi. v. 20. ^ And if a man 
smite his servant, or his maid, with a rod, and 
he die under his hand, he shall surely be punished* 
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Notwithstanding if he continue a day br twd> ki 
shall not be punished. Hb is his money,'' For 
this reasoa the law was forbidden, to account 
the master guilty of murder, even though he 
should have struck the Slave with an illegal 
weapon. By the word ^ punished" here used, 
is to be imderstood, any punishment less than 
death, at the discretion of the judges. It is im- 
possible to peruse this divine law, without being 
fitruck with the deepest admiration and venera- 
tion. We behold in it the goodness and mercy 
r>f infinite power y and unerring wisdom. Sup- 
posing no feeling of humanity remained in the 
bosom of the master, yet his inhumanity being 
counteracted by the strongest passions that 
inhabit the human breast, interest and avarice, 
the MOTIVE which could induce a master to de- 
stroy his Slave — ^ his money y^ must lie so deeply 
concealed as to be beyond the power of human 
legislators to descriminate. Leave the crime to 
me in this instance saith the Almighty. It be- 
longs to me alone to judge, punish, and avenge. 
The enemies of the colonies, when they so loudly 
proclaim the unceasing murders committed in 
the West Indies, would do well to remember this 
sacred law, and tremble at their own presumption. 
Man is not wiser than his Maker, 
It is very true that criminal Slaves are pu- 
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ftished by flogging. So are both men and 
women punished in Great Britain, ft is the 
only punishment^ except confinement^ that the 
law in the West Indies defines and permits, 
except in cases of capital felonies. It is equally 
true, that it is inflicted by a whip, but not a 
cart whip, nor an instrument, equal in cruelty to 
the cat-o*-nine tails used in the armyand navy of 
Great Britain. A similar instrument was used 
for a similar purpose amongst the Jews, and 
also amongst the Romans, for punishing cri-. 
minal Slaves, or persons suspected of being 
Slaves; as appears from the writings of the 
apostle Paul, as well as the heathen historians. 
The Jewish law is the maximum of punishment 
by the hand of the master, in our Colonies^ 
namely, ^ forty stripes save one^ In many 
places, however, it is less and seldom exercised 
to that extent, even where merited. Females in 
particular are now, in the islands, scarcely ever 
subjected to punishment, and certainly never but 
for great crimes — crimes which, were they free, 
their lives would be forfeit. This fact is well 
known to all acquainted with the Colonies. What- 
ever may be asserted to the contrary, no Slaves 
but the guilty are punished. At all times the 
master will rather forgive and screen, than 
injure what is his own. The Slaves know this 
well, and in their depredations and offences cal- 
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man in a subordinate situation in the Coloniesy 
is on any account allowed to strike or punish^ 
a negro, whether guilty of an offeui^e or not. 
That offence^ upon a regular complaint, mu3t be 
examined into andpuxushed by the master or his 
immediate delegate. If the negro has been 
guilty of any serious crime, he is tried by a Slave 
Court, composed of magistrates as the law directs^ 
and after a regular trial, punished at their dis- 
cretion« If it is for a capital felony, then the 
proceedings must all be taken down in writing, 
and submitted to the governor, who may con- 
firm or supersede the sentence as he sees meet. 
In different islands the mode of procedure ia 
different, but all amounting to, and guaranteeing 
equal protection and security to the Slave. It 
is certainly not a little singular, that there should 
be such a cry of horror raised at punishing 
Slaves, the most criminal, by flogging, when* 
the same system was, and is now, often had re- 
course to, even upon the persons of females, in 
Great Britain, and for offences for which, even 
if guilty, the negro would not be touched. 
. But, say the anti-colonists, a master may 
punish his Slave too severely, and for no offence. 
Man may do any thing — ^law can only take cogni- 
zance of the offence when committed; and the 
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niaster who could be so cruel or unwise, as to 
do either, can be quickly reached, and severely 
punished. But the negro, being a Slave, can- 
not bear witness in the Supreme Court against 
his master; and therefore if there be no free 
witnesses, the criminal may escape. In the first 
place, this is hot the case in all the Colonies, 
nor strictly true in any ; and in the next place^, 
where that appears to be the bar to justice, the 
matter is cut very short. The master is com- 
pelled to be evidence against himself. The 
Slave has been unmercifully treated. There he 
is — who did it? If the master does not know^ 
te is presumed not willing to know, in fact, he 
is held to be the criminal, and the law impera- 
tively takes the Slave from him, and gives him 
to another master. Seldom, very seldom indeed^^ 
is there occasion in any colony to put such a 
law in operation. But still such a law exists 
and has been acted upon. 

*' Many of the Slaves are (all may he) branded by imeaiu of a hot iron^ 
on the shoulder or other conspicuous part of the body, with the initials of 
their master's nape, and thus bear about them, in indelible eharacters^ 
the proof of their debased aqd degraded state.'* 

As this paragraph is worded, it is one of the 
bitterest calumnies and falsehoods ever penned. 
In the windward islands, no such a thing iserer 
seen or heard of amongst Slaves, even the most 
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criminal of Slaves. The general charge is 
founded upon the following partial case. While 
the Slave trade continued, and numbers of Afri- 
can negroes were brought into the extensive co- 
lony of Jamaica, it was found necessary to mark 
the initials of their master's name on some con- 
spicuous part of the body, and which was gene- 
rally on the arm or shoulder* This was done, 
that in case any of those newly imported Slaves 
should wander from their master's estate, being 
unable to speak any language that was under, 
stood or to make themselves known, it might by 
that means be ascertained to whom they be^ 
longed. The manner in which the initials were 
affixed, was as follows : A plate of silver, on 
which the initials were formed, was heated by 
spirits of wine, and the skin lightly touched so 
as. to discolour it, and leave the form of the let- 
ters ; the operation, physicians state, occasioned 
scarcely any pain, and no excoriation, which, 
had it done, would in feict have destroyed the 
pbject of the operation. No Creole Slaves, or 
those who cpuld fluently speak languages gene^ 
rally understood were so marked, aaotd none, either 
Creole or African, have been so branded since 
the abolition. Humane motives prompted the 
measure, known in Jamaica only — ^it.was done 
io save the Slave from danger, and perhaps th^ 
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kN5s of life — ^not to mark or didcrimiiiate the 
property* But, when will the aBti^colonial party 
tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
&e truth? Never while they can substitute 
falsehood or misrepresentation for it 

** 1W Slaves, whether male or female, are Mven to hard labour, hy 
the impulse of the cart whip^ for the sole benefit of their owners^ from 
whom they receive «•« wag^s, and this labour is continued (with certain 
intermissions for breakfast and ^nner) from morning to night through- 
out the year.** 

This is either wholly false, or else the facts 
are misrepresented. The Slaves are not driven 
to their work ; the whip is only used to punish 
them when they neglect their duty, or commit 
a crime ; the persons called drivers, so far from 
driving them to the field, leave their houses, 
and reach the places where they are to work, at 
least half an hour before a single negro turns 
out, or approaches the place. Wherever they 
go, or whatever they are about, he goes before 
them, and stands before them, not behind them, 
nor dare he use a whip to any one, unless he is 
commanded. The master, indeed, gives his 
Slave no wages in that acceptation of the word> 
but he gives him better, what the Slave can les» 
easily abuse, viz, clothing, food, a house, uten- 
sils for it, lands to cultivate for himself, imple^ 
ments to cultivate his own fields, he protects 
and supports him in sickness, infirmity, and old 
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age ; good or bad times make no difference 
to him, he is still provided for, justice is obtain- 
ed for him without a fee, and he has no taxes 
to pay. Are these things notliing? Are they 
not wages, such as millions of free men cannot 
possibly obtain ? Why should these undeniable 
truths be so disingenuously concealed? 

The nature of their, labour, and whether it is 
^ hard labour^ or not, will best be ascertained 
by laying folly before the reader, a plain and 
undeniable statement : — ^ 

The days and nights in our West India Islands 
are so nearly equal/ thatthe difference is not worth 
taking into account, and may be taken at 12 hours 
each* The negroes are called to their work in the 
morning on some estates by a. bell, on some by 
the blowing of a shell, and on others b^ the 
crack of the whip; they seldom assemble till 
half pae^t 6 o'clock, and they quit their work 
again at 6 in the evening. During this period^ 
they have two hours to dinner, and one to 
breakfast, the latter of which is carried out to 
them by women appointed for that, purpose, and 
who also carry water during the heat of the day, 
to such as may want it to. drink* If a heavy rain 
falls, they are ordered, to their houses, and if 
they get wet, they receive each, who may^huse 
to take it, a dram. Women who have families 
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are allblred to remain in their hoeses till nine 
o'Gloek> in ordet to take care of their children, 
aod dook their hui^bands^ breakfasts^ which tiiejr 
carry to the field warm/ leaving their children 
nndftr the eave of an old woman^ who receives » 
qtianiti^ of rice^ kM fcbimclBmce of milk to feed 
them with, while the mo&er isat work. £lome 
prefer in good weatiier to ctery them out to 
018 field witii tiiem, where the same attendimce 
is tUowM;: in liitft the matlm* pleases h^metf; 
She is allowed to go homehalf an how befere 
noon^ to stay halfkn hoar later tiiaki ihe other ne- 
groes "when tbefittrndnt in die aftcfimoon^smd 
agfdn getliliberfy to go home tocher hm»ei htdf 
an hbtir befere sintset; she iMver wotl£s a^bove 
sri hmn in the day-j^ nor yl6es any negro <mi of 
crap mifk aboim iliim hi!M^ 

If knyx^f them aie short tif provisi^ns^ and 
want to ^ ia their 'gronads for tiiebi> they we 
pe^itted upon nsking. If tii^. have h(^> 
goa^^ &c/to kill idid oarry to market^ they are 
not only pie^rmfttedy but assisted. If they wkh 
to go and see a flieild in a dtstantpart at anty 
timb^ k is readily granted; their iaebour iaalfo^ 
gethet p^fotmed by the 'hoe^ and is upon the 
whoH e^t^^t^ngly light and easy; itischild^s 
pltly cOttipdi^ed to the ^irark perftfrmed by the 1*- 
boutiirs iii this country. The plough lis wed <hi 
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aonie estates^ bat on the magority of estetes in 
iiiei West India Islands^ it cannot be nseA oa 
account of l^e very steep> but in a more parti- 
cnlar manner^ from the exceeding stony and 
irodcy ntttore of tiieland; 50 negroes will hole; 
and 204^ro8S( hole^ an acre of land per diiy> 15 
manu«^^ and 10 piant it^ 1& to 20 weed it^ 12 
^i^eed ratoons^ and 9 or 1^ m s^ong oanes, cut 
M nttniy as will make a hogshead />f Sugar. 
l/h€^ do not know ^hat ha#d labdilr is, and it is 
not a lit^ reioiarkabte; that the enemies of the 
Coldnies^ asfe now Ringing fomwdan^impport of 
their iheoriesi^ t^at vetfeinA&me tfloen before 
Parliament^ Which they formerly either conceal- 
ed dr d^ed> which wef^t io pro^ey that one 
Etti*(^ean fr^ .mati; did as mtiii^b^work in one 
day,As three liegrdes*; ; 

Women who *e 'beai^fng chUdretl are most 
earefeHy and tenderly treated. From the third 
mokfh 'of pregnancy^ they are exempted from 
labour^ a proper midwife and nurse are appoint>- 
ed to attend them at the titfte of delivery, and a 
medical man is wiihin call, in case of necessity ; 
hifif^sistance is scarcely ever required. With- 
in tie Torrid Zime, parturition is compara- 
tively eai^; the mother at this time receives 

* Clarkson, Crppper> Review, Maci^y, dec. &c, 

s2 
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cordials^ wine, and nourishing food, and she is 
never required to turn out to do any work, till 
six weeks or two months after her delivery. 
While nursing, she receives an extra allowance 
of two quarts of fine flour, and from two to three 
lbs- of Sugar weekly ; she receives double allow- 
ance of Osnaburghs, and checks, and linen, and 
handkerchiefs for herself and her young children. 
Herself and nurse, in some islands, receive one 
dollar each, if the child survives three weeks; 
if the child sur\'ives fifteen months, the mother 
receives six dollars, two dollars more upon the 
child joining the grass or vine gang ; if she has 
reared six children of her own, or including any 
adopted one, she is by law exempted from la- 
bour^ but the very lightest work, and the usage 
of several islands is, that with that number, the 
mother is never required to do any work of any 
kind, nor is her [name ever called but for the 
purpose of receiving her own and her children's 
all6wances*. 

An experienced surgeon 'attends and visits 
every estate twice a week, some daily, and is 
always at hand in case of emergency. Accord- 
ing to his directions^ the hospital is supplied 
with cordials^ wine, and food, these cost the 
Slave nothing. The more respectable negroes 

• St. Vincent's, Official Correspondence, p. 52, 53. 
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who have families, are allowed to reinain in iheit* 
own houses, where they are equally supplied^ 
and meet with the same medical attendance ; 
the greatest care and attention is paid to the 
aged and infirm, and it is both pleasing and sa- 
tisfactory to visit them in their comfortable 
dwellings, and hear them relate the tales of 
other times, what they have done, not what they 
have suflFered. 

** In the seaaon of crop, which lasts four or five months ih the year, 
their labour is protracted, not only throughout the day, as at other times, 
but during either half the night, or the whole of every alternate night*." 

This also is falsehood, Fprmerly, it was a 
general custom during crop to make Sugar 
during the night. It is still in some places the 
practice.; but when that is the case, the negroes 
are divided into thre!& watches or spells, while 
on estates well handed, they sometimes mustered 
five. One spell took the labour at the works 
from mid-day to midnight, and another from 
midnight to mid-day, by which regulation, with 
three spells, the negroes so employed, had the 
half of each night, and the whole of each alter- 
nate night to rest, and that at the season of the 
year when the days are shortest* Besides, it 
must be borne in mind, (and which the Aboli- 
tionists with their usual want of candour con- 
ceal) that the labour about the works is-^rtvas 

* Committee Abolition Address. 
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ihe oidy labour; fewri^d cm by tiigWt^ On an 
Estate which makes 186 hogsheads of j^s^iar^ i^ 
piemn negroes are employed^ wfaerernl^ii^rk 
is carried od^ and to m proportio&Jto other aiid 
more extehsive estates. F]fomthis#erey joid sate, 
exeinpted altogether^ all woimen ^odth iamilies^ 
^cartets^ mule-boys^ cattle-^keeperi^ sratch&ifeh^ 
&c. &c; — of late years, however, the improte- 
ment in machinery, and making and hanging 
boilers is so great, that mght work is be- 
coming less frequent throughout the West In- 
dies, and the labour which commences at day- 
light, is finished by eight in the evening. The 
negroes also, are in general tasked to a quantity 
of work, which they can easily perform, and this 
being the case, they rise in the morning when 
they pleast3 ; they often finish the mill work by 
sun-set. Should a bad day at any time keep them 
a little later, they are not required to come to 
work till seven o'clock next morning, so that 
they have always their full night^s rest. In a 
very short time, night work would be altogether 
unknown in the Colonies, were the planters left 
alone to turn their time and attention to those 
improvements going on in the world, and to 
obtain the means of introducing them upon their 
plantations. 

As a further illustration of the moderate rate of 
their labour, I may add the following statement. 
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oomoiWMcatflri to me a few BUMitiis. ogo^ W f^ 
genfleooaii firom .Tri|uilad. His estate iA^14 oSkfi 
^om the .slitppi]tg<-place^ aaid oonsequeidly JIm^ 
PforJIage is iwW is aocoimt^ Teryhfiftvy.^ It i^ 
ranged oiLUi &6 foUomnoig naj^nen Tlie carters 
load Ae fiarts in the etenhig^ foid i^ont throe 
o^islbek in tha janoniing thc^j^t o^ i^d gm^-' 
rally return abedt ^me in thi» aftenioon^ whan 
ibesy feed ihek nmks and teftifee.to rest Ne^ 
diiy they feed aad diaeas their nuiles^ put tbear 
harness in oirder^ and do any light woifc^ abont 
the. nrorks ^ till pff^Hfi A^filook. They then goU^ 
theirigardens^ ai(}> ex«f>tliMding their ^eatts in 
the ey^n^ng^ and Reding thekmulea^ do niithing 
move that day. Next mbning 4hey proceed i^ 
the shipping^place as befinre. One oart^ wiih 
two pules and tiKo negroes^ carries forward icnie 
hogshead of Sugar ; in some place^ waggons are 
nsed^ and the laboor iher^oreof all these com- 
bined is equal to travelling from London to 
Bamet and badlc three times a weekl 

Next we are ,tpld tliftt jthe negroes are driven to their woA, and com- 
pelled to labour under the lash on Sunday, in order to procure a main- 
tenaaoe for themselvieB. 

This is a falsehood^ more mischievous and 
unfounded than the rest. Sunday is a day which 
is their own^ and which they claim as their own^ 
to spend as they think meet^ and in which the 
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driver lays his ensign of authority aside. No 
whips are seen on that day^ nor do tiie Slaves 
need to labour on that day to procure theiir food'; 
many of them do labour on part of that day^ 
but it is for gain^ and at their own pleasure^ not 
from necessity^ nor at the command of their 
master. The Legislature of St. Vincent^s may 
speak for the whole West Indies on this head ; 
they give ^ a most positive and flat deniiad to that 
cruel jand unmanly calumny^ that the Slaves^ in* 
8tead of being allowed the exercise of their reli- 
j^ous duties on the Lord's day, are driven by 
the command of their masters, to labour on. that 
day of rest to all other beings, in the provision 
grounds to raise a maintenance for themselves ; 
this is one of the falsehoods which the very pro- 
pagators of it tnust have known to be so, be- 
cause it is impossible that the most depraved of 
their spies in the Island of St Vincent's would 
venture to assert as a fact, that which every 
negroe in the colony could, if questioned, Msify j 
which is also most effectually done by the 8th 
section of the New Slave Law*.'' Many of the 
negroes after attending the markets in themom* 
ing, are very regular attendants at church, 
which their masters most anxiously encourage ; 
when they spend the day otherwise, it is their 

^ St. Vincent's Official Correspondence, p. 19. 
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master's loss/ and to his regret. The^unday ig 
spent by the Slares in the Colonies, much as it 
is sp^nt in all Roman Catholic countries^ and 
(even in Protestant countries on the Continent of 
Etirope; the abuse of that sacred day is certain* 
ly much to be regretted, but it is daily becoming 
less in the Colonies, and the introduction of ra* 
tional knowledge and true Christianity will ul* 
tijnately remove an evil to be lamented/ but 
which must be eflected by knowledge, not by 
compulsory laws, amongst such a race of men as 
the negroes are, and this reformation is not the 
work of a day. 

Haifa day each week is commanded by law^ 
to be given to the Slaves, to cultivate their 
grounds during that period of the year> viz. 
from May till January, when alone cultivationcan 
be carried on ; but the master does not consider 
the law as binding to give them no more time. 
It is of the utmost importance to him, that his 
Slaves should have abundance of provisions, and 
therefore, he regulates the time given according 
to the season, and the necessity of giving addi* 
tional time, more or less ; he accordingly allows 
that time, as he sees most advantageous, more 
especially at the commencement of the wet sea- 
son, when the seeds and plants require to be 
put into the ground expeditiously, and when th^^ 
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jfimnt; weeds require to h^ Jcept down aBioiigst 
the yomg plimte; day9 togeiber^ are allowed 
to the Slave> as the c%ae may be^ for ^hat 
pvrpoae; one day at that time, is of more use to 
the Slave, than ten in December oxJwmny. 
Fpr those who are spendthriils and indol^iit, the 
mastor pxtrohases seed^ aad plants of varioas 
kinds, and attomls to see that th&y make a prc^r 
use of them. On the same spot^ yams, I«dtaa 
com, potatoes, plantains, cassado, &43« grow, 
and in siicoession, without each injurii^ the 
other, so that a TeryMiaU piece of ground in 
reality, yields abundance to the negrp ^ ^ p)aa- 
torn in partieidair, is one of the most naeful and 
prd£fi0 pla^tsb ^t akind Prpvidenoe has in a 
wnn9 cdwate bentowed c^on man. ^ There 13,^ 
aooordiag to Humboklt, ^ none which a£>rds^ so 
modi &Qd firomitiie same qiiantijly of kmd as 
&e plttstoin ^r bimaoa tree, (the Retvwvvwr is in 
a mistake, flie bamna and plaiitain are different,) 
a fid^d ef 100 jsquare metres (1076 Enghusdh 
nqiiare feet) in piantain ttees, affords 40QQ lbs. 
wdgfat jof food; iihe same field in wheat will 
prodoce aboui SOlbs.,^ and in potatoes 901bs* 
Hie quantity of food irom wheat, a^ 139 to 1, 
and to the quantity Irom potatoes as 44 to 1 *.^ 
The description here is correct, every planta- 
tion cukiraAes large portions of land in plan- 

* Edinburgh Reyiew, yol. xix, page 183. 
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48aii&r> tindqiendmit of wh&t tbe ,Slates raise in 
tbeir awn gardens^ tibeir boisaes 4^^ istmrroiiinded 
'aiid.overrinido^vediwi& item; Hbfi tree grows 
from .sboots, yields &e firait.iii.iUDe>moiiiths; a 
Imnefa iii new'tinds wfll wijpply a mint with food 
£m aweefc^ .regnltr slioots spmig up in socces- 
cmoo^ beaMng fruit -as tiie old ia»i;ntdbwi^ when 
iiiebiaEneh is49it off. ^^ihavelgiv^emiiidastrioiis 
ciiegi^oe(» 40'dcUam in the eoin^ ^f a few weeks 
-for provisions^ )frindpaHy for -pli^ and 

ih>m1^dec'^nd>VBri(ms^o(^ ldn<ti of^pro 
ihey Qot only support themsdiv€»sptn abundance^ 
but miaike a good deal of tnoney. ^ 

After pliantingwi^ die early rains^ u weeding 
or two keeps down the weeds^ till the rising 
plants cover ihe gronnd ; tiiis is neatly all the 
labour tiiat is necessary^ till the respective <»'ops 
are ready to be gathered and taken up, when 
every assistance that is necessary, is cheerfully 
given to the Slave, to enable him to bring his 
harvest home. The com will keep well for 
many months. Yams, more especially Guinea 
yams, a most superior food, and next to the 
plantain, and equal to our best potatoes, can be 
dug at leisure from the root, without injuring 
what remains, but rather the reverse; fruits and 
vegetables of the finest description grow around, 
it may almost be said, spontaneously, and cer- 
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tainly with the least possible culture and atten- 
tion; peas^ beans^ ochras^ callilues^^ oranges^ 
pine apples> shaddocks^ alligator pears^ coyer 
the face of the country — a country which no 
.frosts blasts nor storms desolate. Unto all 
these things^ the negroes add hogs^ . goats^ and 
poultry innumerable. The rearing of all these 
costs them nothings and from the sale of them 
they amass, considerable sums of money^ to be 
laid out in procuring superior clothes^ and orna- 
ments, to their houses^ the comforts^ and many 
of the luxuries of life. Their dwellings are 
neat^ clean^ an(jl comfortable^ and exhibit a pic- 
ture of comfort, and good order, not to be wit- 
nessed amongst hundreds of thousands of the 
peasantry of Great Britain and Ireland.^ 

* That the Slft^es in oar Colonies are not in the miserable state they 
are represented is evident from the money many of them are known to poa* 
sess. I have known negroes who had above 100 Joes (;£160) ready 
money; I have heard of them who had j£2400. Several are known to 
possess Slaves as is indeed shewn from the Dominica report. The pip- 
prietors of an estate in St \^ncent's writes within these few months, 
** My negroes, with the privileges allowed them, make for themselves every 
. year five times the amount allowed-by proprietors and fiirmers in Britain, 
and I could take an even bet, that many of our negroes have more ready 
money by them than any set of labouring people in the world. I shall 
state what took place on my own estate when the new coinage arrived. 
They were informed of the act and told that to save them the trouble of 
going to the treasury for exchanging the old for the new, if they 
brought it to me (others did the same) I would exchange it for them. 
They accordingly in general did so. One man had 40 dollars, andhis wife 
(the wife always keeps a separate purse) 25^ dollars ; and many of them 
8^ 10, and 15 dollars each, which sums moreover are known not to l^ one- 
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Besides the country provisioni^ atid othef dd-^ 
vantages previously enumerated^ the Slavei^ re^ 
ceive a weekly allowance of 2 lbs. of salt fish each 
—4 lbs. of pork at Christmas and at New Year'sr 
day. They also receive sugar, rum, salt. Sour, 
&c. when they may require these on particular 
occasions. The grown-up people receive six or 
eight yards Osnaburghs each, a hat, and either ai 
jacket and trowsers, or cloth to make them. The 
head people receive great coats, double allow- 
ances of Osnaburghs, &c. a check shirt and a 
linen shirt. Women who have children receive 
extra allowances of linen i^hirts, checks for pet- 
ticoats, and linen for shirts to their children. 
They also receive blankets annually, pots, and 
other utensils, and materials for furniture, and 
the labour to make it is supplied by their mas- 
ters. Their houses are clean and comfortable; 
built sometimes of the Rousseau cane, but more 
generally of American boards, and thatched witb 
the cane top, a most durable and excellent thatch. 
The appearance of the negroes, even at their 
work, is clean and neatly clothed ; and on festive 
occasions, and on Sundays, they appear* in 

f^<f of what they are worth. Of this I have had sure data, for some 
years ago when the Joes were called in, these very people ga^e me, some 
5, some 7, and one man 9 Joes. How many of your peasantry or small 
farmers in Britain could muster such sums as these ? " — {St, Vincent's^ 
J«/y 31*/, 1823.) 
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dresses clean and fine and gay^ beyond what a 
mass of (Mit population can wear. Permission 
is readily granted ihem to receive or to go and 
Tisit tbeir friends^ and the entertainments they 
give on such occasions a^e such and so expend 
aive> and accompanied with such luxuries as 
none of the labouring populatipn of Great 
Britain ever see or can afford. 

Such is a true and fidthfiQ picture of the state 
and condition of the Slaves in the Golopiesy^ 
wdl known to every one who has seen ihem, or 
wiH take the trouMe to look at them. What 
a different pictiwe is this from that sketched, 
cariafltured' by the London abolition society? 
The &ets do^not rest upon my assertion; they 
are fill of^iai)]^e of proof— ^ey have been proved. 
In every titate of humioi society estaUished on 
earth thfere wttl always be found some indivi^ 
duab wretched and miseraUe« The West In* 
dieaare not wtihout wch, Init their misery and 
wretchedness^ upon a proper and impartial in- 
veatigdbtion^ will be found to proceed from their 
owitTices^andiiot from the despotism, seventy, 
or cnn^ of their masters as is constantly, er- 
roneously, and unjustly pretended. 

With regard to their being chattels in the 
eye of the law, and as such sold to pay Iheir 
master's debts, this has ever been the case in 
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established^ and while it exists it is difficult to 
see how the law can be altered. Among^ the 
Ronians> Greeks^ and es{>ecially among the 
Jews> this i»a» the pnactic^ as appmrs from 
Isaiahy e. 50, v. 1. ^ Which c^mycreditars it 
U to wbmn I have sold you/* says tibe prophet 
addressing &e Israelites by cotttmaoid of hi» 
Maker. The a«srertioH that fi»nilies ore separa-^ 
ted by sales in the West Indies is not correci. 
The greatest care is tak^i^ ta f^event this froai 
taking place, nor would any person buy families 
t}»fs separated. The anxious wish of every 
master is to procure fiamlies^ and hardly an in^ 
stsEDce is loiavm where famifes ^are separated.^ 
The officktl reports firom ^the Colonies snbstan^ 
iiate what 1 state.* In reality &e sales wl^ejff 
fidntlies are separated axe very few in number. 
Those who are liable to be thtisisold chiefly are 

* The negrots have be6a oftto mubv^ in iiiei<taiitt(gB^iftom on^ 
pUntntion to another, but that has alvaysbetniroin a wor]i«pttt impover- 
ished soil to a new and fertile one; and inyariably with the consent of the 
Dtegroes tirenndres, wh^ a^ terj-ealMible of ap^^reelatiag Ae lightened 
labdnr andintieased ^vanl^s of sodi. ranoral. No.person ever thinks 
of separating families by a sale. Even when disposed of by the Marshal 
und^r the wtit of execution, tHey are intai^bly^placed in tamilies; add 
few peraoqs under such citennstanoea wv61d dare to loopose the opg^* 
tion of one of them but with the consent of the parties themselves. Nor 
do persons wisli to become purchasers tUI they obtain the consent of the 
negroes to become t^i^ir pcoperty;*-NS:f. V^Menfs JSt^or/, 1833. 
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kouse servants attached to merchants and mc' 
chanics^ who may have been unfortunate in the 
world, or leaving the Colonies. The servants 
of the latter are generally retained in their places 
by their successors; and those of the former are 
almost always purchased by persons in similar 
lines of life, nor do their masters^ misfortunes 
change their condition or situation in life. Ne- 
^oes attached to estates remain fixed to 
the estateis, though these be sold, and change 
masters. A gang is never broken up without 
their own consent, and at any rate it is a circum- 
stance that very rarely happens. Slaves are 
never removed from one island to another, nor 
even from one estate to another in the same 
island, without their consent previously obtained. 
With regard to the removal from one estate to 
another in the same Colony, it is not easy to 
understand why this great lamentation should 
be made about it. Except Jamaica, few if any 
of our idands are larger than some parishes in 
the Highlands of Scotland, and in which islands 
the negroes are removed perhaps a few miles 
from their former abode — ^frequently not further 
than from St. Paul's to Hyde Park. Is this 
more severe than the fate of tens of thousands 
of families, who from necessity, nay even in the 
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common course of basiness^ are broke^u up, esy?^ 
individual separated, severed to the distance of 
thousands of mjles — iscattered to thie four grinds 
of heaven, never ag^in to meet on eeirth ? But 
were the negroep in reality, the ignorant;, 4^^ 
graded> andbrutal race which the scribe ofthe Afri^ 
can Institution represents them to be, how little 
would their feelings be hurt or wounded «pOn 
separations, even did $i}chtdke place? To biuid 
the Slaves to th^soil, would in many, places, 
(such as the Bahamas and Virgin. islands) be to 
bind them to poverty, misery, wa)it, and do* 
struction. 

"The Slaves in general h^ve uttle aa no access to Chnstiaii in- 
struction." 

How men, with the hallowed name of Ghi'istL- 
anity on their lips, should thus violate the fir^sit 
of its precepts, by bringing against their bre^ 
thren a charge so manifestly unjust and tintrue> 
must be left to their own consciences and others 
to determine. If they do it through ignorance 
they are blameable, because they need not want 
information — if they do it with a knowledge that 
the I'everse is the fact, I pity and forgive them* 
There is no Colony in the West Indies at this mo- 
ment, in which, besides the regular establil^hed 
clergy of the church of Ei^Iand, there ii^ nota yeny 
considerable number of missionaries, Moravians 

T 
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and others^ and every encouragement given fo 
them in every qnarter^ provided they are men of 
probity and worth* In Grenada^ there are^ at this 
moment^ four missionaries^ two clergymen of 
the Episcopalian communion^ and one Roman 
Catholic priest^ to a negro population of 26^000^ 
ALL Roman Catholics^ which gives more reli- 
gious instructors^ in proportion to the popula- 
tion, than is to be found in many parts of Great 
Britain. In many islands — ^in Trinidad — ^in St. 
Vincent's, and other places, the number is equally 
great, and I do add, and challenge this Society, 
one or all of its members, to contradict me when 
I say, that in every place these teachers of re- 
ligion, while they confine themselves to teaching 
the true principles of Christianity, are not only not 
obstructed, but encouraged and made welcome; 
and further, that both resident and non-resident 
proprietors are joining together in getting and 
sending out clergymen to instruct their negroes, 
independent of those sent out by religious 
societies in this country. A cry has been 
raised in this country about the obstructions 
which missionaries met with in some of the islands. 
The fact is, that most improper and dangerous 
men were employed for that purpose, whp pro- 
ceeded in such a manner that, in some cases, 
says the Corporation of Kingston, in an ordi- 
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nance^ " the minds of Slaves have been so ope- 
rated upon arid affected by the fanaticism of ig- 
norant^ illiterate^ uneducated men^ false enthu- 
siasts^ as to become totally deranged/' — {Par- 
liamentary Proceedings^ 181 h, p. 105.) ^^ Some 
of the Dissenting missionaries'' (says Stewart) 
^' sent out were low ignorant men, who perhaps 
did more harm ftan godd by their instructions, 
if they might be so called. Instead of incul- 
cating the plain practical duties which Christi- 
anity enjoins, they expatiated on topics alto- 
getherincomprehensiblebytheirignorantauditors 
— as the new birth, grace, election, and the 
utter inefficacy of mere good works to recom- 
mend them to the favour of the Almighty. They 
became, in consequence of the fanatical cant of 
these pretended preachers, more hypocritical, 
more assuming, more regardful of outward ap- 
pearances, less cheerful, and lively, full of a fa- 
natic gloom bordering on melancholy, and less 
attentive to the affairs of their families or the 
interest of their owners. I know a poor elderly 
negro woman, who had always been remarkable 
for cheerfulness, alacrity, and an animated at- 
tention to herself and her family, suddenly, from 
an over zealous attendance on a mulatto preacher, 
sink into a gloomy listlessness and despondency. 
She neglected herself, she neglected her family, 

t2 
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ahe would not even exert herself to provide for 
the most obvious amd urgent wants ; and when 
reproved for it, the poor creature would reply, 
with a piteous look and whining tone, ^ The 
Lord would help bis servant," (pages 282 and 
2S3.) For opposing men like these, the cha- 
racters of the West India Colonists have been 
h>ad6d with opprobrium and reproach, and they 
have been held up as infidels and monsters. 
Prii^iplei^ more dangerous than those whkh 
have been noticed, and more destructive to the 
^happiness of the negroes^ could not well be in- 
culcated amongst them. 

. As religion is a point much dwelt upon by the 
calumniators of the Colonies, and is a subject al- 
ways haKi recourse to, in order to irritate the 
Mother Country against the Colonies, and as 
the charge here made is of the most sweeping 
and un<|ualified nature, it becomes necessary 
to pay a little more attention to, it than it 
otherwise would deserve. ^ 

It would extend tliese pages ta an inconveni- 
eiU length to notice every point ; but from. Par- 
liMdentary Papers I select the following official 
retuirns oi the Religious Instructors in the West 
Indies, 10 years ago^ remarking that since that 
period they have been greatly increased. 

Bmrbndoev, ckTen R<ctor»--f>opuUticm about gO^MO—Churches ite 
ptrfect repftir— divine service performed in a proper manner — the clergjr 
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as a body, highly respectaible. {Parliamentary Proceedings , IBiS.) Thert 
are also a number of missionaries on diis island. Mbvis— ^Hiree esta- 
blished clergymen and one missionary— Population, 6096 filares^ St. 
Christopher's — Wive Established clergymen, three Moravians, four Me- 
thodist missionaries— twelve to a population of 17,788 Slaves. Antigua 
— ^Five Establisihed clergymen, three from the West India Society, fbur 
teachers of the United Brethren, and two Wesleyan teachers — ^tbvrteen, 
to a population of 35,000. Jamaica*— 42 Established clergymen, three 
Roman Catholic priests, in Kingston — one Pre^yterian clergyman, and 
a Very considerable number of missionaries ; and the West India Society 
have four. " In Tobago," says Sir W. Young, " several negro children 
are brought every Sunday to christen. I am informed that on most 
estates there are many negroes who have been christened, and many who 
can repeat the Lord's Prayer, Belief, and the Ten Commandments f. In 
Grenada, St. Vincent's, St. Lucia, and Dominica, the negroes are almost 
«U rigid Rfnnaii C^^Uct. Of the reMgiovs establlshpieot oi Trinidad 
Sir Ralph Woodford, in his Letter to Earl Bathurst says, ** A retnm 
is given of one Protestant minister, and eight Catholic priests ; and Mf . 
Clapl^un states the eiHval df several missionaries in the ialtod since CIr 
conflagration af Port of Spain, in 1803." On an e9t«te where I Uve4> 
generally every evening, always every Sunday morning and Sunday even- 
ing, the Slaves publicly said prayers and sang hymns (not tiie worse, it 
is presumed, because t^eae were eqng ai^d 9^d i^ Fre^chi) ap4 evfiiy 
evening the young children regularly did the same. 

* There are only 31 at present resident. 

t *' In these islands, the Slave population does not amount to twelve 
thousand souls ; and we have two clergymen of the Church of Ekiglandy 
a Presbyterian minister, five indefatigable Wesleyan missionaries, and 
other licensed preachers, among which are four blacks, three of whom 
are Baptist's, and one in ehavgs of a chapel, where he performs Ohriae 
Service accQrdin||^ to the forms of the Chiuch of England. The oppp^- 
tunities of religious instruction in our principal settlements, accordingly 
are numerous, nor are onr plantatSons altogether without them, tliere 
are, as we have already suggested, few, if any, even of our iidd Sjaveii, 
who do not profess Christianity. And although the interest which our 
Slave-holders take in the religious improvement of their Slaves, naturally 
varies wkh the resfiectiTe opinions and h^ta of tiie farmer, we tan cMi- 
iidentiy assert, that no obstacle whatsoever is at this time opposed, on 
any of our plantations or elsewhere, to the dissemination of religions 
doctrines aitaong the latter."— (AiAama Repotty 1823.) 
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Nor it thii aU. In the year 1794, a Society of West In^a Gentlemea, 
under the patronage of the Bishop of London, erected thenuelves into a 
society to propagate religioua instruction amongst the Slares. Their 
proceedings lie before me, and they state that thoiigh their fiinds are 
doubled these are inadequate to meet the demands on them—'* the letters 
from the gentlemen employed by them in the West Indies bear tes- 
timony to the awakening spirit which manifestiBg itself around them 
in fovour of the communication of Christianity to the negroes, and of the 
growing disporition to encourage the couTerrion to that holy reUgion,"^ 
and this spirit is not confined to ** private individuals, but is honourably " 
manifested by those invested with the highest authority in the islands." 

At the very last meeting of this society^ besides liberal subecriptioDS 
from individuals, gentlemen connected with the West Indies, a most 
munificent donation of jf 1000 was received by the Society from the ge- 
neral fund of the West India merchants and planters in the city of London. 

So much for the daring assertion that the 
Slaves in our Colonies have ^ little or no reli- 
gious instruction.'' On such a sacred subject> 
truth might have been adhered to. The depar- 
ture from it requires no comment to point out 
the cruel nature of such conduct 

** Marriage, that blessing of civilised and bvbn of savaob ufb, is pro- 
tected in the ease of Slaves by no legal sanction. It cannot be said 
to exist among them. They are still denied the blessings of the mar- 
riage tie/' 

I have seldom met with more consummate ig- 
norance^ and more deliberate falsehood and mis- 
representation. Where, I ask, is it that savaoes 
enjoy the blessings of the marriage tie ? Is it 
amongst ^ our African Brethren,^ whose chiefs 
Mr. Macaulay informs us, ^ engross all the 
women" — in Africa, where polygamy is univer- 
sal, and any thing like a permanent union 
betwixt the sexes is unknown amongst all ranks 
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and classes of the population? That they Bte 
denied the marriage tie in our Coloni^s> is posi* 
tively denied. The clergymen in the Wind- 
ward Islands^ and I believe silso in Jamaica^ are 
obliged by law to marry, and to baptize their 
children without fee, whenever called upon so 
to do by either master or Slave. But that either 
the master or the clergyman should compel them 
to marry, or use the authority vested in a master 
to command ihtm to do so, is a proposition so 
monstrous and so absurd (yet the writer means 
this or he means noHiing, and his charge &Us 
to the ground;) that no human being but this 
champion of virtue, would ever for a moment 
have thought of it. The Slaves in our Co- 
lonies have the same * legal sanction^ for the 
marriage tie, if they choose to enter into that 
state, that every person in Britain has. Sonie 
of them marry, and lead very regular lives — ^but 
the multitude continue to content themselves with 
such marriage ties as the ^ savage state'' affords, 
and amongst these, ^ our African brethren" are 
decidedly the most profligate and the worst. Their 
(example contaminates generations of Creoles. 
No one regrets this mode of life more than 
their master. Knowledge and intelligence must 
first be diffused amongst the progeny of Africans, 
so inveterately accustomed to polygamy ; before 
they can or will be bound by the marriage ti«. 
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Thii^ IB ia subject, however, in which the Slaves 
consider themselves as beyond their master's 
controul, aild not amenable to his authority. 
To attempt to bind the African pari of them by 
marriage, would produce the most terrific de- 
moralization. After the fashion of their own 
country many of them live regular lives*, but 
the restraint of being bound to each other is, 
j^enerally speaking, impracticable and idle to 

* Innumerable proofs might be adduced in support of this fact* But 
the following from the Grenada Gazette, of the 18th October last, is 
deemed suiBcieiit, and provos that the negro Staves do not Uve, as it is 
asserted they do live, " like brutis." 

*^ Died lately, upon Lower Latante Estate y at the advanced age of 85 
years, Susan, a Slave bom upon, and belonging to that property. She 
Wiis followed tQ the grave by upwards of two hundked iEi.iTiYE8, of 
which number Jifty-six were her immediate descendants, viz : two 
ions, two daughters ; nine grandsons, ten grand-daughters ; fifteen great- 
gnmdsooB, f^een great i^ndpdaughters ; and thtee great great grand* 
daughters.'* , 

'' One of the charges most gravely urged against the Colonies is, instead 
of encourage marriages among the Slaves, a promiscuous Intercdurs^ 
of the sexes Ss even worse than tolerated ; and a geperal dmncifttion of 
lewdness is brought against all the drivers, all the book-keepers-— every 
man, black or white, in fact, employed upon West India plantations. This 
'm a mibjoet upon which tixe venerable Mr. 'Wilberforce appears to be pe» 
culiarly sensitive. It recurs nine or ten times, if not oftenei', in his k^ 
peal (pages 16, 18, & 20, and as respects manngers, overseers, pages 21, 
22, 23, 28, 32, 53, et pastimj To all this we have the skme answer as 
before^ namely, that there is no truth in the accusation, so far as respects 
these islands. It rarely happens among us, that adult negroes are un- 
married; andmthout flear of contradiction we assert, that pains are taken 
aa4 genendly with suceeiiPi^itiittfl^utthe islands, to promote eariy mar- 
riages among the Slaves^ We had ^otto consult the oracle of the. African 
Institute, to know that the marriage state affords perhaps the best security 
lor fiobriety and steadiiicM among ouVpeople." fBahatna ReportJ 
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attempt. I have heard of its having been at- 
tempted to engage uneducated Slaves in the 
bonds of marriage. In a few weeks they were 
broken through, and the missionary and master, 
by whatauthority I knownot, separated, divorced^ 
and re-married the parties. We may shudder to 
contemplate such scenes as these ; but every 
premature attempt to enforce such obligations, 
must be productive of similar results*. 

* The 13th and 14th Sections of the Slave Act, says the legislature of 
St. Vincent's, shew the anxiety of the Legislature to produce permanent 
connections of the sexes, and the beneficial results to be expected there- 
from— They provide, " That for every infant Slave which shall be bom 
within these islands, and shall survive three weeks, the midwife and nurse 
shall each be entitled to receive one dollar, and if there should be no 
nurse in attendance, the midwife shall be entitled to demand and receive 
two dollars ; and upon every infant Slave attaining the age of fifteen 
months, the mother thereof shall be entitled to demand and receive six 
dollars ; and upon every such infant being incorporated in the grass or 
vine gang, the mother, or person nursing the infant, shall be entitled to 
demand and receive the farther sum of two dollars; the sfdd several 
premiums or sums of money shall in the first instance be paid by the 
owner or owners, or person or persons having the direction of the said 
Slaves, but shall be deducted by him or them so pajdng the same from 
the public taxes, which shall become due and payable by the owner or 
owners, possessor or possessors, of the said Slaves, next after the pay- 
ment by him or them of the said several sums of money, and the amount 
thereof charged by the Treasurer against the public*' — ^And 

*' That every female Slave who shall have six children living, or who 
having raised from infancy and during the period of nurture, a child or 
children of deceased mothers, and which shall continue to live with her 
as her adc^ted child or children shall have of her own and of such so 
nused and adopted child or children six children living, shall only be em- 
ployed in light labour in the field or otherwise; and the owner or pos- 
sessor of every such female Slave, shall be exempted from all manner of 
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The Parliamentary returns^ and the authority 
of the Rev. Mr. Brydges^ are decisive upon the 
charge made by the anti-colonists^that ^ the mar-' 
riage tie is denied^ to the Slaves in our Colonies. 
This charge^ says the latter, page 22, ^I positively 
contradict, by stating, that I have myself married 
one hundred and eighty-seven couple of negro 
Slaves in my own parish (Manchester), within 

taxes for such female Slare, any thing in the Act conunonly called the 
PoU-Tax Act or any other Tax-Acts of these islands passed or annually 
to be passed to the contrary notwithstanding ; and a deduction shall be 
made for all such female Slaves, from the taxes of such owner or pos- 
sessor, on the certificate of the justice, taking the annual returns that 
proof was g^ven upon oath to his satisfaction, not only that the r^uisite 
number of children, together with the mother or adopted mother are 
living, but also that the mother had been employed only in light field or 
other labour, and was provided with the means of an easy and comfort<* 
able nudntenance.*' 

To this last clause it may be added as matter of fact, that the usage of 
the Colony goes further than the strict letter of the law would require, for 
women with six cUldren are never required to perform even *' light labmr 
in the field, or otherwise^* for their masters. They are, to all intents, free 
persons, with the exception that they are not allowedto remove themselves 
from their families or the plantation ; but for any purpose of the master, 
their names are never called but to receive their allowance of provisions 
and clothing. — Such women are rendered more happy than they ever 
would be in the enjoyment of freedom in the conunon acceptation of the 
term. In addition to this allowance of food <nd cloathing, they are pro- 
vided with alarge and comfortable house to enable them to have their child- 
ren around them. They may be said to have a life-estate in as much land 
as they can cnltlvEte. A medical man must attend them in their hours 
of sickness, and they know they have in reversion a comfortable pro- 
vision for their day of old age and imbecility. Do these things weigh 
nothing in the scale of human comfort and happiness?" (Officimi 
JUport.) 
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the last two years^ all of whom were encouraged 
by their avmers to marry. In another parisb> 
St* Thomas in the East^ I have reason to know^ 
that there have been three times that number 
married during the incumbency of the present 
Rector, Mr. Trew^" and at page 27^ he adds^ 
^ during my residence in this parish^ I have ac- 
tually baptized 9^413 negro Slaves^ many of 
whom attend church ; some have learnt the 
Lord's Prayer and ten commandments, &c. * ^ 
By the returns in Parliamentary paper. No. 347, 
p. 3, of last Session,* which returns His Grace 
the Duke of Manchester informs us, ^ were in 
an imperfect state f we, nevertheless, learn 
that during the last 14 years, 3,590 marriages 
of Slaves had taken place in Jamaica by the re- 
gular clergy, independent of the numbers married 
by the missionaries. In their resolutions lately 
passed, the inhabitants of the parish of St. 
Thomas in the Vale, state that ^ in that parish 
the whole body of the Slaves were initiated into 
the knowledge of Christianity^ and that within 
the last six years, seventeen hundred covpLift 
had been married therein.'' 

No sooner were these facts published in Bri- 
tain, than the abolition committee attacked them 
and their authors with the utmost virulence, and 
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asserted that the whole had been got up upon 
the spur of the moment to deceive the people of 
the mother country. The official Parliamentary 
return alluded to, however, negatives in the 
completes! manner, the disgraceful charge. 
That return was moved for in the House of 
Commons, August 3d 1822, transmitted by the 
Duke of Manchester, March ITth 1823; and 
from that paper the following account of the 
marriages of Slaves in Kingston, from 1808 to 
1823 is selected. 

Marriages op Slaves, Kingston. 



1806.. 


....20 


1813... 


... 40 


1818... 


...140 


18081.. 


.... 8 


1814... 


... 78 


• 1819... 


...180 


1810. 


....21 
....10 


1815... 
1816... 


...126 
...129 


1820. . . 


. . . 167 


1811, 


1821... 


...155 


i8ie. 


....19 


1817... 


...134 


1822... 


...121 



Shewing first, a regular increase and next 
falsifying, in the completest manner, the charges 
that marriages were got up on this occasion to 
impose upon the people of Grr«at Britain, for 
the whole — ^t say the whole, of those enumerated, 
were solemnized before the people of Great 
Britain had made any inquiry about them. 

The number of marriages solemnized in Ja- 
maica, during 14 years, in proportion to its po- 
pulation, is next sneered at. Be it so — ^but if 
3,590 marriages were solemnized, three hundred 
thousand or three millions might have been so- 
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lemnized^ had it been required. This fact is 
sufficient to disprove the charge, that ^ the mar- 
riage tie is denied^ to West India Slaves. 

" In conaequence" of this^vrant of, or denial of the marriage tie, *^ the 
most unrestrained licentiousness — degra^ng, disgustii^ and promiscuous 
intercourse universally prevails amongst the Slaves, encouraged by the 
example of the whites." 

It seems to be the failing of this writer, (but 
whether from ignorance or design I know not) to 
pervert the facts of every subject which he touches. 
The licentiousness here proclaimed is produced, 
not by the want of the marriage tie, but the 
want of the marriage tie is produced by the li- 
centiousness. That there is more licentiousness 
than should be in the West Indies, I do not 
mean to deny, but I must beg leave to ask — ^Is 
there no licentiousness, no degrading, disgusting, 
promiscuous intercourse between the sexes in 
Great Britain, and other places of her dominions 
— ^none in India — ^none in Africa, that paradise of 
innocence and peace? Is it all confined to the 
West Indies? No ! And while a London Society, 
if they were to take their stand in Fleet Street or 
Granbouri]^ Alley, would in one hour in any even- 
ing see more disgusting public scenes of licen- 
tiousness, vice, misery, and degradation, than 
they could perceive, I aver it, in twelvemonths, in 
all the West India Colonies: I marvel why 
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they should heed home so little^ and look 
abroad so much. In the West Indies I utterly 
deny that licentiousness and immorality exist to 
the extent that those hideous caricatures^ dashed 
off by the anti colonial writers or Societies in this 
country, exhibit to the world. Neither bond nor 
free are so degraded, nor do we there see those 
scenes of misery and crime, which are so often 
witnessed in this country, as the consequences 
of the violation of the laws of virtue. One thing 
is, besides, abundantly plain, that the whites in 
the West Indies, do not ^ engross all the wo- 
men to themselves,'' as Mr. Macaulat says, our 
African brethren^ do. The licentious lives, and 
promiscuous intercourse between the sexes, said 
to prevail amongst the Slaves, prove at least, 
that they are not in the Colonies, as Mr. Ma- 
CAULAY informs us they are in Africa, ** com 
pelled to lead solitary lives" for want of 
females; and consequently by the shewing of 
their calumniators, tihe whites in the West Indies 
are not quite such tyrants as the African chiefs, 
or the Indian Brahmins, who keep their (female) 
Slaves, at the extent of a long pole from them, 
nor the Slaves in our Colonies so oppressed, or 
their affections so restrained as those in Africa 
by, (be it always remembered,) ^ our j?ree Afr%x 
can brethren.^ There are moreover people in 
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^e Colonies^ both white and blacky whose cha- 
racter and conduct would not lose by compari- 
son with any in the Mother Country. I do not 
know of any thing that more completely prevents 
the blessings of marriage being extended a- 
mong the whites, than the frantic meddling of 
certain Societies in this country with the politi- 
cal state of society in the Colonies, which ren- 
ders it so insecure and dangerous, that few white 
men can wish to have wives and families exposed 
to the horrors that may overtake them. 

Whatever has been said and asserted to the 
contrary, the Slaves, or the forefathers of the 
Slaves, in our Colonies, are as much the out- 
casts of Africa, and dregs of its rude population^ 
as the population of New Holland is the dregs 
of (he population of this country. Let us, there- 
fore, pause and consider for a moment what the 
population of our West India Colonies in gene- 
ral is, namely, either the dregs of the rudest 
savages and barbarians on earth, or else the im- 
mediate descendants of these, and when we bear 
that fact in mind, we shall not only cease to 
wonder that ignorance and licentiousness pre- 
vail among them, but rather feel surprise that 
they are improved to the extent they are. It 
cannot be denied that the creole Slave realtor is, 
and looks upon himself as much superior io the 
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Africaa negro as the most intelligent ^nd en* 
lightened persons in this conntry, stand in point 
of intellect, above the Creole Slaves in the 
West Indies. 

We hear everlasting lamentations about our 
African brethren doomed to Slavery in the West 
Indies without being told exactly what kind of 
brethren these are. Some of them are canni- 
bals like that man whom the intelligent whites 
at Sierra Leone tried by a Jury of whites and 
the English law, for killing and eating one of 
his countrymen, and who declared in court, that 
he had a great desire to cat one of the white 
jurymen — ^really, like those men whom Adams in 
his account of the African coast, describes, as 
follows: — 

** A considerable portion of the negroes, obtained at Cameroons utui 
Gaboon, are a miserable race of beings, and held in bat little estimation 
in the West Indies. They appear to be in the descending link in the 
great animal chain, which connects man with the Owang-ouian^,' Their 
foreheads are short, oral, and receding ; eyes close together; notes 
scarcely abore the level of the cheeks ; mouths :wide and projecting ; re- 
ceding cluns ; hair thinly sown, soft, and woolly ; narrow chests, long 
bodies, abdomen protuberant; short lower extremities, and long arms, legs 
without calves, and long feet. They have poor constitutions, &c." 

The licentious manners of the population of Africa, is perfectly noto- 
rious, and no human being but the champion of the African Society, could 
for a momient suppose, that; for many generations, a mass of them could be 
brought to consider chastity a virtue. Polygamy is universal. The 
chiefs and free people, as Mr.^Macaulay plaintively informs us, " ingfoss 
aH the women" and of the nature of that polygamy and '' pronUsetious, 
depopulating intercourse/' a short account, And upon a moderale Scale, 
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19 subjoined from the aiitlv>rit7 just <}iM>ted.^'' At Wfl^Ke (Jda^ht of 
Benin) and other parts, polygamy is common; and the number of wives 
which the black monarch had exceeded sixty ; for suoh I jadged to be 
the nmnb^*, as one day in my nunUes I inadvertently peeped into the 
royal seraglio; and here indeed were queens actively employed in all the 
duties and embellishments of domestic Hfe, /rtm the taiktte to the wash- 
iw^tub, AjpA u wie often bear of ^Icings being (aQeg(nmBa%) ^tc^ the 
Cathers of their people, the extraordinary fact seemed to be venfied in old 
King Ottoo*8 person ; as from the number of children in this establish- 
meat, it would be no great stretch of imagination to fancy the population 
ofW^RREBto have been principally of lus own creation." Such a sovereag^ 
as thiSy however, cannot well be rapked amongst the mo/i«ters, the 
scourge and terror of the human race, and he would therefore cer- 
tainly escape, in Mr. Stephen's con^ffwplated— lecommended, general 
massacre.* 

Reader^ those and auch as those^ nay the 
very refuse of such a population^ are our African 
brethren^ which ait different times have been 
brought to people our West India Coloniefi. Can 
their manners be reformed in a day ? and as vice 
and ignorance bring poverty^ diseaise and misery 

* " In Afnca we have, indeed, these savage monsters, who, under the 
title of sovereigns, render themselves the scourges of the human race; 
for what atronger example of such cases can be imagined, than that of 
due£B who tear thdr unhappy innocent people from their hous^ and 
families, and sell them as cattle to foreign merchants, to be carried 
into a perpetual and cruel bondage fsr from their native land.-— 
i;he monsters," tb^ writer repeats with Grotius, " who, und^r the title of 
spvereigns, render themselves the scourges and horror of the human race, 
they are savage beasts whom every man may justly exterminate from the 
earth. All antiquity has praised Hercules for ddivering the woiid from 
an Antteus, a Busiris, and a Diomede.*' (Slave Trade of Spain m North- 
ern Africa, pages 31 and 45s> Well, let us leave Afr, James Stephen, 
Hercules, jinteeus, Busiris, DUmede, and the Kings of Dahomey and 
Ashantet, to meet and settle this businese. 

U 
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in this country, upon all addicted to them, 
cannot it he for a moment supposed, when a 
newly-arrived or passing European, sees wretch- 
ed looking negroes, that this wretchedness 
proceeds from their own vicious habits and 
pursuits, instead of proceeding from the cruelty 
and neglect of their masters. In ninety*nine 
cases out of one hundred, inquiry would ascer- 
tain this to be the fact. 

But really it is most unfair to charge all the 
licentiousness of the Colonies upon the native 
inhabitants, when it is recollected what characters 
are imported into them from Great Britain. I will 
tell the society a tale, which it is surprising none 
of their correspondents have told them, or if told, 
that it has not, like other West India wicked- 
ness, been made public. Truth they know is a 
libel, and I have no wish to come under the 
penalty of the law. Yet I shall be able, with- 
out coming into a court, to make same of them 
comprehend me. By the influence of an insti- 
tution in this country, an English lawyer was 

sent as a to a West India Colony. He 

took a fancy to a young Mestee girl in her teens. 
The mother was a prudent woman. Two prime 
Slaves were the price of her daughter^? virtue. 
^ Eager love, says Jupiter, admits of no delay.'' 
A ship amongst the last v^sels engaged in the 
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Slave tradelay in the roads. Two stout fdtews of 
our ^ poor Pagan African brethren^ were pur- 
chased^ and, by a formal conveyance, drawn by the 
fflOH donor, made over to the mother. I remem- 
ber very well, while mulattoes tittered, negroes 
stared, and white men cried shame, seeing the 
bridal palanquin which bore the bride, with those 
marriage ties which form the peculiar blessing of 
^ the savage stated going past the parson's door, 
to the house of the impatient Buckra, where for 
two days and two nights, (not so long as Mahom- 
med laboured with the black-eyed Mary) the 
parties remained secluded. Some time after, 
this personage quitted that Colony for another 
—leaving it also, he returned to the former. His 
love was cooled. A flaw, I cannot possibly 
suppose intentionally made, was discovered in 
the conveyance of the two negroes. . They were 
taken back and sold to another person. Yet 
this man was a loud declaimer against Slavery 
and the Slave trade, and what is more, he has 
been held up {ignorantly no doubt) by the fa- 
thers of the abolition in this country, as a par- 
ragon of humanity and virtue. 

If the Parliamentary Commissioners now in the 
Colonies, inquiring into legal abuses, are com- 
missioned to look after such subjects, the above 
will perhaps not be found a solitary instance. 

»2. 
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penons are prammed and ti^en to be SUvei ;** in c«veQiieiice of which, 
imqHitoui law, ai it is called, these penODB are Uable to be apprehended 
M *' f«ii**w«y Slans," Mad Mid hito ^aaieiabondag*,--" tkMtghpt^kapi 
bom i» Gret Britain itse^,** InthU waf *' tlttir liberty itaftenfreafly 
endangeied, and sometimeB lost— if they fail to eatabtish their freedom by 
Mcb «tidtoee as the C<floiiial hrwi tvqtnre." 

We are not aware that Great BritaiB pro- 
ducea blacks. Colour is, and ki our Colonies 
must be held as a presumption that the man is a 
Slave^ when he appears as a vagrant, and can 
give no reasonable account whence he came, and 
whither be is going, or reference to any one con- 
cerning his condition. In such cases, and in such 
cases only, are any black or coloured persons 
called upon to give an account of themiselves. 
Oh ! but these are obsolete laws, and man moff 
do so? Man may do strange things. There are 
laws in our statute books by which the Lord Ad- 
vocate may send the people of Scotland to jail at 
and during his pleasure. But does he do so? And 
t could point out prisons in this country where 
men, guilty of no crime, and committed without 
any examination, languish for want of bail 
which they could not possibly procure, till they 
are ^ heard.'' But because it may be done, it does 
not follow that any free man has been or can 
be sold, as a Slave under that pre&uaaption. 
Tl^e person apprehended upon that supposition 
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fiMiffiws DO greater wslr»iil tha^ ^f^^ignt^ do w 
tWfl^ c^uixby, who cuniiot gke w, 8W«jpuiit ctf 
themselves. The evidence the Colonial law? re- 
quiire is Vievy mmph. Aay arediUe wit^ess^ 
black or white, paying that they know the man 
to be fir^ej, s^vejs my o^e from a^y further 
trouble. Every free man has his freedom regis- 
tered ip the registry of the Colony to which he 
belonga^ and if he has it not with him, or if he is 
born of free parents, he can without difficulty 
procure evidence of these things, should he h8i,ve 
come away from one island to another where he 
was tots^lly unknown, without introductions, 
which is not likely. Any man claiming the 
labour of a negrpe, who says he is free, 
muat prove bis title to him— prove it agniius^ the 
immediate power of the crown, in this case the 
gu^rdig^U, protector, and defender*; aud if tbq 

* About 150 yean ago, an African Slave ship was wrecked on the Mii»- 
quito ihore. The negroes escaped into the intejior and mixed with the 
native Indians. Some time after thb the early Bdtish setders reduced 
some of these people Into Slavery by force or by purchase. Complaints 
were made to the Governor and Leglslattkre of Jamaica, that people en- 
titled to their freedom had been made Slaves. — Inquiry was instituted, 
and some individuals were emancipated, but numerous applications con- 
tinuing to be made by others, and it bdng extremely difficult to deter- 
mine the descendants of the Slaves so wrecked, from tiiose imported into 
the Colony, the Legislature of Jamaica passed an Act, in 1741, directing 
those persons then owned as Slaves in Honduras, to be considered thence- 
forth as such ; but at the same time forbiddioy, in the most express 
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writer in question would attend to common 
sense^ the very fact, that colour is a pre- 
terms, the Colonists to liave any thing more to do either with the natire 
Indians, the mixed race or descendants of the SUves formerly wrecked. 

Thus nuitters stood till within these few years, when, during the Gorer- 
norship of Col. Arthur, in 1821 and 1822, some of the descendants of 
those people made Slaves at the remote period mentioned, claimed their 
freedom. A commission was appointed by goyemment to examine into 
their claims, and by their report and the decision of the courts there, 
eighteen persons were declared entitled to their freedom, and obtained it. 
In some of the cases the clumants acquiesced — ^but others hare on strong 
grounds appealed to the King and Council, and what decision may be 
there giren it is not for me to anticipate. 

The papers connected with these proceedings were printed by order of 
the House of Commons, on the 16th June lut, and now lie before me. 
They completely negatire the assertion made by Mr. Stephen, that any 
black or coloured man may be taken up and sold as a Slave '* even with 
Ms manumission in his handy" without there being any law to afibrd them 
protection or redress. These facts are not only altogether kept out of 
view by the enemies of the Colonies ; but Mr. Buxton and Mr. Wilber- 
force, in the House of Commons, only a few days before it a^oumed 
last year, as well as all their scribes who touch upon the subject, speak 
as if those things were the events of yesteiday. This is a most unjust, 
ungenerous, and disingenuous mode of proceeding, and not only so, but 
they keep out of sight every extenuating circumstance. But let the Go- 
remraent Commissioners speak for themselves. 

" The Commissioners, however, notwithstanding this explicit declara- 
tion in favour of the Indians, do feel themselves bound to declare, 
that such are the extenuating circumstances under which they have been 
long held in bondage, as greatly,, if not entirely, to exculpate their 
present possessors ; and therefore that it would be unjust, except in some 
few cases, wherein it might be both just and proper, to charge upon them 
what might be considered inadequate and equitable indemnification." — 
{parliamentary Paper, No, 457, Session, 1823.) 

So much for the accurate statements of tbe African Institution, who 
seem to make it a continued practice either to conceal or misrepresent 
truth, or substitute some falsification of it in every thing connected 
with our West India Colonies. 
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sumption of Slavery, will operate to deter any 
man from either selling or buying a negroe who 
may turn out to be the property of another man, 
who could make him pay most severely for de- 
priving him of it. Numerous negroes who are 
really Slaves pass in our Colonies as free men 
x>n that very account. Every negroe when he 
absconds states himself to be free, and a quipker 
mode cannot be conceived by which emancipa- 
tion would be effected, than by that counselled 
and contended for by the author of the registry 
bill some years ago, that every negro or person 
of colour found in any Colony who said he was 
free should be considered as such, unless some 
one in that Colony could prove he was a Slave. 
This rule of Colonial law, in fact, cannot, be 
dispensed with while Slaves are held in them. 
It does also seem not a little singular that euch 
an accusation, so often refuted, should now 
be re-iterated against the Colonies, without a 
shadow of proof, particularly when the register 
bill is in full force, in which the iiame and des- 
cription of every Slave in every Colony is accu- 
rately entered, so that no man can have any 
difficulty in finding out who are Slaves and who 
are free. If what this writer and his co-adjutors 
say were true, there could not be a free person of 
colour in our Colonies ; and the very fact that 
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there are numy^ and theee multiplyiiig fast^ in 
Bi\ our Golonies^ is a convincing: proof of the 
&laehood of the insinuation and of the injustice of 
the charge here brought forward. Mr. Stewart 
(page 333) says that Irom lO^OOO^ the number 
in Xamaica in 1788, they had multiplied in 1821 
to 36^000. Gould tiiis possibly be the case 
if every person^ with a coloured skin, were 
tiierefore liable to be sold as a Slave, or, as 
Mr. StEPimN, in ^ Reasons for a Registry," p. 65, 
says, to be ^ sold with his ufANUifissoK m ajs 

When we are told the feet, ^ that many thou- 
sands of infents are annually bom in our West 
India Colonies," we must be permitted to remark 
that it is no proof of unbounded promiscuous 
intercourse, and when it is added that the mu- 
lattoes increase so rapidly from tiie connections 
of white and coloured persons with blacks, we 
c^serve some proof of concubinage, but none 
of a promiscuous intercourse, and each feet 
shews us an increasing population.* fVom 
this cause^ however, the writer states, that 

* in farther refotaitUm of the chat|fes of umTersal depravity, and tie 
general " licentiousBesSf disgnating, depopulaOng^ and pronuscnofia in- 
tercourae between the sexes/' asserted to prevul with unbounded license 
in tbeae Colonisa, i adduce from authentic and official returns the fol- 
lowing comparison and reference :— Births 
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^ even now in the British Colonies there is no 
increase of Slaves ; but^ on the contrary^ there 
is a diminution of their numbers.'' This is a 
most incorrect and partial statement. It is 
not true that the decrease is geneifal. On 
many estates there is an increase. In Barba- 
does and several of the old islands there is an 
increase; and in Jabiaiga^ says Mr. Stewart, 
page 231, ^ there are now few plantations 
who have not an increase of Slaves^ The 
reason of a decrease, where such is to be founds 
is very evident to those who will take the trouble 
to trace it to the right source. The cause is the 
great inequality of the sexes, which at the ori- 
ginal importation was perhaps in proportion of 

Biiihs in Glasgow, 1822, .... Males 1573 
Do. do. do. .... Females 1399 

Total 2972 
Fopnktion say 147,000. 

(Cleland's Mortality BilL) 

fotli»— Antigua, baptised infants 

SLAVXS, 1817, IfalcB 399 

Do. do. do. Females 374 

Total 773 
Population 28,800. 

PttrUammiary Paper, Ab. 89« Se§sum 1823. 
So that, compared ^th the number of the population in the respective 
places, it appears that there are more children by one-tifth bom in the 
out West India Islands inhabited hg Creole Slaves than there An in Glas- 
gow, and that consequently by the mode of reckoning adopted by Lon- 
don Societies^ the Slares in Antigua are less licentious and more moral 
than the peo{de in Glasgow. 
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eight males to two females. Most of these also 
were grown up people, being most in demand 
for immediate labour, who consequently, in 
course of nature died off without leaving a pro- 
portionate progeny. The great inequality in the 
sexes, arose from the circumstance that the 
greater number of the Slaves were prisoners 
takenin war, and persons, (males chiefly) sold for 
crimes, such as witchcraft, adultery, &c. It is 
quite evident therefore that some generations 
must succeed before the sexes can become 
equal. As soon as this shall be the case and 
the African polygamists shall be extinct, and 
their example no longer operative, (as is the 
case in the old Colonies, where few negroes 
have been imported for the last 50 years, as 
well as on old settled estates in the other Colo- 
nies) — then, the numbers will be kept up and 
increase, but not till then. We must also take 
into account that savages learn the vices of 
civilized life before they learn its virtues, and 
that the former prove most destructive to them. 
This is the true and simple history of the de- 
crease of the annual diminution in the Slave 
population in some of our Colonies ; and these 
the reasons why it will soon cease, and be fol- 
lowed by an increase. The comparison with 
the United States is neither fair nor just, be- 
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cause these States ^till import Slaves^ and where 
the numbers increase as in some of the new 
States^ that increase chiefly arises from the 
transfer of Slaves from other States. 

** In none of the CplonieB of Great Britain have these legal faciUties 
been affbrded to the Slave to purchase his own freedom, which haye pro- 
duced such extremely beneficial effects in the Colonies of Spain and Por- 
tugal, where the Slaves have been manunutted in large numbers. On 
the contrary, in many of our Colonies even the voluntary manumission 
of Slaves by their masters is obstructed, and in some rendered nearly im- 
possible, BY LARGE FINES." 

Truth, it would appear, cannot be told by this 
writer when he can affirm any thing else. What 
these obstructions to manumissions and these 
large fines in our Colonies to prevent them are, 
in point of fact, the reader shall judge. A mas- 
ter manumitting his Slave, was obliged to pay 
into the Colonial treasury a sam of money va- 
rying from jf 100 to jf 500, according to the law 
of the different Colonies, from which sum, from 
the time of its being paid till the day of the death 
of the manumitted person, he received from 6 
to 20 per cent, per annum as a provision in 
case of sickness or misfortune. In Jamaica a 
bond is required, in the penalty of ^£"100 cur- 
rency, for an annuity oi £\^ per annum, in the 
contingency of the manumitted person becoming, 
at any future time, a charge on the parish. This 
provision was called for to prevent masters from 
manumitting aged, diseased, and infirm Slaves, 
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and leaving them firiendless and a burden on the 
community. Such was the intention of the laws 
and regulations mentioned^ where these existed; 
and I challenge the Society to deny the fiM^. 
The clamours of the African Institution got 
those laws repealed inmost of our Colonies *, 
and the consequence is, that Slaves may now be 
manumitted at no expense, and nothing prevents 

* " Here is no stamp required — no bond to be giren, and the very act of 
recordinf^ guards against Chs low. The only fees exacted are snch as the 
public officers appointed by goyemment at home take for recordinf the 
deed of manumission. The cases are rare, and indeed it may be sud they 
have not occurred, where a Slare with the pecuniary means of obtaining 
his freedom has not found the parties, as weD as the Imrs, to bend to Ui« 
attainment of his wishes. But the instances are frequent where Slares 
are known to possess money sufficient to redeem themselves and families, 
without evincing the least disposition to make such an use of their pro- 
perty. Indeed it often happens that negroes are known to lay out their 
mon^ in the purchase of Slaves rather than in r$leitfing themselves fin>m 
Slavery. In such cases the rights of the Slave to his own bondsman may 
be said to be recqgnised by the conunon law er neage of the €k»)ony, 
which equally protects him in the possession of other descriptions of 
Wealth. No instance has erer been known in St Vincent of a Slave hav- 
ing complained that his master had dispossessed Un of any description ef 
property ^ but the master can sue in the courts for bis Slave, iind obtain 
judgment against a white or a free man upon proof of tjie debt The 
Slaves in St Yincent, by the common usage and sanction of the society, 
luw9 been, are now In feet^^and know themselves to be as vrell protoeied 
in the possession of property, as any other class of per8on9. Who ha4 
made the complaint that they are not ? Wherever he be let him come 
farih and mske o«t his easo^let the grievance be ertab)ished-«<and then 
the remedy can be applied. But it i^more than cbildish to^M npon tl^e 
Legislatures to make laws which are not required, and of the want of 
which complaint has never been made.'*— f'^f. Fincent's Oficial Report. J 
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any master from giving ail his useless Staves 
their liberty to-morrow, without giving <hem 
any thing for their support. At this mo- 
ment^ the number of free people of all colours 
is rapidly multiplying in our Colonies^ but 
their condition is in many places extremely 
wretched. They are ignorant^ they will not 
work^ they can neither obtain food^ nor clothes 
sufficient to cover their nakedness. A friend 
lately come from the West Indies informed me, 
that he has seen them half naked^ begging from^ 
•and relieved and sheltered by, the Slaves on his 
property, and that he had brought home with him 
%B a servant, a free boy,, whom his mother beg^ 
ged with tears in her eyes, that he would take to 
afford him employment and preserve him from 
starvation. The Slaves regard many of these 
free people as objects of the greatest compassion. 
Without the means of instruction, their children 
become profligates, and to avoid the trouble 
and burden of providing for their children they 
fonn connections with female Slaves, and 
oftentimes in order to support themselves in 
existence or in idleness, those, in the back set- 
, tlements, encourage and decoy the Slaves to 
absoond and rob tibieir masters. Such is the 
state of a number of free coloured people in our 
Colonies, the wretchedness of which state must 
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coirtinue to increase^ until something is done 
to procure them food^ clothings homes^ and 
instruction^ for none of which they can afford 
to pay. No other results can follow the heed- 
less manumission of Slaves in our Colonies 
for a series of years yet to come. But the 
same results flow from the same causes in 
other countries. ^ The redemption of the (xTU- 
metta (African Slave) in Africa," says Mr. Ma- 
CAULAY, in the letter already quoted, ^ without 
any view of prospective advantage, would un- 
doubtedly be a generous act: but it would be of 
little real benefit to him, if he were immedi- 
ately abandoned by th^ persons who had ran- 
somed him, and were not taught to use his fre- 
dom for the benefit of himself and of the socie- 
ty to whom he belonged. No hope, however, 
can be formed, that the charity of individuals 
would operate very extensively in this way." 
These are important truths, and we would recom- 
mend them to the serious attention of all those 
who call out for emancipating the Slaves in 
our West India Colonies, without thinking 
what these Slaves are to do when they are 
emancipated. 

Whether from ignorance or design, the in- 
creasing free population of the Spanish and 
Portuguese Colonies is not candidly stated. It 
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is insinuated, or rather said^ that this increase 
proceeds from greater facilities of manumission. 
I believe the true cause to be the following : — 
In these Colonies, the Europeans settle with- 
out the smallest wish or intention of re- visiting 
their native country. They therefore marry and 
have families, while some have families without 
the marriage tie, as in other places. These again 
marry and increase, and consider that country as 
their home. Another reason is ; in most — in all of 
these Colonies, there were a great number of 
native free Indians^ who intermarrying with the 
freed negroes and mulattoes, and also forming 
connections with whites and other free peoplcf, 
independent of their connections with negroes, 
produced a numerous race of free people, who 
multiply and increase. In the British Colonies 
there was no such population at the time of 
their settlement, while Englishmen instead of 
settling for life in our Colonies, and marrying 
and having families, always look forward to 
close their days in their native land. This cer- 
tainly prevents the increase of the free popula- 
tion in our Colonies, being equal to the increase 
in the Spanish and Portuguese settlements. 
The insurrections in many of our islands, have 
also destroyed and forced away a number of 
the free settlers, whUe the exhausted state of 
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the lands in the interior of these Colonies^ has 
forced away a great many more of our free people^ 
to swell the population in the Spanish settlement!. 
It must also be borne in mind^ that a very great 
number of free coloured children come annually 
to this country, and never return to the Colo- 
nies again. These are, I believe, the real 
causes of the apparently greater increase of the 
free population in those Colonies, than in ours ; 
but to assign any rational reason for it, would 
take away odium from our West India Colonies, 
which must not, it appears, be done. 

I come now to the last charge, which is this — 
^ Sixteen years have now elapsed since the 
British Slave trade was abolished ; but during that 
long period, no effectual steps have been tajt^en 
either in this country or in the Colonies, for miti- 
gating the rigours of negroe bondage.^ The false- 
hood of the charge here made is so notorious, that 
it scarcely merits contradiction. The mitigation 
goes on daily, and from the period when African 
savages have no longer reached the Coloiiia39 
improvements have made rapid strides. T\m 
must be known to government. As negroes be- 
come more civilized, they become .more indus^ 
trious, more obedient, attend more to advice, 
are more respectful and obedient to their masters, 
and require less coercion and punishment. These . 
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better feelings become reciprocal^ and make the 
master more attentive and affectionate to his 
Slave. I do not mean to say the abolition of 
the Slave trade alone produced amelioration; 
that was constantly going on^ but the exclusion 
of fresh numbers of savages has rendered im- 
provement more rapid. The difference within 
the last 20 years is immense. In Jamaica^ says 
Mr. Stewart, p. 230—231, ^ Many or most of 
the old abuses are removed; punishments are 
more rare and far less severe, the Slaves are nat 
worked at unreasonable hours (excepting the 
night work during crop, which will continue un- 
til methods are devised for expediting the work 
by day at that period) labour is more mild ; the 
Slaves are better fed, clothed, and lodged ; and 
when sick, experience kinder attention, and are 
more amply supplied with necessary comforts , 
and above all, the breeding women are carefiilly 
attended to, and receive every necessary indul- 
gence and assistance : atrocious cases of cruelty 
are rarely heard of; a greater degree of confi- 
dence, comfort, and contentment is observable 
in the looks and appearance of the Slaves,* &c. 
I need not ipultiply references and proofs. I 
assert, that what is here stated to be the condi- 
tion of the Slaves in Jamaica, is the condition 
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of Slaves in every other Colony, and in some 
even it is more improved*. 

Yet the daring scribe of this London Society, 
though he knew this, asserts, that nothing has 
been done, nay^ after arraying before his readers 
(with what truth I have shewn) the horrors he 
had imagined, created, and formed; he adds, 
^ Such are some of the more prominent features 
of negroe Slavery, as it is practised in the Co- 
lonies of Great Britain. Revolting as they are, 
THEY FORM ONLY A PART of thcse circumstanccs 
of wretchedness and degradation'' attendant upon 
it He is right to conclude in spirit and in cha- 

* *' Punishment by the cart-whip has long since ceased to be used but in 
serious transgressions, and then with the moderation prescribed by the 
law. The females are never exposed and whipped in the manner repre- 
sented, many of those who asserted this as fact knew the reverse. Con- 
finement in the stocks, withholding for a week some little extra perquisite 
they have been allowed, aud many other ways of making them feel and 
Buffer for their misconduct are resorted to, till forbearance would no longer 
be serviceable to themselves or their connections. The women are often 
the most intemperate and turbulent persons in the gang, and when at last 
punishments can no longer be delayed, females are then employ^ about 
them, and for the express purpose of preventing this exposure so much 
complained of; and many persons who have been living for twenty years 
on plantations, have heard more of it in the debates in Parliament, and the 
inflammatory pamphlets in England, than they ever witnessed in St. Vin- 
cent's. It is in fact one of the calumnies best calculated to excite an ab- 
horrence for the West Indians, and to arouse that toi^nt of public feeling 
in England which they will be the least able to resist. The constant 
custom in St. Vincent's, when severe punishment is called for, is to apply 
to two magistrates, before whom the offender is carried." (St, Vincent's 
Rep&rt.J 
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racter — ^it is only one additional fitbrication added 
to the multitude advanced. 

Throughout the manifesto issued by tiiia 
society^ there is not greater injustice and want of 
candour displayed in the misrepresenting truths 
than in concealing facts. The latter is even more 
dan^rous and reprehensible than the other. 



x« 
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CHAPTER XL 

Slavery as it formerly existed in Europe and m Eng- 
land.— Numerous important facts kept out of view 
by the anti' Colonists. — Negroes dislike innovations. 
— Instance of emancipated negroes in Tortola de- 
cUning agricultural labour. — Spanish Colonial sys- 
tem strangely adduced as an example for Great Bri- 
tain to imitate. — Emancipated Slaves in United 
States. — Their wretched state and bad character. — 
Enfranchisement of Slaves in Colombia misrepre- 
sented. — How effected — Importation of Slaves still 
continued by the United States. — Disingemums pro- 
ceedings of the anti-Colonists. — Buxton* s motion. — 
The time they appoint for complete emancipation. 

TTHE champions and scribes of the African In- 
stitution^ in order to irritate the population of 
ibis country^ never fail to describe the system of 
Slaveiry established in our West India Colonies 
as tbe wistrst i9!iSbiessed on earth. , Either history 
iaj^ JgMe or theilr iitatei9iSE^>«*e unlrae. 1^m 
the pages of one of par ablest historians I s^eet 
the accoimt of tha^ Slavery winch formerly ex- 
isted in Europe and in England. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



; Slavery. IN Europe. 
JSttracts /rom'KovERTsoin*8 pREFAToav EtsAx^To ;THE HicrroEY pr 
, ChabLBS the fithf—^Uting t9 the State of the Peasantry m fyrope, 
. Octavo edition. Sect t p. 15. 

• ** An uniyenftl anarchy, destructiye, in a great measure, of all the ad- 
vantages Which men expect to derive from society prevailed; The people, 
the most onmeroas as well as the most useful part of the community, 
were either reduced to a state of actual servitude, or treated with the 
same insolence and rigour as if they had been degraded into that wretched 
condition. * 

" The persons employed in cultivating the ground during the ages under 
review,^ay be divided into three classes. 

Ist. ** Servants or Slaves. 

*' Tills seems to have been the most numerous class, and consisted either 
of captives taken in war, or of persons, the property in whom was acquixvd 
in -some one of the various methods enumerated by Du Cange. — Vol. 6. 
p. 447. 

x '* Hie wretched condition of this numerous race of men will appear from 
several circumstances. 

Ist. " Hieir masters had absolute dominion over their persons. They 
had the power of punishing their Slaves capitally without the intervention 
of any judge. This dangerous right they possessed not only in the more 
early periods w^en their manners were fierce, but it continued as late as 
the 12th century. 

> " Even alter this jurisdiction of masters came to be restnuned, the life of 
a Slave was deemed to be of so littie value, that a very slight compensa- 
tion atoned for taking it away. If masters had power over the lives of 
tiiehrSlaveSy it is evident that almost no bounds would beset to the rigour 
of the punishments which they might inflict upon them. The codes •of 
ancient laws prescribed punishments for the crimes of Slaves difl^ren,t 
from those which were inflicted on ftee men. The latter paid only a fine 
or compensation, the former were subjected to corpoTal pbnlshmeiiti. 
The eroeUy of these was in many instances ezceasive. Slaves mjl^t be 
put to the rack on very slight occasions. The laws with respect to these 
points are to be found in Potgiesserus^ lib; iH. c. 7, 2, and are shocking to 
humanity. ' ^ ' . ' * , 

. ^nd. '' If the dominion of masters over the Jives and persons of tht^ 

•Note 9, page 209, 
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SlftTCS was thw czteniiYty it was n^ kit to orcr their actioiiB and pro- 
perty. Tliej were wot €nri|iiia]ly pemdtted to man^. Mde and famde 
Stertt w«re alloiredy tuid dren enconraffed, to eoltabit together. Btit this 
anion was not eonaidered as a marriage. It was called eomtubiimiinm — 
BOtM^lte or wtmirimonkim. This notion was so much catabliahedy that 
daring s^reral centuries after thb barbarous nations bmbracbd tbb 
CBRimAN REUOioNy Slaves who fived as hoaband and wificy were not 
joined together by any religioiis ceremony, and did not reoeiTe the nuptial 
benediction from a priest. When the conjunction between Slaves came 
to be conridered as a lawful marriage, they were not permitted to many 
withoot the consent of their master, and such as yentnred to do so witii- 
oot obtuning that, were punished with great seyerity, and sometimes pat 
to death. When the manners of the European nations became more 
gentle and their ideas more liberal, Slayes who married withoat their 
masters' consent were subjected only to a fine. 

3rd. ** All the children of Slares were in the same condition with their 
parents, and became the property of the master. 

4th. '* Slares were so entirely the property of their masters, thattiwy 
could sell them at pleasure. While domestic Slayery continued, property 
in a Slave was sold in the same manner with that which a person had in 
any other moveable. Afterwards Slaves became adicripti gkhm, and were 
conveyed by sale to||[ether with the fiurm or estate to which they belonged* 
Potgiesserus has collected the laws and charters which illustrate this well 
known circumstance in the condition of Slaves. Lib. U. e. 4, 5. 

5th, " SUves had a titie to nothing but clothes afad SUbsfMence from 
their master, all the profits of their labour accrued to lum. If a master 
from indulgence gave his Slave any pecuUum or fixed aHowanfce for thei» 
snbsistenoe, they had no right of property in what they Saved oat of 
that i all that they aecnmulated belonged to their master. Conformably 
to the same principle, all the effects of Slaves belonged to their master 
at tiieir death, and they could not dispose of them by testsiment. 

6th. ** Slaves were distinguished from free men by a peculiar dress. 
Among all the bartMurous nations long hair was a mark of dignity and of 
l^reedom. Slaves were, for that reason, obliged to shave their heads, and 
by dda distinction, however indifferent soever it may be in its. own 
mitnre, tiiey were reminded every moment of the inferiority of theit 
condition. For the same reason it was enacted, in Khe UhHb of almost 
all the nations of Europe, that no Slave should be permitted to give cvi- 
dsnee against a free man in a court of justice. 
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" VlUeins : They were likewise adicripti gUbdB or vitUe, from which they 
derive theiif name, and Wei« transferable along with it. But in ^hi» they 
differed from Slaves, that they paid a fixed rent to their master,, for the 
land which they cultivated, and after paying that, all the fruits of their 
labour and industry, belonged to themsdves in property. 

* *' The usurpations of the nobles'were become intolerable. They had 
reduced the great body of the people into actual servitude. Nor wws 
such oppreission the portion of those alone who dwelt in the country a;nd 
were employed in cultivating the estate of their master. Cities and 
villages found it necessary, to hold of some great lord, on whom they 
might depend for protection, and became no less subject to lus arbitnuy 
jurisdiction. The inhabitants were deprived of those rights which ill sootid 
life, are deemed natural and inalienable* They could not dispose of the 
effebts which their own industry had acquired, either by a latter will, oar 
by any deed executed during thdr life. They had no right -to appoint 
guardians to their children during their minority. They were not permit- 
ted to marry without purchasing the permission of the lord on whoib Xhttf 
depended. If once they had commenced a law-suit, they durst nottenni- 
nateit by an accommodation, because they would have deprived the lord^ 
in whose court tliey pleaded, of the perquisites due to him on pasuii|g^ 
sentence. Services of various kinds, no less disgraceful than oppcessire^ 
were exacted from them, without mercy or moderation. 

*' tarns k Gros, first adopted the plan of conferring new privileges, oh 
the towns situated within his own domidns. These privileges were cldl<9d 
Charters o/Communityyhy which he enfranchised the iahabitadts^^boIoihiKl 
all marks of servitude, and formed them into corporations, or l^odies po- 
litic, to be governed by a council and magistrates of their own nomina- 
tion t« . <. 

** In less than two centuries, servitude was abolished in most, of the 
towns in France, and th^ became free corporations instead of dependent 
.villagest. ... -i 

'' Long before the institution of communitiies in France, charters of 
immunity for franchise, were granted to some towns and villagfesj by, the 
lords on whom they depended. But they are very different from' soch as 
became conunon in the 12th and 13th centuries. They did not erect 
these towns into corporations, they dM not establish a mtinicipal gov^hi- 
\ 

* The Ancient State of Cities, p. 29. 
t Page 30, A. D, 1108, to 1137. J Page 31. 
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meiit, they did not grant them the privilege of bearing anm . They cob<- 
tained nothing more than a manumiasion of the inhabitants firom the 
yoke of servitude *. 

*' A great number of these charters are published by Mons. D'Acfaery^ in 
his Spicelegium. These convey a very striking representation of the 
wretched condition of cities previous to the institution of communities, 
when they were subject to the judges appointed by the superior lords of 
whom they held, and who had scarcely any other law but their will. 

*' The inhabitants of towns, having been declared free by the charters 
of communities, that part of the people which resided in the country 
and was employed in agriculture, began to recover liberty by enfranchise- 
ment f. 

" During the rigour of the feudal government, the great body of the 
lower people was reduced to servitude. They were Slaves fixed to the 
soil which they cultivated, and together with it were transferred from 
one proprietor to another, by sale or by conveyance. The spirit of 
feudal policy, did not favour the enfranchistoient of this order of 
ment* 

** It was an established maxim that no vassal could legally diminish the 
value of a fief, to the detriment of the lord from whom he had received 
it In consequence of this, manumission, by the authority of the imme- 
diate master, was not valid; and unless it was confirmed by the superior 
lord of whom he held. Slaves belonging to the fief, did not acquire a com- 
plete right to their liberty. Thus it became necessary to ascend through 
all the gradations of feudal holding to the king, the lord paramount. A 
form of procedure, so tedious and troublesome discouraged the practice 
of manumission. Domestic, or personal Slaves often obtained liberty 
from the humanity or beneficence of their masters. The condition of 
Slaves fixed to the soil was much more unalterable §. 

*' When charters of manumission were granted, they contained four con- 
ceirions, corresponding to the four capital grievances to which^en in a 
stale of servitude are subject 

1. '' The right of disposing of their persons by sale or grant was re- 
linquished. 

S. '' Power was given to them of conveying their property and effects by 
will or any other legal deed. Or if they happened to die intestate, it was 

* Note 16, page 232. 
t Acquirition of liberty by the people, by enfiranchisement, page 36. 
X Notes, page 233. § Page36. 
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provided, that their property should go to their lawful heurs, iu the sapie 
manner aa the property of other persona. 

3. " The services and taxes which they ow«d to their superior liege 
.lord, which were formerly arbitrary, and imposed at pleasure, are pre- 
cisely ascertained. 

4. '' They are allowed the privilege of marrying according to their own 
inclination. Formerly they could contract no marriage without their 
lord's permission, and with no person but one of his Slaves *. 

" As sentiments of religion induced some to grant liberty to their 
fellow christians who groaned under the yoke of servitude, so mistaken 
ideas concerning devotion, led others to relinquish their liberty f. 

" The oblati, or voluntary Slaves of churches and monasteries, were 
very numerous, and may be divided into three different classes. 

" The first were such as put themselves, and their effects, under the 
protectk>n of a particular church or monastery, binding themselves to 
defend its privileges and property against every aggressor. They were 
rather vassals than Slaves. And sometimes persons of noble birth found 
it prudent to secure the protection of the church in this manner. 

'' Persons of the second class bound themselves to pay an annual tax 
out of their estates, to a church or monastery. Besides this they some- 
times engaged to perform certain services. They were called *' Censuales.*' 

'' The last dass consisted of such as actually renounced their liberty, 
and became Slaves in the strict and proper sense of the word. These 
were called '* Ministeriales." See Ducange, Voc. Oblatus, vol. iv. page 
286 1 

'' Great, however, as the power of religion was, it does not appear that 
tiie enfranchisement of Slaves, was a frequent practice while the feudal 
system preserved its vigour. On the contrary, there were laws which set 
bounds to it, as detrimental to society. 

" Hie inferior order of men owed their recovery of their liberty, to the 
decline of that aristocratical policy, which lodged the most extentive 
power in tiie hands of a few members of the society and depressed all the 
rest. 

" When Louis the 10th, issued his ordonnance, several Slaves had been 
so long accustomed to servitude, and their minds were so much debased 
by thdr unhappy situation, that they refused to accept of the liberty 
which was offered them. Long alter the reign of Louis X< several of the 

• Note 20, page,248. t Page 251. ; Page 252. 
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Freiicli nobility, continued to assert their ancient dominion over their 
Slaves. It appears from an ordonnance of the famous Bertrand de Gues^ 
elin constable of France, that the eustom of Enfranchising them was 
considered as a pernicious innovation. In some instances the Prasdial Slaves 
were declared to be free men, they were bound still to perform certain 
services, to their ancient masters, and were kept in a state diffei^ent from 
other subjects, being restricted either from purchasing land, or becoming 
members of a community within the {frecincts of the manor to which 
they formerly belonged. This, however, seems not to have been common. 
There is no general law for the manumission of Slaves, in die statute 
book of England, similar to that which has been quoted from the ordoor 
nances of the kings of France. 

" Though the genius of the English constitution, seems early to have 
favoured personal liberty, piersonal servitude continued nevertheless Idng 
in England, in some particular places. In the year 1514, we find a 
charter of Henry VIII. enfranchising two Slaves belonging to one of his 
manors. As late as the ^year 1574, there is a commission frbm Queen 
Elizabeth, with respect to the manumission of certain bondsmen belong- 
ing to her*. 

Slavery in England. 

Extracts frwn. HuM£*s History of England, rekuivt to the State of 
the Peasantry in England, till the estiH9tion of villeinage , Appendix, 
page 211, 8vo. Edition. 

" The most numerous rank by far in the community seems to have been 
the Slaves, or villeins, who were the property of their lords, and were 
consequently incapable themselves of possessing any property. Dr. 
Brady assures us, from a survey 6f Dooms Day Book, that, in all the 
counties in England, the far greater part of the land was occupied by 
them, and that the husbandmen, and still more the Socmen, who wete 
tenants that could not be removed at pleasure, were very few in 
comparisonf. 

" There were two kinds of Slaves among the Anglo-Saxons; household 
Slaves after the manner of the ancients, and prsedial or rustic, after the 
manner of the Germans. 

^' These latter resemble the serfs which are at present to be met wHli in 
Poland, Denmark, and some parts of Germany. The power of a ittiister 
over his Slaves, was not unlimited among the Anglo-Saxons, as it Wis 

• Page 253* t Page '212. 
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among their ancestors. If a man beat out his Slaves dye, or teeth, th^ 
Slave recovered his liberty. If he killed him, he paid a fine to the King » 
provided the Slave died within a day after the wound or Uow, otherwise 
it passed unpuniahed. The selling of themsdves or children to livery, 
n^M always the practice among the German nations, and was continued 
by the Anglo-Saxons*. 

*' If we consider the ancient state of Europe, we shall find that the far 
greater part of the society, were every where bereaved of their personal 
Hberty and lived entirely at the will of tiieir masters. Every one that 
iras not noble was a Slave. The peasants were sold along with the land. 
The few4nhabitants of cities were not in a better condition. 

''The first incident which broke in upon this violent system of govern- 
ment, was the practice begun in Italy, and imitated in France, of erect- 
ing communities and corporationB, endowed with privileges of a separate 
municipal government, and which gave them protection against the ty- 
ranny of the Barons, and which Ihe Prince himself deemed it prudent, 
toreiqtect 
'' The relaxation of the feudal tenures, and an execution somewhat shorter 
of the public law bestowed an independance on ivassals which was un- 
known to their forefathers, and even Hbte peasants themselves, thougli 
somewhat like those other orders of the state, made their escape from 
ihM bonds of villeinage or slavery, in wbicb they had formerly been 
reUdned. 

'' It may appear strange, that the progress of the arts, which seems 
among the Greeks and Romans to have daily increased the number ol" 
Staves, dUonld iti latter times have proved so general a source of liberty ; 
but this difference in the events proceeded from a great difierence iii the 
circumstances which attend those institutions. The ancient Baron's 
obliged to maintain themselves continually in a military posture, aud 
little eoanlous of elegance or splendour, employed not their villeins as 
domestib servants, much less as manufacturers, but composed their re- 
tinue of free iben, whose military spirit rendered the chieftain formida- 
ble to his neighbours, and who were ready to attend him in every war- 
Uke enterprize. The villeins were entirely occupied in the cultivation of 
their master's land^ and paid their rents, either in com and cattle, and 
oiher produce of the farm, or in serVile offices, which they performiid 
abbnt the Bahm's family, and upon the fartos which he retained in hi9 

* Chapi 23, page^2. vol. iii. end of Record 3. 
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own powewion. In proportion as agriculture improved and money in- 
creaaed, it waa found that these serrioes, though extremely burdensome 
to the yillein, were of little admntage to the master, and that the pio- 
dnoe of a large estate could be much more conveniently disposed of by 
the peasanta themselves, who raised it, than by the landlord or his 
bailiff who were formerly accustomed to receive it. 

** A commutation was therefore made of rents for services, and of money 
rents for those in kind, and as men in a subsequent age discovered that 
farms were better cultivated where the fanner enjoyed a security in his 
possession, the practice of granting leases to the peasant began to prevail 
which entirely broke the bonds of servitude, already much relaxed frqta 
the former practices. After this manner villeinage went gradually into 
disuse throughout the more civilized parts of Europe. The interest of 
the master as well as that of the Slave, concurred in this alteration. Hie 
latest laws wluch we find in England, for enforcing or regulating tins 
* species of servitude, were enacted in the reign of Henry VII., and though 
the ancient statutes on this subject remain unrepealed by Parliament, it 
appears that, before the end of Elizabeth, the distinction of villein and 
free man was totally, though insensibly abolished, and that no person re- 
mained in the state, to whom the former laws could be applied.** 

Taking the RevieTv and its associates as our 
guides^ we should be led to suppose that there 
were neither air, land^ nor water in the West 
Indies^ or that if there were^ that these elements 
were as barren and unproductive as Moses de- 
nounced to the Jews that their country should 
become in case of transgression — namely ^* The 
heavens over thy head shall be brass^ and the 
earth that is under thy feet shall be iron*. ^ In 
the West Indies^ however, all these elements 
teem with animal and vegetable life to an asto- 
nishing degree. In the small island of Tortola 

* Deuteronomy, chap. 28, verse 23. 
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and its dependencies^ which contain only about 
8,500 persons, freemen and Slaves, there were 
in 1822 the following stock, &c. — ^horses 240; 
mules and asses 529; horned cattle 2,597; 
sheep 11,442; goats 3,225; pigs 1,825; poul- 
try 44,050 ; and the quantity of fresh fish 
caught annually amounted to 1,583,373 lbs.* 
Does the reviewer believe that 533 whites and 
1448 free coloured people of all ages consume 
the above, or the produce of the above, and that 
the Slaves get no part thereof? The quantity 
of fish alone exceeds half a pound per day to 
each individual in the Virgin islands ! yet these 
islands are decidedly and in* every respect the 
poorest of all the West India Colonies. Let 
our anti-Colonists, so fond of descriptions of 
piisery and want, but apply to our whole Co- 
lonial possessions the scale here produced, and, 
without having recourse to Mr. Cropper's cotton 
speculation arithmetic, they would produce a re- 
sult which would appal and sink into insignifi- 
cance Mr. Cropper's boldest calculations. The 
quantity of fish by this scale annually caught in our 
West India Colonies would be 158,837,300 lbs. ; 
the «umber of poultry in them would be 
4,4Q6,000; and of sheep 1,144,200, &c. &c. 
The government of negro Slaves requires a 

♦ Stobo's Statistical Tables for Tortola, April 1823. 
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firm and steady hand. A relftxation of discipline 
is attended with the most fatal and pernicious 
consequences to all concerned* There are morei 
gangs of negroes spoiled by injudicious lenity 
than injured by severity. Their habits arid tjieir 
prejudices are always deep-rooted and strong, 
and amongst them, like every other rude people, 
change is extremely difficult, and improvement 
in the practices of civilized life slow. Innunier- 
able and striking instances of this might be ad- 
duced, but the following for the present may 
suffice. A gentleman in London, who holds 
considerable estates in one of the Windward 
islands, directed his attorney a few years ago 
to discontinue the use of the whip upon his 
estates^ and to substitute in its stead small rQd3 
as the weapons for inflicting chastisement or pu- 
nishment. This change was so little satisfactory 
to the Slaves, that they went in a body to the 
governor of the Colony to complain of it, and to 
intreat his interference to have the old system 
restored*. They reasoned thus to the goveroor: 
When punished by the whip, the punishment 
cannot be inflicted without several people seeing 
it, and, however hidden the spot, without msmy 
hearing it; but by the new mode of punishment 

* The governor is at present in this country. He cui scaroelf hvrt 
forgotten the fact. 
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we may be carried into a thick cane-piece or 
brushwood, and there beat to death without any 
one but he who beats us, either seeing or hear- 
ing it done. There has been worse ^^ palavaring^ 
than this in African Institution courts of justice. 
The governor, however, recommended patience 
and acquiescence in their master^s command. 
Another instance may be mentioned of their 
aversion to change. Some time ago a gentle- 
man in Demerara got out a bell to his estate, in 
order to employ it as a signal for the negroes to 
turn out in the morning instead of the crack of 
the whip, formerly used for that purpose. The 
bell was rung — but the negroes kept snug till 
the whip was cracked as usual, and a very con- 
siderable time elapsed, and considerable dif- 
ficulty was experienced to bring them to regulate 
their conduct by the change. 

Amongst the facts regarding the West Indies, 
disingenuously kept out of view by the oppo- 
nents of the Colonies, I may state the following. 
From the establishment of the oldest of these 
possessions till the restoration of Charles the 
2nd, the West India Sugar trade, like the East 
Indian trade, was free to all the world; but at 
that time its value and importance began to be 
estimated and felty und it was in cojisequence 
from that day to this restricted to Great Britain. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



390 

Most of the lands in the different Colonies were 
grants from the crown^ upon the express con- 
dition that these lands were to be cuUiy9,ted 
by African Slaves. It is a positive and unde- 
niable fact that when the British Colonies^ both 
in the .West Indies and on the continent of 
America, opposed the further introduction of 
Slaves and enacted laws to prevent it, the Mo- 
ther Country denied their right to do so, and 
enacted laws to protect and encourage the in- 
troduction of Slaves into the Colonies, because 
it was found beneficial to her commercial in- 
terests, her political power, and her prosperity. 
That Slaves were always held and considered 
as property is put beyond all question by the 
acts of the British government, more especially 
by the confiscation and subsequent sale of 
those Slaves who belonged to men attainted as 
traitors in the fatal rebellion in the year 1795, 
in St. Vincent's, Grenada, and other Colonies. 
But their own favourite Registry Bill, the 
creature and the offspring of the brains of 
the African Institution, determines that point, 
for though Mr. Stephen, whose memory on such 
subjects is none of the best, may have forgotten 
the fact, yet the British public has not, that one 
of the most plausible arguments he used in de- 
fence of that uncalled for measure was, that it 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



321 

would determine, beyond evasion, cavils or dith 
|Uite> ^^ tke property in SUkves*** and Vk such 
be ai^st benefit to the interests of absentees^ 
mortgagees, minora^ Sec. 

It has been stated, that Slaves in general ac- 
quire and possess considerable property, and it 
will perhaps be asl^ed^ if they do this when they , 
are Slaves, will they not be more ready to ac- 
quire and increase it, when they are made free? 
The answer is. No ! Experience proves the re- 
verse. The authority which kept them in ac- 
tivity, and set them the example of industry, has 
ceased to operate^ and lost its influence; the 
consequence is, that the negroe, like every other 
barbarian and native of the torrid zone^ sinks 
back into his former state of indolence and in- 
activity, and will labour no more than is neces- 
sary to supply his immediate and pressing 
wants. The property he has accumulated^ when 
in a state of Slavery, is in general dissipated and 
wasted when he becomes free ; numerous in- 
stances might be adduced in proof, but the fol- 
lowing shall suffice for the present :-*— 

Mrs. EuzABBTH Fhbtt^ of Spanish-town, Tor* 
tola, before her death emancipated seven Slaves, 
viz. William, George, Peter, JEve, Grace, Bice^ 
and Mary-Ann. William was the oMest, and 

• See *' Jteasons/or a. Registpy," 
Y 
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at the time of his emancipation was 40 years of 
a^i^e ; three months after the death of his mii^tress^ 
William owned and possessed a house^ 2 sailing 
boats, both decked and sloop rigged; the largest 
was worth 700, the smaller worth 160 dollars. 
He was also the master and owner of four^ 
Slaves, four horses worth aboat 70 dollars each, 
and several head of homed cattle, and one acre 
of land. He died in July 1821, in great want, 
brought on entirely by indolence. He had got 
rid of all the preceding property except the 
house, a cow, and the land. George died 
about four years ago, and while he lived de- 
pended for support upon his friends, and would 
never labour nor cultivate any land. Mary-Ann 
lives in Broadtown, a common prostitute : and 
Bice exists by huxtering canes, and other es- 
tates' produce ; she has a house and cow left 
by her father, and a piece of land which she 
never cultivates. 

Such is the fate and fortune of these Slaves. 
Amongst the natives of the temperate zones 
industry is general and indolence rare ; but 
amongst the natives of the torrid zone the case 
is the reverse, indolence and sloth are general ' 
—industry rare. 

The Spanish Colonies and the system pursued 
by Spain in them, have been thrown in the teeth 
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of the West India Colonies, and very unac- 
countably held up as guides for the latter to 
imitate. If any thing from the quarter from 
whence this reasoning comes could excite sur- 
prise, the course here pursued ought certainly to 
excite it. Why, the argument and the contrast 
are brought forward by the very same men who 
are eternally dinning in our ears that the Spanish 
Colonial policy has been, and continues to be, as 
it really is, the most unwise, impolitic, arbitrary, 
unjust, the most injurious, both to the interests of 
the parent state and to the Colonies that ever was 
contrived or established by any country. Upon 
this very ground the revolt of all^^iiiese posses- 
sions against the authority of the mother country 
is justified ; and upon these very grounds, the 
same reasoners in this country call upon Great 
Britain to interfere and assist these Spanish Co- 
lonies in their struggle for independence ; they 
give us a further reason, that under another 
system these countries in South America will 
greatly benefit the interests of this country. Yet 
we are called upon to adopt in our Colonies the 
same system that Spain pursued in hers, and by 
which she most unquestionably ruined and im- 
poverished herself and retarded their growth, 
prosperity, improvement and civilization. 

The contradictions adduced by the enemies of 
t2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



324 

the Colonies are scarcely credible; they tell us 
of the increasing Slave population of the United 
States from natural causes^ while in the same 
breath their publications are filled with instances 
of severity and cruelty, as they state them, ex- 
ceeding what ihey assert to be perpetrated in 
the West Indies. The fact, as to the increase 
of the Slave population of the United States, is, 
that it proceeds from a great and continued im- 
portation of African negroes *, notwithstanding 
the public abolition of the trade. Many of these 
Slaves are imported from Cuba under foreign 
flags. The American Colonization Society in a 
memorial to congress, December 15th, 1818,. 
state very pointedly, that ^ the temptation to 
import is stronger than the terrors which the law 
holds out. It is not now a matter of suspicion 
but of public notoriety. On the 20th July last 
139 negroes were sold by the Sheriff of New 
Orleans, as having been brought there in viola- 
tion of the laws of the United States; and on 
the 26th of August following, 63 were sold at 
Mellidgeville in Georgia, introduced in a similar 
manner. Several other instances of a like cha- 
racter have taken place in Louisiana, and the 

* Mr. GtADCTONB in his able letters to Mr. Croppsr shews that the 
importation during the last twenty or thirty years, is above 600,000. 
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trade is stift covertly prosecuted in a variety of 
forms," 

A great deal has been said and written about 
the safety with which emancipation has been car- 
ried into effect in the United States of America. 
There is no analogy whatever between the situa- 
tion of these states and our West India Colo- 
nies. In the latter, the Slaves are to the free 
in the proportion of 8 to 1. In the former, the 
free are to the Slaves in the proportion of 7 to 
1. Besides, emancipation in the United States 
is a delusion, and those who bring it forward as 
a proof of the safety with which emancipation 
can be carried into effect in our Colonies, must 
know it to be so. Whenever, or wherever, 
from the increase of the free population in the 
Northern States, Slave labour can be dispensed 
with, and the freedom of Slaves is decreed, oner 
thing 18 forgotten, namely, to oblige the Slaves 
in that particular state to remain aiid be made 
free. To prevent their being so, a regular in- 
ternal Slave trade is carried on from that state — 
as it has been, and is carried on, from all the 
Northern states to the more Southern. The 
Slaves in families are separated, are sold to dif- 
ferent masters, driven to cultivate new lands^ 
and drain new pestilential swamps in the l^onth-^ 
ern territories of the United States — ^to labour 
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and by that labour, to drive East India cotton 
out of the British market. The same Slave in 
America is sold repeatedly — all his family ties 
are again and again broken asunder, and the 
place of his youth, of his manhood, and of his 
decline, are all and each new and different — 
worse and severer. — Let Mr. Crppper, if he 
can, contradict these facts. 

Colombia also has been adduced as affording 
an example of the safety and utility of negroe 
emancipation. But in this case also the facts 
are most grievously distorted. The free popu- 
lation, in Colombia were in the proportion of al- 
most ten to one to the Slave population, and 
even now the latter are not wholly emancipated. 
In the last annual expose of the state of Colom- 
bia which reached this country only a few weeks 
ago, the government distinctly mentioned a fund 
set apart to defray the expense of the gradual 
emancipation of the Slaves still within the 
bounds of the republic. Besides, the Slaves 
emancipated were declared free by Bolivar in a 
moment of despair, when he had no other quarter 
to look to for relief, no other hope of regaining a 
permanent footing in the country from whence 
he had been driven, and where all the property 
he had in the world remained. This took place 
wh^n he re-landed in Colombia with re-enforce- 
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ments after his expulsion from that country. 
But what were the consequences? Anarchy ftnd 
confusion. The Slaves set free, or obeying the 
decree of Bolivar, and claiming their freedom, 
rose against their masters and spread .flames, 
ruin, and desolation over a wide extent of 
country. From Carraccas to the Gulph of Pa- 
ria, that beautiful vale extending above 250 
miles, formerly cultivated like a garden, was laid 
waste, so ruined that the traveller might how 
traverse a space of 50 miles without meeting, a 
human habitation, or a human creature, except 
soirie miserable decrepid negroe wandering amidst 
those scenes of ashes and desolation. At a sub- 
sequent period we find Bolivar issuing a decree 
declaring all those Slaves who did not upon its 
promulgation join his standards, to be unworthy 
of liberty, and condemning them and their poster- 
ity to perpetual bondage. A great number of the 
'fiercest and most savage emancipated negroes 
have been cut off in the war against the mother 
country, and so poor and miserable are those who 
now remain, that they can be hired at one dol- 
lar for ten days* labour, (five pence sterling per 
day ;) the most complete possible proof of the 
poverty and misery of the country Another 
proof of the disorganization occasioned by the 
Slave emancipation is, that their produce, par- 
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ticulariy coeoa^ from bearing a higher price in 
the market than any other by two or three dol- 
lars per cwt.^ is so much deteriorated in quality 
as to bring a price much below any other. 
A long time must elapse before these evils can 
be repaired. 

Amidst all that is imagined^ said^ and written 
— amidst all the declamatory harangues poured 
forth in the senate^ and at the popularity-hunt- 
ing public meetings^ about the duty of emanci- 
pating the Slaves in our Colonies^ not one 
individual has ever stated how they are to be 
considered in civil society^ after the bonds of 
personal Slavery shall have been broken. For 
instance^ what rights are they to possess? Are 
they to become electors, and to be entitled to sit 
as jurors^ judges^ legislators? — ^unless all these^ 
they are still a degraded class> still most help- 
less^ and most wretched. 

The United States of America, afford a strik- 
. ing example of this. In the first report of the 
New York Colonization Society^ printed last 
year, in pages 16, 16, and 17, I find a letter 
firom a firee negroe named ^ Abraham Cramp^ 
stating that he represented^ a large connection 
of free people, residing on the Wabash, who 
were most anxious to embark for Africa or any 
.other country; because, though free from the 
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bonds of personal Slavery^ ^ fheir freedom was 
partial^^ and ^ they had no hope that it would ever 
be otherwise there.'' The Colonization Society 
strongly advocate the plan of transporting all 
the free people of colour in the United States^ 
estimated at 186^446^ to Africa^ where they 
would have « a fair prospect of finding a home, 
with freedom, and equal rights," By carrying 
them out of the country, they say ^ a population 
that adds nothing to the national strength, but 
diminishes it, would be removed." But they do 
not stop here ; they go farther and state, ^ One 
striking injiiry of this population (blacks) to our 
country, is seen in the fact that our prisons a;re 
filled with coloured culprits. The prisons of 
this city (New York) exhibit the fact of six 
blacks to one white, in proportion to the whole 
black population of the city." 

But of the progress of civilization, or rather 
the progress of demoralization, amongst eman* 
cipated African negroes, the situation of the free 
coloured population of the State of Connecticut, in 
the United States, afibrds a very striking example. 
In that State the Slaves were emancipated in 
1784 — ^forty years ago — a generation it may be 
said. In the Christian Spectator, for Novem- 
J>er, lftJ3, we read as follows : — ^ The number 
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©f prisoners in Newgate prison, in this State in 
April last, was 110; nearly one^third of these 
were blacks; while the number of the blacks 
constitutes only about one thirty^tfdrd part of 
the whole population. This last fact fumisheir 
unequivocal evidence of the degraded condition 
of our coloured population, and the connection 
between ignorance and vice.'' So much for the 
boasted superiority of emancipated negroes, as 
produced by their warmest friends. 

Nothing can be more uncandid, ungenerous, 
and unjust than the whole conduct of the anti- 
colonial party on this important question, which 
requires the most serious deliberation and care- 
ful thought. To none more important and cri- 
tical can the mind of a statesman be directed; 
and none ought to be more carefully, or more 
patiently examined, without declamation or pas- 
sion. Instead of adopting this course, however, 
one directly the reverse is pursued. Declama- 
tion, misrepresentation, falsehood, and appeals to 
passion and prejudice are in every instance oppos* 
ed to policy,' reason, truth, and justice. A question 
8Q considered, and so supported, and if carried 
fis proposed, by the former weapons, can never 
ha attended with beneficial results, either to the 
Mother Country, to the Colonies, or to the 
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Slaves themselves. The latter in fact would be 
the severest sufferers, from the result of mea- 
sures carried into effect in such a spirit 

There is not a single legislative or commercial 
question, relating to the West India Colonies, 
that ever is allowed^ to be discussed or decided 
upon its own merits. Whatever the subject is, 
it is constantly mixed up with extraneous mat- 
ter; with something to irritate — something to 
mislead — something to inflame. This ought 
not to be. Political coalitions the most mons- 
trous and opposite are formed to carry the most 
unjust legislative measures, against these devoted 
possessions; now, as it would seem, the jeer, 
the jest, and the scorn, though formerly the 
glory, the boast, and the strength of Great 
Britain — possessions to which the keen eyed 
Napoleon, with Europe prostrate at his feet, 
looked with envy. The East India Company 
acting a part the blindest of the blind, calculated 
upon, and sought the assistance of the parlia- 
mentary party called Saints, but more properly 
Anti-colonists, whom they inwardly despise^ to 
second their views. The anti-colonists, and those 
who lead and guide them, eagerly snatched the 
moment when they imaginedEast Indianaid would 
enable them to beat down the West India Colo- 
nies, in order that they might raise Colonies in 
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Africa^ and through these^ and for ihese^ at an 
early day, sap the foundations, and ultimately 
overthrow the gigantic edifice of our Indian em- 
pire. The free traders eagerly joined the coali- 
tion, thinking to relieve themselves from the 
embarrassments and losses, inseparable from a 
trade to India, as at present restricted, and all 
the three parties, but more especially the second, 
joined in misleading the public, and calling 
forth the manufacturing classes to support their 
selfish schemes, as if they had been beneficial to 
their immediate interests. The anti-colonists 
by the influence of their names and professions, 
set what they call religion and humanity at work 
throughout the country to inflame the people, 
to drive the government, to adopt proceedings 
which, whatever were the intentions of those 
who proposed them, would in their operation 
have deprived a large portion of their fellow- 
subjects of their properties and also of their 
lives, and have destroyed, at one blow, a fifth 
part of the whole trade of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

Such was — ^such is the mighty and inveterate 
and obstinate combination which by every art, 
measure, and effort, assailed and still assails our 
West India possessions. When the question 
of the equalization of the duty On Sugar was 
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first mooted in 1821, the Parliamentary antago- 
nists of the Colonies broached the question of 
the hard lot of West India Slaves, and last Ses- 
sion of Parlianiient, as soon as Mr. Whitmore 
announced his intention of bringing the equali-* 
zation question before the legislature, Mr. WiU 
berforce gave notice of a motion connected with 
the state of the Slaves in our Colonies in the 
western world, appointing for its coming on a day 
almost immediately preceding the other. And 
again, when Mr. Whitmore's motion was de- 
layed, Mr. Wilberforce delayed his also, keep- 
ing the precedence always in view. In this 
manner these subjects were postponed and ar- 
ranged three or four times last session, till at 
last, and previous to the motion on the Sugar 
question, Mr, Buxton, a member who had never 
before shown any of the qualifications required 
for a legislator or a statesman, with that self- 
confidence which is the usual accompaniment of 
superficial knowledge, stepped forward to solve 
the most difficult and dangerous problem which 
any legislator ever took in hand — a problem from, 
which the genius of Prrr shrunk with dismay * 
— a problem described in the King's speech the 
other day most properly as a subject ^^ perplexed 

* " To think/' said Mr. Pitt, " of emancipating the Slaves would be 
little short of insanity/' 
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with difficulties which no sudden eflFort could dis- 
entangle'* — and proposed to the House a resolu- 
tion, purporting that a state of Slavery (esta- 
blished in our Colonies by our forefathers from 
the time of our first acquisition of them) was 
repugnant to the principles of the British con- 
stitution and of the Christian religion — in other 
words, and free from Parliamentary technicalities, 
that this country had for two hundred years 
been, on this point, waging open war against all 
laws, human and divine — against the word and the 
will of the Creator of heaven and earth. The 
House were astonished — shocked at the rashness 
and falsity of the proposition, and Mr. Canning, in 
a speech uniting in a singular manner the acute 
logic of the accomplished orator, with the prac- 
tical wisdom of the profound statesman, and 
forming in both respects a striking contrast with 
the composition by which the motion had been 
prefaced, exposed the fallacy of that proposi- 
tion, and saved the West India Colonies, for a 
time, from destruction, and the Parent State 
from sorrow and the most formidable dangers. 

The time thus gained has not, it is hoped, 
been gained for no purpose. The eyes of the 
people of this country are beginning to open to 
the true nature of the measures and manoeuvres 
which have been practised. The public remark. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



335 

that praprictors of East India stocky notwith- 
dtanding their loud boasts about religion ami' 
Imttiamty, may, like other men, be guided and 
swayed by interested motives ; and, though tlie 
British public wish to see abuses, where such 
exi^t in the West Indies, rectified and removed, 
yet they have no idea of sacrificing those va- 
luable outworks of our empire to the theories of 
would-be statesmen, interested speculators, or 
intemperate zealots. Such sentiments are rous- 
ing men on every side, and will soon overwhelm 
with disgrace the efforts of the anti-Colonial 
party. 

One thing is self-evident in the proceedings 
of all those irresponsible and self-constituted 
societies which start up in London, and spread 
their branches throughout the country to mis- 
lead and agitate it, namely, that their eflForts are 
directed to acquire political power in order to 
enthral the mind as well as the body, and when- 
ever they do attain either political influence or 
authority, they rule with a rod of iron, and di- 
rect with the utmost virulence their engines 
against the establishments in church and state^ 
and all who support and defend them. With 
the money drawn from the pockets of the cre- 
dulous multitude, deceived by their professions^ 
they are busily employed in organizing that ma- 
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chinery^ which if not broken up^ will one day^ and 
tiiat not far distant^ be employed to forge chains 
for both the mind and body^ marching forward 
in the strength of their zeal till^ lik^ Cromwell^ 
they engrave on the muzzles of their cannon — 
^^ Lord, open thou our lips, and our moutibs will 
shew forth thy praise.'' 

The opponents of the Colonies also, like the 
followers of Cromwell, seem to consider every 
means lawful and proper that can accelerate 
their end. There is, accordingly, no depen- 
dence to be placed upon their word. They un- 
say to-day what they most solemnly asserted 
yesterday. Their declaration now is, that with 
the abolition of the African Slave trade, they 
contemplated the early and total emancipation 
of those Slaves already in our Colonies. Within 
these few years the language of their leaders 
was directly the reverse. Mr. Wilberforce 
most solemnly declared, in the face of all Eu- 
rope, that he had no such views, ^^ that it was 
against the Slave trade, not Slavery that his 
efforts were directed '^^ And Mr. Stephen, at 

« « The hostility of the West Indians/* said Mr. Wilherforce, ** was 
greatly aggravated by an attempt which had been made with considerable 
success, to confound the trade in Slaves with the emancipation of these 
already in our Colonies; the abolitionists took all opportunities of ■ 
proclaiming that it was the Slave trade, not Slavery, against which 
they were directing their efforts.*'— ^^/^«r to Talleyrand, at Congress m 
Vienna, lSl^—pagrg2\.) . • 
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agtill later period^ treated the insinuatioa against 
Mr, Wilberf«ce to that effect ^^ a» a stale and 
idle charge^ as mach^'out of time as out ofplace>^ 
and^ only six years ago^ the latter gentlemw 
publicly and pointedly declared^ that thejndi^ 
yidual who presumed even to mention or allud? 
to the ^^emancipation'? of the Slaves, might be 
^^jttstly branded as cen incendiary,. and pro- 
secuted to condign punishment, as a mover of 
sedition^. ^ 

■ These tergiversations, to give them no harsher 
name, are altogether destructive and subversive 
of Colonial security ^nd prosperity. A state 
of uncertainty is even worse than a final decision, 

* In a letter printed in an appendix to a memorial to the privy, coundl, 
Mr. Stephen treata the design V imputed to Mr. Wilberforce and himaelfy 
of wishing to emancipate the Slaves, as a stale and idle charge ; as much 
out of time as out of place/' and expresses himself indignantly at the idea 
*' of their being thought capable of entertoimng a purpose which they had 
PUBLICLY DISCLAIMBO." (Letter to Judge Smith, January ISM, 1813.) 

Nor did Mr. Stephen stop with this declaration. Subsequent to. the 
insurrection in Barbadoes he said :— :*' What more natural than that the 
|ioDt beings most interested in the fiction (emancipation) should believe 
flid ACT upon it? What more dangerous than to impress them with 
the notion of a general enfranchisement being intended for them by the 
promoters of a depending act of parliament, of the benefit of which the 
masters, full of alarm and consternation, were striving to deprive them ? 
Why, sir, if any member of this Institutiok, or any man in the Co«* 
lonies, bngaged in the benevolent work of instructing the poor pagail 
negroes had held out to them the same views, he would have been yifWrtf 
BRANDED as au INCENDIARY, and prosccutcd to condign punishiiieiit it (i 
MOVER OF SEDITION." — (Speech, A/Ham institution, Mareh^ 26tkf \SIZ 
-^.12.) -■. • -' 
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kmud sjratem. It Gbuld sdaroAly ka^ foei^ii cn^* 
djted that men like Mr. Wilherfbrce and Wr^ 
Stephen^ would have 00 soon^ and so pnblidly^ 
declared that all their previous declaratioDs 
wcte so many deceptions praottsed to hdl &e 
Colonists to sleeps till stronger means were pre^ 
pared to work their ruin* Yet so it is. The 
fsict stands recorded befisMPe die eyes of all Eutope* 
The cry and the deception now practised^ is oot 
emancipation, but ^gradual ^nutmipation.^ 
What &at flseans, is best ascertained by the 
vdibe of their trumpet, the Edinburgh Review, 
wMch declares that ^ the pbbsei^t OBKSRA'noN 
ip (list. witness the transition of Slavery into free 
labour*.^ In ^ the present generaticm,'^ it is 
presumed the critic includes Mr. Wilberforcei 
and Mr. Stephen, and if he does, it requires not 
the spirit of prophecy to fortell that ^ the tran- 
jsijtipn " contemplated is at hand — at our doors.— 
The Colonists will do well to remember the words 
of the oracle • if they do not, these words will 

c 9 ^ ^iithipg auielf caa be mor« untrue than th^ asiertionlhat enuui- 
cy^tipn neyer was heard of tUl the aboUtiqn was obtained. Assuredly the 
fottast avowal of th^r pltiwate v|£Ws was made by those wise and hn- 
in^H^ Uid|Ti4iials> and the pisnKCT notics pf 'their in^ntionsj^hentfaei 
||ri(|t#4.<^ Jibsurd the notion of perpetual bon^age^ indulged in the pros* 
ftct (>f ^ 9i|«SBNT OSNBKATION witnessing the tjransitioi^ <^f S^Tery 
into ftrec labour/' &c. &c. &c. {Edin. Rev, No. 77, page 126.) 
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BOad fwee themselves upon their recolleetibni 
dSandst teari» of an^sh and i^ighs of despafa^ : 
But if the Reviewer's period for emancipaiioa 
id dark and uncertain^ that presoriibed by the 
daring spirit of Mr. Bnxton^ is sufficient^ ex^ 
plicit ^ In TWENTY or thirty years,** says he> 
^ the young, the vigorous^ and rising generatioiii 
will be free, and onty the eiged and decrepid 
will remain in Slavery." Without stopping t0 
inquire who is to support ^ the aged and dfi^ 
erepid;^" I may remark, that Mr. Buxton haa 
^ther never read a page of history, or studied 
it to little purpose, or from its pages h€^ could 
not have failed to learn that six centuries have 
elapsed since the supply of Slaves in Europe 
was cut off, by relinquishing the practice of re- 
taining prisoners of war in Slavery; and yet 
amongst its Christian population, infinitely su- 
perior to the African savage in point of intellect, 
the evil of Slavery continues to exist. Only 
fifteen years have elapsed since the supply of 
African Slaves was cut off from our Colonies, 
and scarcely 200 years since the first of the 
dregs of the African population were introduced 
into these possessions as Slaves, and yet ^ in 
twenty years" from this date, Mr. Buxton will 
have all set free — capable of appreciating and 
enjoying freedom, — ^who can move either tongue 

2^2 
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or limb I Why |fn Owen's squares^ pamlldo- 
grains^ and man the tnere machine of his fancy 
w his creation; are plaasiUe and reasonable 
things compared to such delirium and folly. 
Mr. Bnxtbn would rear up in a day what is the 
work of ages. That he may pull down the la- 
bours of ages in a day I admit King David 
and his son Solomon took about 40 years in 
prepal*ing the funds and the meiBms> and in build- 
ing and enriching the temple of Jerusalem. The 
tyrant of Babylon^ employed as the weapon of 
the oflfended Deity^ plundered it in a day-«— laid 
it in ashes in a moment i 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Invnense stake at isme on this question.-^English 
lafvs canstitut^^ Slaves property. —African Institu- 
tion may civilize Africa without injuring the West 
Indies. — Great property of West India proprietors. 
— Troduetive industry of our Colonies^ contrasted 
with thai of the Mother Country and other places. 
^—France and United States watching our conduct, 
and r^oicing ^at our errors. — Dangerous state </ 
the Colonies. — Prompt and decided measures neces- 
sary for their preservation. — Government of the Co^ 
lonies must not be taken out of the hands of the ex- 
ecutive government. — Concluding observations.-^ 
Further exposure of the system of espionage and 
calumny carried on by the antt^Colonists.— Mr. 
Stephen* s new pubUcatUm-^Negroe Slavery-— >gener 
ral features of it. > 

■ > 
ITlfE point at issue in reference to the m^sures 

clamoured for in thisxountry is, whether Great 
Britain shall keep or loae her Colonies. If she 
is determined to Iceep them she must go- 
vern them in a Gonstitutional manner, and not 
:aiCCQrding to the intermeddli9g theories of indV 
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yiduals in this country^ who^ however honest 
their intentions may be^ are completely ignorant 
of the nature of the population of the 
Colonies^ or the way to govern and direct 
thero^ so as to jnsure what is most beneficial 
either to themselves or to the country. The 
mighty power of Great Britain may, indeed, 
crush insurrection in the smaller Islands ; but 
3hould more extensive insurrections take place, 
to crush these is doing little, in £aict nothing, as 
she would then only rule over discontented and 
jferocious subjects, ovw a coimtiy kid in ashes. 
The property once destroyed, can never be re- 
placed by Great Britain. Slaves she cannot 
obtain, and no man in this country will again, 
after such a catastrophe, advance one shilling 
to rebuild works or restore cultivation, even 
icould the negroes once emancipated through re- 
volt, be again restored to subjection. The 
master's property destroyed or ruined, the 
emancipstted Slave will have neither capitsil nor 
credit, and what trifling cultivation may be car- 
ried tm in coflfeejy cocoa, or cotton, vdll un- 
questionably be carried on for the benefit of 
some other power than Great Britain. The 
whole trade of Hit West India Islands would, 
under such circumstances,. go intathe hands of 
4he United Stateid, our maritime rival. Not 
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€fM bogstead 0^ Siiga^ Woutd/ iiiade^ Mbth ciT^ 
cumi^tances/ come to thisi countty. Si D««mi^i 
go is ft beftDoiii placed before oar eye»^ and we 
mufit be biind^ indeed, if we do not see it, and 
seeiHi;^ it, cnlpflble — criminal, if we do hot take 
warning fit>ni it The immense capital TMted 
in tbe West India Colonies, and applied to tlto 
purpose of cultiyation, is not like mercantilo 
capital, whicb, when shut out from one port oi! 
country, can 6e turned into another clumlieL' 
No f the property in question is not transferabkl 
like fliereantile capital, and when lost can not h6 
replaced. 

The stake at issue is immense. Two kun^ 
dreditiillions of real property, an annual tradd 
of 15 millions in exports and imports, an annual 
income of ten millions obtain^ from these Goh 
lonies by various persons in this country an^ 
iqi>ent in it; and the comfort and progressivel 
improvement of a population of 800,000 mdd 
Africans or their progeny, the personal safety of 
100,000 of our fellow subjects and their childreii/ 
and all the vast interests which in this country 
depend upon their connection with these pos-^ 
sessions, may be compromised by one rash act^ 
and will inevitably be sacrificed by a continual 
tion of the present inconsiderate clamour. The 
enfranchisement of the Slaves in our Colonieajj 
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evien were that ' ^nfrancbisement (Nrftcticable^ 
caonot be precipitated. Any attempt to da 
so most either retard it or produce a most 
destructive convulsioii. Many centuriesy as has 
abready been observed, elapsed after the supply 
of Slaves in European kingdoms had been c^ut 
off, before the progeny of these Slaves were 
raised to the rank of free men. Only fifteen years 
have elapsed since the African supply was, cut 
off from our Colonies. Generations must elapse 
before the last imported are fit to receive free- 
dom, or to appreciate what it means. No one will 
maintain that the negroe of Africa is endowed 
with equal capabilities, mental or coiporeal,. to 
those of the former villeins in Europe, or any 
part of her hardy population, nor can thelimprjOiye- 
ment of the former be expected to be more ra- 
pid than that of the latter. The melioration . of 
the condition of the Slaves in our Colonies was, 
however, proceeding with rapid strides, till. thcJ 
present uncalled for measures endangered the 
whole. There could not be a doubt that if left 
undisturbed the fouhdatioii would be laid, and 
the completion of emancipation be witnessed 
with safety and security, and in a great deal less 
time than by the dangerous measures now pro- 
posed, and that the silent and progressive im- 
provements of all kinds going on in the W^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



345 

indies, would ultimately accomplish the object. 
Done in tiiis manner also> it would be done with^ 
out injustice or danger to the master, because it 
would be done by himself. Unless accomplished 
in this manner, it can only be brought about 
through injustice, misery> and destruction to 
every party interested or connected with it. 

^ The West Indians," says Mr. Clarkson,^ in 
consequence of having legislated upon princi- 
ples which are at variance with those upon which 
the laws of Englaiid are founded, have forfeited 
all their charters. The Mother Country. hsA 
therefore the right to withdraw these charters 
whenever she pleases, and substitute such otheri^ 
as she may think proper*.* The principles here 
advanced and recommended are most pernicious, 
arbitrary, and destructive. It is not true thatthe 
Colonies legislate contrary to the laws of Eng- 
land. Those laws established the Colonies and 
all that is at present in them as they are. The 
Colonists are British subjects. They possess 
charters and rights which the Mother Country 
cannot abrogate, and property which she cannot 
take away without a gross violation of all justice. 
TDake for example Jamaica. King Charles II. 
by proclamation declared ^ that all the children of 
His Majesty's free bom subjects of England, to be 

* Clarkson'g " Thoughts," page 12. 
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born in Jamaica^'shcdl^ from their respective fasrthii 
be reputed to be and shall be fub dbnizens dl* 
England^ and shall have the same privilepes 
to all intents and purposes, ns His MaJesty^s 
free bom subjects of England^." These are 
privileges^ this is a charter which the Mother 
Country cannot justly do away. She may w 
well, nay with more propriety, take away Mr. 
Olarkson's privileges, because in some instances 
he refuses to be amenable to, or to regulate bis 
religious belief by the established laws of Engr 
land. 

But if the Mother Country cannot justly in- 
fringe civil and political rights and privileges, 
still less can she meddle with that which she hw^ 
:Self has constituted property, without the com 
sent of the owners thereof, and without full and 
complete indemnification for what she may wish 
to take, to change, or to deteriorate. Mr. Reeves^ 
law clerk to the committee of privy council, 
1789, by their desire and for their guidance 
drew up in his legal capacity, an able paper, 
from which the following is an important e^Ltraqt 
*^ The leading idea in the negroe system of juris?- 
prudence, is that which was put in the minds 
of those interested in its formation ; namely> that 
negroes were property 9 and a species of prtt- 

* Proclfiination, Whitehall, December 14th, in the 30th year of his reign. 
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perty that needed a vigorous and yi^ilant regu? 
lation. With the exception of Nevis, Slaves 
are considered as inheritancesy and are accord^ 
ingly subject to the incidents of real .property y 
&c. The property in Slaves is recognised by 
/Ae LAWS OF England. By the stai 5th 6eo. 
II. c. 7, they are expressly subjected to payment 
of debts as chattbls; and since, by stat. 13th, 
OeOi III. c. 14> they may be mortgaged, even 
to a foreigner, as freehold estate ^^^ It would 
be waste of words to comment on laws so plain. 
On these the Colonists take their stand, and 
from that ground they repel the fbul slanders of 
then* accusers, that they are robbers, resetters f, 
law contemners, and law violaters. When the 
Mother Country in the plenitude of her power 
and wisdom shall declare negroes to be no longer 
property she must pay the value of what she 
hais previously declared to be, and taught her 
subjects to consider as property. Mr. Clark- 
son and his associates may declaim as long and 
as much as they please, but they cannot altet 
the laws of England by slanders and .misrepi*^ 
sentations. 

The doctrine propogated, that Africa cannot 
be civilized while the West Indies exist as they 

* Report Committee Privy Council 1789, part 3. 
, ,t A strong term in the Scotch law signifying receivers of stolen gyods, 
iLnowing them to be stolen. 
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indeed^ not generatly said in direct terms^ but it 
is . the natural and unavoidable inference frdm 
what is said. Instead of the latter being any 
hindrance to the civilization of the former^ they 
may be made to accelerate that object greatly. 
The provisions^ and live stocky with which Africa, 
oh the Western coast abounds^ may be carried to 
supply the wants of our West India Colonies, 
without depending upon^ and having recourse to 
the United States. There is scarcely^ a tropical 
production khown^ that is not to be found most 
abundant iii Northern Central Africa; more 
especially very fine cotton, indigo, gums, dy^ 
woods, and dye-stuffs^ coffee, &€. For all th^^e 
we pay large sums to Foreign powers. The 
whole or a very large portion of each, which 
Britain requires, may be supplied from Africa, 
without in the smallest degree injuring, or inter- 
fering with the concerns of our West India Co- 
lonies. The culture of Sugar alone, could intea*^ 
fere with these possessions, but the population 
of Africa are too rude, and too poor to enter 
upon the cultivation of Sugar for a long time to 
^ome, nor would it be adviseable to turn their 
attention to it till more enlightened 5ind civi- 
lized. 

There are only two modes by which. Africa dap 
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present degraded stale^ to listen to> dr receive 
the jadiments oi knowledge and Chriistian truth. 
The .first is, by teaching her princes that they will 
receive more for the produce of their soil, than 
for the labourers who ought to cultivate it} 
but whom these princes now. sell to cultivate 
foreign regions, or inhumanly put ic^ death. 
Could this be done, the African authorities 
would soon put an end to the Slave trade (it 
cannot be effected without their cordial co-ope- 
ration), when the rudiments of civilization and 
social order would be planted amongst the de* 
graded population, and the Slaves by degrees, as 
in other countries, would rise- to the rank of free 
men. So many obstacles, however, remain in the 
way of any such general operation of this system, 
as can accomplish thiid object, that success tnay 
well be despaired of It may, however, prove ia 
powerful auxiliary; The second mode is conqueisit 
by some formidable civilized power, who with 
her own strength and resources, would or^nize, 
^ Britain has done in India, the disorganized and 
degraded elements of asocial order in Africa, and 
inake these subdue the more barbarous and rtlde. 
This would prove the speediest, and most secure 
,way. to put down the Slave trade, and Slavery 
iti Africk; and to restraih> and finally to subdue^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tjbose bmrbarotts castmos and pasmms vhioh oc- 
casion both. From the British settlemoBts in 
Africa conquest most soon proceed with rajMd 
strides. The comforts of civilized life^ growing 
in her settlements^ will excite the cupidity of 
savages. They will attack^ she will repel^ coik* 
quer^ and subdue^ till in Africa her word will be 
beard, and her authority dreaded and obeyed, 
in the remotest part of that country. Bnt all 
these things may be carried on and effected 
without sacrificing our West India Colonies. 
As we light up knowledge and civilization in 
Africa, we need not extinguish both in the 
islands of the Gharaibbean Ocean, and the 
Gulph ^f Mexico. However much it may be 
lamented, still there is too much reason to fear 
that like other barbarians, the ignorant jiopida- 
tionof Africa, can only be raised to thables^ 
sings and advantages of freedom through per- 
sonal Slavery, and those of them are the moat 
likely to reach that desirable point who may be 
placed under the authimty of Christian mastenk 
Another and fatal source of error in those wli0 
project plans for the government of negroes i% 
that they suppose and believe that &e mental 
and corporeal powers of the inhabittots of tibe 
torrid iioncj but more efi^eeially African negroes, 
aref equal to those of the hsrdy populatioii of 
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fhe more Northern portion of the temperate 
isbia&^ where the rigours of the iseasoiis colnpel 
them to |ie indiastrious end active. The nej^otf 
4^t&e inhabitant of the torrid zone^ has no such 
^citement« He is ignorant of the luxuries or 
comforts of civilized life ; the spontaneous pro- 
ductions of his soil and climate^ supply his simple 
wants. He lives regardless of the future^ and 
although the introduction of civilization, know- 
ledge^ and above all christian knowledge, if 
theese can be introduced, would unquestion* 
ably work a great change in his character^ 
conduct, and pursuits, still he will lag far be- 
hind the active and intelligent native of Eu- 
jTOpe, in all that exalts and enobles mankind. 

What is it that has rendered the scheme for 
the tdtal abolition of the Slave trade ineffectual? 
It is that Europe has acted upon false data, with 
regard to the state of Africa> anc^ the African 
character ; sgidthatfklsehood, misrepresentatiQB^ 
and decimation, were substituted for re^son^ 
m^ tri]^. Whilst will relider the plans for the 
melioration of the Slaves in our Colonies, not 
^nly abortive^ but attended with the deepest inr 
Jury to themselves and this country? The same 
system of deolamation^ ^lsehood> and mj^^reptfe 
cS^qtation, which l^ads the mind aati^y from ^ 
Jlf^fe path, and makes it reject the cQunsels f)f expe- 
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rience^ and the advice of those who are the most 
capable of giving advice^ from th^r intimate 
knowledge of ail the facts and bearings of the 
question. Mere honest intentions will not do in 
such a case. The best, when blindly impeQed^ 
may produce the most mischievous consequences; 
No peaceful or prosperous results can ever flow 
from plans taken up and formed upon interested 
principles, exaggeration, misrepresentation, and 
fabehood. Yet all these are, at present, set in 
array against our Colonies, > and under their 
influence it is attempted to direct and govern 
them. 

' And who, let me here ask, are the West In- 
dia Body, who are thus grossly calumniated 
and arrogantly trampled upon? Mr. Colquhoun 
calculated the value of the property in Great 
Britain to be ^3,700,000,000, and in the whole 
iBritish empire to be •^4,000,000,000. The pro- 
pefty in the West India Colonies cannot be less 
than ^300,000,000, and if we look at those in 
4;his country, who are really the owners of that 
property, and consider what property they have 
4lesides in this country, we shall find that, the 
West India, interest possess^ at the lowest .va- 
luation, above pfle-eighth part of the property 
vof the Uqited Kingdom* Shall this interest be 
trpddea under foot-by irresponsible,, self-con- 
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stituted, prejudiced, interested, and tanatical 
societies, or pgttiently submit to be branded as 
they have been branded by the champions of 
these societies, as ^^ the petty ^ contumacious, 
lawgivers— the white mob — the white oppres- 
sors — the white savages — liars — vipers — mon- 
sters — animals *'' &c. Sec. No ! 

Every projected melioration of the state of 
the bondmen in our Colonies, to be effectual 
and beneficial, must be, and, can only be carried 
. into effect by the vigilance of the executive go- 
vernment and the authority of the Colonial le- 
gislatures, and, above all, by and with the cor- 
dial co-operation and consent of the masters. 
To calumniate and revile these is not the way to 
obtain that co-operation. Leave it to them, to 
the government, and to time, and the work — 
the good is done. Any interference by inter- 
mediate, irresponsible authority, can only retard 
it and produce mischief Laws enacted in this 
country for possessions 4000 miles distant,, will 
be more apt to be evaded and abused than laws 
framed in those possessions. 

Mr. Cropper and his friends state that ^^ if 
there is any difference, our power is more firm 
over the East India population, than over that of 

* See Reports and publications of the African Institution.—- ite^Mnj 
for a Registry^ Spc ^c, , 

A a 
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the West." To this assertion I at once answer — • 
no. Looking only at the numerical strength, it 
is 100 times firmer over the latter than over the 
former. But when we reflect that the popula- 
tion of the West India Colonies, with the ex- 
ception of Jamaica, dwell in insulated commu- 
nities of from ^,000 to 40^000, ^nd only 4,000 
miles distant from the Mother Country which 
controuls the ocean that surrounds them, and 
that ' the East India population, amounting to 
120,000,000 dwell condensed and in constant 
and easy communication with each other, and 
that this vast population is 20,000 miles dis- 
tant from us, it must be evident that our. hold 
over th6 West Indies is stronger than our hold 
over the East, in the proportion of 1000 to one. 
With a population hostile to us from religious 
principles, hating us as foreigners and masters, 
and with 150,000 native troops, armed and dis- 
ciplined in the European art of war, it is clear, 
to use the words of the Edinburgh Review, that 
we may lose our Indian empire as quickly as ^^ a 
frigate or a fort. ^ But the West Indies (keep 
us only clear of negro insurrection and conse- 
quent destruction of property) we must continue 
to govern> while we rear our heads independent 
amongst independent nations. 
In turning our attention to the productive la- 
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hour of 78,000 free people of colour in our West 
India Colonies, it may be asked where is it? 
Can the enemies of the Colonies point out, in 
any one island, the article that the coloured free 
population, by agricultural labour, raise for ex- 
portation to benefit the shipping, commerce, or 
revenue of the parent state ? If they can, let 
them do so, even from their favourite ^ farm of 
experimenf^ — Trdodad*.'' In Cuba a great 
mass of the population are free, and yet I be* 
lieve I may safely assert, that the whole export- 
able produce of that island is produced by the 
labour of Slaves. In the Brazils I believe the 
fact will be found to be the same. 

In turning our attention to the productive in- 
dustry of the East, as contrasted with that of, 
the West, it will be found, by looking at the 
exports and imports of each, that 841,000 per- 
sons in the West Indies produce more than 
120,000,000 of people do in the East. If we 
compare the productive industry of the eman- 
cipated blacks in St. Domingo, we perceive that 
it sinks into nothing before the productive 
industry of the Slaves in our Colonies, and 

* On this- point I wish to be understood as speaking generally. I am 
aware that a few indiriduals here and there cultiyate a little coffee, and 
cotton, but the quantity is so small, as scarcely to deserve notice. Their 
doing so, also shews that there is no law to prevent them^ nor a&y hiiMtor* 
ance but their own indolence. 
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taking the diiference of population into account^ 
is nearly as eight to one in exports, and /oar to 
one in imports. And if we compare the pro- 
ductive industry of the population of our West 
India Colonies with that of 17,000,000 of people 
in South America, we shall find that the former 
is very nearly equal to the latter, if it does not 
exceed it. Nay more, if we take the exports 
and imports of the United Kingdom, and its po- 
pulation, and contrast them with the exports 
and imports of our West India Colonies, and 
their population, we shall find, that with a po- 
pulation of only one twenty- fourth part, the latter 
import one-sixth and export above one-fourth 
of the amount that the former does. If we con- 
trast the imports and exports of .Ireland with 
the imports and exports of the West Indies, 
we shall find that the latter, with ovXy ons-eighth 
of the population, export one-third more pro- 
duce, and import almost as much as Ireland. 
If we carry the contrast to the United States, 
we shall find that, with a population of only one- 
thirteenth party the West India Colonies ex- 
port nearly as much, and import, for internal 
use alone, to the extent of about one half the 
the import of these active commercial states. In 
proportion to the exports and imports of our 
North American Colonies, the productive indus- 
try of our West India Colonies, with a population 
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of less than one-half, amounts in exports to five 
times the other, and in imports to triple. And 
to take another, perhaps more striking point of 
comparison, the following tables will place these 
points in a clearer point of view. 

Comparative exports and imports, from the British and American official 

financial Report, for 1823; and from the Report of the Foreign Trade 

Committee, and East India Report, &c. 

Exports to all 
Imports from parts of Britain, 
all parts, prod. & manuf. Population. 
Great Britain and Ireland * . . jg 30,500,000 j^36,968,963 20,000,000 

Retained of imports 21,300,000 — — 

West India Colonies t 7,000,000 10,000,000 841,000 

Do. retained and consumed . . 5,000,000 — — 

'"S^S^Sr^^ed'} Vn,607 7,871^7 7,000.000 
West India Colonies 7,000,000 10,000,000 ^41,000 

United States J. 

Exports to all 
Imports from parts of America 
all parts, prod. & manuf. Population. 
Imports retained and consumed £\\ ^40,091 £ 10,609,534 1 1 ,000,000 

^rnVcoi!iHm^"!'."!^~^. } 5,000.000 10.000.000 841.000 

East 

* The British imports are taken at the official valuation — the exports 
at the declared value, because in the official value, there is evidently a 
prodigious error, thus — the official value of cotton goods exported, is 
i? 26,920,135, but the declared value only ^14,534,253. 

t In this sum I include the exports and imports, to and from the United 
States, and the British North American Colonies. The estimation is 
rather below than above the mark. Thus the average exports from 
Britain to the British West Indies are ;^ 5,800,000, and the imports from 
the United States and British North America certainly exceed .£ 1 ,200,000 
annually. 

X In this comparative statement I have kept to the amount of native 
produce and manufactures exported, and foreign imports retained for 
home or internal consumption. The exports of foreign goodt were 
£ 6,144,355. The dollar is estimated at 45. 6//.- . ' 
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* East Indies. 

Imports from 

all parts. 

China £1,701,405 

UnitedStates 876,268 

Britain, Official Value 2,900,000 

Persian and Arabian Gulpfas 1 i kaa aaa 
and Eastern Wcs ..... . / 1,500,000 

Total* £6,987,673 

West India Colonies 7,000,000 



Exports to 
all parts. 

£2,128,745 
1,446,488 
3,391,160 

1,600,000 



Popnlation. 



£8,566^93 120,000,000 
10,000,000 841,000 



South America.— British Trade. 
ATcrage three years ending 1820. 
Exports to. 

Bnzils £2,683,201 

Spanish America, direct trade ; . 733,491 

Do. Foreign West Indies 1 ,303,506 

Do. by Jamaica, Bahamas,- &c. . . 2,382,000 

Total £7,192,108 



Imports from* 
£ 1,075,422 
308,303 
807^92 



£ 2,191,117 



iV. JB. The three first returns are from Parliamentary Paper, No. 274, 
Session 1822.— The next estimated frt>m different returns. The direct 
trade to South America has increased since that period, but then the 
circuitous trade, by way of Jamaica, has proportionably decreased. 
What is stated under the head Foreign West Indies, includes Hayti, and, 
I presume, the Spanish possessions, through the medium of St. Thomas. 
Tlie great difference between the exports and imports, arises no doubt 

from 

* Of the amount to the three last mentioned places I have at present 
no certain data. But I belieye the sum stated is not far from the mark. 
The exports to the Arabian and Persian Gulphs from Bengal, were 
£111,68&; and the total exports from Bengal, to all parts by sea 
£ 3,500,000. The exports of India to countries West of the Indus and 
North of the Himmaleyah chain, are yery uncertain, but not very great. 
Still, with considerable allowance for these quarters, the exports and im- 
ports of Hindostan, are only on a par -with the exports and importir of 
the British West Indies. 
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';£rom the ittunis being mit^ in bills and 'specie, and «yen that specie is 
raised by the labour of Slares. Contrasted with the West Indies, the 
trade stands' thus :— 

Exports, Pro. Imports. Popi^Utfa. 

AU Soiith Am^ca £ 2,191,117 « 7,102,198 17,000,000 

West India Colonies 10,000,000 5,000,000 «41,000 

(Imports retained.) 

The bare fact of the immense productive ib- 
dustry t)f the population of the British West 
^Indies^ as compared to that of other countries^ 
negatives, in the most unanswerable manfner^ 
all the charges which their enemies bring a^in^t. 
tiiem. Oppression, cruelty, iBJustice, and bAd 
government, have, in every country atid in every 
age, destroyed the productive industry of every 
people. 

In contemplating the possible loss of 6ur East- 
ern or Western empire, how greatly and how 
proudly does the scale preponderate ouLthe side of 
our West India Colonies ? Were India to belost 
tons, we should only lose the value of the exports 
to it for one or two years, not exceeding seven 
or eight millions, allowing thdt all were re- 
tained in India, and no part of the stock r on 
hand or debts outstanding to be preserved or 
recovered. The destruction of our power in the 
West Indies, on the other hand, woiild be fol- 
lowed by^ the total destruction of all : mercantile 
biiisrine^, stock, and d^bts, and these, taken at 
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only twoyears^ would be at least 15 millions of 
mercantile property; while, in agricultural pro- 
perty, 200 millions would be totally and irre- 
trievably swept away. This contrast and this 
consideration ought to make Great Britain pause 
and retrace, while she yet may retrace her foot- 
steps. 

There is also this difference between the ex- 
ports from Great Britain to the West Indies 
and to the East Indies, that less than one-fourth 
of the exports to the former are re-shipped to 
the Spanish settlements, while three-fourths of 
the exports to the latter are re-shipped to the 
Eastern islands. 

The governments and people both of France 
and of the United States, but more especially the 
latter, are rejoicing at the measures pursued and 
recommended to be pursued in this country 
towards our fine Colonial possessions. They 
know and calculate if we do not and will not, 
that these measures, if persevered in, must 
produce the destruction of these possessions, 
and through them the overthrow of that political 
strength and naval and commercial rivalry and 
greatness which they oppose and fear. The 
United States, and Mr. Cropper and his Ame- 
rican commercial friends (hence the queries seiit 
to America, hence the defences and speculations 
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and writings of Mr. Cropper) know well that 
the British name^ and capital^ and credit^ once 
beaten down in the West Indies, whatever com- 
mercial advantages may at a future day be 
reaped from these possessions, will be thrown 
exclusively and irretrievably into their hands. 
We treat too lightly the 'progress which the 
Americans are making in their internal manu- 
factures. They come into competition with us 
in several articles in the Colonial markets. I 
may state as a fact, that in St. Domingo they 
have a preference and undersell us with soap, 
and of late merchants in Liverpool, engaged in 
that trade, have been obliged to put up the soap 
they export to St. Domingo in the same manner 
as the Americans, in order to insure its intro- 
duction into the market. The rising manufac- 
tures of the United States may be coarser than 
ours, but, if they are cheaper, the quality will be 
no objection to a half-civilized African, more 
especially as these Americans bring the kind 
of coarse articles, such as salt fish, boards, &c. 
which these rude people most prize j and if the 
Slaves in our Colonies are led to emancipate 
themselves by force from the British sceptre, 
they will be led to give to the United States 
the preference in trade, on account of the hatred 
they will bear against this nation. 
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Will this country not open her eyes to these 
facts^ and to the appalling catastrophe which 
the ignorance and presumption of some men 
are endeavouring to bring upon our Colotkies. 
We have no middle course to steer. We can- 
not advance a certain length, and when we have 
discovered that we are in the wrong path, then 
turn back and endeavour to regain the right 
one. No ! we cann6t do this. Entered fairly in 
the course of error, we must be hurried along 
from bad to worse. The attempts then made 
to roll back the tide of anarchy and destruction, 
will but tend to accelerate the approach, and 
render more fatal the operation of these evils. 
British property, the British name, and Euro- 
pean civilization, will vanish in the tempest 
which foUy and philanthropy have raised in the 
West Indies ; and the shock it will produce, to 
use the words bf the Edinburgh Review, when 
reason guided its pen, will ^ shake to its base 
the whole Western wing of the European com- 
munity ^ and burst asunder the bonds which 
now hold the nations together.'^ 

Without Colonies we cannot keep or main- 
tain a navy. Without a navy we cannot retain 
the dominion of the seas ; the possession of 
which power can alone enable us to rear our 
head as the umpire of nations, the invincible 
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protector of liberty, justice, and civilization 
amongst our own subjects, or the nations of 
the earth. The consequences of adopting the 
schemes of the anti-colonial party must prove 
most fetal. The shock which the loss of these 
possessions will create, will shake commerce to 
its foundations — deeply wound our recovering 
agricultural interests, impair the national credit, 
because it wounds most deeply the national 
strength, destroy the confidence of the country 
in the present administration, perhaps bring into 
power an anti-colonial party, in whom this com- 
mercial nation never could repose confidence, 
and who, from ignorance of her concerns, would 
lead her to become the laughing stock, and, at 
last, the prey of Europe. 

The prospect before the West India Colo- 
nies, is most disheartening and most appalling. 
The discussions in the House of Commons, 
arising from the undigested schemes of Mr. 
Buxton, have sown the seeds of discord bie- 
tween the master and the Slave, and implanted 
insubordination deeply and strongly in the 
minds of the latter throughout the West Indies. 
The facts are indisputable. Mr. Buxton's 
rashness has produced a fatal insurrection in 
Demerara, attempts to rebel in Batbadoes, St. 
Lucia^ Pominica, Grenada, and last, alod the 
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most alarming of all, a deep plan for revolt in 
the great and important Colony, where the Slaves 
for centuries have remained faithful and obedient 
to their masters, and few can calculate the im- 
mense sacrifices which the Mother Country may 
be called upon to make to preserve, as appen- 
dages to her crown, these possessions. They 
can no longer assist themselves. The burden 
must now fall exclusively upon the parent state. 
Insurrection, devastation, and carnage, are not 
the only evils to which the Colonies are exposed 
by the projected measures. Their annihilation 
is certain, even without these awful scourges, 
unless the contemplated measures are abandoned. 
By these, their capital and their credit are an- 
nihilated. Two hundred millions of property, 
once transferable as the best security, is now 
reduced to a thing without a name — ^the pound 
sterling is reduced to a shilling, and that shil- 
ling, we are told, ought, or is to depend upon 
the will, and humanity, and charity of an anti- 
colonial faction^ who boldly and unblushingly 
proclaim, that even to that miserable pittance 
(the wreck of their former fortunes) the West 
India Colonists hold "no legal title." Will the 
people of Great Britain not open their eyes to 
the guilt, the folly, the shame, and the danger 
of such monstrous doctrines. 
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The most prompt, clear arid decided measures 
and declaratioDS on the part of the Britii^sh go- 
vernment can alone remedy the evils and remove, 
if it is not too late to remove, the danger. Un- 
less his capital is rendered secure, and his cre- 
dit restored, even if it is possible to place the 
latter upon the footing on which it formerly 
stood, all further improvement in the West In- 
dies is out of the question ; nor is this all, culti- 
vation must diminish, perhaps in many instances 
cease, for want of the funds to carry it on, and 
the Slaves be left to poverty and starvation, 
because the master has neither funds, credit, nor 
supplies to support or relieve them. This is, no 
exaggerated picture. It is indeed but a faint 
outline of the truth. I know properties which 
at this moment have neither a board nor a stave 
to make casks in which to put the Sugar they are 
about to make, nor the money nor the credit to 
procure them. The returns from the Colonies 
instead of being laid out in improvements will 
be kept by the mortgagee, and who can blame 
him? 

" Judge not lest ye be judged" — and " with 
the measure wherewith ye mete, it shall be mea- 
sured to you again,'' says the Highest Authority. 
By violating this commandment, Mr. Buxton, 
arid Mr. Smith, and Mr; Cropper, have subjected 
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themselves to be judged ; and though I do not 
mean to say that their objects are interested, 
yet, situated as they are in business, it ought 
to excite in their minds no surprise, if their 
fellow subjects, less perfect than they are, 
should suppose them to be actuated by similar 
selfish motives to those, which they assert, go- 
vern the actions of others, namely, private in- 
terest and a love of gain. Mr. Buxton stands 
in the foremost ranks to declaim against, and 
denounce what he calls a West India monopoly^ 
while at the very moment he, as a brewer, is 
concerned in a trade which, as it is at present 
constituted, forms the greatest monopoly, and 
under the most galling and grinding fetters, ever 
witnessed in any country. Mr. William Smith 
of Norwich, one of the bitterest of the enemies 
of the Colonies, adopts the same strain of argu- 
ment and pursues the same line of conduct, at 
the moment when (if public report speaks true) 
he himself, or a branch of his family, with 
other colleagues, as distillers for the English 
market, hold and participate in one of the 
most injurious monopolies in the spirit trade 
that ever existed, to the injury of the revenue, 
the- health and morals of the nation; from 
which they derive an extra gain of £'600>000 per 
annum ; by which they dictate the price of spirit^f 
to the people, and may dictate the price of grain 
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to the agriculturist^ in the face^ and in defiance 
of the efforts of this mighty and intelligent nan 
tion. It is this monopoly^ this enormous gain^ 
which enables them to buy up with £ 10,000 to 
each, every distiller in Scotland, who may enter 
for the English market. The Parliamentary 
commissioners inform us that the system here 
alluded to, is " notorious.^ Are our West India 
Colonists suffering every distress to be tram- 
pled upon by monopolists like these ? Neither 
of these gentlemen can deny, more especially 
the latter, these important facts. They stand 
incontrovertible, upon official investigation, and 
most fortunately, the eyes of the agricultural 
and landed interests of this country are now 
opened to the enormity of these abuses. The 
benefit to our agricultural interests by r edifying 
these would be incalculable; and granting that 
the monopoly for the West India Colonial inte- 
rests were true, as it is not, still, Mr. Buxton, 
and Mr. William Smith, ought to be the last 
men in Britain to declaim against it, at least 
till they had washed their hands clear of all mo- 
nopolies, by which the revenues of their country, 
and the interests, health and morals, of their 
countrj^men directly or indirectly suffer. 

Mr* Smith, endowed like other men, with the 
principles of worldly wisdom, perhaps calculates 
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that if he can overthrow the West India Colo- 
nies, and thereby take 7,000,000 gallons of 
Bum out of the British market, a greater quan- 
tity of British spirits, distilled by the fifteen 
monopolists in Great Britain, would be con- 
sumed, and a greater sum put into their 
pockets annually. Mr. Buxton as a brewer, 
calculates perhaps in the same way, and for a 
similar object. And Mr. Cropper may conceive 
that by ruining the West India Colonies, he 
wiU benefit the trade and speculations of his 
American friends in the Eastern States. Whe- 
ther such are the motives of these gentlemen, 
or not, I leave to the public and to their own 
consciences to determine. The secret springs 
which put in activity men's humanity, are not 
always hidden and imperceptible. 

But whatever animadversions may be called for 
by conduct such as that to which I have alluded, it 
becomes of minor importance when contrasted 
with the conduct and proceedings of irresponsible 
societies, and their secret prompters and advisers. 
It is impossible to consider these without, the 
deepest indignation, and a well-grounded fear 
for our individual safety, and our national inde- 
pendence. The public voice ascribes the first 
station in one of these societies to Mr. James 
Stephen, a Master in Chancery. His practice 
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should teach him what justice, what equity isi. 
Standing upon constitutional grounds, and claim' 
ing the privileges of a British subject, I would 
ask who is Mr. Stephen — what in the eye of the 
British constitution is the African Institution, or 
the Abolition Committee, or any other association 
who may combine, in order to agitate and irritate 
the public mind? Where is the law that recog- 
nizes or invests them with powers and privileges 
beyond any one, even the meanest of their felr 
low subjects ; or where is the statute to which 
they are amenable for their public conduct, 
should they, by their proceedings, bring los» 
and ruin upon their country? There is none. The 
Earl of Liverpool we know, and Earl Bathurst 
we know. They are his majesty's ministers, con- 
stitutionally chosen, and constitutionally ap- 
pointed, and amenable to that constitution under 
which we live, for all their conduct and all their 
proceedings, and all their advice. They are, 
readily and easily tangible, if they do what is 
wrong — if they neglect their duty, and endanger 
our property, our liberties, or our lives. The 
African Institution and Mr. Stephen and their 
other champions have no such responsibility. 
Their conducf, their proceedings, and their 
counsels, may plunge the empire, as they have 
plunged the West India Colonies, into anarchy 

Bb 
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Md wr^mWy iftnd yet ^o jaw c»xjl reftc^ ]th;etn^ to 
ptuolah .the offence. A^d sb^ Bwh men wid 
JB^ucth societies be allowed to beard the govera- 
jnent of this great and mighty nation toi^iingl^ 
as it is asserted thej presume to do in measures 
which ou^ to come within the province of the 
ministerial advisers of the £araw9 alojae ; and to die- 
tftte and givecoun^d with respect to jthe govenj- 
ni9^t of the most impottcmt pprjtiojos of oj^r em- 
Ifi^e? $)]f:elynot. The pri;nciple is so ^poi^strjous^ 
IM94 Mnipon^titutiiOBal^ j^nd dangerous^ ikat it |-e- 
fim^ only to hje glanced at^ to be put dowi> by 
A genjsml.e:9^I!^es3ioB of scorn and indign^jdon. 
Tfoe milkers pf this couqtry must not be 
^ajQW^^ by duch intniders and irresponsible 
adiFis§rs. 

In ^e jQ^f^sure^ recommended by the anti- 
cqlqniats w tl^i^ cpujitry^ and which they have 
]^^ til^j^ ijoAxjimfifl to induce the goven^nent to 
pursue ini order to put down the Slave trs^de^ 
we l^^ye seen that they have been wrong. The 
p^^jqi^es have had a contrary effect. Hsdf of 
t^e svajp^ ^ich we hay^ paid to Foreign States^ 
}jx order to induce Ihem to abandon a trade 
w)i|ch it is their interest tp continue^ if it had 
been e^p^nded in cherishing ^ndsuppprtingour 
Cploi^es by bamties on theif produce when 
fjfff^jipjdy |p prjt^r tp ewable these Colonies to 
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oonjMito vnHky and oiiderB^ Use foreign CoAo** 
Bibd ^tivator^ in ^e? i^)oq»e»i market^ wojidd 
hkwe done moir6 to pot' sos eM to thoe riSttspr^ 
4|rade^ tlian all the decrees and dennnciatiofig^tf' 
ail &e pc^ntAtes and powers of Eoi^ope* A d^ 
ft^ent pdiey bas been adopted^ Onr Colomeg 
hare been tratnpkd in the dust Foreign natiQnb 
and Sierra Leone contractors and agents have 
poqkeStod onr nioney by millions^ and the former^ 
while ihey kaTB filled their Colonies with Staves^ 
liave laughed in their sleeve^^^d sneered at our 
creduli1^« 

The question for this country now to deter* 
niifiie^ is not whether she shall invest capital in 
Slave Colonies^ by establishing Slavery in thetn^ 
but whetiier she shall pireServe from destruction 
and misery the Slaves and ikm masters which 
she has encouraged to se^e in her Colonies. 
Thui is the point ';to be kept in view. It mxf 
have been very wrong and very impolitic^ eon- 
sidering the cirounistonoes which have oceiin^ 
and are occurring in the world, to have vested 
British capital in Slaves and Slave cultiva?- 
tion. But it has been done. Done by the ad- 
vice of the greatest and wisest statesmen that 
0reat Britain j^as pqijse^sed. I liave no wish td 
SfMwtius couAtv^ estabUdi new^ Slave C't»^^ - >^ 
but I hiiri nd wish to see her destroy and ruin 
BbS 
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the old. ' Protection and judieious managefflent 
may/ after a lapse of ages^ proeure the emaAdir 
pation of the Slaves* iii our Oakmiesv without 
danger to their masters or loss to the countrjt 
of the capital there invested^ and without dali- 
ger to the negroes themselves. But when, that 
day comes^ Great Britain must look to some ottier 
quarter of the world than that inhabited by her 
emancipated Slaves for the supply of Siigar 
which she receives, and the valuable trade which 
lAe at present carries on with that quarter of 
the world*. They may raise from the soil what 
tropical productions will supply their few wants, 
as other indolent natives of the torrid wne do, 
but they will ratise no more. 

The cultivation of Sugar at no season can be 
carried on by fits and starts, as the whim and 
caprice of freed ne^oes may direct. The work, 
more especially during crop, must be carried on 
with regularity and without intermission. The 
season will not wait, and a week lost in Mai^h 
cannot be made np in June. The cane not 
taken o0* becomes of little use when the rainit 
set in, and the attempt to take it off then, could 

* Rren the Emancipation Committae admit the troth of thii. /'The 
Bwowum," laya the icribe of thai hody, '* comSilar themadrw as Hsingip 
omk tOi tha whUet^ and tUB Nsonosa nev^r ti^iik of hiiing tiiema^es 
tothephuilantDWorkintfiefie]d.''--^iV'4iyr0<5/ai«ryy;i<V«:S2. ' 
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it even be done, would be attended with a loss 
to the ensuing crop of the most serious kind. 
The master must have it in his power to cany 
on the work when and as he directs, not as his 
labourers please and direct him, otherwise the 
cultivation of Sugar, except in small quantities, 
as it is cultivated and spoiled in the East, must 
stand still, or be rendered extremely unpro- 
ductive. . 

Butif this country is determined that the Slaves 
in the West Indies shall be immediately eman- 
cipated, there is but one way by which it can be 
doneconsistently with justice or with the smallest 
prospect of success. Let the nation assume the 
whole property in the Colonies as her own — 
pay from the proceeds of the labour of the Slaves 
(then working to pay the expense of their free- 
dom) in annual instalments, the value of the 
property so assumed, with interest, till the whole 
amount is liquidated. Let this be the course 
with respect to the independent proprietor, and 
let those merchants who have advanced money on 
mortgages hold possession of the properties and 
carry on the business as they do now, till their 
claims are liquidated, when they may become the 
agents of government till the suras due to the 
psopriQtor shall be also paid. The negroes under 
such a system would be less inclined to revolt 
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ukI in9i}borilkiftlil«» fdr they would look npoii 
IheKing te iheir waslei'j wlmie power they don^ 
flddor it would be impi^tkuble to resicrt. Heiidi^ 
they would more yeiuiily yield obedieneeto maoi^ 
dates emaiiAtinK from biiH. If any oiie> after the 
property wa» lodged under the national guaran^ 
tee> should chose to rerpurchue his share and 
. to incur the future risl:s> then the nation ^0uld 
be relieved of so much of her load. Then also 
under such a system^ ever}! otfe woutd have an 
opportunity of shewing his pbilanthropy by sup- 
porting restrictive syatesMy and lai^ bounties 
to keep up the price of Goknttfed produse^ in 
<SHrde9 that the nation might the more i^edily re- 
deem her guarantee. It caooot be doubted that all 
our present cmti^^^m^s would contribute 
moiM; cheedully by paying a high pric^ for Sugar^ 
when^ by doing so> ^y would be liber^tii^ 
WQf>00()^ persons from the chaiiui of Slavery. 
No doubt thiid schema presiints some d^BSeulties^ 
Iwt it is simple^ and presenter fewer difficulties 
tdban any other. la every other way in which 
the attempt at immediate emancipation may be 
made^ injustice will be done to those interested^ 
either by endangering or deteriorating the value 
of their property, or both. 

On the shoulders of the executive govern^ 
Bient of Great Britain rest the fati^ and tiie 
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&Fttme of tb^ Golomeis; The e:x:e(mtiye go- 
yemment tfeerefoi^^ by ^eir atctediteil sltid' 
responBible senrasitdi, cafi alone lay h6f6^ tW 
British public Mxk a Ml and' fail" re^^setl- 
tation of the i^natibh of these vaiijable pi^^ 
sessibtts, as' it is safe for Great BHbtin to 
attend t6y in regulating her conduct tbwai'ds' 
them. The wotk must not be taken out of the 
liamis of the execative government IJf the go- 
vernment dbc^es or misleads the publie, an 
nvfiM responsibility* rests on its head/ and the 
public knot^ a sdife abd constitutional course t»' 
dbtain redress: The nation has no such alterna- 
tive with irresponsible associations^ or the secret^ 
or the interested calumniator. 

To calumniate and defame the character of Afe 
West Indians is nbw become aTegulariy orgafa^ 
ized system^ and it is skid a profitable trade; It 
is now looked fot^aid to as the road to pi^efer- 
meat^ wealth and honours^ and whether the active 
members of the African Institution know this or 
not I will not pretend to determihe^ but the &tct 
is no less .certain^ that by the cheap traffic of 
humanity carried on through that institution, 
men in our Colonies or immediately connected 
with them are taugbt^ and. teach others to look 
fprward to« and to expect^ through: theinfiuence 
of that body with the government of the patient 
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state, preferments or appointments of higher and 
more lucrative kinds. Without fear of con- 
tradiction I assert this to be the case, and the 
terrible consequences which must result from the 
operation of a system like this, may be con- 
ceived, but cannot be described. It is probable 
these pages may find their way to the Colonies, 
. and if they do, they may come into the hands of 
some individuals of the character and stamp I 
mention, and if they do, it is to be hoped they 
will serve to convince them that they and their 
operations are known, and that a tremendous 
exposure under their own hands, unless their 
system is abandoned, will one day or other be 
laid before the eyes of the British empire. Let 
them not deceive themselves. The motives 
which impel them, and which in writing they 
avowy to mislead or to please, to gratify or to 
assist,. the active directors of the African Insti- 
tution in their schemes, will not always remain 
hidden. — ^From more places than Dominica, evi- 
dence against themselves can be furnished, and 
under their own hands. 

Let the jexecutive government of this country 
be on their guard against a system which, while 
it undermines their influence and authority, saps 
the foundations of Colonial security. The way 
to check and destroy the effects of this danger- 
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COS system is obvious and simple. Let the com* 
municatibns of these accusers of their brethren 
be submitted entirely and fairly by the African 
Institution to the public^ and to the execu- 
tive government, and by the latter be trans- 
mitted to their accredited governors (passed 
over in the first instance) for their investigation 
and report : let this uniformly be done, as in « 
the following instance, and the public may rest 
assured that they will not hear so much about 
Colonial misery and oppression *. If the object 

* LETTER FROM GOVERNOR BENTINCK. 

" Kingr*8-Hou8c, Berbice, May 26, 1817, 

** My Lord — ^I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lordship's dispatch of the 11th of January last, inclosing a document, 
said to contain a representation of the present state of Berbice. 

** Suspecting the source of this representation, and viewing its obvious 
tendency, 1 enquired of Mr. Wray, whether he knew any thing of the 
matter ; and h« confessed to me, that the same memorandum had been 
foimed by others, partly from letters written by him to Messrs. Macaulay 
and Walker, the former secretary, and the latter agent, of the commis- 
sioners of crown estates here ; and partly from other letters, 'as to' the 
writer of which Mr. Wray had nothing to say.' 

" i pursued my inquiries of this gentleman, and endeavoured to obtain 
as much of his knowledge as I could, in order, if possible, to detect and 
punish the aggressors. 

'* Having minuted the information, 1 referred it to the individuals 
respectively named, and their answers having come in, I have directed 
the Fiscal to inquire further, and furnish me with his report and con- 
sideration on the subject. 

'' I inclose provisionally a copy of mjr letter to his Honour, also the 
reply: and I hope by the next packet to be enabled to furnish your Lordi> 
ship with the desired report. 
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is^ustted hooourable^ and if tnMh is axHiered 
to, no one need be ftsimmed of hiis actions — isfcp 
one need dread the reiitiWs. 



" 1 need not dwell on^the temper find colour oF thU'doomneiit of Meters. 
Wray and othen, manufactured, as it will appear, in England ; as 
yoiir Lok^dship^Ul, Fabi asibred, db me tfarjiistitfd td'belleve, that hi^ I 
1)eetidfir}^liilbifeliMof auj^in^gfiOaiitkft;!^ exefCed ntypoww/to 

pi^vent their recurrence ; but if Mr. Wray will confide all these to his 
own knowledge, and rent his imagination secretly to Messrs.' Maeaulay 
and^ Widker ; Or, a^ it would* ap{>ea^, give imperfect aecoiiiittf' to the Fis« 
eal/wtttieahiest request to iadulgrtheodbnden— « • • 

" The case of the negro George, I find on reference, to be briefly this : 
—At the period of the'insurrectibh at'^arbadoes, it wa6' feal^ that th^ 
influence of the misguided there might extend itself to this coast, 
which being continental, would not have been so easily, if at all 
subdued; 

'* It wtiM tifiBitfbre deemed pnideiit, in liM state of mt population- that 
ii, aiMiit 300 Eutitipeiiis, and 25/100 Afiricahi, td be rigilftffit, and pre- 
vent any Q«fen«sonablerlBleitoiine, letft thcyshdidd combioeaad endaiiger 
cndTsalbty. 

" Aceofdfaigly, a borg^^r guard mouitted'^very niglit, mide patrole 
tiireiuith'tlie to#n aMl thrjMbuits, with orders t»afveit«?«7Skrefound 
In the street after e^lit o*clockrat oigiiC, and place' them in the dostody 
oltlM Undei^ Sheilir(gaoWrKtili the monilag,'irfaeu, if nothing appeared 
•gidiiit them, tkey w«t««saaHy reteued on pi.]meitt of gaol fees. 

" It was therefore incumbent dil Mr. Wrscy; at a' good inhabitant, not 
tdhiite plitci^hlebMirtriiio^poi^mon, butt6 hare'thenf accord ^vHth the 
lielioe^'of tiie'tothiv-more' especSally at a moment when the next m%ht 
canly have laid us in the dust; and if detaining hii heafets beyond the 
regtdated hour at niglit^'he cAusisd the trahsgi^siion of the ruleft laid 
down for the bbservsitionr of the^ colony' at that' critical period, he has 
onl^ lums^lf to l>lame. 

'' This was the case with George ; he going ffomf Mr. Wiray*s house 
to that of 1^'wife, Wastound'tn the streets an hour after -. the thae pre- 
scribed, with an inefficient pAss, being one whtch' might ' baVe been usk 
properly applied ; he was arrested and confined aecorditig^lo eu^m, and 
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Let cbimiion sense be attefided to. The while 
Jiopnlation of our Colonies g&ftom tkid tomttrjs 
They are onr sons and our brothers^ they^ iK* 
variably, leave their native land at the age of 
manhood^ with the character formed^ and ii^ 
general, with the mind stored witiiknowledj^^^-^ 
nncorrupted — ^uncontaminated. Niimbi$i^ of thcM 
return to this country after years of toil' Mid in- 
dustry. Look at them wherever they are to be 
found, and in all the relations of civil and of 
social life— i-as members of our legislature, as 
magistrates— husbands, parents, brothers, friends 
— ^say, are they behind their brethren in any 
thing that can adorn the human character — ^be- 
hind those who so mercilessly abuse and defame 
them ? TUhe miserable subterfuge will not avail 
the thoughtless ealomniator, that it is against 

the next motniiig, notliiiig a]vpearing agidttst him, he might have been 

VBleaMd l&e others, on payment of the gaol fees (I beliieye 5s. \0d.) At 

the time this happened, I was not in town. The agent, Mr. Scott, wrote 

to my Secretary, who desured, as- the condnct'of the g^ard was impeached, 

a particular statement of all that had taken place, which he promised to 

present to me on my arrival in town. And Mr. Wray, rather than pay 

the expense attendant on the custody of George (I cannot say with how 

tttteh obstinacy and humanity) suflbred the poor negroe, wliose trans- 

greanoft he appears to have been tiie cause of, to remain in gaol for two 

or three days. ^ 

** The whole will appear properly rerifiied by the Fiseal's report 

I bafre, &c. 

H. W. BENTINCK.*" 

• PmrUamentary Papers, 
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the ^ lower classes of whites in the Colonies^ 
that their anathemas are directed^ because what 
are the lower classes of whites in the Colonies 
to-day become tie higher classes to-morrow ; and 
those who return to settle in this country have 
generally risen to independence and superior 
rank in society, through the different gradations 
established in the Colonies*. 



* The following animated observations upon this., subject, from the 
pen of one of our ablest periodical publications, is subjoined. 

*' We have no need whatever to take our opinion of these fellow-sub- 
jects of ours from the flimsy tracts, and extravagant declamations, of 
people we know so little about, as^ these institutions and associations. 
The whole surface of society here at home, is studded over with men and 
women, who have spent great part of their lives in our West Indian Colo- 
nies. Whole cities here in the midst of us, are occupied by people who 
have either done so, or who 'are connected by the closest ties of blood 
and friendship with such as have done so. Look, for example, at Liver- 
pool—look at Glasgow — ^look at the City of London. Are not these 
places crammed with West Indians ? — Are they not overflowing with a 
population of these men and women, who, if we believe Wilberforce's 
ipse dixit, are the most perfect brutes — cannibals — savages — ^wild beastfi 
-^-Bo many incarnations of every bad, gross, and cruel passion that ever 
sullied the bosoms of the children of Adam ?— The fact is indisputable 
' — ^the people are here — ^we see them every day — we must all have more 
or less associated with them, and their families — ^We suffer our wives 
and children to mix as freely as possible with them and with theirs — ^we 
dine with them — ^we drink with them — we hear their freest sentiments. 
If we are Christians, we sit in the same churches with them — if we are 
magistrates^ we sit on the same bench with them — if we are jurymen, 
they are our fellows — we cross them and jostle them at every turn — we 
live among them, and die among them. And do we know nothing of 
these people ? — Are their true characters a mere blank to us ? — ^Do we 
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When Mr. Wilbejfforce, duped by false in- 
formation^ attempts to make an aJOTecting and 
inipressive appeal to the people of Great Bri- 
tain, by. requiring what would their feelings be 
to see their mothers, wives, and daughters, la- 
cerated by the whip, as he ^ maintains, females 
without cause and without responsibility, are 
lacerated in the West Indies ; he omits to re- 
quire onp thing of them, namely, what their 
feelings would be if their wives, mothers, and 
daughters deserved to he whipped; and another 
thing, namely, to remind them that their mo- 
thers, wives, and daughters are whipped under 
the laws and within the bounds of the United 
kingdom. The following Parliamentary return 

really look upon ourselves as. such egregious .idiots, that we are to be- 
lieve nothing about these people, except what we are told in the pam- 
phlets of the African Institution, and the Mitigation Society, who hold 
meetingi, and make speeches once a-year, in the City of London Tavern ? 
Why, this is really something stranger than strange — In old times, we had 
books full of Cannib^s and Anthropophagi, and men who do wear their 
heads beneath their shoulders ; but these books always laid the scene of 
their murders at a pretty tolerable distance from those who were to read 
them. Here, thanks to the spirit of modern modesty, things are altered 
with a vengeance. — ** Nous avons change tout eela." — Here are books 
full to the brim of such monsters ; and the monsters, they tell us, are 
rubbing the elbow of every mother*s son of us. — Well, and if it be so, 
sure it is nobody's fault but our own if we do not see them. 

" But see them we do ilot.— No, not one horn, hoof, claw, or bloody 
mmttle — not one. It would seem, that Trinculo is after all right, to the 
very letter, when he says, that ' in England; a monster makes a 
MAN/ "-^BlaektvoetTs JHMif«unne,/or 0ct9her. 
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proTas the fact*; and Mr. Grey Bennett or 
lfr« W^berforce (who never makes any inqnsrjr 
abaut whipping white people) may find ont, by 
another return^ how many of l^ose persons Ihus 
judicially whipped^ were females. Besides^ are 
not Ae wires^ mothers^ and daughters of Bri- 
tons pnt^ by the offended laws of their country^ 
in tread mills^ on board of hulks — separated 
from their families and friends^ and transported 
as felons^ to labour in fetters in a very distant 
country. I am not saying this is wrong or 
unjust; I am merely adducing the fitcts to 
op^se to the whining lamentations about pun- 
ishments being inflicted upon female Slaves in 
our Colonies. I have stated^ however^ tha^ the 
punishment of females in our Colonies is become 
very rare; that in many of them the whip^ asi 

* Niunber of penonf leiitBqoad to be wliinMd> Mid the niwilNr ae- 
toaUy whipfied is Great Biitau, during llie foDoviaf yean i-^ 

Sentenced: Whipped. 

1816 836 793 

1817.... w 1,092. 1,117 

1818 1^247. 1,202 

1819 ....1,122 1,089 

1820 1,036 AfiOS 

1821 1,127 ,...1,104 

1822 677 646 

Tol»} - > 7,127 6,959 

Of tbcM, ^ far the greater proportion were aboiv Weutffur^ of 
9t^,^PmitUtiMmtury Paper^ 9h. 2^0, ^<|Imi *'*"'• 
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the iiBi^ruBaueat to iui^t it, i^ entirely laid aside; 
and in this I am borne oat by cjompetent official 
authority. ^ Tk^ punishment of females by 
flogging,^ says Sir Chablss Bbisbane^ ^ has, 
on almost every estate, been long done away 
with*.^ ^ The females are never exposed and 
whipped in the manner represented; many of 
those who asserted this as fact, knew the 
reverse'' +. ^ As regards the punishment of 
femalies^ corporeal punishment/ says an aur 
thentic communication £rom Barbadoes/ ^ is 
never it^icted but on the shoulders; and if 
auy man, whether he be the owner or manager, 
wJas to flog a female indecently, or severely on 
hpr shoulders, that man would be considered as 
hamng disgraced himself and would be shun* 
ped in society accordingly." 

Mr. Wilberfwce in his ^ Appeal to the Peo- 
ple cf Great Britain,^ has been led upon the 
autiiDrity of some secret assassin of character, to 
make the sweeping charge, that in our Colonies 
^ married men openly keep mistresses;" and the 
shameless writer of the notes on the debatei; on 
Mr. Buxton's motion, aggravates the bitter libel 
thus : — ^ The married inan in Jamaica who keeps 
his brown or black mistress, in the veryfa^^e of 

* SL Vincent's Official Memorial, page €, 
t 9^, Vmepjt't JbogiaUtun Report, page 44. 
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his wife and family and of the community ^ has 
generally as much outward respect shewn him^ 
and is as much countenanced^ visited and re- 
ceived into company especially, if he be a man 
of some influence in the community, as if he had 
been guilty of no breach of decency or dere- 
liction of moral duty*.'' 

The writer of the above article, if ever he 
was in the West Indies, must have associated 
with a strange state of society, a state of society 
such as does not at present exist there; and if 
this writer has never been in the West Indies, 
he may re^t assured, that he has been duped by 
some unconscionable knave, to publish the bit- 
terest libel, to inflict the deepest wound, and 
most cruel injury that could be inflicted npon 
the feelings and character of an intelligent 
and highly respectable class of his fellow sub- 
jects. As the charge stands, it is on the part 
of someone or other, a most atrocious falsehood. 
I would just ask Mr. Wilberforce, if no married 
men in Great Britain keep mistresses, and if 
they are not ^^ visited and received into so- 
ciety;'' and I will assert, that very rarely, in- 
deed, if at all, (certainly not openly) is such 
a ^ dereliction of moral duty" witnessed in the 
West Indies ; and I state without the fear of 

* I>ebate oo Buxton's Motion, page 152. 
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bontradiction^ and from personal knowledjgeof 
many Colonies^ tbat wberever any man so far 
forgets himself and his moral duty^ or is even 
suspected of doing so^ be would « be^ and is 
universally condemned by every class of the 
commnnity. 

Men who seek to abandon their moral duties^ 
or walk in the ways of evil and licentiousness^ 
may find the means of doing so and associating • 
with like companions every where, in every 
kingdom, and in every country; and in no place 
have such characters a wider field for a violation 
of their moral duties than in the British metro- 
polis, under the eyes and within the knowledge 
of. that class of men, who, it would appear, can 
see evil distinctly only on the other side of the 
Atlantic. The hideous scenes of licentiousness 
described as prevailing openly in the West In- 
dies, are unknown to those who are acquainted 
with these countries. I aver as a fact, (hundreds, 
I believe, can corroborate it) that, during a re- 
sidence of fourteen years in that part of the 
world, during which period I visited the capi- 
tals of more Colonies than one, I never saw a 
white, black, or brown female intoxicated, or 
whom I could from her conduct suppose to be a 
prostitute. Half an hour's perambulation in the 
chief streets of London^ and in the streets of any 

e e 
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'^pmtntAwn kk this oonattf, will fatet hi^oo ^ 
«ghi tbmuandfi of feinatles in the lo^e^t d^ptb 
of wretchedness^tad^moml d^radatioD, 

I do not adduce thiise thiiigs fds a justificatiOQ, 
«r eveu:fiir the pnrp^ of ^xtenoatifig the im- 
morality which does prevail in the Weett Indies; 
Irat ti^e cimtrast has heen forced ^pon mc^ 930A I 
4!iinndt JiAut my eyesio the fBiot,ihAt upon « fair 
Kiomparison of female decency^ in Ekigltod and the 
^Jbhmiea^ the residt would be in iavour of the 
CSolonies. It is wil^out surprise^ but with indigo 
^liation^ that! reialdifliedhargeiiiadeontheauthorify 
■^f tiie Aev. Mr. Cooper^ that it is as customary 
fora 9tmnger, when yisiting upon a plantation^ to 
^ Require' the servant who attends him to bring 
'hiin a girl/ as it is to desire him to brii^ a can- 
dle.'* »That such violations of the rite9 of hos- 
-pltality'and decomm may secretly take place, 
'is-as possil^e in the Colonies as in England; 
•bat that they occur generally or openly^ ^ 
'Imother falsehood added to the number of those 
'^ready circulated by the anti-Colonial party. 
"i^roiiW, however, beg leave to ask the ^ licen- 
tidds^' accuser, did he never hear of decomm 
'^tod ho^itattty being so outraged and violated 
^under the roof of his fnends in this country— 
istever hear of the maid servant being seduced 
^]>y the master of the house, or isome visiting 
friend ? Or would he think it fair, from such con- 
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^tiQt, to ittdge aad coodemn tike m99»€;ra m4 
ewditet of tbe whple cpimnimity ? Tl^a ii^iyidual 
ifl]i0CQul4 ip tbe W^I^dies, so far fiwgfit V^J^ 
]9rf^sduerto decency and ho9pita)l]ty T^ould^ipej^er^ 
I ffver, insriit theqi again, in a siinilar wpy, 
iHider tlie same roof, ip the West Indies. But 
jonce diiiring my residwce there did I hear of 
4siich ru^teiie»9, and that was on the part of the 
master (^ a ship from London^ who being re- 
oeived and kindly treated in the house of aii 
unmarried and respectable gentleman in one of 
the Windward Islands, made the experiment 
JHe knows the result. He was dismissed with 
ignominy and contempt, and never after, I be- 
iieye, shewed his face in that Colony. I know 
not if his owners in Liondon knew the cause, but 
-Ishis I do know, that their interest /e// it. 

In the conduct of the calumniators of our 
West India Colonies, there are ^ some things 
.iDery remarkable. Against the state of society, 
•and the conduct of t]}e free people in th^m, 
language is ransacked for terms of cruelty 
and reproach, and every thing that can be 
hatched by ignorance or malice against them 
is- greedily swallowed and believed. Change 
the .scene. Let the wildest, most ignorant, 
most licentious and moat ferocious saiijagie 
in Asia or America, but more especially in 

oc 2 
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Africa^ be brought upon the carpet as. meriting 
our care and assistance^ ^nd his actions are 
viewed witli- unlimited compassion^ all that is 
bad in them is concealed — and the population 
•become our ^ poor Afihican brethren." r - Deal 
justly I say — ^why screen one and expose another? 
Why dwell on West Indian errors and trans- 
gressions^ while India^ that strong-hold of ini- 
quify^—as Mr. Wilberforce calls it, remains un- 
touched? There must be a reason for this. 
What is it ? Partiality, injustice, or both ? 

The West India Colonists do not deny that 
thereir is licentiousness amongst them — they do 
not mean to say that no human being does 
wrong — ^but they deny that the former exists to 
the extent mentioned among either bond or 
free — or resembles the hideous caricatures ex- 
hibited by the sociey in question; and they aver, 
that when cruelty or crime rear their heads 
amongst them, these are punished with as much 
impartiality as in other parts of the British em- 
pire — and they are ready to prove before the 
British nation, and their bitterest enemies, that 
so far from error, cruelty, and licentiousness — 
above all, cruelty or injustice to Slaves — ^reign- 
,ing among them uncontrouled — ^^ encoukaged" — 
approved of — or unpunished; these things 
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ar^ generally condemned and publicly execrated*; 
They dare the proof — ^they defy their accaserB. 

The Colonists assert^ and they appeal to go- 
vernment for the truth of the assertion^ that 
they most anxiously and most eagerly pursue ttie. 
melioration of the condition of their Slaves, and 
that there is nothing which could be required of 
them by the government for this purpose, unless 
obviously dangerous and unjust, which they 
have not been, and are not still ready to per- 
form; but at the same time they oppose, and 
solemnly protest against, and condemn that 
system of unmitigated calumny and falsehood, 
which holds them up to their fellow-subjects 
and the world as monsters of iniquity — not 
raised above savages in the scale of civilization 
— ^level with the brutes of the field ; and declare 
that as men, and as British subjects, entitled to 
their just rights as such, that they will never 
yield to, but resist and repel, every interference 
with their institutions by irresponsible societies, 
prompted by faction and misled by designing 
men. ; 

Such is the constitution of society in the West 
Indies, that the executive government alone 
can direct with advantage or witliont danger.' 
The executive government alone can be so cor- 
rectly informed, as to enable them to judge iah 
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pttrtiaHj. Such societiea as tiiat of which the la« 
hcnxr^ have come under our review^ shew in the 
most glaring colours^ that they draw their in- 
Jbrmation from hear-say^ or from tlie most poUa* 
ted sources — ^from direct malice or disappointed 
ambition — ^from channels so impure^ that in nine 
instances out of ten they dare not^ or are ashamed 
to shew their authority^ while even the informa- 
tion thus obtained^ is when sent abroad arranged 
for stage effect^ and by their anonymous writers 
sharpened with all the exaggerations which de- 
clamation can supply, or michief invent. They 
treasure up the bad — ^they reject the good — ^to 
&e former alone will they listen, and the West 
India Colonists have only to be accused, to be 
condemned without consideration or renior^e. 
Of this most unfair and un-Ghristian spirit in 
their proceedings, the Colonists complain, and 
justly complain ; and it would be to suppose 
human nature different from what it is, or from 
what it ever can be, were we to expect the 
Colonists to cease to view with jealousy and 
alarm, every movement made by men, who so 
cruelly injure and defame them. 

Whilst these societies are actuated and impel- 
led by such feelings as their publications pro- 
ekim, every measure pursued or adopted by 
tfesm, tadust end not only in disappointm^it, but 
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results which, ihey. so ao&ionsly aiiiL ati Tbesai^ 
horrific cfescriptioiis o£ the condition aiid>dispo8ir 
taons of menaud society in the Colonies^ mmt tend/ 
to give eyecy respectable person in this countrji^' 
such an idea of these countries^ that no Others, 
of fitmilies will allow their children^ male or fi^ 
male^ to* go to. such places^ nor will any respect- 
able clergyman or teacher of youth embark tq 
live amongst them. The consequence^ if not 
i^nnteract^^ mustbe^ that knowledge and intel- 
ligence must be driven from these Islands^ and 
i^^mge life trample under foot civilization- andc 
improvement The blow which the political 
rashness of a Buxton has already given to ih^ 
security and prosperity of our Colonies^ can 
scarcely be remedied, even by the wisdom^ and 
firmness of a Liv.jbrpool and* a Cakniko. 

Traduced and' vilified as they have he^u, it is 
to he hoped that the British spirit which ani»^ 
mates the breasts of our West India Colonists^ 
and which has induced them to stand by tiiiei» 
country in the hour of her greatest danger — that 
this spirit will not forsake them, but that to tiie 
suggestions which have been made to them hy 
Ae government, however just tiiese may be, 
their firm, but respectful reply witt be — ^we 
have cilwavs cheerfully obeyed vott-*-we are 
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still ready to do so^ but we have been most 
unjustly and cruelly aspersed — our characters 
are in your hands^ and till you vindicate us, 
we must stand still and refuse co-operation. We 
owe this to ourselves and to our country. Be- 
fore the British legislature let ourselves and 
our accusers appear — ^let our character, con- 
duct, and the state of our Slaves, be there in- 
quired into ; if guilty let us suffer — if innocent 
let us be cleared, and no longer tormented. 

The British empire demands this inquiry. The 
public can never rest satisfied, till the falsehood 
or truth of these charges is officially and publicly 
put beyond the power of malice, or misrepre- 
sentation — ^to cavil at or dispute. 

I would ask the champions of the emancipa- 
tion Societies — ^I would put it to them as men 
and as Christians — ^whether they can for a mo- 
ment suppose that any human being — even *our 
African brethren'' would cordially unite with, or 
receive as a boon, any thing from hands which 
so grossly defame them? Was the course 
which they adopt, the way chosen 6y the Sa- 
viour of the worldy to address even the great- 
est sinner of our species — ^the way by Which he 
won men to forsake the evil of their ways, and 
turn to him that they might live? No! no! 
Let the anti-Colonists treat their fellow subjects 
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as men — let them treat them with the feelings of 
Christians^ ndt those of assassins of character, and 
they will find that in every thing that is good they, 
as fellow-subjects, will go hand in hand with them. 
As in every other country in the world, there 
is abundant room for moral and religious im- 
provement — so there is abundant room for the 
diffusion of religious knowledge in the West 
Indies. The active exertions of the West In- 
dians both at home and abroad, to further 
these objects, and the disinterested efforts of 
religious societies in this country to carry the 
same objects into effect, will, no doubt, proceed 
with undiminished ardour, and with increasing 
success. I may, however, be permitted to re- 
mark, that to diffuse knowledge amongst the 
West Indian population. Schoolmasters of su- 
perior knowledge and education are even more 
wanted than religious instructors. Without the 
former, the labours of the latter will, I fear, 
be slow. This truth is pressed upon the at- 
tention of all who feel interested in those mat- 
ters, as absolutely and indispensibly necessary 
to carry their beneficent views into effect. By 
the establishment of well-educated schoolmasters 
in these Colonies, all classes will be benefited. 
The want of instruction in the superior branches 
of education in the Colonies is felt most severely 
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by tlie white fitimlies in tfce West Indies. The 
expense of sending tbetr cliildi^eii for ediKatiott 
to Great Britain is such, that only persons of 
large fortunes^ suck a» are now beeome ver^rrare 
in the West Isdies^ can possibly support it. 

Another important and indispensible consi- 
deration is^j that the clergymen sent ocNf ta the 
Colonies should be of the established ch^v^tes^ 
of England or of Scotland I am &r from un- 
der-valuing^ much less from attaching blame op 
want of ability generally to the members of other 
religions persuasions which settle in onr Gokwies^ 
but it must be evident to every one who wSI 
take the trouble to think^ that it will be attended 
with danger to have the Slave taught that while 
he is^ liis master is not^ marching in the right 
path to Heaven. To render the union be- 
tween master and Slave complete^ their religious 
tenets must be the same. It will be attended 
with imminent danger to disunite them^ and with 
still greater danger if their religious teachers^ 
should interfere so far in the civil relations 
between master and Slave as to make the latt^ 
look to them as a power superior to their master. 
Tliat such an ignorant and dangerous course of 
proceeding has been adopted by some mission- 
aries in the West Indies cannot admiAi^adoubt. 
The fatal insurrection in Demerara has writtew 
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that fact in letters of blood — in characters whichp 
will not easily be obliterated*. It is with mock 

* The annexed extracts from a letter from the pen of a clei|;yman ia 
Demerara, the original of which I have seen, will fvHf substantiate the 
tmth of what I state. 

'* For many months past an unusual bustle and acdvity were seen to 
prevail in the different chapels throughout the Colony, where nighdy 
meetings were held, entirely for religious purposes, two or three times 
a week, and where certain mysterious announcements werie made about 
freedom, which startled tlie minds of some tree people of colour. Tlie 
negroes declared, that if they might not go to Hfr, Smith's chapel, which 
was many miles distant, they would go to none — ^that they did not mu€1I 
CARE ABOUT PREACHING— that thdr cy^ had been opened, and they 
knew what to do. — Mr. Elliot, a missionary from the London Society, 
laid an imperative order upon all Slaves to attend his chapel, telling themr 
that orders had come out from Britain, that the whip should be thrown 
away, that besides Sunday they were to have a day or half a day in the 
week to themselves, and that all these advantages had been secured to 
them THROUGH the influence and exertions of Mr. Davies, a third 
missionary, from the London Society, now in England. The negroe 
Telemachus, who acted as commander-in-chief of the blacks, and wm 
taken prisoner, positively asserts that he and his companions have done 
nothing wrong ; they have only done that which they were exhorted to 
do ; that for the last twelve months it has been preached to them at 
the Chapel (Mr. Smith's) that they were free ; that the King had given 
them theh* freedom, but that the Governor and the planters their masters 
kept it back, and that it was their ovrn fault if they did not step fbrward 
and assert tiieir rights.— Pamphlets of a most pernicious tendency, printeif 
in England, and brought here in parcels by sailors yVrere distributed am<M% 
the blacks, in which pamphlets they were called upon to rise up and re- 
dress their wrongs. 

** There can be no doubt that the authors of the conspiracy aimed at 
making a second St. Domingo of Demerara, and of establishing them- 
selves in high stations under the new order of things. This I oould not 
bring my mind to believe till very lately. It wiis so improbable, so con^* 
trary to the ideas I had connected with the character and views of a 
minister as preacher of the Gospel, and above all, a missionary, educated, 
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satis&ction^ therefore, that I learn that the in- 
tended religious establishments for the Colonies 

appointed, paid and protected by the London Missionary Society, who, 
at the peril of his life had come to this country, purely for the conver- 
sion of the HeathenT:-it was so improbable I say, that such a person 
should be actuated by such conduct and ambitious views, that I was per* 
haps the last individual to give credit to the story ; but now appearances 
are so very strong and the train of events and circumstances so distinct- 
ly traced to Bethel Chapel and its minister, that I am forced to the 
above very harsh conclusion. It is now understood from the confession 
of the criminals, that two or three agents under the direction of Mr. 
Smith (viz. a negroe butcher, * named Bob Murray, the coachman of 
Jacobus Murteres, Esq. &c.) have been going about the Colony preparing 
the minds of the negroes for a revolt. — Under pretence of instructing the 
negroes, they (Smith and hb colleagues) interfered between master and 
servant, and weakened instead of strengthening the ties that bound 
ibem together. In other words, that they took the power out of the 
hands of the master and rendered him dependent upon tkem, for the in- 
fluence he was to possess over his own Slaves ; the minister being the 
umpire in all disputes, and the mediator when a reconciliation took 
place. The missionaries also, far from acting up to their pretensions and 
seeking the conversion of sinners as their sole object, exercised a domi- 
nion over the negroes which had a most deceitful appearance, and levied 
contributions under a variety of forms, which rendered it obvious that 
they were not a little anxious to augment their income. Now, as they 
had all salaries from the London Missionary Society, and most of them 
received annual grants of one hundred joes (^330 currency] from the 
Colony, I contended, that they ought to take notJung whatever from the 
negroes, but to instruct them gratis, and to throw themselves on the ge- 
nerosity of the masters, who, if they were pleased with the industry and 
good behaviour of the Slaves would liberally reward their instructon, 
and find it their interest to render the situation of missionaries still more 
comfortable ; and I objected and continue to object to the monstrous ab- 
surdity of collecting money among tlie negroes to be transmitted to the 
iiondon Missionary Society, for the purpose of propagating the Gospel 
in Africa and other parts of the Globe. This appears to me to be such a 
piece of inconsistency and nonsense, that I know not in what terms to 
fpcak of it." (Letter y dated Demerara, 2Ut—29th August 18*13.) 
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are to be filled up by members of the? esta- 
blished church. This is a judicious proceeding, 
and will be attended with the most beneficial 
results. The religious teachers sent out amongst 
a Slave population must be men of general know- 
ledge, of great prudence and discretion— they 
must, in short, be men who will feed their pupils 
with " milk^ not with ^ strong meat^ — ^menlike 
the Wesleyans, who never interfere with the 
civil relations subsisting in society — men like 
the Moravians, who teach, as a paramount duty, 
industry, frugality, attention to the interests of 
their masters and the support of their families, 
together with all their other moral duties. Such 
teachers, only, can succeed and do good in the 
West Indies. 

While the concluding numbers of the present 
sheets were in the press, Mr. Stephen's new 
work " Negro Slavery," &c. vol. 1st, made its 
appearance. This closely printed octavo vo- 
lume of upwards of 500 pages, is made up 
from the previous violent publications of the 
African Institution. It exhibits a distortion of 
facts and mutilation of official documents, such 
as the public have again and again seen, and 
again and again condemned and reprobated, in 
the publications put forth from the same quarter 
and for the same object. Upon opening the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



•P9 

volttme, at page 212y the foUawing extract upon 
the subject of religious establishments in the 
Colonies^ first caaght my eye, vi25. : ^ The Qo- 
vernor of Trinidad expresses his concern that 
ihere is no churchy or chtrch establishment in 
4hat island.^ {Parliamentary Papers q/'lSlS, 
p. 212.) Astonishment and in(Ugnation filled 
my mind. I bad in my possession at the 
moment, a communication from Sir Ralph Wood- 
ford, the governor of Trinidad, to Earl Bathui^t^ 
.upon the same subject, and extracted from the 
same Parliamentary Papers, pages 212 and 214. 
Let the extracts speak for themselves : — 

Trinidad.— Extract of a Letter from OoTemor Sir Ralph Woodford to 
Earl Bathurst. 
'' I communicated to the Protestant Minister such par^ of.yovr Lovl' 
ship's letter as related to him more particularly ; and I .herewith enclose 
a copy of Mr. Clapham's reply. 

'' Haviiig found the Rcf. Don Joaqofm de .Aristimanoat the head of 
,the catholic churc^, 1 have only to hear testimony to his ^bours, andjto 
his disinterestedness, as to those of the Friar Jjose de Ricla, by whose joint 
elForts'the greatest improreiQent in the religious devotion of the .mid- 
dling cl|u» of people >as been effected."— (p. ^12*) 

A return is giv^n of one Protestant Minister, and eight CathpUc Piic»to ; 
and Mr. Clapham states the arrival of several Missionaries in the island, 
iflace t}ie cpj^jigration of Fort of Spain, in 1808,. in which the Protestant 
Church was unfortunately destroyed ; and describes the effM^ta of thsiir 
labours as follows : — 

"After all, I-ni^be mistaken in my opinions: but wh<Bii I see tlie 
.general temper of the Britjish nation departing .so far fio^ Jthe at letft 
prudent maxims of the Church of Rome,Vith re|:aTd townifoxinity of 
ffflUic Wiorriiip — ^when every madman or every enthusiast is allowed^ with- 
^ff^X the sunctWiV or the^ approbation of his superiors in knowledge and. in 
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jbmdeacg, iur ^omer- n gii ^ t A if e< arti tB | » t »mi w MPi|y » t».«iiliee ot|ie« kite 
his (feUrinm, or eoUmsl Mm ■ m d ceUgtott enthwsuuMi^ Jt lol^cstipua ;■ mod 
^iftMtlsfa^tion arlBhig from a thoQBiiDd soarces of temper And lHibili.]ffq4> 
Htfowerfa] aid to apostacj-^-when be foigets €tmt toleratioa a* to Mft. 
prirate opinions is gtnerousl^ as well as properly allowed him, bttt oii|^ 
to' be confined to his private opinions — when he thinks he has a right to 
make* the Holy Smptnres yield to his private interpretation, and to per- 
swuck others to imbibe his notionx-all these things conttdered, my. de- 
cided opinion is, that although snch people may make nominal Christians, 
they are more likely to make them 'dangerous subjects ; and that this 
r, in these eoantries, is greatest among the Slaves." — ^p. 214.) 



Mr. Stephen may call his conduct^ in this in- 
"i^tance^ dealing fairly with the public ; to me it 
appears to be conduct such as was never before 
pursued by any one to injure one country, or to 
mislead another. 

When the reader is informed that the volume 
jn question is made up of similar mutilations and 
■mii^epresentations/he will probably think he has 
heard enough of it. 

Trinidad contains 35,000 inhabitants. They 
ai»e Clearly all rigid Roman Catholics. It is the 
^aeat of a Roman Catholic bishop, and from the 
^reeetUng letters it is evident that at that period 
4t had one religious teacher to every 2,500 or 
^yOOO inhabitants. 

The preface to the work is of a piece with the 
rest, but, in fact, the most important part of it 
— ^as is said to be occasionally the case with the 
postscript of a letter, it lets out the facts and the 
spirit which the epistle had been written to con- 
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ceal. It breathes a spirit of deeper rancour and 
animosity against our West India Colonies than 
any thing that- has yet appeared. At the same 
time it betrays a soreness which shews the mind 
.of the writer to be both distracted and disturbed. 
He will feel sorer still before that storm of pub- 
lic indignation is expended which now rolls 
against him. On his head will this indignant 
nation charge the loss of our West India Co- 
lonies^ and all the evils — ^individual ruin and 
misery, and national loss and disgrace, which may 
' proceed from the destruction of those valuable 
possessions. How justly, let an appeal to his 
own heart determine and decide. 

In the preface alluded to, we find (pages 9, 
10) an undisguised justification of the negro re- 
volts in Barbadoes, Demerara, &c. and a scarcely 
concealed regret that so little of the blood of the 
wliites had been shed. In this preface we are 
distinctly informed that the total loss of the 
West India Colonies, " or their transfer to a 
Foreign power, ^ (page 40) would be a great 
blessing to this country — a '' saving of blood 
and treasure in their defence," (page 41) and a 
" saving of two millions a year'' to the people 
of England, by substituting the Sugars of the 
Brazils, Cuba, Hayti, andHindostan for theirs. 
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Heaven protect our country if ever the counsels 
of her statesmen are animated or influenced by 
a spirit and ideas like these. 

The same authority which now recommends^ 
nay almost commands^ us to destroy our West 
India Colonies^ and take our supply of Sugar 
from foreign Colonies, cultivated by Slaves, and 
maintained by the Slave trade, would certainly, 
and that at no distant day, require of this country, 
in the next place, to give up Cuba and Brazil 
Sugar, and take Sugar which may be produced 
in Africa by compulsory labour. Not a doubt 
can remain on this point. 

Two or three commercial points in the pre- 
face in question, merit a moment^s attention, 
from their inconsistency and absurdity. 

In page 26 we are informed, that there is no 
such a thing as British capital vested in the West 
Indies — that its value is as imaginary and un- 
substantial ^ as Sir Gregor McGregor's princi- 
pality.'' Yet in the very next page we are told 
^ When a West India Planter fails, the mer- 
chants, mortgagees, and creditors in this coun- 
try, are almost sure largely to suffer. When 
a West Indian merchant fails (and how very 
common an occurrence that is, the commercial 
world need not be told) the manufacturers and 
others, who are connected with him in this country, 

Dd 
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deeply feel the effects of his ruin^ and are often^ 
drawn down by his fall." Why, what profound 
commercial reasoning is this, and what has it to 
do with tlie subject of negroe emancipation? 
May not a creditor be ^ drawn down by the fall'* 
of a Master in Chancery as w^ell as by the fall of 
a West India merchant? Certainly. Besides, 
does Mr. Stephen imagine the mortgagees and 
merchants in this country, to be such dolts and 
idiotis as to lend money upon what was not 
legally accounted property, or to send goods to 
a country where no man in it had any property? 
Mr. Stephen may as well tell us, that when the 
land in this country yielded little or no rent, 
the landlord had no capital at stake, or that 
British subjects have no property or capital in 
the national funds, as attempt to persuade man- 
kind that the landowners in the West* Indies, 
have no capital vested in that coutitry. He and 
his colleagues, labour hard to render West India 
property as valueless as Sir Gregor McGregor's 
bonds, but they have not yet succeieded, and 
befbirethey do .succeed, some inquiries may be 
made/ as to the value of East India Bonds — 
some inquiries may possibly be made as to that 
sink for national capital, that clog to national 
commerce — Sierra Leone. ^ It is^" to use his 
owii^irardJ9> p. 33>^bigb time that the people of 
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JSxiglBnd i^ootd be enaUedby PatKameftbiy m- 
imitigatiov, fttirljr to Mcertftm" eveiy fhing conr 
tiMted wi&tiiiil plaids, • > ' - 
' SHie feUowing high fiight of iattey wa», how- 
«irflr,>flcar€ely fo <^have been' expected from Mr. 
Sitef^eii^ |Mige 48^ 1ie:isays ^ Let those thteateners 
(West ladia^Goloiii^tg) prove to us, if they cati, 
thai aion of Sugar far(!Fttghtfi-otu Brazil ot India 
will pay a less freight than if it cain^ from Ja- 
flaajca." Why Mr. Stephen and his colleagues 
diiring the last.tvno years have been labouring 
lo prove ttet it coaie/c/ b^ brought at less freight. 
Mr. Stephen in his. usual stradti of declafldation 
and exaggeration^ always employed when he hta 
no facts to adduce^ tells us, page 38, that ^ our 
Sugar Colonies have cost us during the last 
thirty years, an hundred and fifty millions of 
debt J and fifty thousand lives.*' For the loss of 
lives in the Colonies, we may thank his great 
predecessors in negroe emancipation, the Goddess 
of Reason, — ^Liberty, and Equality; and for the 
debt, or rathp? expense of preserving them, 
we have to thank the cS^^e-ya// of the Edinburgh 
Review — ^Napoleon, who wanted to deprive us 
of them. If, however, we divide Mr. Stephen^s 
sum hy five, we shall have the vftmost expense 
of conquering many,, and maintaining all these 
strong outworks of odr empire/ at least sueb 
od2 
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Napoleon thought tfaem^ and on such subjects be 
was^ I tc^^ it^ a more competent judge than 
Mr. Stephen, or the Abolition Society. 

But Mr. Stephen has stated only one side of 
.the account He has omitted to state the produce 
which we have received from them> and'the goods 
which we have sent to them, when we could nei- 
ther receive the former, nor send the latter, 
from, or to any [other quarter. During the 
war, when prices were high, the imports from 
the West Indies were sometimes nearly 30 
millions, and the exports above ten millions an- 
nually. Take the imports on an average at 14 
millions, and exports at eight millions, and the 
amount would stand thus for the last thirty 
years, viz : — 

Importsfrom West Indies* - - - - ;f 420,000,000 

Exports to do. - - - - - 240,000,000 

Rerenue from do. above .... 210,000,000 

Colonial produce exported, say - - - 160,000,000 



Total (equal to our national debt) - - jf 1,030,000,000 

Independent of the exports and imports to and 
from the British North American Colonies, and 
idbo the Ui^ed States, perhaps 100 millions 
more. 

* Ezcln^Ye of freight and charges — ^The whole of this enormous sum 
a)K>, was expended in Oreat Britain, and upon articles the growth, pro- 
dace, and mam^jfe^tare of her own soil. 
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Amongst the other extravagant asi^erttons 
brought forward by the anti-colonists^ qind re- 
iterated by Mr. Stephen^ the following stands 
most prominent, namely, that were our West 
India Colonies utterly lost and destroyed, the 
people of Great Britain would get abundance of 
Sugar cheaper from other quarters, and that 
neither our shipping interest nor our revenue^ 
would suffer any loss. 

Prejudice and ignorance the most dangerous, 
could alone advance such statements as these. 
The British West India Colonies export in 
round numbers 190,000 tons of Sugar, the 
United Kingdom consumes, about 160,000 tons* 
The French, and Dutch, and Danish Colonies, do 
not supply the wants of the parent states wift 
Sugar. Cuba in 1822, exported from the Ha^ 
vannah alone 263,000 boxes (4J cwt. each) Sugar. 
Last year to the end of August it exported an 
equal amount. Suppose the export of Sugar from 
the Havannah for the year to have been 300,000 
boxes, and that the Sugar exports from the rest 
of Cuba were one half more, the whole would 
amount to 450,000 boxes, or 95,625 tons, a 
considerable portion of which is clayed. At 
this rate, the Sugar thrown into the markets 
of Europe and America, from the countries which 
produce it, would stand thus— viz : — 
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Cvba (dtowtace ftir cUy«d) - • 120,000 toM 

BruUB^say - 20,000 — 

India -..----- 20,000 — 

And Eartcrn Isles, allow • - .- 16,000 — 

Total 176,000 tota 

ip^rhich is all consumed in different Foreign 
Countries. 

Total foreign Sugar exportable, and consumed 1 ^^^ q^ ^^ 
in Foreign States j * 

00. British do. do. - - - 40,000 — 

Total raised for, and consumed in Foreign States 216,000 tons 

Strike away therefore, the whole produce of 
the British Colonies, 190,000 tons, oiit of the 
market, and the veriest tyro in arithmetic, and 
in politics, could determine that the people of 
Great Britain could not then get tiie quantity of 
Sugar they now get, that what they did get 
would be double, perhaps triple, the price which 
they now pay for West India Sugar; while the 
deficiency in quantity, would occasion a pro- 
portionate diminution in the revenue, and the 
majority being chiefly imported in foreign 
ships, the freights now obtained for West 
India Sugar, would be almost totally lost to 
the shipping interest of Great Britain. 

However little the value of the West India 
Colonies may be appreciated now by this country 
«-^by Mr. Stephen and his friends, there was a 
period in the History of Great Britain when 
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she thouglif very diflferefutly and more cqirectlj^ 
Amongst the monuments to the memory pfthe 
mighty dead, which a grateful natipn has raii?ed 
and placed in the metropolitan charch, there is 
one which, before he looks upon the West In- 
dies in such .a contemptdous light, I would re- 
commend Mr. Stephen to examine. The in- 
scription upon that erected to the memory of 
Majoi'-General Dundas, who died on the 3rd 
June, 1794, in the West Indies, bears, that it 
was erected in compliance with an unanimous 
resolution of the House of Commons, June^ 5t^ 

1796, in order to commemorate ^^ the eminei^t 
services which he had rendered his country, 
particularly by the reduction of the French 

West India islands.'^ Mr. Stephen and his ad- 
herents in the present anti-colonial war naay 
dash to pieces the marble containing this, in- 
scription, but neither their sneers, their scorn, 
nor their misrepresentations can erase from th^ 
pages of history the feelings, sentiment@> j^nd 
the opinion of a grateful nation, recorded ^unp^ 
the proudest period of her triumphs and her 
glory. 

On the opening of the session of Parliament, 

1797, when the Kingfs Speech cheered the nation 
with the memorable victory of Gamperdown, 
Mr. Bryan Edwards, a West Indian, attacked 
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the minister^ Mr. Piti^ denouncing all his policy^ 
and lamenting the secession of Mr. Fox from 
his parliamentary duties. Mr. Edwards ^^ ani- 
madverted on our conquests in the East and 
West indies^ which he represented as not worth 
the expenses of a single campaign* In the West 
Indies particularly,'' said he " the hand of Om- 
nipotence was lifted up against us. So great 
was the ravage of pestilence that every field was 
a chamel house. As well might we think to 
make conquests in the moon, as to retain them 
in the French islands (St. Domingo in particular.) 
He reprobated the policy of extending our West 
India Colonial possessions, or of conquering is- 
lands at the price of peace, &C*.'' Mr. Wil- 
berforce^ on this occasion, stood forward the 
champion of ministers, and taking up Mr. Ed- 
wards closely and warmly, and believing they 
were right and *^ Omtntpotbncb,'' not ^^ against 
us^ but for us, he strongly defended all their 
measures and all their policy, including amongst 
the rest the conquest of St. Domingo and ^^ the 
extension of our West India Colonial posses- 
sions.^ While he severely blamed Mr. Fox for 
abandoning his post, ^^ he declared that what- 
ever might be the conduct of other, gentlemen, 
he should remain at his post. He would not 

• Speech opening Parliament, 1797. 
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leave a sinking vessel to the mercy of the waves> 
but would stick by her while any of the timbers 
remained together. He did not think the country 
in so dismal a condition as it had been repre- 
sented^ nor did he think if Mr. Edwards's opi- 
nions had been attended to, the country would 
have been in a better situation than it was at pre- 
sent*. Times are changed, and Mr. Wilber- 
force, it appears^ now thinks differently about 
^^ our Colonial possessions." 

Mr. Stephen asserts, that by emancipating the 
Slaves, and ^ trusting them with armSy our 
Sugar Colonies might be safely left to their in^ 
TBRiOR means of defence,'' and consequently that 
Great Britain would save the whole expense, 
naval and military, at present incurred in pro- 
tecting them. Let the state of St. Domingo 
answer these assertions. With a condensed 
population of 350,000, Boyernrequires an army 
of 25,000 men inured to the climate, to maintain 
his authority. The population in our Colonies 
being double would if emancipated and ^ trusted 
with arms," require double the number of troops, 
without taking into account the additional num- 
ber which would be necessary on account of the 
distance of those possessions from the parent 
stfite ; the insulated nature of those possessions 

* Speech opening Parliament, 179Z^ 
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and the defalcation ftom the effective strength 
of European troops^ unseasoned to the climate. 
If Mr, Stephen would only look at a globe or 
the map of the world, he must, I think, perceive 
that with negroes emancipated — ^hegroe repub- 
lics, or negroe anarchy in the Weist Indies^— 
with the republic of Hayti in the heart of them 
— the ambitious republic of Colombia on the 
one hand (and close at hand) and the still more 
powerful and ambitious republic of the United 
States on the other hand — and with almost every 
bay and point totally defenceless and open to at- 
tack, that Great Britain could not defend the West 
Indies, even were they, under suchcircumstances, 
worth the defending, but at an expense which 
would equal the expense of the defeiice of the 
Spanish Peninsula. Fortunately for this country 
a wiser head than Mr. Stephen's must be con- 
sulted on this point. The conqueror of Waterloo 
— the Duke of Wellington, will, if I mistake not, 
differ from Mr;. Stephen, and by doing so, again 
save his country from loss and humiliation — 
from enemies more dangerous to his power than 
Napoleon was with Europe prostrate ut his feet 
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APPENDIX. 

Paper referred io^ page 54. 

Accounts relating to Four and Half per Cent. Dutieb. 

An Account of the Nett Proceeds of the Four and Half per Cent. Barba- 

does and Leeward Islands Duties, consigned to England in Produce ; 

difltingttishing the amount from each Island, for the year 1819. 

Nett Proceeds, 

Islands. £. s. d, 

Antiifua 10,250 3 3 

Barbadoes 16,185 12 9 

Montserrat 1,388 15 4 

Nevis 2,447 14 9 

St. Christopher's - - .- - 4,584 3 

Tortola 987 8 5 

Sugar Samples .... 45 18 7 

£35,889 16 1 
An Account of the Nett Proceeds of the Four and Half per Cent. Barba- 
does and Leeward Island Duties, consigned to England in Produce ; 
distinguishing the Amount from each Island, for the year 1820. 

Nett Proceeds, 

Islands. £. s. d. 

Antigua 9,337 12 11 

Barbadoes 8,176 10 2 

Montserrat - - > - * - 1,261 9 

Nevis - - - - - - 1,567 12 1 

St. Christopher's - - - - 4,192 6 7 

Tortola 862 6 11 

Sugar Samples .... 37 6 3 

£ 25,435 3 11 

An Account of the Total Nett Produce of the Four and Half per Cent. 

Barbadoes and Leeward Islands Duties, for the years 1819 and 1820, 

as far as relates to the Husband, distinguishing each year. 

RECEIPTS. Amount. 

£. s. d. 
To Cash per Messrs. Mitchells, in the year 1819 - 49,250 

Ditto Ditto in the year 1820 - 46,517 17 3 

Ditto per James Gordon, esq. collector at Bristol,! ^ .» ^ 

ittthe year 1820 - - - - / « 18 * 

£ 95,768 15 9 
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Paper referred to^affe 56. 

EAST AND WEST INDIA TRADE. 

Value of the Exports from Great Britain to the East Indies and Chioa» 
for the ^ars ending 5th January, 1814, to 5th Jamiaxy, 1823. 

EAST INDIES AND CHIN^. 

Official Vabie, 
British and Irish Produce and Manufactures. 





For. and Col. 






Other 


Total 




Merchandize, 


Cottons. 


Woollens. 


Articles. 


Exports. 




£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


1814 


The Records of this year were destroyed by fire. 




1815 


224.684 


78,197 


656,543 


736,980 


1,696,404 


1816 


275,545 


109,644 


642,484 


1,026,893 


2,054,^66 


1817 


334,795 


142,867 


556,770 


1,151,209 


2,185,641 


1818 


316,678 


432,364 


511,842 


1,518,741 


2,779,625 


1819 


£i02,529 


698,983 


604,421 


1,379,817 


3,185,750 


1820, 


374,381 


556,202 


602,364 


840,035 


2,372,982 


1821 


294,360 


1,138,722 


808,142 


1,031,587 


3,272,811 


1822 


658,042 


1,531,817 


967,085 


1,156,103 


4,313,047 


1823 


317,625 


1,640,984 


795,549 


1,132,792 


3,886,950 






Declared Value*. 






1814 






.. 


.. 


, , 


1815 


224,684 


109,487 


1,084,434 


1,140,428 


2i559,03S 


1816' 


275,645 


142,411 


1,060,766 


1,688,239 


3,166,961 


1817 


334,795 


160,724 


1,027,251 


1,855,988 


3,378,758 


1818 


316,678 


423,319 


827,726 


2,454,919 


. 4,022,642 


1819 


502,529 


701,348 


943,185 


2,216,921 


4,363,983 


1820 


374,381 


461,405 


938,218 


1,251,946 


3,025,950 


1821 ^ 


294,360 


850,906 


1348,464 


1,493,798 


3,987,528 


1822 


658,042 


1,122,868 


1,421,650 


1,607,159 


4,809,719 


1823 


317^25 


1,147,393 


1,080,229 


1,544;339 


4,089,^86 



* No, Declaration of the Real Value of Forei|jru and Colonial Goods ex- 
ported, being required by law, the Official Value is here subftitnted in the 
room thereof « 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



419 

West Indies. 

Official Value. 

British and Irish Produce and Manufactures. 





For. and Cc 


)1. 




Other 


Total 




Merchandize. Cottons. 


Woollens. 


Articles. 


Exports. 


1614 


The Records of this year were destroyed by fire. 




1815 


£329,748 


£3,090,267 


£253,672 


£2,638,612 


£6,312,499 


1816 


447,322 


3,563,130 


236,492 


2,659,687 


6,906,631 


1817 


265,676 


2,071,444 


158,320 


2,109,632 


4,605,072 


1818 


377,628 


3,847,866 


247,000 


2,289,575 


6,762,069 


1819 


267,737 


2,813,915 


234,578 


2,468,324 


5,784,554 


1820 


292,034 


1,643,014 


208,516 


2,346,446 


4,490,(V10 


1821 


308.821 


1,757,772 


144,804 


2,141,117 


4,352,514 


1822 


364,337 


2,427,786 


156,496 


2,120,753 


5,069,372 


1823 


239,733 


1,817,984 


177,311 


1,911,435 


4,146>463 






Declared Fakte*: 




■ 


1814 


— 


— 


' — 


— 


— 


1815 


329',748 


2,221,049 


301,290 


3,811,451 


6,663^538 


1816 


447,322 


2,581,362^ 


307,651 


3,756,752 


7,093,087 


1817 • 


265,676 


1,192,969 


177,024 


2,785,170 


4,420,839 


1818 


377,628 


2,139,760 ■ 


277,986 ' 


3,008,419 


5,803,793 


1819 


267,737 


1,892,245 


284,450 


3,426,664 


5,871,096 


1820 


292,034 


1,083,816 


250,459 


3,120,707 


4,747,016 


1821 


308,821 


1,072,636 


172,598 


2,615,026 


4,169,081 


1822 


364,337 


1,303,466 


177,471 


2,504,116 


4,349,390 


1823 


239,733 


863,440 


177,137 


2,103,351 


3,383,661 



Valne of the Exports from Great Britain to 



Jamaica. 

Official Value. 

For. and Col. 

Merchandisee. Cottons. Woollens. 

1815 £162,652 £2,152,278 £ 152,796 

1816 238,871 2,511,338 93,736 



Other Total 

Articles. Exports. 

£1,212,696 £3,660,422 

1,396,243 4,240,188 

[1817 



♦ No Declaration of the Real Value of Foreign and Colonial Goods ex- 
ported, being required by law, the Official Value is here substituted in the 
room thereof. 
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1817 


144,067 


1,615,468 


97,539 


1,108,269 


2,875,343 


1818 


251,944 


3,148,422 


180,760 


1,153,599 


4,734,725 


1819 


136,647 


1,991,159 


161,460 


1,171,984 


3,461,250 


1820 


142,888 


1,150,548 


150,187 


1,111,312 


2,554,935 


1821 


148,108 


1,207,786 


93,503 


1,078,165 


2,527,562 


1822 


238,177 


1,927,353 


116,000 


1,171,012 


3,452,542 


1823 


121,630 


1,212,473 


134,397 


1,037,335 


2,505,835 






Declared Valued 






1815 


162,652 


1,559,988 


176,920 


1,684,104 


3,583,664 


I8I6 


238,871 


1,745,738 


124,747 


1,859,961 


3,969,317 


1817 


144,067 


877,684 


101,478 


1,264,108 


2,387,337 


1818 


251,944 


1,677,566 


196,196 


1,416,378 


3,542,084 


1819 


136,647 


1,334,741 


190,068 


1,567,930 


3,229,386 


1820 


142,888 


760,797 


175,758 


1,408,397 


2,487,840 


1821 


148,108 


748,827 


109,180 


1,239,052 


2,245,167 


1822 


238,177 


1,023,316 


131,318 


1,304,543 


2,697,354 


1823 


121,630 


548,217 


130,556 


1,076,048 


1,876,451 



An AcGoant of the Amount of British Merchandize Exported from the 
Britiih West Indian Colonies to Vcfteiga Settlements in the West Indies 
and America, in each year from that ending 5th January, 1814, to that 
ending 5th January, 1823— so far as the same can he ascertained from 
the Returns made to this Department. 

BRITISH aIeRCHANOISB EXPORTED FROM 

Tout 
Jamaica, Bahanuu. TVmidad, ifc. Exports. 
No. of Bibs. No. of BUS. No. of Bbls. No. of Bbls. 
Bales or Bales or Bales or Bales or 



Yrs. 


Cases. 


1814 


— 


1815 


49,611 


1816 


49,820 


1817 


47,240 


1818 


44,631 



Cases. 



Cases. 



Cases. 



10,505 
6,156 
4,445 
8,614 

* No DecUration of the JEteal Value of Foreijgn and Colonial Gooda cs- 
ported, being required by law, the Official Value is here aabatitnted in te 
room thereof. 



3,634 


63,750 


4,629 


60,667 


2,388 


54,073 


1,449 


54^694 
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Ym. 


JnfMtca, Bahamas, 

No.ofBbls. No.ofBbls 

Bales or Bales or 

Cases. Cases. 


Total 
Trinidad, 8fc, Exports, 
No.ofBbls. No.ofBbls. 
Bales or Bales or 
Cases. Cases. 


1819 


35,358 6,379 


' 1,105 42,842 


1820 


32,670 4,960 


831 38,461 


1821 


36,139 4,511 


729 41,379 


1822 


34,478 3,178 


1,308 38,964 


•1823 


26,283 2,588 


642 29,513 




WILLIAM IRVING, 




Inspector-General of the Imports and 






Exports of Great Britain . 


laspector-Generars OflBce, Custom House, 




London, 


10th March, 1823. 





St. Domingo. 

The following aathentic account of the beginning of the insurrection in 
St. Domingo, is extracted from the Jamaica Gazette, of the year 1791. 
I subjoin it as attempts are every where making to mislead the public 
mind^ by asserting that the Slaves did not emancipate themselves by 
force, but where emancipated without danger or bloodshed, by the 
French Government. 

Jamaica Gazette, 1791. 

On Wednesday last arrived in this town, from Cape Frangois, in a 
French vessel dispatched on the occasion. Monsieur Bugnet, a Member 
of the General Assembly of the French part of Hispaniola, with the 
dreadful intelligence, that the negroe Slaves in that island have rose into 
open rebellion, and are carrying destruction and bloodshed throughout 
the country ; in consequence whereof the white inhabitants, apprehensive 
they have not sufficient force to reduce them, have dispatched agents to 
all the neighbouring islands to solicit immediate assistance. M. Bugnet 
has brought letters to that purpose, both from M. Blanchelande, the 
Commander in Chief, and M. de Cadufch, the President of the Colonial 
Assembly, to his Excellency the Governor; and also a letter directed 
" To the Honourable Members of the General Assembly of Jamaica." 
The Assembly not being sitting, this last-mentioned letter was delivered 
to George French, Esq. the Clerk of the House, who having given notice ' 



• Three Quarters ending 10th October. — Parliamentary Paper, TCo, 



130. 
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thereof to tnch of the memhen as were in Spanish-Town, about eight 
of those gentlemen met on Thursday in the Assembly Room, and opened 
the letter, of which the following is a translation : 

" 24th August, 1794. 
** Honourable Gentlemen, 

*' The ruin of St. Domingo seems inevitable. In a short time, this 
beautiful country will be a heap of ashes : already the planters have bathed 
with their blood, that land which has been fertilized by the sweat 
of their brows. At this moment, the flames are consuming these pro- 
ductions whieh contribute to the splendour of the French empire. The 
desolaters of our properties have spread around us the flames of war : 
our own Slaves are armed for our destruction : that philosophy which 
gives consolation to man, is, with us, converted into despair. 

'* Without succour, and reaching the extremity of calamity, St Do- 
mingo seeks for friends and protectors among the states that surround it 
We say nothing of your own particular interest, endangered as it is by the 
same-spirit of delusive philanthropy, which, equally repugnant to yottr 
system of regulation as to ours, may occasion the same calamities among 
you as among us, if the evil is suffered to proceed to the utmost excess : 
we content ourselves only with appealing to that generosity which is the 
characteristic of your nation : we ask for assistance freely and with con- 
fidence. 

" Prompted by this sentiment, the General Assembly of the French 
part of St. Domingo have deputed Mons. de Bngnet, one of its members, 
to lay our situation before you. 

*' He ¥rill produce, first, the charter of our constitution, which estab- 
lishes our character as the legal representatives of the people of St 
Domingo. 

*' Secondly, his commission. 

*' Thirdly, a proclamation for soliciting succour from our neighbouring 
powers. 

'* I have the honour to be, with the most cordial and firatemal attach- 
ment, 

*' Honourable Gentiemen, 
Your most humble and obedient servant, 
(Signed) " P. DE CADUSCH, 

** President of the General Afgemhly of 
the French part of St, Domingo, 

" The Honotirahle Me^nbers of the 
Oeneral Attemhly of Jamaica,** 

The account which M. Bugnct gives of this alarming revolt is shortiy 
as follows : Early on the morning of the 23d ult. the negroes belonging 
to the plantation of M. Chabaud, situated four leagues to the westward of 
Cape Francois, rose on the white people, all of whom they instantiy mas- 
sacred, and then set fire to the buildings and canes; proceeding from 
thence towards the Cape, they were joined by the negroes of most of the 
intermediate plantations, which shared the same fate, the white people, 
or 4t least such of them as were not lucky enough to escape to the town, 
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being in like manner massacred. Tlie whol6 of the day ethibited a i 
ot desolation and horror, the whites flying from all quarters into the 
town, and the rebels proceeding without interruption until tiiey came 
within two miles of the Cape ; it was supposed that their number was in- 
creased by the evening to about 1,500. In the mean time the inhabitante 
of the town, apprehending that the free people of colour were at the hot-, 
tom of the conspiracy, took measures for securing all such of them as 
wbrc within their reach ; but the mulattoes surrendering without resist- 
ance, and delivering up their children as pledges of their sincerity, of> 
fered to go in pursuit of the rebels. Tlieir offer, after some hesitation, 
was accepted, aud 600 of them were embodied on the 24th, and, together 
with two companies of foot and a troop of horse, proceeded to meet the 
revolters, with whom they came up the same day on the Plain of the 
Cape, and after a short engagement put them to flight, killing more than 
one hundred on the spot, and taking about eighty prisoners, all of whom 
were immediately sent to the Cape, where they were put to death. 

It is said that the savages had totally burnt and destroyed between fifty - 
and sixty sugar-plantations, and killed a great many white people, the 
number of which was not precisely known before M. Bugnet sailed ; and 
they were still in considerable force, but retreating tewards the moun- 
tains, fires being still seen in all the parts of the country, so that there is 
rcaison to apprehend the revolt is general. 

On receiving this intelligence, his Excellency postponed the Court of 
Chancery, and was yesterday in this town, in consultation, as we are in- 
formed, with Admiral Affleck and Major-General Williamson, at which 
M. Bugnet and some other French gentlemen were present ; in conse- 
quende of which, it is reported, that permission is given to M. Bugnet to 
purchase arms, ammunition, and provisions. What. further assistance 
will* be given from hence, we are not informed. 

JOSHUA STEELE, OF BARBAD0E8. 

The following authentic particulars regarding Mr. Steele, were re- 
ceived when the present work was nearly all printed off. As his case has 
made a great noise among the African Institution, writers, these particu- 
lars' will be foiind interesting. 

Mr. Steele succeeded to Kendal Estate, Barbadoes, in right of his 
wife, Sarah Osborne, who had previously been married to Robert Os- 
borne. Mr. Steele went to Barbadoes in March 1780. He was owner 
of no other estate but Kendal, which had been badly managed for some 
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y^ars previous to 1780. Mr. Steele rented from Admiral Shiri.£Y and 
his wife a plantation called Byoe Mill, immediately adjoining Kendal 
Estate. Mr. Steele was in extremely embarrassed circumstances, and 
afraid lest his estate and Slaves should be levied upon to pay his debts, 
he set himself to oppose and get altered the laws of the island, which 
authorized the sale of Slaves to pay the debts of their master. In this 
he did not succeed. His credit was so bad amongst the merchants, that . 
he was frequently unable to procure supplies to his estate. Thus situated, 
he had recourse to his boasted " copyhold system," which, at the outset, 
was as follows : — 

To each Slave of his/r«/ gang he allotted half an acre of land for his 
subsistence, requiring them to labour for him 260 days in tbe year, at 
7^^. per day. To the second gang he allotted a quarter of an acre of land 
to each, requiring them to labour for him 276 days in the year, at bd, 
per day; for the third gang he paid over to the parents of each 7|<f. per 
week. For the children he provided nothing, and gave them no allow- 
ance. They were to be maintained and clothed by their parents till they 
entered the third gang. The aged and infirm were to have no wages, but 
to be left, if incapable of work for him, to work and feed themselves 
from their half acre of land ; and if capable of a little light work, to 
receive UJrf. per week for it. This plan Mr. Steele afterwards altered, 
and at length finished the scheme, by settling the day's work to be ten 
hours, at the following wages — |rf. an hour for each hegroe of the first 
gang — ^d. per hour for each negroe of the second gang — 7^d, per week 
for each negroe of the third gang — and 3f </. per week for each negroe of 
the fourth gang. 

Mr. Steele chai^d the negroes at the rate of £3 per acre for the land 
allotted to them. They were not permitted to work upon any other 
estate, but were obliged to work upon his. His wages to an able negroe 
per annum was at the rate abovementioned, ;f8 .. 2 .. 6,; out of which the 
Slave was obliged to supply himself with impl«ments, nay honw-imity 
food, clothing, head levy (3«.) fines (two day's wages for every day's ab- 
sence) forfeitures, doctor's bills, &c.: so that any one who will take the 
trouble to calculate, will find that at the end of the year the Slave must 
have been indebted to his master. The present allowance of salt-fish to 
the negroes, two pounds per week, would amount to above one-fourth of 
their wages** 

• What doctors would charge a free negroe for annual attendance I 
know not. Their charge by the year (the cheapest mode) for a white 
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Bat this is not all— the Slares were not piud in " the current coin" of 
the colony, as has been asserted. Mr. Steele got out from England cop- 
per coin, with which he paid their wages, and which not being current 
any where else, they were compelled to bring back to him in pa3rment 
for every article of provisions, such as com, grain, yams, eddoes, pota- 
toes, rum, molasses, rice^ salt, salt-fish, &c. which they purchased from 
him. 

The system proved most ruinous to both the master and the Slaves. 
The latter rejoiced when the system to which they had been accustomed 
was restored. 

The scribes of the African Institution tell us, that Mr. Steele was 
eighty years of age when he went to Barbadoes in 1780, at which ratie 
he must have been ninety-seven when he died. The truth, I believe, is, 
that he was about sixty when he went out. By a coloured woman, 
a Slave belonging to Byd^ Mill plantation, which he rented, he had 
two children — ^a son and a daughter; he left them a considerable part of 

person is about £6 sterling. But suppose they charged free negroes or 
copyhold negroes only one fourth, nay only what the master now pa3rs 
annually for each negroe 6«. 6(/., which would be equal to 13«. for every 
negroe, in Mr. Steel's mode of arrangement. Suppose the doctor only 
charged at this rate, let us see how the affairs of Mr. Steele's negroes 
would stand at the end of the year : — 

CR. DR. 

1st Gang wages £^2 6 Rent land ;fl 10 

Doctor'sbiU 13 . 

House rent, only . . 10 

Clothing 10 

Blankets, hoes, &c. . 15 

Salt-fish, 100 lbs. .. 1 15 6 

Beef and Pork, 8 lbs. 6 6 

Food, say only .... 4 

Head levy 3 

j^ll 3 

By such a dreadful system the stoutest and ablest negroes must either 
be on debt, starve or steal, while the less able,'the young, the aged and 
the infirm, must be placed in a state of the greatest misery. Really it is 
an insult to the understanding of a country like this, to have such a sys- 
tem held up as worthy of imitation. Besides there are many other items 
which Slaves now get from their masters (see preceding pages of this 
work) the value of which it is impossible to estimate, and which are ac- 
cordingly omitted. 
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liiB property, but he left tkem aii Simvet: iht feUoi^ » a copy «f 
hiawm^- 

** In the name of God, amen. I, Joskma SUeeU, of sound mind* 

do make this mj last wUl and testament, as follows — I give and bequeath 

my estates of every sort to my sister, Mary Ann Steele^ and my two 

children, Catharine Steele and JSdward Steele, but not so aa to becoaie 

the property of any other person claiming in right of my said children^ 

who are now Slaves, but for their own proper benefit, and not otherwiae. 

I give unto my nephew, -iSamue/ Steele, fifteen hundred pounds steriiiqf^, 

and the further sum of three hundred pounds per annum during his life ; 

' * t' J /and to ThomaslBell one thousand pounds, for ^e use of his 
*nterhned^^^^^ 

I do hereby nominate and appoint my present overseer, Francis Bell, 
and my nephew, Samuel Steele, executors of this my last will ; hereby 
revoking aU others. Witness my hand and seal, this twenty-thinl day of 
October 1796. 

(Signed) " JOSHUA STEELE." (L.S.) 

When the different dashing statements regarding Mr. Steele's copyhold 
system made their appearance in this country, no time was lost in msking 
the necessary inqiuries into their truth, from persons acquainted with 
Barbadoes, or at present residing in it. I annex the following letter 
from the Attorney-General of the Island to Joseph W, Jordan, Esq. Lon- 
don. 

" Barbadoes, August 1, 1823. 

" DSAR SIR, 

** I am now to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 12th 
ult. by which you refer to me for information with respect to Mr, Steele 
and a Mr. Dichson, whose names are again brought forward to our preju- 
dice, in the recent attempt to ruin us, by emancipating our Slaves. Of 
Dickson I had never even heard, till my return to Barbadoes early in the 
year 1779, after an absence of nearly seven years in England. I found 
there was a man of that name making some noise in the country. He had 
been an obscure man, and had lost an arm by the bursting of a cannon, 
which he was firing at some public rejoicing. He had possessed a few 
Slaves, whom he had treated cruelly, and had got rid of them, either 
voluntarily or by compulsion, and then he set himself up as a violetU op- 
poser of slavery, and published several things against the inhabitants, 
some of which were true, and others grossly false. 

*' I knew something of Mr. Steele in England. About two years after, 
iny return he came to the Island, and immediately retained me as one 
of his counsel, so that I became well acquainted with him and his views. 
Although his plantation was a very fine one, it had not been well ma- 
naged, and he was involved in debt. He dreaded lest hia negroes should 
be taken from him ; he therefore set himself up to oppose the law which 
allows Slaves to be attached for debt, and carried from off the soil. He 
was also desirous of avoiding the payment of his debts, and he set him- 
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self up in oppoidtioii td all the laws df the Island. At a Court of Grand 
Sessions, at which he was forenuin of the grand jury, he presented Hall's 
Statute Book of the Laws of the Island as a nuisance, declared that not 
one of our laws was in force, and insisted that they were all repugnant 
to the laws of England. 

Mr. Steele instituted what he called a copyhold system for the ma- 
nagement of his plantation^ His Slaves were to be paid hire for the 
work thev did. He allowed them a small pittance for every hour that 
tiiey worked, but they paid for every thin|^house rent, doctor's attend- 
ance, medicine, clotnes and food, and, in short, every thing they de- 
sired to have, he supplied them witii, and deducted the price out of their 
hire. They had not the option of working^ or letting it alone. They 
were obliged to work, and upon his plantaHon ; if they did not, he not 
only stopped their hire, but they were punished either by flogging or im- 
prisonment. Mr. Steele soon found that it was by far the cheapest way 
of managing the plantation. 

" I was surprised to see it asserted lately in print, that his plantation 
succeeded well under that management I hnow it to be false — it failed 
considerably ; and had he lived a few years longer, he would not have 
died worth a farthing. Upon his death they reverted to the old system, 
to which the Slaves readily and willingly returned; the plantation now 
succeeds, and the Slaves are contented and happy, and think themselves 
much better off than under the copyhold system, for their wages would 
not afford them many comforts which they have now. 

'* I have been so long used to the clamour and base abuse against us, 
as to have become callous to them. I feel for my children and grand- 
children, but with me the game is nearly up, and nothing can happen 
very distressing in my time. 

(Signed) " JOHN HECKLES." 

Such are the schemes, and such the plans, upon which Great Britain 
and her Legislature are called upon to found the new system to improve 
. — to ruin the Colonies, and all connected with them. I could add other 
documents of a similar nature, but deem it unnecessary. 
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